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Commons statement today 


Bottomley set 
to sack lottery 
regulator 

By Jon Ashworth and Arthur Leathley 


•; ••■''V - - - 

L M%S. 


VIRGINIA BOTTOMLEY is 
expected to end Peier Davis's 
brief career as the National 
Lottery regulator today after 
his admission of links with 
Came Id’s American partner. 

The National Heritage Sec¬ 
retary will give Mr Davis a 
last-minute chance to save his 
job in an interview with her 
most senior official, but 
sources close to Mrs 
Bottomley suggested last night 
that the controversy surround¬ 
ing Mr Davis has become so 
intense that she w01 have no 
option but to find a successor. 
She win make a Commons 
announcement this afternoon. 

Mr Davis's position has 
become increasingly vulnera¬ 
ble since he admitted accept¬ 
ing flights and hospitality 
from GTech, an American 
firm with a stake in the lottery. 
He will also be questioned 
today on why Camelot is being 
allowed to delay paying up to 
□00 million in prize money, 
boosting its profits through 
extra interest. 

Mr Davis remains adamant 
thar he will not resign. He will 
explain to Hayden Phillips, 
the permanent secretary, why 
he used a GTecft corporate jet 
during a tour of American 
lotteries in October 1994 and 
clarify his relationship with 
Carl Menges, a Wall Street 
merchant banker and GTech 
director, with whom he stayed 
in America. 

Mr Davis has been under 
pressure since last week when 
he admitted to MPS that he 
had used the GTech jet under¬ 
stood to be a Cessna Citation 
111. He also made four flights 
in a GTech helicopter and 


PCs forced 
out over prank 

Three policemen who hand¬ 
cuffed a woman officer dur¬ 
ing “horseplay” at a west 
London station have been 
forced to resign. 

The Metropolitan Police 
constables, all in their thirties 
and each with more than 15 
years’ experience, were found 
guilty of discreditable conduct 
at a disciplinary hearing. 
Scotland Yard confirmed. The 
WPC screamed when she was 
handcuffed and her protests 
were heard by a woman 
colleague-Page 3 

Blues and brains 
are compatible 

Oxbridge Blues are outper¬ 
forming the average student 
academically, exploding an 
enduring myth. 

Analysis of Oxford degree 
results shows the hockey team 
with a dutch of firsts and all 
but one of the cricketers 
graduating this summer gain¬ 
ing at least an upper- 
second-Page 3 
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spent a weekend at Mr 
Menges's Long Island home. 

But he said last night: “All 
the decisions 1 have made 
have been made carefully, af¬ 
ter proper consultation, and in 
the interests of the National 
Lottery. I have declared ail my 
social contacts connected with 
the eight applicants for the li¬ 
cence. and I declared, and con¬ 
tinue to update, all my finan¬ 
cial interests. 1 am confident 
that I have acted properly, and 
have no reason to resign.” 

Nevertheless, some White¬ 
hall officials suggested that he 
can save his job only by 
offering a “stupendous de¬ 
fence" today. They say a Civil 
Servant would be dismissed 
for admitting similar links to 
businesses and that he should 
be judged in the same way. 

Robert Sheldon, chairman 
of the Commons Public Ac¬ 
counts Committee, said: “I 
think it will be very difficult 
for him to justify the way he 
has acted. "Jack Cunningham, 
the Shadow National Heri¬ 
tage Secretary, said: “U is 
increasingly dear that Mr 
Davis is. at die very least, guil¬ 
ty of exceedingly poor judg¬ 
ment. The latest revelations 
appear to make his position 
increasingly untenable.” 

Much of the questioning by 
Mr Phillips will focus on Mr 
Davis's relationship with Mr 
Menges. who is vice-chairman 
of Donaldson. Lufkin & Jen- 
rette, a Wall Street securities 
house with a key financial int¬ 
erest in GTech. Mr Menges. 
who spent time in London in 
the 1970s, says they have been 
dose friends for many years. 
Mr Davis, however, insists 


thar he hardly knows Mr 
Menges. although their wives 
have kept up their friendship 
since going to ante-natal class¬ 
es together in 1975. 

In January 1994. Mr Men¬ 
ges wrote to Mr Davis con¬ 
gratulating him on his ap¬ 
pointment but Mr Phillips 
will be shown Mr Davis's re¬ 
ply asking him nor to discuss 
lottery issues “in the interests 
of regulatory probity". 

Mr Davis went to extreme 
measures to protect his integ¬ 
rity during bidding for the 
lottery. He logged every tele¬ 
phone call to his office, and 
kept a careful record of meet¬ 
ings. conscious of the need to 
appear beyond reproach. 

Today, however, the row is 
likely to spread beyond Mr 
Davis's links with GTech to 
why he is allowing Camelot to 
hold prize money back. 

Jeremy Hanley, the former 
Tory party chairman, is to 
take up daims that Camelot 
will make millions of pounds ] 
of extra profit because of a 
loophole in the licence agree¬ 
ment readied with Mr Davis. 

Mr Davis has admitted that 
□7 million of prize money was 
held back by Camelot in the 
first five months of the lottery 
and not paid out until the 
summer. Although this is 
allowed under the rules, Mr 
Davis has astonished some 
MPS by writing that “any 
interest in respect of this sum 
was retained by Camelot. 
since it was Camelot’s 
money". Insiders at Oflot say 
the underpayment is likely to 
reach EI00 million this year. 

Threat to lottery, page 6 



Paul Brighton, who is critically ill in hospital, with his wife Susan and sons Gareth, left and Christopher 

Father attacked while chasing vandals 


3y Richard Ford, home correspondent 


A FATHER of two was criti¬ 
cally ill in hospital last night 
after being attacked by youths 
who had thrown a beer can 
through a window of his 
home. 

Paul Brighton, 41. under¬ 
went an emergency operation 
at AddenbrookeY Hospital. 
Cambridge, to remove pieces 
of skull man his brain. He 
was conscious yesterday, but 
had difficulty speaking. Denis 
Richardson, his father-in-law. 
said last night: “We don't 
know whether he will regain 
his speech". 

Mr Brighton's skull was 
crushed by youths who at¬ 
tacked him with bricks and 


cans after knocking him to the 
ground near his" home at 
Orton Waterville. in 
Cambridgeshire. 

Mr Brighton, his wife, Su¬ 
san. and thar sons Gareth, 1J. 
and Christopher. 13. were 
watching television when they 
heard a window break in a 
bathroom upstairs. Mr Brigh¬ 
ton immediately dashed out of 
the house to find the culprits. 

Mrs Brighton said: "The 
boys had just been in the bath 
and Paul was furious. Paul 
usually works away from 
home in the week and his 
weekends at home with the 
children are precious to him. 

“He is a proud family man. 


He did not stop to think. He 
was so shocked that the child¬ 
ren could have been hurt” 

Mr Brighton, a contracts 
manager with the Mowlem 
construction company, was 
300 yards from home when he 
was attacked by the youths. 

Mrs Brighton telephoned 
the police and when her 
husband did not return, went 
to look for him. “1 went out 
looking for them and saw Paul 
being taken into an ambu¬ 
lance." she said. “Apparently, 
he had been unconscious but 
had come round. He was 
trying to speak but his words 
were all over the place." 

Orton Waterville is a small 


village with thatched cottages, 
surrounded by woods and 
paths leading to housing cor¬ 
poration estates. The attack 
took place in The Orchards, a 
development of about 20 de¬ 
tached houses near the hean 
of the village. 

In recent months there have 
been a spate of incidents 
caused by gangs of youths 
who hang around the village. 

The Rev Geoffrey GosweU, 
the local vicar, said: “This is 
the last place you would expect 
to have this kind of attack. But 
things have got really bad 
during the past two years." 

Five youths were last night 
being questioned by police. 
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Communist 
comeback 
on the 
cards 
in Russia 

From Richard Beeston 

IN MOSCOW 

FOR the first rime since they 
were disbanded and ousted 
from power four years ago. 
Russia's restyled Communists 
appeared headed for a polit¬ 
ical comeback in parliamenta¬ 
ry' elections yesterday. 

As tens of millions of Rus¬ 
sians spanning 11 time zones 
turned out for the country’s 
second post-Soviet parliamen¬ 
tary polls, the Communists 
and their leftist allies were set 
to register a comfortable lead 
in a field of 43 parries. 

Preliminary results from the 
Russian Far East, nine hours 
ahead of Moscow, were ex¬ 
pected to show a protesT vote 
against the reformist policies 
of President Yeltsin's Govern¬ 
ment and in favour of a return 
to Soviet-style communism. In 
the last election in 1993 the 
Communists received just 
more than 12 per cent of the 
vote nationwide a result they 
hoped to double last nighL 
The Communisis were also 
likely to do well in rural areas 
and depressed industrial re¬ 
gions, although centrist and 
fiberal parties are expected to 
narrow the lead with strong 
showings in dries such as 
Moscow and St Petersburg. 
The high voter turnout was 
expected to benefit the pro¬ 
reform parties. 

President Yeltsin made if 
clear yesterday, after casting 
his ballot outside Moscow, 
that he would press on with 
economic reforms regardless 
of the outcome of the election 
to the 450-seat Duma, the 
lower house of parliament. 

“No circumstances could 
force me to abandon the 
course of reforms 1 have 
chosen. There is no doubt 
about that." the Russian lead¬ 
er said. He looked fit and 
healthy despite his continued 
convalesence from a hean 
ailment six weeks ago. 

Election analysis, page 11 
Leading article, page 17 


British referendum prospects 
rise after approval for euro 


By Philip Webster, political editor 


Old enemies meet in 
European football 

By John Goodbody, sports news correspondent 


Heartburn. 


A REFERENDUM in Britain 
on membership of a single 
European currency looked an 
increasingly likely prospect 
last night as politidans came 
to terms with the decisions of 
the Madrid summit to confirm 
a January 1999 starting-date 
for the euro. 

John Major gave the clear¬ 
est indication after the two-day 
gathering that he has thought 
through a referendum plan 
and senior Conservative and 
Labour figures agreed that it 
was almost inevitable that 
each party would go into the 
next election promising one 
should a Labour or Tory 
Cabinet deride to join. 

The British derision is now 
expected to be made m tile 
early months of 1998, possibly 
less than a year into the next 
Parliament “The only ques¬ 
tion is which party will be the 
first to make the pledge." a 
senior minister said last night 


With the Government faring 
the risk of a Commons defeat 
on Europe tomorrow Mr Ma¬ 
jor also stepped up his 
warnings against moving too 
hastily on monetary union. 

He told Sky TV that the 
turmoil that surrounded the 
collapse of the exchange-rate 
mechanism (ERMJ would be 
as notiiing compared with 
what would happen if a single 
currency started and then 
failed. He ruled out any Brit¬ 
ish participation in a new 
ERM outside the single cur¬ 
rency. “That is for the birds.” 

The Euro-sceptics will have 
an opportunity tomorrow to 
register their disapproval over 
Madrid by rebelling in a 
Commons vote on the fisheries 
policy. Mr Major urged the 
would-be dissidents to back off 
and Malcolm Rifkind, the 
Foreign Secretary, said they 
risked “shooting themselves in 
the foot". The Prime Minister 


has moved towards a referen¬ 
dum in what appears to be a 
trade-off with the Tory Right 
which had hoped he would 
agree to a manifesto pledge 
ruling out a single currency 
for the lifetime of the next 
Parliament. To their dismay 
Mr Major and Kenneth 
Clarke, the Chancellor, finally 
dashed any chance of such 
pledge at Madrid. 

Mr Major declared: “We are 
not in the business of ruling 
out what might happen in the 
next Parliament." 

The likelihood of Labour 
promising a referendum was 
reiterated yesterday by Robin 
Cook, the Shadow Foreign 
Secretary. He said that the 
British people would be con¬ 
sulted if a Labour Cabinet 
derided to go into a single 
currency. 

Kohl’s hold, page 10 
Peter Riddell page 16 


ENGLAND’S historic rivalry 
with Scotland will be revived 
when the tiro teams meet in 
the first stage of the European 
football championship next 
summer. 

It will be the first dash 
between the old enemies, who 


& 
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staged the world's first inter¬ 
national match in 1870, since 
their annual friendly was 
abandoned in 1989 because of 
hooliganism. The match, on 
June 15, is expected to create a 
security headache. 

There was a roar of excite¬ 


ment at the International Con¬ 
vention Centre in Birming¬ 
ham yesterday when the two 
countries were drawn in the 
same group. They have never 
met in the final stages of an 
important international 
competition. 

Terry Venables, the Eng¬ 
land coach, said the fixture 
had been “sorely missed" by 
supporters. Both he and Craig 
Brown, the Scottish manager, 
had wanted to resume the 
fixture for some time, but the 
Scottish authorities had not 
been enthusiastic. 

The Football Association 
wfll have to deride what to do 
about tickets for the game, for 
which Scotland has been allo¬ 
cated only 7.000 places. The 
championship organisers will 
discuss how to increase Scot¬ 
land's allocation at Wembley, 
which has a capacity of 
80.000. The other teams in the 
group are Switzerland and 
Holland, who won in 1988. 
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Thomas stays at top of the class in baby name game 
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ByIanMiell 

and Joe Joseph 

WHILE Times readers will 
happily christen this year’s 
daughter Hannah and next 
year’s. Alice or Lucy, their 
taste in boys’ names is as 
constant as the menu in a Pan 
Mall gentleman’s dub. with 
Thomas leading £he pack. 

A survey of first names 
spotted most frequently over 


the past year in birth an¬ 
nouncements in The Times 
shows that Charlotte, daw¬ 
dling in tenth place in 1994, 
has become the most popular 
girls’ name. Isabella, Eliza¬ 
beth and Hannah have also 
vaulted into the frame. 

The latest findings suggest 
that Thomas, at the top since 
1992. may soon became to 
Britain what Bruce was to 
Australia. 


Thomas, James, William and 
Alexander — the unchanged 
top four in the boys' league — 
are the offspring of parents 
who think Establishment 
doors will always creak shut 
in the face of someone chris¬ 
tened lce-T or Meadoaf. 

Parents are less hidebound 
when naming daughters. 
Charlotte's victory was a sur¬ 
prise since she was lagging 
well behind last year before 


putting on a spurt that forced 
1994*5 favourites, the Sophies, 
into second place. 

Are Times readers’ choices 
representative? The Guinness 
Book of Names calculates that 
1995"s most popular names 
were Daniel and Rebecca: m 
the Times tally, Daniel man¬ 
aged only joint twenty-first 
and Rebecca came in eleventh. 
Leslie Dunkling, its author, 
thinks that “names that 


appear top in The Times often 
appear high up on die nat¬ 
ional lists a few years later 
because of aspirational nam¬ 
ing. Charlotte is an example.” 

The 1995 crop of more 
unusual names, some hinting 
at acting careers, indudes 
Tippi. for girls. As for the boy 
whose parents named him 
“AJaric the Winaiot" in Janu¬ 
ary. he’s probably already got 
a Hollywood agent. 


Pepcid AC controls the production cf excess 
stomach acid for up to 9"hour's. So even if you-cerv 
stomach any more repeals this Christmas, 
at iesst ycur heartburn can be taken care cf. 
Ask veur pharmacist about Pepcid AC. 
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Major gambles on study of ‘ins and outs’ 


WIN A HEALTH WEEKEND 

Five weekends for two at a health 
farm to be won 
PLUS: Win 11 cases of 
Moet & Chandon 


Sceptics see Clarke as 


villain of ‘euro’ piece 




By Philip Webster 
and George Brock 
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JOHN MAJOR secured about 
as much from the Madrid 
summit as he could have 
hoped. But his achievements 
have not prevented the Euro¬ 
sceptics going on die warpath 
again. Kenneth Clarke, whose 
enthusiasm for Europe was 
again on show in the Spanish 
capital, is the target of their 
anger. He is being blamed for 
killing off their hopes of a 
pledge in the next Tory mani¬ 
festo ruling out a single cur¬ 
rency for the next five years. 

Mr Major was never going 
to stop the summit endorsing 
the timetable that is now 
expected to see a handful of 
member states going out on 
their own with a single curren¬ 
cy in 1999. He had harboured 
a slight hope that they would 
not name the new unit. There 
was a chance that Jacques 
Chirac would block the Ger¬ 
man campaign for the “euro", 
but in the end Helmut Kohl 
got his way. 

Mr Major has instead gam¬ 
bled all on a study that the 
summit ordered the Italian 
presidency to undertake into 
the implications of the "ins 
and outs" — the damage and 
chaos that could be wrought 
by a few countries going into a 
single currency and leaving 
the rest outside. His rhetoric 
on Friday—"Alice in Wonder¬ 
land ... folly ... elitism" — 
recalled some of his predeces¬ 
sor’s finest moments. 

The Euro-sceptics like much 
of what they are hearing from 
the Prime Minister, and most 
are pleased that he is moving 
even further towards a refer¬ 
endum. Soon, however, he 
may have to start attacking the 
single currency itself, rather 
than concentrating on the 
dangers of mismanaging its 
introduction. 

They do not like what they 
hear from Mr Clarke, who is 
confidently predicting that a 
single currency will happen. 
He does not quite say it, but 
everyone believes that he 
thinks Britain should be part 
of it. 

The Prime Minister has 
often revealed himself as a 
man who likes a game of 



President Chirac, left, failed to block Chancellor 
Kohl's campaign for the new Euro-currency 


chance, and at Madrid he took 
another high-stakes bet Eu¬ 
rope's politicians are playing 
poker. All 15 governments are 
now being forced to risk their 
political credibility on whether 
or not the single currency 
happens on schedule in 1999. 
Chanoellor Kohl, the lonely 
organiser who deals the cards, 
has persuaded every govern¬ 
ment except that of Britain to 
bet cm success. 

The meeting in Madrid 
opened the game. The official 
EU version holds that at least 
six or seven states will be 
economically ready to adopt 
the Euro in 1999 and that 
others will follow quickly. 
President Chirac of France, 
although restive, will have no 
choice out to force the ambiva¬ 
lent French electorate to accept 
a single currency. Currency 
dealers will buy and sell on the 
assumption that what the 
reassuringly solid Chancellor. 
Kohl wants, he usually gets. 
And he wants monetary union 
-very badly indeed. If not in 
1999, then in 2000 or 2001. 

Mr Major turns every one of 
these -- assumptions upside 
down. He hopes privately that 
France wilt fail to qualify and 
thus cripple die whole project 


More water restrictions 
likely within weeks 


By Nick Nutt all 
ENVIRONMENT 
CORRESPONDENT 


MORE parts of the country 
are facing water restrictions 
within weeks as the drought 
deepens, government advisers 
will announce today. 

Millions of consumers in 
southern and eastern counties 
are likely to face hosepipe 
bans and' other controls early 
in the new year unless there is 
a substantial increase in 
rainfall. 

The number of drought 
orders is also expected to rise, 
increasing the volume of wat¬ 
er taken into reservoirs from 
rivers, to the alarm of conser¬ 
vationists, fishermen and 
wildlife groups. 

The next flurry of drought 
order applications is expected 
in Yorkshire before the end of 
the year. The company has 
announced plans to take more 
from the rivers Ure, Wharfe. 
Ouse and lower Derwent. 
Other drought order applica¬ 
tions are expected from South 
West, Severn Trent, Welsh 
and Southern, seeking 
approval to pump more out of 
rivers to refill reservoirs. 

A survey of winter water 
levels in rivers, reservoirs and 



underground aquifers has 
shown that supplies are con¬ 
tinuing to fall. Despite a wet 
September, rainfall up to the 
end of last month has been a 
third less than in an average 
year. Jerry Sherriff. head of 
water resources at the Nat¬ 
ional Rivers Authority (NRA). 
said yesterday: “Many reser¬ 
voirs are at unprecedented 
levels." Rivers in most parts of 
the country are also running 
for below their usual winter 
levels. 

New areas of concern pin¬ 
pointed in the report include 
the West Sussex supply area. 
About 450,000 poeple along 


the Sussex coast are also 
faring hosepipe bans. 

Other areas with increasing 
difficulties include south 
Kent, parts of north Hamp¬ 
shire and south Berkshire. 

Yorkshire Water’s plan io 
pump more water from rivers 
has triggered an angry reac¬ 
tion from English Nature, the 
Government's wildlife advis¬ 
ers. The lower Derwent feeds' 
one of Europe's most impor¬ 
tant wetlands, an area home 
to rare plants and animals 
and a key wintering site for 
thousands of migratory wild¬ 
fowl such as rare Bewick's 
swans. 


Amnesty 
on knives 
after fatal 
stabbing 


By A Staff Reporter 


A KNIVES amnesty is to be 
launched In England and 
Wales later this week to 
capitalise on widespread 
public outrage at the fatal 
stabbing of headmaster 
Philip Lawrence. 

AH 43 police forces in 
England and Wales will 
take part in the fourweek 
“bin your blade" amnesty In 
which it is hoped that thou¬ 
sands of weapons will be 
left in bins at police sta¬ 
tions. Anyone who dumps 
their knife will not have to 
answer questions. Some of¬ 
ficers believe many more 
weapons would be handed 
in if bins were placed near 
town halls or bottle banks. 

During a similar opera¬ 
tion in Scotland in 1993 
4J569 weapons — including 
swords and bayonets — 
were handed in in 12 weeks. 

The amnesty, which starts 
on Wednesday and runs 
until January 20, has been 
arranged by the Association 
of Chief Police Officers. 
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He says openly that only a 
handful of states wiU pass the 
tests and that the birth of a 
single currency will split the 
union. Before or after 1999, the 
odds are that the dream will 
dissolve into “chaos and re¬ 
crimination'’ because states¬ 
men with their beads in the 
clouds will have been brought 
down to earth by markets, 
voters or the plain fact that 
their plans will not work. 

He is pinning all on his 
study convincing others of the 
dangers of pushing ahead too 
quickly. He would have liked 
it to take 12 months: instead it 
should be ready by Florence in 
June. 

But while his fellow 
summiteers may harbour a 
few private doubts of their 
own, they will not voice them 
in public. The common wis¬ 
dom in Madrid saw Britain 
locked in a spiral of self- 
delusion that will force one of 
Mr Major's successors to join 
the rich, hard currency long 
after everyone else has done 
so. 

If Mr Major is off balance, 
the same applies to millions of 
voters across Europe who 
object to monetary union in 
for greater numbers than they 


appose other plans being laid 
bytheEU. 

The single currency will 
only work if politicians can 
reverse public scepticism in 
Germany and elsewhere. Next 
month, the European Com¬ 
mission will start selling the 
euro to Europe. Mr Major 
made quite dear in Madrid 
that Brussels’ single currency 
salesmen will get no help from 
him. 

The Prime Minister would 
like popular pressure to do 
what he cannot: make the 
single currency — and the 
faint but horrible possibility 
that it might succeed — go 
away. 

That was not the feeling that 
emerged from Madrid. “We 
simply cannot tumble into it 
like lemmings over a cliff. " 
Mr Major said. However, on 
Friday and Saturday the jug¬ 
gernaut rumbled relentlessly 
on. with only Mr Major Dying 
to apply the brakes. 

He sounds comfortable with 
the idea of a referendum on 
any British-Cabinet decision to 
go into a single currency. But 
the prospect of the Major 
Cabinet recommending Brit¬ 
ish membership of a single 
currency now seems unimag¬ 
inably remote. 

The polls suggest that Mr 
Major will not have a Cabinet 
by 1998. How much room for 
manoeuvre will opinion or 
events leave Tony Blair if he 
comes to power in 1997? 

The crunch, and quite possi¬ 
bly the ELI'S annus horribilis, 
comes in 1998 when EU lead¬ 
ers will vote on which states 
qualify for EMU and when 
both France and Germany 
hold general elections. By a 
delicious acddent of timing, 
the British Prime Minister of 
the day will chair the spring 
summit that year which is due 
to decide who is in and who is 
out of monetary union. 

The single currency is the 
poisoned chalice of British 
politics. If Mr Major has to 
hand it over to Mr Blair, it will 
be one of the few consolations 
For losing the election. 


Referendum prospect, page 1 
Fisheries dispute, page 5 
Kohl's hold, page 10 
Peter Riddell, page 16 


Prisons compete 
for new five-star 
security ratings 


Eh’ Richard Ford, home correspondent 


PRISONS are to be awarded 
ratings for security in an 
attempt to prevent the lapses 
that led to breakouts at 
Whitemoor and Parkhurst 
top-security jails. 

The Prison Service is also 
studying whether officers 
should have the power to 
conduct intimate body search¬ 
es of inmates to stop drugs 
being smuggled into jails. 

Officials in the prison ser¬ 
vice want each of the 133 jails 
in England and Wales to be 
given one of five official rat¬ 
ings after annual security 
inspections. They are propos¬ 
ing to publish the ratings as a 
way of reassuring the public 
and raising standards. Rich¬ 
ard Tilt, acting director-gener¬ 
al of the service; wants jails 
rated as superior, good, ac¬ 
ceptable, deficient and unac¬ 
ceptable. Unacceptable 
ratings would require imme¬ 
diate action. 

During inspections a team 
of officials spends up to a week 
in a jail, looking at external 
physical security measures 
such as closed circuit tele¬ 


vision and fencing, watching 
staff carry out cell searches 
and the monitoring of wings 
and visits. Mr Tilt said that a 
prison winning the top rating 
could be rewarded by the 
service substituting a two- 
yearly security inspection for 
the curreni annual check. 

Securi ty audits were set up a 
year ago in the wake of Sir 
John Woodcock's report into 
the escape of five IRA men 
from Whitemoor prison at 
March in Cambridgeshire. 

Mr Hit said: “Wc have 
swung towards security in the 
last 12 months and quite 
deliberately so. We are contin¬ 
uing to place a high priority on 
security." 

Some prison staff are press¬ 
ing to be given power to 
conduct intimate body search¬ 
es of prisoners in an effort to 
cut the amount of drugs being 
smuggled into jails. The move, 
which would have implica¬ 
tions for staff-inmate relation¬ 
ships, is being studied by the 
service and would require 
legislation to be introduced by 
the Government. 




Vicar says sorry 
for slaying Santa 




-Vf 


A vicar said sony m ms wuguBBuuu;^T^rr 
their children that Father Christmas does Camm 

Brian Andrews, of St Lawrence Church m Abbots Langl^ 
Hertfordshire, had upset youngsters at a fomlfy service by 

_ ' .a . 1 ,1.* fn TlomWltC Iff 


the imagination. He left some of the 50 children, agedtiro- 
to nine, sobbing after saying that it was theJrmothereand 


tinder their pillows. . . 

Parents were outraged, saying the vicar was destroying 
the magic of Christmas. But he daimed htwas trytag fck 
show the children the dangers of treating the story of Jesus 
as a fairytale. He told aduBs yesterday in his congregation 
that his remark was flV-judged, and . he apologised 
“unreservedly for any pain or hurt that I have caused". 
More than 20 duldrea Joined the congregation from the 
Sunday school at the end of the service; unveOing a "Merry 
Christmas" banner which featured a smiling Santa. 


Two die in police chase 


A policeman and a motorist were killed daring a chase m 
Birmingham early yesterday. PC Robert DaBow. 41, with 
20 years’ service, was a passenger in a fast response vehicle 
as it chased a stolen Ford Escort The police car crashed 
into a car driven by Neil Homer, aged in his twenties, who 
lives in Oldbury. West Midlands. PC LezJie Collins, the 
poGce driver, suffered only minor injuries. 

O David Laudal was killed instantly when his car hit afire 
engine on an emergency call in Chorley. Lan c a shi re. 


New boot camp planned 


Britain's second boot camp is to open next year at the 
Army’s “glass house", providing young male offenders with 
lough, army-style discipline. Army personnel above the 
rank of sergeant will supervise up to 60 criminals sent to the 
Military Corrective Tr aining Centre at Colchester. The 
soldiers will first receive training by the prison service. The 
regime will be broadly similar to that of milifaxy personnel 
sent to the glass house, including drflL physical training 
and earned privileges, such as watching television. 


Free legal advice 


A leading barrister has announced a scheme to provide 
free legal advice for deserving cases. The plan for free—or 
pro bono —work, starting early next year with a six-month 
pilot scheme, was outlined by the outgoing Bar Council 
chairman. Peter Goldsmith, QC. He said: “Cuts in 
eligibility have seen hundreds of thousands drop out of the 
legal aid safety net A small profession like the Bar could 
never plug that gap. But it can tackle acute instances of 
potential injustice by offering its services." 


Kate Adie breaks a leg 


The BBC war correspondent Kate Adie was flown home 
from Sarajevo yesterday after slipping on Ice and breaking 
her ankle in the Bosnian city. The 49-year-old reporter was 
due to arrive at RAF Lyneham. Wiltshire, lad night on an 
air ambulance. She was then due to be transferred to a 
Nottingham hospital for surgery. Miss Adie has cover* ' 
events in die former Yugoslavia since die war began Fou* - ,-i 
irs ago. A BBC spokeswoman said: “It does seem to be . -j 
ly serious fracture." 


Stress destroys morale 


Stress is causing absence, accidents, reduced productivity, 
low morale, bad customer care, aggression and conflict, a 
survey of nearly 700 personnel directors for the Industrial 
Society suggests today. It also identifies a so-called “blame 
culture" in which managers refuse to lake responsibility for 
subordinates' mistakes and instead seek scapegoats. The 
society finds it “deeply disturbing" that managers believe 
stress is part of the job and that dangerously little is done to 
tackle the problem. 


Cromwell St plummets 


Property prices have slumped in Cronrwell Street. 
Gloucester, after the conviction of Rosemaiy West Estate 
agents say that no one wants to move into the area where 
West — sentenced to life for mordering ten women and 
girls — and her husband Fred lived, fed Wynn, of the 
Gloucester estate agents ME Wynn & Co. said: “The whole 
street has been affected. We have a house for sale at the 
moment with six bedrooms which would normally have 
fetched £60,000. We're offering it for £34,000." 


Lloyd Webber protest 


Animal welfare campaigners are taking action against the 
composer Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber over his derision to 
apply to farm ostriches on his 4,000-acre Hampshire estate. 
London Animal Action will be organising a protest on 
Wednesday evening outside the Drury Lane theatre 
waging his musical. Cats . A spokesman for the composer 
said he is known for supporting animal welfare causes and 
w31 not introduce ostrich farming until “fully satisfied that 
all the welfare concerns can be taken into account". 


Open and shut case 


An irate husband gave three passing youths an unexpected 
bonus when he hurled a briefcase containing £500 of 
Christmas Club money at his wife during a row. The 
briefcase missed its target and sailed over a hedge at the 
couple's home in Grantham. Lincolnshire. It was picked up 
by the youths, who fled. The husband gave chase to try to 
recover the cash, which belonged to Grantham Bonis Club, 
but the youths ran out of sight. A police spokesman said: 
“The case was recovered but there was not a penny In it" 


IRA surrender of guns ‘remote’ 


By Nicholas Watt. Ireland correspondent 


MARTIN MCGUINNESS. 
the leading Sinn Fein mem¬ 
ber. said yesterday that there 
was not the "remotest possibil¬ 
ity’' that the IRA would disarm 
ahead of a political settlement 
in Northern Ireland. 

Speaking on the eve of Sinn 
Fein’s meeting in Dublin to¬ 
day with the international 
disarmament body. Mr 
McGuinness reiterated a re¬ 
cent hardline IRA statement 
that rejected Britain's demand 
for a decommissioning of its 
arms. 

Asked on BBC Radio Ulster 
whether Sinn Fan's discus¬ 
sions with the commission 
would lead the IRA to hand 
over any weapons, Mr 
McGuinness said: ”1 don't 
believe that there is anybody 
seriously engaged in the in- 
depth discussions and negoti¬ 
ations of this process who 


believes that there is even the 
remotest possibility of any of 
that happening, whether it is 
from the British Army, the 
loyalists, the RUC or the IRA, 
in the absence of a negotiated 
settlement.” 

Mr McGuinness said he 
hoped the commission would 
reject Britain's insistence that 
the IRA must decommission 
some arms before Sinn Fein 
can join all-party talks. Mr 
McGuinness. who will join 
Gerry Adams at Sinn Fein's 
meeting with the commission 
at Dublin Castle this morning, 
said: "Many people fear the 
consequences of an inflexible 
British stance which continues 
to block any movement into 
all-party talks.” 

Mr McGuinness also dis¬ 
missed a report that he had 
recently resigned from the 
IRA army council to distance 



McGuinness: accused the 
British of inflexibility 


Sinn Fein'from the IRA. Mr 
McGuinness. who was con¬ 
victed by a Dublin court of 
IRA membership in the 1970s, 
said that he had never been a 
member of the IRA army 
council. 

His hardline comments will 
set the tone for Sinn Fein’s 


meeting with the arms com¬ 
mission, which is chaired by 
George Mitchell, the former 
American senator. Sinn Fein 
will teU the commission that- 
Britain should observe the 
rules of conflict resolution toy 
dropping its demand for thie 
decommissioning of arms by 
the IRA. 

The party will also say that 
the arms of the security forces 
must be considered on the 
same level as IRA arms, and 
they will call on the commis¬ 
sion to consider the reports 
into allegations of a shoot-to- 
kill policy by the RUC in the 
1980s. ' 

□ Johannesburg: South Afri¬ 
ca has agreed to a request by 
Sinn Fem to investigate the 
alleged sale of weapons by 
Armscor. the South African' 
state arms agency, to loyalists 
between 1991 and 1994. Duliah 
Omar, the Justice Minister, 
said (Inigo GUmour Writes}. 
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Sporting stars outshine academic rivals at Oxbridge 



By John O'Leary 

EIIUC.M <0N EDITOR 


Andrew: fly-half who also 
picked up an upper-second 


THE enduring image of the 
intellectually challenged Ox¬ 
bridge sports star has been ex¬ 
posed as a myth in a study that 
shows blues now outperform their 
less active counterparts in the 
examination haJL 

Analysis of the degree results 
from several main sports shows 
Oxford blues beating the universi¬ 
ty’s average. The hockey learn 
boasted a dutch of firsts while 
winning a place in the National 
League, all but une uf the cricket¬ 
ers graduating last summer man- 
■ aged at least an upper-second, and 
successive rugby teams also ex¬ 
ceeded die degree norm. 

Fierce academic competition 
has ail but ended the concessions 


once made to outstanding sport¬ 
ing prospects hy the ancient 
universities. Sir Colin Cowdrey 
was one uf many top sportsmen to 
leave Oxford without a degree, 
but recent results show that to¬ 
day's stars have to he all-rounders. 

Matthew Syed. the lop English 
table tennis player, look a first al 
Ball ini College, and even the 
rowers, who have been the butt of 
academies* jokes down the years, 
have now caught up. The eights 
who dominated the Bout Race 
between 1976 and 1985 matched 
the university degree average. 

Dr Richard Cooper, who 
chaired a university spurts- task¬ 
force. is collating figures collected 
by the various duhs to support the 
case for better central sports 
facilities. He said: “The university 
has a firm line that we do not let in 


anybody who isn't up to it aca¬ 
demically. But the lop sportsmen 
tend to be tremendous organism, 
who pack a lot into their day." 

Sir Roger Bannister, who ran 
the first sub-four-minute mile as a 
medical student at Oxford, said: 
“Times have changed since the 
post-war period when I went up to 
Exeter College. People used to ask 
if you were a 'reading man* and 
the afternoons were pretty well 
given up to sport and other 
activities, but now entry standards 
are much higher and must col¬ 
leges do not pay any attention to 
sporting prowess in selecting 
students." 

Cambridge Ls yet to conduct a 
systematic study, but anecdotal 
evidence confirms the dark blues' 
findings. Tony Lemons, the uni¬ 
versity’s director of physical edu¬ 


cation. said: “I watch the results 
fairly carefully, and i believe that 
the degrees sportsmen and 
women get are certainly as good 
as anyone else's. if not slightly 
better." 

Last summer's cricket team 
produced two first-class degrees 
among the lop-order batsmen, 
while rugbv and rowing are 
dominated by postgraduates, who 
require at least aii upper-second 
class degree to secure a place. “We 
would like more sportsmen at 
Cambridge, but we do not sacri¬ 
fice academic standards." 

Most of Cambridge's best- 
known sportsmen of recent years 
have achieved good academic 
results. Mike Brearlcy. the former 
England cricket captain, took a 
first while Mike Atherton. the 
current holder of the post his 


team-mate John Crawley and the 
rugby star Rob Andrew ail man- 
aged upper-seconds. 

Oxford is a third of the way 
towards its target of £J million 10 
build a university swimming 
pool. An appeal for an alJ-weather 
hockey pitch is likely to follow. 
The colleges have given £500.000 
towards the pool, a sum matched 
bv a grant from the university's 
fund-raising appeal. Oxford has 
put in a bid to the National 
Lottery for the remaining 
£2 million. 

Dr Cooper, a Fellow of 
Brasenose College, said: “The 
colleges have always had good 
facilities, hut the university cen¬ 
trally is beginning to lake sport 
seriously now. These surveys 
shmv that our sportsmen are not 
thick at all." 



Cowdrey: batsman who 
left without a degree 
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Woman officer manacled as a joke 

Policemen forced 
to resign after 
handcuff prank 
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THREE policemen who hand¬ 
cuffed a woman officer during 
“horseplay" at a west London 
station have been forced to 
resign. The Metropolitan 
Police constables, each with 
more than 15 years' experi¬ 
ence, were found guilty of 
discreditable conduct at a 
disciplinary hearing. Scotland 
Yard confirmed yesterday. 

PCs Graham Stanton. Paul 
Map let oft and Stephen Ran¬ 
dall, all in their thirties, were 
based at Reltham police sta¬ 
tion with the younger woman 
constable. The three men were 
“messing about" before going 
off duty when Mr Stanton 
pulled out die handcuffs and 
put them around her wrists. 
Mr Mapietoft was said to have 
joined in while Mr Randall 
stood by. 

i gt The WPC screamed and her 
protests were heard by a 
woman colleague, who came 
into the room. She is said to 
have backed up the victim's 
version of events. The victim’s 
fiance, whom she is due to 
marry in June, is also a 
policeman and was said to be 


By Stephen Farrell 

"incensed" at the men’s behav¬ 
iour. ‘He wanted to go and hit 
them, but knew he couldn't." 
said a colleague. The woman, 
who is in her twenties, made a 
formal allegation of assault 
and a complaints investiga¬ 
tion ream was called in. 

A Scotland Yard spokes¬ 
woman said criminal pro¬ 
ceedings were not necessary 
because the constables were 
not accused of indecent 
assault Handcuffing alone 
would justify an assault inves¬ 
tigation and finding of dis¬ 
creditable conduct, she said. 

The two^day disciplinary 
hearing, which ended on Fri¬ 
day, was understood to have 
been chaired by two senior 
officers, including Paul Man¬ 
ning, a regional commander. 
The officers, who have denied 
behaving improperly, have 
lodged appeals. One source 
said: "It appears that the 
handcuffing was part of horse¬ 
play. messing around, rather 
than anything done violently." 

The victim, whose father is 
also a policeman, spent four 
days thinking over her deri¬ 


sion before going ahead with a 
formal complaint. She re¬ 
turned to duty after the inci¬ 
dent. During the investiga¬ 
tion. Mr Stanton and Mr 
Randall stayed in the Houns¬ 
low division hut Mr Mapietoft 
was transferred to Heathrow. 

A friend of the victim said 
she was shocked when friend¬ 
ly station room joking sudden¬ 
ly went out of control. “It was 
just the usual banter that got 
out of hand. She was really 
distressed at what happened." 
he said yesterday. 

“ft's going to be awful for 
her to come back to work after 
three guys got kicked out, but 
the blokes at the station have 
supported heT 100 per cent 
Everyone knows you can have 
a laugh and a joke but you 
don't touch. 

“The feeling is Stanton went 
because he is a handcuff 
instructor. We are all told the 
cuffs are not to be used for 
anything other than prisoners. 

- What's the.point .of hjm drum¬ 
ming it into everybody at the 
station if he then goes and 
does something like rhisT* 



St Paul’s virger 
wins claim of 
unfair dismissal 


By- Russell Jenkins 


Marilyn Ivory complained dial she was made the butt of smutty jokes and 
innuendo as the Church of England moved towards the ordination of women 


A WOMAN virger at St Paul's 
Cathedral who" claimed dial 
>he was demoted and subject¬ 
ed to smutty jokes and sexual 
innuendo has won a claim for 
unfair dismissal. 

Marilyn Ivory. 49, of Wan- 
siead. east London, was yes¬ 
terday celebrating her victory- 
over senior churchmen who 
moved her from the caihedral 
post she had held for nine 
years. An industrial tribunal 
upheld her claim against the 
Dean of St Paul's, the Very 
Rev Eric Evans. Another 
claim for sexual discrimina¬ 
tion was rejected because the 
allegations were submitted 
after a three-month time limit 

John Scanneii. the tribunal 
chairman, criticised the male 
hierarchy of the cathedral for 
making comments which “af¬ 
fected the dignity of a woman 
at work". He attacked the 
cathedral's staff policy' for a 
“complete lack of disciplinary 
rules and procedures”. 

Mrs Ivory, who has been 
unable to find work since she 
left the cathedral three years 
ago, will use the 15-page 
reserved judgment to seek 
damages against the cathe- 
draL She said yesterday: “I 
am enormously pleased that I 
have won and I feel vindicated 
for taking the stand I did. It 
has all been worth it They 
were determined to do some 


downsizing and ihev picked 
on me.” 

Mrs ivory was iht- only 
female senior \irger at die 
cathedral, where she wore a 
cassock, performed official du¬ 
ties during religious ceremo¬ 
nies and helped to supervise 
tourists. She claimed that the 
atmosphere became increas¬ 
ingly oppressive as- the 
Church of England moved 
towards the ordination of 
women priests. She was made 
the butt of smutty jokes and 
sexual innuendo, she said. 

She claimed that when the 
department was reorganised 
in 1992. her job effectively 
disappeared. While four male 
virgers kept their posts, she 
was told that she could accept 
a job as till supervisor nr lake 
redundancy. 

She was ordered to ex¬ 
change her cassock for a 
business suit and given a 
cloakroom cupboard" for an 
office. Mrs Ivory, who was 
earning £17.000 a year, gave 
in her notice. 

St Paul’s Cathedral said 
yesterday: “The cathedral has 
no comment to make about the 
result, other than to note that 
despite the acusations against 
Canon |Michael| Saward and 
various virgers. the complaint 
of sex discrimination has, in 
the words of the tribunal, 
•failed completely'.” 
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Head threatened 
in parking row 


By Emma Wilkins 
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A HEADMASTER has won a 
court order to protect him 
against local residents in a 
dispute over parking. 

David Capp, who has been 
headmaster of Brundall Pri¬ 
mary School, Brundall, Nor¬ 
folk, for 26 years, went to court 
after “Kill Capp" was daubed 
on his garage door. 

The dispute centres on the 
use of a lane near the school 
where parents regularly park 
their cars. Residents, who 
argue that the Jane is a private 
road, claim that cars have 
been left blocking their ga¬ 
rages for up to three hours 
while parents attend school 
events. 

In one case earlier this year 
a householder blocked off the 
lane with bollards, leading to 
a scuffle between a local man 
and a parent which was 
broken up by police. 

Mr Capp’s contribution to 
the dispute came last summer 
when he wrote an article in the 
school magazine assuring par¬ 
ents that they were free to park 
in the lane. 

Norfolk County Council de¬ 
cided to seek a court injunction 


to protect Mr Capp when the 
graffito was found the day 
after the murder of Philip 
Lawrence, the headmaster 
who was stabbed while pro¬ 
tecting a pupil outside his 
school in Maida Vale, west 
London. 

The injunction names six 
residents: Anthony Manners, 
a company director and his 
wife Janet Michael Richard¬ 
son, an oil rig worker and his 
wife Doreen, and BDI Turpin. 
a builder and his wife Mary. 

During the hearing last 
Friday at Norwich County 
Court the proceedings were 
dropped against Mrs Turpin 
and those against Mrs Rich¬ 
ardson were adjourned. 

The four others signed an 
undertaking to “restore the 
good order and control of the 
community”, at the direction 
of David Crome. the Recorder. 

The judge ordered Mr and 
Mrs Manners. Mr Richard¬ 
son arid Mr Turpin not to 
enter Mr Capp's property or 
the school grounds, other than 
for lawful reasons, and not to 
molest or harass Mr Capp or 
his wife Adrienne. 


Lost story recasts 
Miller salesman 

From Quentin Letts in new york 


A FORGOTTEN short story 
by the teenage Arthur Miller 
suggests that the inspiration 
for the central character in 
Death of a Salesman was not 
his father but a suicidal coat 
salesman called SchoenzeiL 

The manuscript for the 1932 
story, entitled In Memoriam, 
was found in Miller archives 
at the Llniversity of Texas. The 
17-year-old describes an after¬ 
noon he spent with Schoenzeif 
when they were both working 
for Miller’s grandfather, who 
owned a coat-manufacturing 
business. The impression of 
Schoenzeit is richly evocative 
of Willy Lornan, hero of 
Miller's 1949 dramatic mast¬ 
erpiece. 

The young Miller captures 
the hopelessness of an adult 
salesman, drained by the de¬ 
mands of life in the Depres¬ 
sion. in the manuscript found 
recently by John Lahr, drama 
critic of tne New Yorker. It is 
published in today's issue of 
the magazine. 

The story depicts Schoenzeit 
sitting at bis workplace, “tears 
of perspiration dotting the 
reddened ridge that his gray 


felt hat had made around his 
head. The shiny, bulgy-toed 
shoes placed flatly and it 
seemed carefully on the car¬ 
pet, his overcoat folded neatly 
on a chair, the bow of his ties 
stuck so perfectly into the 
crevice of a starched, rounded 
collar completed a setting 
where i am sure he never 
belonged." After an unsuccess¬ 
ful trip to a large retailer, 
Schoenzeit adopts the look of 
“a small dog who has messed 
in the house, standing now, 
after his beating, waiting for 
his master to open the door to 
the back yard”. Miller men¬ 
tions his colleague's quick¬ 
fading laughter, his unpred¬ 
ictable conversation. 

Mr Lahr said yesterday: 
“Occasionally you stumble on 
something that really gets 
your heart running. It hap¬ 
pened wlten I found this story. 
This was the seed which 
produced Willy Loman." 

Mr Lahr said the play¬ 
wright had told him he had 
forgotten writing the story. 
"He had no memory of it and 
was as fascinated as the rest of 
us," he said. 
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Football rematch revives old fears 




By John Goomwdy 
and Kate alderson 

THE worst fears of the police 
were realised yesterday when 
the draw for the European 
Championship football finals 
brought England, Scotland 
and Holland together in the 
same preliminary group- The 
dash between England and 
Scotland at Wembley on June 
15 is possibly the roast com¬ 
bustible in the tournament. 

However, Glen Kirton, the 
tournament director, moved 
to head off concern about the 
fixture. “We 'welcome the 
Scots with open arms. Every 
match has its own particular 
challenge, Scotland no more 
than any other,’’ he said. 

The oldest international in 
the world was abandoned in 
1989 after a series of violent 
outbursts. In 1967, Scottish 
supporters celebrated their 
victory at Wembley over En¬ 
gland’s/World Cup winners 



A Scottish victory at Wembley in 1977 ended with 
jubilant supporters destroying one of the goals 


by invading the pilch and 
cutting up pieces of turf. Ten 
years later, they broke one of 
the crossbars in their delight 
at another victory. After fur¬ 
ther trouble in 1988 and 1989, 
the annual fixture was 
stopped. 

The EnglandvHolland 
garno on June IS will generate 


further security problems. 
When the two countries met 
in the 1990 World Cup in 
Cagliari, there were fights 
between England followers 
and the Sardinian police, who 
succeeded in keeping rival 
supporters apart 
Assistant Chief Constable 
Malcolm George, head of 


policing for Euro ’96, 
described the £20 million sec¬ 
urity operation for the tourna¬ 
ment as “massive" but not 
intrusive. “Our main strategy 
has to be quite intellectual 
and we have to target the 
hooligan element not just 
here in the UK but those that 
are among the 250.000 specta¬ 
tors who are coming from 
Europe.” Every point of entry 
will be monitored. 

The whole security opera¬ 
tion will be run from Scotland 
Yard by a special uniL 

Mr George, who has al¬ 
ready been working For two 
years on preparations, accept¬ 
ed that there will be pockets of 
fighting, “but it will be OK in 
the end- I am confident we 
have got the strategy, man¬ 
power and intelligence to 
ensure that this is remem¬ 
bered as a football evenL not a 
hooligan evenL” 

Euro *96, pages 1,21 ,27 


Call in and 
gain a few 
pounds this 
Christmas. 


Laadalow 
Central East 
' North East Scotland 
0800990990 
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ONLY SHOP WHERE 
THE STANDARD 
HAS BEEN RAISED 




Up to 


£50 

Cashback with CeDptt 
Frequent Caller Plus tariff 


Up to 


Buy a mobile phone this 
Christmas and you could receive 
up to £50* Cashback. 

But that’s not all there is to 
gain when you walk into a 
BT Communications Centre. 

Our staff are full of excellent 
advice. 

Every centre is bursting with a 
product range that will meet your every 
communications need. 


"Offer cads 3J<t Deeeatoei 1S9S. 


£30 

Cashback with Ceflnet 
(tegular Caflef Plus tariff 


Up to 


£20 

Cashback with Cettret 
OaaswtaJ Caller tariff 



Crown Talk 
Midlands 
03203 447834 

Midland Phones 
Wat Midlands 
01384572144 

ftbepeint 
SoffaBt/Essez 
m0 767778 

£n&opbooe 


And because BT and CeDnet 
have weighed in with their official 
sign of approval, you can be sure 
that the service wifi always be of 
the very highest standard. 

For details of your local BT 
Communications Centre, just call 
the nearest head office number listed 
opposite. 

Then you can be sure of a really satisfying 
Christmas. > 

I 

Communications 

Centre 


Norfolk 
• " 080050378 

. National Rjutwfdne 

Nor&an&fRtds 

€800387832 

Uplands 

West 

0800240000 


Sou&IEast London 

m mam 


Moeo 


Bat Swrii 

i.. ; 080037 ml 

PhaoeJme 

BacksJBerks/SstmyJ 
Hurls V 
01753553553 . 

• Phone fbeWwld 
Soidh Coast 

0800621 m 
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MoD’s biggest spender 
moves into £254m base 


A panel of heritage experts wOl advise on the selection of 
a new owner for the 300yearold Royal Naval College at 
Greenwich, it will be announced this week. Michael 
Portillo, the Defence Secretary, has shortlisted three 
contenders for the Wren buildings, out of eight original 
bids. Greenwich University, in conjunction with the 
National Maritime Museum, has emerged as the 
favourite to take over the rite when the Ministry of 
Defence vacates the college in 1997. An American 
university is also rumoured to have putin a bid. 


Bv Michael Evans 

THE Ministry of Defence’s 
biggest spender, who has an 
annual budget of E7 billion, 
moves into his new £254 mil¬ 
lion post-modernist offices to¬ 
day — a futuristic complex 
that includes cafes and indoor 
“streets’' to encourage staff to 
mix socially. 

After two years of building 
work, a 98-acre site at Abbey 
Wood near Bristol has been 
transformed into a headquar¬ 
ters for the MoD’s equipment 
procurement executive, head¬ 
ed by Malcolm McIntosh, its 
Australian chief. 

Dr McIntosh and his senior 
staff will start work in their 
open-plan office this morning 
and expect to become the envy 
of every MoD civil servant left 
behind in London in overheat¬ 
ed and ageing buildings. 

The Abbey Wood complex, 
which has been built with 
long-lasting, sun-absorbing 
Portland stone, was nearly 
scrapped when ministers and 
the Treasury questioned 
whether it was necessary to 
build such a huge establish¬ 
ment and sought alternative 
ways of housing the procure¬ 


ment executive’s 7.S00 staff. As 
part of the MaD^ Frontline 
First defence costs study, 
aimed at saving money in the 
support services, the justifica¬ 
tion for continuing with the 
Abbey Wood project was mi¬ 
nutely examined. With plans 
to slim the workforce to 4,300 
by 1997 because of defence 
cuts, it was even mooted 
whether to scrap the depart¬ 
ment and leave weapon-buy¬ 
ing (o the three individual 
Armed Services. 

However, John Gulvin, the 
MoD’s director-general of 
business strategy, said there 
was overwhelming support 
for finishing the project 
because the mulrimii lion- 
pound complex would eventu¬ 
ally save £1(6 million a year in 


maintenance and manpower 
costs. The Abbey Wood com¬ 
plex — including a lake de¬ 
signed to serve a security 
purpose as a moat — 25,000 
shrubs and 5,000 trees, will 
also revolutionise Civil Service 
culture, which has been nur¬ 
tured over the years in imper¬ 
sonal Whitehall corridors and 
offices with closed doors. 

Each office in the complex, 
based around four “neigh¬ 
bourhood" working blocks, is 
open plan and even the parti¬ 
tions are transparent. Dr 
McIntosh has the same furni¬ 
ture as everyone else and the 
4,300 staff who will be in place 
by October next year, will be 
expected to stop sending 
memos and attending endless 
committees. Paperwork will 


be replaced by chats in the 
piazza and negotiations along 
the Northumbrian-slate 
“streets" or glass-covered 
bridges linking offices, or in 
the 75-seat cafes. There is also 
a 500-seat restaurant 

The MoD civil servants who 
will leave London for Bristol 
will each be given about 
£25,000 in relocation ex¬ 
penses, which, with special 
computer equipment, will add 
another ESQ million to the cost 
of the project. 

The single she at Abbey 
Wood will replace nine differ¬ 
ent buildings in London which 
house the procurement execu¬ 
tive, including the decaying 
and ugly Empress State tower 
block in Earl's Court, and St 
Christopher's House in South¬ 
wark which has nets attached 
to the outside to catch falling 
masonry. Mr Gulvin added: 
‘There is no rule which says 
that if you build a new 
building for civil servants it 
has to be unattractive. We 
could have designed two huge 
monolithic blocks but this will 
be much more attractive and 
better for the whole environ¬ 
ment. as well as providing 
efficient offices." 



Memos and committee meetings will be discouraged at the futuristic open-plan Abbey Wood complex near Bristol 
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Avoid getting your head chopped off by the in-laws this Christmas. 




concerns over 
cancer drug tru 


By Nigel Hawkes, science editor 


•^**1.! 


THE biggest trial of a breast 
cancer drug in Britain is going 
ahead in spite of a similar trial 
being abandoned in America, 
where it is feared that long¬ 
term use might be doing more 
harm than good. 

Both the Cancer Research 
Campaign and the Imperial 
Cancer Research Fund have 
defended the British trial of 
tamoxifen, a drug used after 
surgery for early breast can¬ 
cer. They say that parallels 
with the American trial are not 
dose, suggesting the authdri- 
jies there may have actedover- 
hastily. " *' '''' ' J 

The American results sug¬ 
gested that the effects of 
tamoxifen may fade with pro¬ 
longed use or. worse, that 
cancer risks may increase in 
women who have taken the 
drug for more than five years. 

The findings emerged from 
a review carried out last 
month by the managers of a 
trial known as B-14 investigat¬ 
ing the long-term use of 
tamoxifen. The National Sur¬ 
gical Adjuvant Breast and ' 
Bowel Project, based in Pitts- , 
burgh, which was running the 
trial, found unexpected re¬ 
sults. Among women who had 
. taken tamoxifen for five years. 
92 per cent were still free of 
disease four years later. 
Among those who had taken if 
for longer than five years. 86 
per cent were disease-free. 

In addition, the longer-term 
group had six cases of endo¬ 
metrial cancer, against two in 
the five-year group: six new 


cancers in the untreated 
breast, against five: and 12 
hew primary cancers of other 
organs, against nine. These 
findings are said to be 
matched by those of a Scottish 
study yet to be published. 

In Birmingham, recruit¬ 
ment for a major tamoxifen 
trial continues. The organisers 
are hoping for 20,000 volun¬ 
teers and have so far recruited V. 
2,000. Dr Helena Earl, co- 
chairman of the committee co¬ 
ordinating the trial, said: “The 
general view in this country is 
. that the numbers of patients 
‘involved in the US study is 
very small, and that it is 
impossible to make meaning¬ 
ful judgments.” . 

Professor Richard Beta of 
the research fund's Cancer 
Studies Uriitin Oxford, said: 

“It may well have been a 
mistake for the American trial 
to have been stopped. If it had 
continued, the ..final result 
mighr-- h'ave : been-, 'quite 
different” -. .. 

. The fond says that it is 
impassible to know what term 
of treatment is the optimum. 
While trials are in progress, 
the play of chance "may hap- 
■ jamtofavctor^theT dtiHter or 
longer-treatment, but taken as 
a whole, there is no clear 
evidence as to. whether two 
years, five years, or substan¬ 
tially more than five years is 
best Dr Earl said that slie 
hoped the continuing.’.uncer¬ 
tainty would encourage more 
women to take part ki the 
British triaL 


An outlook that 
keeps improving 


lumpectomy, for the removal 
of a small malignant tumour 
from her breast It was diag¬ 
nosed after she had a scan at 
the Princess Grace Hospital 
in London last week. 

The mammography unit at 
the Princess Grace has a 
reputation for providing a 
remarkably high standard of 
accuracy in its interpretation 
of mammograms, and the 
overall standard in the inter¬ 
pretation in the NHS of 
mammograms has improved 
enormously since tighter su¬ 
pervision of quality control 
was introduced. Now weD 
over 80 per cent of tumours 
are detected at the first visit It 
is greatly easier after the 
second attendance, when 
changes in pattern are more 
obvious. 

Recent reports in the New 
England Journal of Medi¬ 
cine and the British Medical 
Journal have analysed the 
results of different types of 
breast surgery for early, small 
cancerous lumps. Doctors 
have compared survival after 
lumpectomy with or without 
radiotherapy with those fol¬ 
lowing mastectomy. The sur¬ 
veys have shown that there is 


ms uuouinc uam .me imee 
groups. ? 

Radiotherapy reduced the 
local recurrence rate, and 
fewer patients died of their 
tumour, but more from other 
causes. Recently introduced 
improvements in radiothera¬ 
py are likely to reduce these 
incidental deaths after its tise. 
and there is already evidence 
tiiat survival times me npw 
being increased if women 
have radiotherapy as weH as 
surgery. . ... i 

Tamoxifen, although ithis 
side-effects, some serkrasih^s 
enormously unproved the 
chances of survival... Ehrjy 
detection with mammogra¬ 
phy is important. j 

A careful 20-year study^is 
yet unpublished and with - Us 
data still to. be finally and ifi- 
dependently checked, is.lflcqy 
to prove sensational when tfie 
results are announce^ s&ftL 
shows an amazin gly: 
year survival rateiin Vwjgp- 
including those' 
and 50, whose bti^st Hj&jr 
was first detected by/.rocfl^ 
mammography.. ,.. : ,i 


DRT^Ci^S 

StutfafSbp 


nec !^" fi'°, US T‘ 1 !' that rai “ snjppins at Mch 0thcr?wh )’- ** Olympus AF-10 Mini gift set, naturally. Everything one could i 
is simoii ‘" e ChHswm box: camera, carrying case, batteries and colour film. And with auto focus, auto wind and ami-red eye, talcing a p 

simplicity itself. in fee. all the m-Iaws need ,o do is loud, point end shoot Which, ofcourse. should come as second nature. JH 
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Labour seeks to extend Tory revolt as Commons votes on cut in British fishing quota 

Major faces §ii ^ 

join forces WM¥^ : 

By Arthur Leathley. political correspondent A 4 7' ~ i 
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MINISTERS are trying to 
avert a backbench rebellion 
over the European fisheries 
policy which threatens to re¬ 
new Tory tensions. 

in an unlikely alliance, 
Euro-scepdcs plan to use the 
vote tomorrow to underline 
their opposition to fish quotas 
while pro-European MPs 
have said that they may 
register dissatisfaction at the 
Government's negative atti¬ 
tude towards the single cur¬ 
rency. About five Conservative 
MPs with strong fishing inter¬ 
ests are waiting for the precise 
wording of the motions for 
debate before deciding wheth¬ 
er to join at least ten other 
Tories in the rebellion. With a 
government majority of only 
five, abstentions are likely to 
prove decisive. 

John Major and Malcolm 
Rifltind, the Foreign Secre¬ 
tary, appealed for calm yester¬ 
day as they sought to avert a 
defeat in die final Commons 
vote of the year. Mr Major 
asked Tory MPs not to try to 





Baldry: final attempt to 
dissuade potential rebels 


defeat the Government on a 
"routine token debate". He 
said: "I hope colleagues will 
not choose to express dissatis¬ 
faction at any aspect of Euro¬ 
pean policy, and 1 have no 
knowledge that they are going 
to. We will have to wait and 
see." 

Mr Rifkmd said that he 
sympathised with complaints 
about the fisheries policy but 
warned potential rebels that 
they would be “pretty foolish" 
to use a vote that will not 
change the policy. They would 
be “shooting themselves in the 
foot" in siding with Labour. 

Tony Baldry. the Fisheries 
Minister, is meeting MPs 
today and tomorrow in a last 
attempt to persuade them to 
drop their revolt over plans, to 
be discussed by fisheries min¬ 
isters in Brussels this week, to 
reduce the amount of fish that 
can be caught in British 
waters. 

Although the outcome of the 
vote may depend on the num¬ 
ber erf Ulster Unionist MPS 
who attend. Labour will today 
draft an amendment aimed at 
attracting as many Tory 
backbench supporters as 
possible. 

Hugh Dykes, a leading pro- 
European MP, renewed his 
threat to withhold his support 
in protest at the Government's 
“timid" approach at Madrid to 
a single currency. “I don't 
expect the Prime Minister to 
lead this country from the 
point of view of living in the 
past and indulging fan old 
nostalgia.” he said. David 
Howefi, another pro-Euro¬ 
pean, has suggested that he 
might also register his protest 
over foreign policy. 

Peier Ridded, page 16 
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One of the few remaining inshore boats still fishing out of Aldeburgh pictured by Simon Walker yesterday being launched from the strand 

Inshore catch consigns boats to scrapheap 


By Ian Murray 


UNEMPLOYMENT drove Rodney 
Bums to find work as a fisherman 26 
years ago. He is now faced with the 
prospect of the dole queue again 
because European Union quotas 
make it impossible for him to survive 
using the age-old methods employed 
by inshore fishermen. 

He owns one of eight boats still 
fishing from the open strand at 
Aldeburgh on the Suffolk coast In 
1969, the year in which he found his 
first job, there were 38 boats. 

“Every year now more and more of 
us have to give up," he said yesterday. 
“Because we are caught by the quota 
system we are only earning enough on 
a day-to-day basis to survive and when 
boats need replacing or require major 
overhaul there is just no money to pay 
for it" 


The fishermen say they lose 150 days 
of fishing a year when the heavy 
North Sea swell rolling on to the 
beach makes it impossible to launch 
their boats. “Those lost days should be 
our quota.” Mr Bums said. “Boats 
from harbours like Lowestoft do not 
lose anything like as many days and 
Brussels should recognise that 

“If they make us stop fishing when 
we can put to sea. there is just no way 
we can continue. Last month alone we 
lost 20 days while faster, bigger boats 
from other ports scooped the fish up. 
Then they stop us fishing because the 
quota has been reached. 

“Boats from other ports are still 
allowed to go on fishing in our waters. 
It’s nothing to do with conservation. 
It’s insane.” 

He said he stopped his two sons 
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Sea 


NORFOLK 
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becoming fishermen because there 
was no future in iL “Nothing would 
give me greater pleasure than for them 
to have followed in my footsteps, but 
that would be a short cut to 
unemployment. 

“My boat, the Dorothy May, is 18 


years old and cannot last much longer, 
but I will never be able to afford the 
£25.000 to replace her and I don't 
think any bank would be prepared to 
lend a fisherman here that sort of 
money. We could never keep up the 
payments.” 

Mr Bums said he did not think any 
motion passed by Parliament would 
save them from the quota system. “As 
far as I can see the best we can hope 
for is that they can eventually negoti¬ 
ate something in Brussels.” 

However, he said, that would take 
“a very long time, and even if they 
change their minds about us it is Jikety 
to be too late. 

“We have done everything we can. 
but with these quotas I cannot see how 
we can survive. When we go it will be 
devastating for the town because we 
have been an essential pari of it for 
generations.” 


‘Fast lane’ 
for church 
schools is 
diverted 

By John O'Leary 

EDUCATION EDITOR 

JOHN MAJOR'S plans for 
church schools to opt out of 
local authority control without 
balloting parents are on the 
brink of being withdrawn 
after a renewed split between 
Downing Street and Gillian 
Shephard, the Education and 
Employment Secretary. 

There have been more ihan 
2.000 responses on proposals 
to give governors the power to 
determine a school's status, 
and most have been over¬ 
whelmingly hostile. Anglican 
and Roman Catholic bishops 
have described the idea as 
discriminatory and divisive. 

However, the Prime Minis¬ 
ter is reluctant to abandon a 
personal initiative that he sees 
as essential ro renewing the 
drive towards more grant- 
maintained schools. The issue 
of the 4.000 church schools 
threatens to reopen a rift thai 
was evident in lengthy discus¬ 
sions over nursery vouchers 
and over Mr Major's desire 
for all schools to become 
grant-maintained. 

The Queen’s Speech made 
no commitment to a “fast 
track" for church schools in 
signalling further legislation 
on opting out. But a change of 
mind on the issue would leave 
both of the Education Depart¬ 
ment’s current bills in disar¬ 
ray after last week's post¬ 
ponement of the privatisation 
of student loans. 

Mrs Shephard said that no 
decision had been reached on 
which of six options to adopt. 
“The Prime Minister and 1 feel 
very strongly about the advan¬ 
tages of self-government for 
schools, and work on extend¬ 
ing that benefit to all schools is 
continuing ” 

David BlunketL the Shadow 
Education and Employment 
Secrelaxy, called for foe initia¬ 
tive to be shelved. 

He said: “When foe Conser¬ 
vative Party takes on the 
Church of England, let alone 
foe Catholics and other 
churches, we really do know 
they have signed a suicide note 
for foe general election." 

Leading article, page 17 
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but now you have TWO choices 


The introduction of Zovirax Cold Sore Cream 
heralded a major breakthrough for cold sore 
sufFerers. Cold sore prevention was possible, 
for the very first time, without a doctor’s 
prescription. 

Millions of users 

Now there are millions of 
cold sore sufferers who rely 
on anti-viral Zovirax Cold 
Sore Cream to stop a cold 
sore before it appears. They 
simply treat that tingle, five 
times a day For five days and | 
the discomfort, embarrass- | 
ment and pain of a cold sore 
can be prevented. There is 
no other product that can 
make this claim - because 
no other product is 
clinically-proven to stop a jrj. 
cold sore appearing. [g 

Unsurpassed efficacy, new convenience 

Now there is more good news for cold sore 
sufFerers. Because this uniquely-effective 
product is also available in a new pump, 
offering unsurpassed convenience and the 


reassurance of controlled delivery, wherever 
and whenever you need it. 

Keep it with you - treat the tingle 
New pump is robust and discreet. Simply keep 
.... it with you wherever you 
•"*v; go. Then you’ll always be 

ready to treat that tingle - 
and prevent your cold sore 
appearing. 

Your only choice for 
prevention 

So remember, there really 
is no other choice for cold 
sore prevention. Why buy a 
cold sore treatment, when 
cold sore prevention is 
possible? Simply choose 
Zovirax Cold Sore Cream, 
trusted by millions in 
new pump or original 
tube - from pharmacies 
everywhere. To find out more or to receive a 
free leaflet about cold sores and their 
prevention, call this cold sore information line: 
(Average cost of a call will be 6 . 3 p per minute) 
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Press for cold sore prevention 
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Disclosures that Davis used American company’s jet add to row over bribery claim 
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Lottery undermined by 
regulator’s GTech links 


By Jon Ashworth 

THE removal of Peter Davis 
as regulator of the National 
Lottery would plunge one of 
Britain'S biggest money spin¬ 
ners into deep uncertainty. 
Technically, responsibility for 
regulating the National Lot¬ 
tery would pass to Mr Davis’s 
deputy, Diana Kahn, but her 
position may be undermined if 
Mr Davis goes. Ms Kahn has 
travelled around America on a 
GTech jet, and. her credibility 
is similarly at threat 

It was never imagined that 
the regulator could be re¬ 
moved from his post in this 
manner, and it is not clear 
whether guidelines covering 
this eventuality exist 

The storm over Mr Davis’s 
links with GTech, the Ameri¬ 
can lottery company, poses the 
most serious threat to the 
National Lottery since Noel 
Edmonds first called for the 
balls to be activated in Novem¬ 
ber last year. The past 13 
months have seen attacks on 
excessive profits and mis¬ 
judged hand-outs, but this is 
the first time the foundations 
of the lottery have been 
challenged. 

The turmoil began a week 
ago. when bribery claims 
made by Richard Branson 
surfaced on the BBCl’s Pan¬ 
orama. Mr Branson, whose 
vision was for a non-profit- 
making National Lottery, 
claimed that Guy Snowden, 
chairman of GTech. had tried 


to bribe turn to stay out of the 
race in September 1993. 
GTech described the allega¬ 
tion as an “evil smear”. 

Mr Branson responded on 
Friday by starting libel pro¬ 
ceedings against GTech. ac¬ 
cusing the company of calling 
him .a liar. It was separately 
announced that a senior and 
independent person, likely to 
be a leading QC, would be 
appointed to investigate Mr 
Branson's allegations. 

Mr Davis was dragged into 
the row after denying on 
Panorama that he had ever 
been told about Mr Branson's 


bribe allegations. Mr Branson 
insists that he did tell Mr 
Davis, with witnesses present, 
but concedes that he men¬ 
tioned it informally- 
The storm moved info the 
political arena when Mr Da¬ 
vis admitted to members of the 
Commons Public Accounts 
Committee that he had accept¬ 
ed the use of a GTech private 
jet during a whistle-stop tour 
of American state lotteries in 
October 1994. MPs accused 
Mr Davis of acting like an 
innocent abroad: as National 
Lottery regulator he has an 
obligation to distance himself 


Gambling predicted 
to increase by £5bn 


British punters coaid spend 
an Odra E5 billion a year on 
gambling by the turn of the 
century because of the popu¬ 
larity of the National Lot¬ 
tery, a group of economic 
forecasters claims today. 

A report by the Henley 
Centre, suggests that the 
number of people enjoying a 
flatter has grown from 15 to 
30 million and confirms that 
Britain is becoming a nation 
of inveterate gamblers. 

The £4.4 billion spent last 
year on Lottery tickets and 
‘Instants* scratch cards is 
having a profound effect on 


die High Street Forecasters 
believe that businesses and 
charities are losing out They 
say that £25 trillion of con¬ 
sumer spending wQl be di¬ 
verted into Lottery sales next 
year with very little prize 
money being reinvested in 
shops. 

□ One ticket holder scooped 
the top prize of £8.2 million 
in this week's lottery draw. A 
farther 23 tickets netted 
£109,892 each for matching 
five numbers plus Che bonus 
ball. 

Lottery numbers, page 20 


from- participants. GTech 
holds a 225 per cent stake in 
Camelot, the consortium to 
which Mr Davis awarded the 
National Lottery licence m 
May 1994. 

' Full details of Mr Davis’S 
controversial trip were dis¬ 
closed in The Tunes on Thurs¬ 
day. After catching a 
scheduled flight to Austin. 
Texas, he. flew to Florida, 
Georgia and New Jersey, trav¬ 
elling in a GTech corporate jet 
and escorted by the GTech 
official responsible for British 
operations. Mr Davis said he 
could not otherwise have visit¬ 
ed so many lotteries in such a 
short space of time. 

His position became more 
precarious when it emerged 
on Saturday that he had spent 
a weekend in Long Island with 
Carl Menges. a long-standing 
family friend and GTech di¬ 
rector. Mr Davis and his wife 
Vanessa had been due to drive 
to Long Island with Mr 
Menges and his wife Cordelia 
but they were persuaded to 
travel in a GTech helicopter 
that was put at their disposal. 
Mr Davis was uneasy, and 
outlined his concerns in a 
confidential memo on his re¬ 
turn to Britain, noting that a 
“sensitive situation" had aris¬ 
en. He made four flights in 
the GTech helicopter. 

The disclosures prompted 
calls for Mr Davis’s resigna¬ 
tion, and he has been consid¬ 
ering his position over the 
weekend. 




Peter Davis walking near his home in Wimbledon, southeast London, yesterday 


Resort for jackpot winners in the great American power game 



Bacall: takes first-class bus 
from New York to Hamptons 


From Quentin Letts 

IN NEW YORK 

A WALL STREET financier entan¬ 
gled in the National Lottery contro¬ 
versy said yesterday that he has 
been a “very close friend for many, 
many years" of Peter Davis, the 
lottery regulator. Carl Menges. a 
veteran New York financier, said it 
was "a bloody shame” that his 
friendship with Mr Davis was 
being subjected to such scrutiny. 

Mr Menges was speaking at his 
attractive weekend house in East 
Hampton. Long Island, where Mr 
and Mrs Davis were guests in 
October 1994. It is a Manhattan 
player's classic weekend haunt, set 
amid Long Islands power 
networking zone. Since Great 


Gatsby days, the Hamptons have 
attracted big money. 

Last autumn's visit fell five 
months after Mr Davis awarded a 
National Lottery contract to Came¬ 
lot. in which the American company 
GTech has a significant interest. Mr 
Menges’ firm. Donaldson Lufkin & 
Jenrette has a large stake in GTech. 
Mr Menges. 65, said ft was “totally 
coincidental" that his interests 
touched on an area supervised by 
his long-standing friend. “We invite 
the Davises to be our guests 
whenever they are here in America, 
and they invite us.” he said. “She 
visited us even this year!." 

Mr and Mrs Davis were in New 
York at the end of a tour Mr Davis 
made of various lotteries in the 
United States. Mt Menges said he 


could not speak of Mr Davis’s 
claimed discomfort about accepting 
his offer of a free ride in GTech’s 
corporate helicopter from New York 
city to Long Island that weekend, or 
his use of a GTech jet to travel 
around the States on his business 
tour. However. Mr Menges 
emphasised that corporate aircraft 
are not uncommon in America. "It 
is seen as a legitimate method of 
meeting ongoing business appoint¬ 
ments." The cities on Mr Davis's 
business itinerary were “not easy 
places to get to” by other means. 

East Hampton, with its sister 
villages of South Hampton and 
West Hampton, is most popular in 
summer for the Atlantic breezes. 
On Friday afternoons prosperous 
New Yorkers migrate there. The A- 


graders avoid the traffic jams and 
travel by private aircraft. Others 
make the 100-mile trip by car, train, 
or join Lauren Bacall on the "Jitney" 
first-class bus service. 

At a typical top-end drinks party, 
you will come across everyone from 
George Soros, the financier, to Tom 
Wolfe, the writer. Amid the beach- 
side. Arabian-stvle. air-conditioned 
marquees you can bump into Holly¬ 
wood big timers such as Steven 
Spielberg and Kathleen Turner. 

Although Mr Menges and his 
wife Cordelia invited the Davises as 
social friends, it is not unknown for 
New Yorkers to buy a house in the 
Hamptons as a business invest¬ 
ment, using them to entertain 
commercial acquaintances and po¬ 
tential diems. Young Wall Street 


traders buy part-shares in summer 
villas fo be dose to the weekend 
power mingle. The Menges’ East 
Hampton address — 2 Highway 
Behind the Pond — catches the 
island's faux-rustic appeal. 

Mr Menges has worked for 
Donaldson Lufkin & Jenrette since 
1963 and was posted to London to 
manage its international operation 
from 1973-77. Before DU he worked 
in the fibreglass industry. He lives 
on Manhattan's jirosperous Upper.. 
East Side in the week. -- u - «*-■, 

The controversy over the National ] 
Lottery and GTech has gone practi¬ 
cally unreported here and took him 
by surprise. “Britain -ought-to-be 
proud of its lottery " he said yester¬ 
day. “It "is hugely successful. This 
whole brouhaha is bizarre." 


Lawyers 
win 

to plead 
for Briton 

Two British barristers hawei 
been granted rights of audi¬ 
ence to an American court to 
plead the case for a man 
sentenced to death for a 
double nnuiter. Geoffrey.; 
Robertson. QC- and PMfip 
Sapsford. QC, are to argue 
on behalf of Krishna 
Maharaj as interested third 
parties a! the Florida Su¬ 
preme Court. The State of 
Florida had objected. 

Maharaj, 56, was born in 
Trinidad bat lived in London 
from I960 to 1986. where be ! 
ran a fruit import business 
and became a racehorse own-; 
er. He was arrested on the : 
night of the killings of Der¬ 
rick Moo Young. 53. and his 
son Duane. 23, is a Miami 
hotel room in 1986 and con¬ 
victed in 1987. 

Silver lining 

A hoard of 267 Roman silver 
coins uncovered in a field 
near Doncaster. South York- - 
shire, has been bought for the 
town's museum, with help 
from several museums and 
gall eries including the Nat-, 
iooal Art Collections Fund ' 
and the Victoria and Albert • 
Museum. The 1 coins da te .' 
from about.fhe year 80- 

MS I Reckless streak 

Police in Shropshire have 
condemned a group of stu- : 
dents from an-.agricultural., 
college who taketheir doits ' 
off late at night and ran < 
around country lanes in the : • 
village of Edgmond.. They ’ : - 
say that die students from , 
Harper Adams College, near .- 
Newport, could cause an 
accident 
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•• DELIVERY 
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SAME DAY DESPATCH«m&jP| 
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486DX-2 66 MHZ 


FULLY CONFIGURED SYSTEM 


4MB RAM Upgradeable 
Suppab EDO RAM 
540MB Fasl HOD with 12SK Cache 
14“ SVGA Colour Monitor 


• Muilirredia Kit with Dual $p~d 
MiiJfc'sesslon CD ROM Drive Z. 16 bit 
S(£-reo SoL-na'card with Speakers 


PCI Local Bus 1MB Graphics 
Windows Accelerator Card 
PCI Enhanced IDE Controller 


5 spare PCI/ISA slots 
Maths Co-Processor 
2£T 1.44MB FDD 
Pentium P24T Upgradeable 
Windows 95 keyboard 
2 x Fast Serial Ports 
1 x Parallel Port 
1 x Game Port 
High Quaity Sleet 
Desktop case 
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586P-75MHz Cache 


FULLY CONFIGURED SYSTEM 


P75 Pentium* Processor 
8MB (FAST) EDO RAM 
Upgradeable 

540MB Fast HDD with 128K Cache 
14’SVGA Colour Monilor 
F3St 64 bit PCI with 1Mb 
Windows Accelerator Graphics can! 


• MijLlirr.edia..Kll /.ith Dl'sI Sps^d 
Muifoesactt Cj ROM Drive d 16 bit 
. Stereo Soundcard with Speakers 


PCt Enhanced IDE 
Controller 
35" 1.44MB FDD 
5 spare PCI/ISA slots 
Rug Vi' Play 
Windows 95 Keyboard 
2 x Fast Serial Ports 
1 x Game Port 
1 x Parallel Pori 
High Quafity Steel 
Desktop case 
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QUAD SPEED- 



SHOWROOMS OPEN 
7 DAYS AWEEK UNTIL 
CHRISTMAS 


LONDON SHOWROOM 
SOMCfOTOCENIER 

256 TOTTENHAM COURT RD ( LONDON W1A 9AD 
tis 0171-636 7613 

OASGOW SHOWROOM 
220 ARGYIE STKEi; GLASGOW G2 7HA 
"fcfc 0141-204 2300 

NOT 7 WGHAM SHOWROOM 
UNIT 57, UPPER MALL [ned to 
THE VtOOtflA CENTRE, NOTTNGHAM NG1 3Q1 
um 15-941 9461 

NEWCASTLE SHOWROOM 
7 HIGH RBARS, ELDON SQUARE, 
NEWCASTLE N£1 7JB 
*1:0191-261 5252 

MANCHESIBt SHOWROOM 
VO'lIAGERS WALK |0PJt .SfOftSj 
. AJfrOAU: CH^TRE JdANOfESTK Md 3/tf 
Ik 0161-8351611 

., HSIOlSHOWROOM . 

■■ , UNON GAUfSY[CHt SCENIC UFH, 

THE GAUBaS,SHCm« CBW£ L 
. BRGADMEAD BRISTOL 8S1 3XD 
W01T79-300099. 


PRICES EXCLUDE VAT C DELIVERY 


■ I 

Berne el companies who charge jmr craft card end tike mete lo 
•. We premise nrrtto thirge yaw credK card unffl tfie day your order] 
is despacJwd. 


CALL NOW FOR OTHER CHRISTMAS BUNDLES! 

01293-821333 

or fax. 01 293 822514 

TJNY COMPUTERS UD 

REDHiLL BUST.’cSS PARK. EOfvtHURST ROAD. SAiVORuS. 
SURRY RHT $Y£ 




Explorer abandons lone? 
trek across Antarctica 


By John Young 

A BRITON has abandoned 
his attempt to become the first 
person to. walk -alone and 
unsupported across Antarcti¬ 
ca because of equipment 
failure. 

Roger Mear, 45. began the 
1,700-mile journey six weeks 
ago. urged on by the know¬ 
ledge that a Norwegian for¬ 
mer commando. Borge Ous- 
land. 33. planned to beat him 
to his goat. The race had been 
described as a sequel to the 
contest to reach the South Pole 
in 1911 between Captain Rob¬ 
ert Scott and the victorious 
Roald Amundsen, jn which all 
five of Scott’s parry died. 

An experienced explorer 
who has travelled to Antarcti¬ 
ca on five previous occasions, 
Mr Mear had hoped to raise 
funds for the Wilderness 
Trust, a charity based at East¬ 
bourne, East Sussex, which 
campaigns for the survival of 
the world’s remaining wild 
landscapes. 

Diana Nielson, of the trust, 
said yesterday: “We had a 
message from Roger at mid¬ 
day on Saturday, saying: *1 
have an emergency. Please get 
me out* All we had was his 
position from his transmitter. 

“Luckily the weather wasn’t 



Mean sent radio appeal 
to headquarters 

too bad, so a Twin Otter 
aircraft with guides and a 
doctor could land near by and 
rescue him. If he had not been 
found within a few hours, his 
life could have been threat¬ 
ened. 

“ft is terribly disappointing 
after all the preparation, but 
we are just glad Roger is safe 
and physically OK.” 

Last night the aircraft with 
Mr Mear aboard was report¬ 
ed to be delayed by bad 
weather and was nor expected 
to arrive in Chile until this 
morning. 


Ms Nielson said it was not 
yet known what particular 
item of equipment had failed. 
Mr Mear was relying on a 
kite, known as a parawing, to 
help him to tow his sledge 
carrying 4501b of food and 
supplies, which he had hoped 
would enable him to travel up 
to 70 miles a day. 

Charlie Burton, a veteran of 
a previous Antarctic expedi¬ 
tion with Sir Ranulph Fiennes, 
said that Mr Mear’s principal 
emotion would be dis¬ 
appointment. 

“You choose the equipment 
and have to rely on it, but if 
you are travelling solo there is 
absolutely nothing you can do 
when it packs up." he said. 

Before leaving Britain, Mr 
Mear had said that he hoped 
to experience a solitude that 
technology was about to make' 
redundant 

“Next year you will be able 
to go anywhere on the globe 
and pick up a phone and dial,” 
he said. “Mankind has never 
been in a situation where there 
is no isolation available, even 
as an idea." 

On this occasion, however, 
technology in the shape of a 
small portable transmitter 
appears to have saved him 
from suffering the same fate 
as Captain Scott. 


Auctiba off 

The side of an ancient tide. 
was halted when Edward 
Hall 47. contacted Manorial 
Anctioneers tosayhe was still.. 
Lord of Barton. North York- , 
shire. Confusion aroseafteraV 
previous holder’s famfly tried ' . 
to sell the .title. Mr .HaH^ S? 
father bought :it in 1950: aC 
•aatfimi aw jttssaf 'jt^ 
seven years ago. 

u 

A south London pnb-tbat; 
became the favourite water- ! 
ing hole of criminals. indirti^ 1 • 
ing the -Krays-.and.'the,.: 
Richardsons is to be demok; 
ished. Magistrates refused to' 
renew the licence of the St i 
Hefier Tavern in Carshahon 
after receiving a 500-signa¬ 
ture petition from residents 
in the area. 

Meningitis find , 

Durham County Health 
Commission has confirmed a 
new, “milder" form of menin- ■ 
gitis—diagnosed as subtype:,- 
2A of meningitis meningo¬ 
coccal C strain — involved in 
an outbreak in the area. A ‘ 
sevetMveek-oId boy has died ' 
from meningitis in Newcastle 
upon Tyne, the fourth in the ‘ 
North East this month.' 1 

Gypsies clash 

Three people were taken to 
hospital with gunshot 
wounds to the face and ' 
another with a stab wound to 
the chest after rival gypsy ; 
families fought a running i 
battle between Banbridge 
and Newry, Co Down, and 
Lisburn, Co Antrim. At one . 
stage the gypsies chased each-' 
other in cars along the At. 


Solo spot 


A one-man choir led the ; 
carols at a parish church in 1 
Northumberland last night, 
and wiD be on duty again at.: 
midnight Mass on Christmas : 
Eve. For 16 years David ’ 
NichoL 64 a tenor, has been ' 
the only member of a choir 
that was 36 strong when he 
joined in 1939 at St John Lee's > 
in the village of Acomb. 


Pheasant guns seek moveable feast 


By Edward Gorman 


THE warmest autumn for 
centuries has prompted re¬ 
newed calls for the pheasant 
Shooting season to be length¬ 
ened after another poor open¬ 
ing of two monihs. 

For generations the season 
has opened on October 1 and 
continued until February l 
and traditionalists who enjoy 
shooting game would be hor¬ 
rified to see the dates altered. 

But the apparent shift in the 
timing of the onset of winter, 
which jiow usually does not 
take hold, until well into this 
month and sometimes even 
January, means that- many 
commercial and private - 
shoots do not get going prop¬ 
erly until late November. 

i n some areas of the coun¬ 
try where hundreds of thou-. 
sands of birds are put down 


for shooting every year, the 
"teg” or numbers shot on 
days early in the season have 
been so poor that syndicates 
have been forced to offer 
clients another free, day later 
in the season. 

Alan Brown, who manages 
the syndicate that shoots over 
the 1,200-acre Knebworth es¬ 
tate in Hertfordshire, believes 
there is now a compelling case 
to lengthen the season, into 
February. 

“I would say to those 
against it that if you want to 
finish shooting on February I 
that's perfectly fair.” he said. 
“But on shoots where the 
birds are not ready by mid- 
November. ihey should be 
able to continue for a couple 
of weeks into February or 
even for the whole month.” It 



The pheasant may be 
at risk for longer 

is a view shared by Viscount 
Mountgarret. who does not 
allow shooting on his York¬ 
shire estate until the end of 
November at the earliest. “I'm 
one for shooting much later, 
and would be only too happy 
to see it go on into Februaiy a 
bit” he said. “Shooting in- 
October is a miserable busi¬ 


ness and it should be - 
banned," he added. ■ ! 

The warm autumnal wea- . 
ther delays the maturing of ■■ 
birds put down for shooting • 
the previous summer. The ; 
birds also disperse m search \ 
of food and are reluctant to : 
fly, dramatically reducing foe ; 
numbers shot Many birds j 
shot early in the season have 
not “feathered-up" property ■ 
and make poor eating. 

Q Compassion in World ; 
Fanning has called for urgent 4 
law changes to end the “wide-; 
spread suffering? of millions * 
of turkeys destined .for-foe ? 
Christmas dinner table.. Hie.; 
group says that 34 miffion' 
turkeys slaughtered annually ' 
m Britain are hung by the feet . 
from a moving line and; 
dragged through an electri¬ 
fied water bath before having ; 
their throats cat. .■ 
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8 OVERSEAS NEWS 


Film shows Rabin 
assassin talked to 
police before firing 


FILM taken of the assassina¬ 
tion of Yitzhak Rabin on 
November 4 raises as many 
questions as it answers, ac¬ 
cording to a small group of 
Israeli journalists permitted to 
view the videotape at the 
weekend. 

The film, shot from a nearby 
rooftop by a 37-year-old Tel 
Aviv man whose identity is 
being kept secret, shows the 
seif-confessed assassin. Yigal 
Amir, talking to the police, 
then appearing to hide behind 
a potted plant two minutes 
before the shooting. The exis¬ 
tence of the videotape was 
covered up by the authorities 
until last week. 

Among the questions being 
asked yesterday were why the 
mystery cameraman had fo¬ 
cused on the 25-year-old killer 
for two minutes befnre . the 
shooting: what was the identi¬ 
ty of the man seen talking to 


SYRIA yesterday urged Israel 
to take practical steps towards 
withdrawal from the Gulan 
Heights to boost the peace 
talks due to resume next week 
near Washington after a 
break of six months (Christo¬ 
pher Walker writes). Any 
agreement will be followed by 
peace between Israel and 
most of the Gulf Arab states. 

The reopening of the talks 
was a diplomatic break¬ 
through for Warren Christo¬ 
pher, the US Secretary of 
State, who yesterday reported 
on the implications for the 
Arab worid to President 
Mubarak of Egypt before 
returning to the United States 
at the end of his fifteenth and 


By Christopher Walker 

the assassin before the killing 
and patting him on the shoul¬ 
der: why the cameraman 
spent one and a half hours 
filming events leading up to 
the killing in a dark parking 
lot. if he did not know in 
advance something would 
happen: and why he was not 
prevented from filming by the 
many security men around 
Kings of Israel Square. 

The lack of any goad an¬ 
swers to the questions raised 
by the film, which will play a 
main part in die Tel Aviv trial 
of Mr Amir due to open 
tomorrow, has intensified the 
mass of conspiracy theories 
circulating in political and 
media circles about the mur¬ 
der and the possible link with 
the Israeli security forces. 

"The film raises many ques¬ 
tions." said Michael Doron of 
Israel Television, one of those 
who viewed it and later 


most successful trip to the 
Middle East. He will return 
on about January 10 to begin 
a new round of shuttle diplo¬ 
macy between Jerusalem and 
Damascus. 

“It is important not to waste 
the chance of the resumption 
of the talks to adiieve a just 
and comprehensive peace." 
Tishrin . the offidal Damas¬ 
cus daily newspaper, said. 
"Achieving peace needs prac¬ 
tical Israeli actions and a 
commitment to all interna¬ 
tional legitimacy resolutions." 

Encouraged by the recent 
Bosnia peace deal, American 
offidals said similar negotiat¬ 
ing tactics would be used in 
the Israel-Svria talks. 


described the contents as hor¬ 
rifying. Rafi Rashef, an Israel 
Television anchorman who 
also saw the film, which, the 
authorities have refused to 
allow to be screened publidy, 
said: “It is amazing that the 
cameraman chose to focus on 
Yigal Amir {For] something 
like two minutes before the 
assassination.” 

Mr Reshef, who attended a 
private viewing along with the 
mystery cameraman who 
turned in one copy to the 
police four weeks ago, but kept 
another he is now trying sell 
for more than $100,000 
(E66.000), added: “You see 
him [ Amiri standing behind a 
plant with his hands, I think, 
behind his back.” 

Mr Reshef, who added to 
the confusion by claiming that 
the cameraman had given 
reasons why he had focused 
on the assassin in advance but 
had banned their mention in 
public, said: “ft is a shocking, 
painful, astounding and en¬ 
raging film. They [the authori¬ 
ties! tried to portray a 
sophisticated assassin, but it 
seems like any child could 
have approached Rabin and 
committed the murder." 

Mr Rabin's widow. Leah. 
67, told Israel army radio: "I 
did not know the murder of 
Yitzhak Rabin was document¬ 
ed by video. And, of course, I 
do not want to see these 
pictures. It is hard enough for 
me to deal with what has 
happened." She added that 
she still did nor understand 
why the Shin Bet bodyguards 
told her after the shooting with 
three dumdum bullets — two 
of which struck Mr Rabin — 
that the Prime Minister was 
shot with blanks. 


Golan plea by Syria 
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Arafat posters and seasonal messages greet visitors as Bethlehem, prepares for what is intended to be the first Palestinian-run Christmas 

Bethlehem protests as Israelis delay pullout 


From Christopher Walker in bethlehem 


ELIAS FRED, the Christian 
Mayor of Bethlehem, yester¬ 
day attacked Israel's decision 
not to pull its occupation army 
out of the town today as 
pledged. He said that it endan¬ 
gered plans to celebrate the 
first Palestinian-run Christ¬ 
mas in the spot where Jesus is 
believed to have been bom. 

As Israeli troops continued 
to patrol Manger Square and 
occupy the fortress-style police 
station overlooking the 4th- 
centuiy Church of the Nativ¬ 
ity, Israeli offidals said the 
pullout had been postponed 
until Thursday to enable com¬ 


pletion of a road to carry 
Jewish settlers to Kiryat Arba 
near Hebron and other out¬ 
posts which will remain under 
Israeli control. 

“I am disappointed. This is 
a wrong derision that will 
make it extremely hard for me 
to organise security pre¬ 
cautions with the hundreds of 
Palestinian policemen who are 
coming to supervise Christ¬ 
mas Eve celebrations." Mr 
Freij said. Western diplomatic 
sources said that the delay, 
approved by Shimon Ptrcs. 
the Prime Minister, was bad 
international publicity for the 


Israeli Government at a time 
when worid media attention is 
focused on the biblical West 
Bank town where residents 
had planned massive celebra¬ 
tions today to mark, the depar¬ 
ture of the last Israeli soldier. 

Mr Freij. who will be host¬ 
ing Yassir Arafat, the Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Organisation 
leader, on his first visit to the 
town on either Christmas Eve 
or Christmas Day. said: 
"There is no logical reason for 
this move. The statement 
about the settlers’ road is just 
an excuse." 

The refusal of the Israelis to 


leave, as agreed in their origi¬ 
nal peace timetable with the 
PLQ, has soured the Christ¬ 
mas mood in die town, where 
thousands of pictures of Mr 
Arafat are hanging among 
more conventional Christmas 
decorations. . “It seems as 
though the Jews are just 
letting us know they do not 
care anything for Christmas." 
said the owner of a shop 
selling Christmas trees oppo¬ 
site a heavily guarded Israeli 
military post 

Israeli sources said the de¬ 
lay was ordered after a pledge 
to leaders of Jewish settle¬ 


ments that all security ar¬ 
rangements for their contin¬ 
ued travel on roads likely to 
become the front line of the 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict had 
been ensured. Benjamin Ben- 
Eliezer. the Housing Minister, 
assured settlers last night that 
the road would be completed 
by Wednesday. 

Mr Freij expects about 
50,000 visitors for the tradi¬ 
tional midnight Mass on 
Christmas Eve. Ir will be 
broadcast this year by Pales¬ 
tinian. rather than Israeli, 
television to a world audience 
of 500 million. 


Yemen and Eritrea battle for Red Sea islands 


From Mohammad Sudam 

IN SANAA 

YEMEN and Eritrea fought a Fierce battle 
yesterday with warships and aircraft over 
disputed islands in the Red Sea. 

Yemeni military sources said the Eritre¬ 
ans were firing at Yemeni positions on the 
island of Greater Hanish. The sources 
said Yemen had suffered dead and 
wounded in the fighting, which started 


last Friday, but gave no figures. However, 
at least 12 wounded Yemeni soldiers were 
seen in one ward at a hospital in Sanaa, 
the Yemeni capital, and hospital sources 
said there were more. They added that 
some Yemenis had been killed in the 
fighting. There was no immediate word 
on Eritrean casualties. 

An official Yemeni statement yesterday 
accused Eritrean troops of "treacherous 
aggression and piracy... violating terri¬ 


torial waters and threatening security, 
stability and international shipping in the 
Red Sea area". 

The diluted Greater and Lesser 
Hanish i.y^ds, are dose to the Red Sea's 
southem£^ance. Yemen has had troops 
sfationejj&Yij-re for several years and 
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IMPROVED SERVICE - SAME LOW PRICE 



Membership ol fhe RAC still starts at |ust E29 - but 
now your basic cover oilers even more benefits. 

S3 RAC Rescue covers you, not your car. So now 
you can call on us whenever you need fast 
roadside assistance, even when you're simply 
a passenger in someone else's car. 

13 Roadside Rescue. In more than 8 out or 10 
cases, our patrols can fix cars on the spot. 
Otherwise, they'll tow you to □ nearby garage, 
free of charge. 

B Accident Service. A free courtesy car, free legal 
advice, plus we'll deal with your insurers. 


E9 Theft and Vandalism Cover. If your car's stolen 
or can't be driven because of vandalism, we'll 
get you home and recover your car, too. 

B Battery Assist. A new battery on the spot. 

Whatever service you use, callouts and our labour 
are free - you only pay for parts. 

You can also tailor your cover to meet your needs, 
with the option to take out Joint and Family Cover or 
edd our 'At Home' sen/ice. 

Don't wait until you break down. Find out how to join 
the RAC today. 



| YES -1 want to join the RAC 

jj Please tell me how I con join from just £29! 

1 Mj/MreTwia/Ms 


Address 


AND QUOTE SS1578/3/XX 








fenced* 


Tetephoo* 



Send hx RAC Rescue, HKEPOS* 

Bristol BS38 7AU. (No stomp p**d*dJ 

Eason cMt 529 iljm/ pay by CoSw* MM pMHorkj or 
Dna DoU. AH pnaa indude cm enrolment ha. fern Ena open _ * 

Nondor-ttdBrSom-flpn. Souring tan - 3pm. Sundojr 10 am-4pn. SAKS I 

STtHw/sjien/g/ja YQirVE ARRIVED | 

L-j 






Rushdie 
involved 
in crash 

Sydney: Salman Rushdie, 
who is visiting Australia to 
promote his latest book, es¬ 
caped serious injury last night 
when his car was in collision 
wiih a lorry (Roger Maynard 
writes). 

The accident involving Mr 
Rushdie, who for the past six 
years has lived under a death 
sentence ordered by Iran's late 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 
for his novel. The Satanic 
Verses, happened on a gener¬ 
ally safe srretch of road at 
Milton, near Ulladulla. on the 
south coast of New South 
Wales. The writer and two 
companions suffered minor 
injuries but were released 
from hospital. 

Mr Rushdie, who is on tour 
to publicise 77n? Moor's Last 
Sigh, appeared not to be 
accompanied by a bodyguard. 

Surgery raises 
smile for girl 

Los Angeles: After complex 
surgery, a girl uged seven who 
had been unable to smile since 
birth managed her first lop¬ 
sided grin (Giles Whittell 
writes). Chelsea Thomas, bom 
with a rare condition known 
as Moebius syndrome that 
gave her a perpetually 
grumpy look, underwent an 
eight-hour operation to have a 
muscle and nerve from her leg 
transplanted into the side of 
her face. It was the first of two 
such procedures that doctors 
hope will enable her to smile. 

Factory blaze 
fumes kill two 

Johannesburg: Two people 
died and thousands were 
forced to flee homes near 
Somerset West in the Western 
Cape yesterday as clouds of 
sulphur dioxide gas were pro¬ 
duced by a Ore at a chemical 
factoiy (Inigo Gilmore writes). 
Police S3 id a bush fire ignited 
a sulphur stockpile the size of 
two rugby fields at the AECf 
chemical factory and strong 
winds quickly spread the gas. 

Prince agrees 
to be exiled 

Phnom Penh: Prince Noro¬ 
dom Sirivudh. half-brother of 
King Norodom Sihanouk of 
Cambodia, agreed to exile to 
avoid trial on charges con¬ 
cerning an alleged assassina¬ 
tion plot against Hun Sen. the 
joint Prime Minister. The 
Prince, who denies the 
charges, has been held at the 
Interior Ministry. (Reuter) 


US Government is hit by 
second budget shutdown 

From Ian Brodie in Washington 


DESPITE calls by both sides 
to resume talks. Democrats 
led by President Clinton re¬ 
mained at odds with Republi¬ 
cans yesterday over balancing 
the federal budget, causing the 
second partial shutdown of 
gov ernment within a month. 

To the disgust and bemuse¬ 
ment of many Americans, 
thousands of civil servants 
were due to report for work 
this morning, only to be sent 
home again because a stop¬ 
gap spending Bill negotiated 
last month had expired. Shut¬ 
down No. 2 started over the 
weekend in Washington with 
the now familiar closure of 
museums, monuments and 


the zoo. all normally thronged 
with visitors at this time of 
year. 

At issue is whether govern¬ 
ment serial policies, which 
have been developed over the 
last 30 years, can be sustained 
or should be curbed. It is 
beginning to look as if these 
momentous issues cannot be 
derided during an argument 
over a balanced budget and 
might better be dealt with as 
important themes for next 
year's election. 

With a Democrat stiU in the 
White House, Republicans 
who won control of Congress a 
year ago have found they do 
not have the veto-proof man¬ 


date they need to ram through 
a retrenchment of govern¬ 
ment's role. 

However, an election fought 
as a referendum on the contro¬ 
versy might put one party in 
control of both institutions 
and end the stalemate. 

A suggestion that leans to¬ 
wards this outcome was made, 
surprisingly, by Robert Dole. 
Republican leader in the Sen¬ 
ate and front-runner for his 
party's presidential nomina¬ 
tion. He said the sides should 
merely finance the Govern¬ 
ment for one year rather than 
continue fighting over a bal¬ 
anced budget within seven 
years. 
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Austrian electors 
stifle ambitions 
of pro-Nazi leader 


From Michael Kallenbach in Vienna 


AUSTRIA’S far-righl populist, 
Jorg Haider, failed to make 
any great impact during yes¬ 
terday's elections, paving the 
way for the Socialists under 
Franz Vranitzsky. the Chan¬ 
cellor. to form another grand 
coalition with their conserva¬ 
tive People’s Party rivals. 

According to television pre¬ 
dictions after palling ended, 
the Socialists took more than 
37 per cent of the vote, the 
People's Party 28 per cam. and 
Herr Haider's Freedom Party 
received 23 per cem. a mere 1 
per cent increase on last year. 
Both the Greens and Liberals 
hovered round 4 per cent, the 
minimum for representation 
in parliament. 

Many Austrians were re¬ 
lieved that Herr Haider’s bid 
for a leading role in govern¬ 
ment was crushed, birr he is 
only 45 and unlikely to give up 
politics. He will certainly be 
highly visible in opposition. 

During the campaign Herr 
Vranitzsky ruled out any coali¬ 


tion with the Freedom Party, 
though the Socialists left this 
question open. With the slo¬ 
gan RausAus der EU (Out of 
the EU). Herr Haider raised 
fears with his ami-foreigner 
rhetoric, arguing that, without 
foreigners. Austria would be 
wealthier and haw less crime. 

Before the end of the coun¬ 
try's most acrimonious post¬ 
war campaign. Herr Haider 
had been seen on an amateur 
video embracing former 
Waffen SS members and Nazi 
war criminals as “decent men 
of good character". Austrian 
TV stations kept aloof from the 
controversy, for fear of being 
accused of influencing voters. 
Instead it was left to the 
German ARD network to 
unearth some of the truths 
about where Herr Haider’s 
sympathies lie. 

It is noi known how the 
video was obtained, but it 
.show's Herr Haider being 
treated as a mini-hero during 
a clandestine gathering of 


Nazi sympathisers from all 
over Europe in Ulrichsberg. 
about 180 miles west of Vien¬ 
na. last October. 

Addressing the former Na¬ 
zis as liebe Freunde (dear 
friends), he said he was happy 
there were still “decent people" 
in the world today who had 
enough strength of character 
to stand by their convictions 
and what they believed in. 
This, he said, remained a solid 
foundation for younger Aus¬ 
trians to build on. Herr 
Haider, whose parents were 
Nazis, complained that Aus¬ 
tria had money to waste on 
terrorists and aggressive 
newspapers "but not for de¬ 
cent people". 

The media were barred 
From the Ulrichsberg meeting, 
but the video shows Herr 
Haider opening his remarks 
regretting that he was unable 
to speak more openly about 
his beliefs. Among those 
present were leading figures 
from the right-wing move- 



Jorg Haider with his wife Claudia and daughter Ulrike after voting yesterday. Exit polls showed his People’s Party trailing in third place 


menf. among them reportedly — who have governed in a used the video as the final him a direct "son and heir” of _ Yesterday’s elections, with 

the daughter of SS leader, grand coalition under Herr straw to convince voters to the old Nazi regime. "There is 5.1 million Austrians eligible 

Heinrich Himmler. Vranitzky and Wolfgang steer clear of Herr Haider, nothing neo about Jorg to vote, was the second in two 

Herr Haider appeared un- Schiissel. the conservative For- Even the nurmally right-wing Haider.” said the paper, years and was caused by an 

concerned by the video’s re- eign Minister— for spreading Kurier said in an editorial “Whoever gives him the vote austerity budget which 

lease. He blamed the unfavourable propaganda, yesterday that Herr Haider’s or forms a political partner- prompted rhe conservatives jo 

Socialists and People's Party However, the Austrian press speech in UlrichsberE made ship with him has no excuse." walk out of the coalition. 
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Greek PM 
hit by new 
infection 

From Reuter 

IN ATHENS 

THE Greek Prime Minister. 
Andreas Papandreou. who 
has been on li/e-support sys¬ 
tems for a month, was in a 
critical condition in hospital 
last night and waging a 
"titanic battle" against a new 
secondary infection. 

A hospital bulletin said doc¬ 
tors were uncertain where the 
infection was coming from 
and were using a range of 
antibiotics to fight it 
"In the past 12 hours, his 
condition is unchanged. He is 
supported sporadically by a 
respirator. He does not have 
any fever and is still on 
antibiotics." a statement said. 

The new secondary infec¬ 
tion struck on Saturday and 
doctors said the next 24 hours 
were critical. Mr Papandreou, 
76, was still undergoing regu¬ 
lar dialysis for his failed 
kidneys. 

“The Prime Minister is 
fighting for his life and his 
doctors are waging a titanic 
battle,” said George Uanis. 
the Sports Minister, after visit¬ 
ing the Athens hospital at the 
weekend. Mr Uanis is the 
cousin of Mr Papandreou's 
wife. Mimi, 40. 

Neither doctors nor promi¬ 
nent Socialists hold out much 
hope of Mr Papandreou. elect¬ 
ed Greece’s first Socialist lead¬ 
er in 1981. ever returning to his 
official duties. 


Store bomb 
blast death 
in Valencia 

From Edward Owen 

IN MADRID 

ONE woman was killed and 
nine people were injured 
when a bomb exploded in a 
crowded department store in 
Valencia, eastern Spain at the 
weekend. The bomb was the 
only one of five planted in the 
store by Eta. the Basque 
terrorist group, to go oft 

The blast came at 3pm on 
Saturday when the store was 
thronged with Christmas 
shoppers. The targeting of the 
public rather than the security 
services marks a new develop¬ 
ment in Eta’s latest bombing 
campaign. 

The bombing is unlikely to 
affect the plans of Felipe 
GonzAlez. the Spanish Prime 
Minister, who is expected (o 
announce today that he will 
stand for a seventh consecu¬ 
tive time in the general elec¬ 
tion called for next March. 
The early poll was precipitat¬ 
ed by accusations that he 
helped to form death squads 
that killed 27 Basque terror 
suspects a decade ago. 

If the scandal forces his 
resignation his most likely 
successor as Socialist Party 
leader would have been 
Javier Solaria, the Foreign 
Minister, who starts work as 
Naio’s Secretary-Genera] this 
week. Senor Solaria's replace¬ 
ment should be Carlos 
Westendorp, Secretary of 
State for European Affairs- 
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‘During the conflict, at least my relations were close... In peace, they are fur ther away than e ver 

— • _ , 

Bosnian brothers 


endure agony 
of a family at war 

FRom Anthony Loyd in donji vakuf, central Bosnia 


A YEAR lay between the 
signing of the Dayton agree¬ 
ment and the time I had last 
seen the Bosnian fighter, and 
the weight of the intervening 
days was etched deeply in his 
sunken eyes and lined face. 

He began to speak slowly, 
tapping the srump of his left 
leg against the shin of his right 
leg, turning a woman's silver 
bracelet in the palm of his 
hand. Outside, thick snow lay 
on the pitted streets of Donji 
Vakuf. deserted apart from a 
group of thin children whose 
cries could be heard dearly in 
the fifth-floor flat in which we 
were seated. 

The war divided many fam¬ 
ilies, but it was particularly 
cruel for Srdan. Bom as one 
of five brothers to a Muslim 
mother and Serb father in this 
town in central Bosnia-Herze¬ 
govina. he fled his birthplace 
when the conflict started in 
1992 and, with his younger 
brother, was among the first to 
volunteer for the government 
army in nearby Bugojno. 

“My father told us: ‘Get out 
of here before it is too late'. So 
we left" Srdan said. "I felt that 
as i was a Bosnian 1 should 
fight for Bosnia. Perhaps the . 


others would have joined us 
too, but someone rang the 
Serb troops in Donji Vakuf to 
say we had joined the govern¬ 
ment army, and as soon as 
they heard no one else could 
leave." 

His parents and three 
brothers stayed behind. The 
middle brother was mentally 
handicapped, but the other 
two were conscripted into the 
Bosnian Serb Army whose 
troops took over Donji Vakuf 
as the sporadic firefights be¬ 
tween the two towns grew into 
full-scale fighting. As the war 

Russia rules 
out asylum 

Moscow: Andrei Kozyrev, 
Russia's Foreign Minister, 
said Moscow had no plans 
(o offer asylum to General 
Ratko Mladic, the Bosnian 
Serb commander, to pro¬ 
tect him from prosecution 
for war crimes, the Interfax 
news agency reported. Mr 
Kozyrev was responding to 
a Sunday Times report of 
such an offer. (Reuter) 


progressed, the brothers 
beard news of each other horn 
the conversations of comrades 
shouted across the front lines 
at night although they never 
had the chance to talk to each 
other. “I am pleased that we 
never spoke one to one,"Srdan 
added, “the trauma would 
have been too much." 

In September 1993, Srdan’S 
left foot was blown off by a 
mine. A little over a year later I 
met him for the first time as 
his army gained its first real 
victory, seizing the town of 
Kupres from the Serbs, before 
pushing on towards Donji 
Vakuf. At the time it seemed 
likely that this town would 
also fall and, sitting in a 
gloomy flat in Bugojno. Srdan 
was desperate that his injury 
prevented him from being 
among the first Bosnian 
troops, a position that might 
have enabled him to save his 
family. 

Yet Donji Vakuf did not fall 
until September this year, ten 
months after Kupres, during 
the massive two-month joint 
Muslim-Croat offensive that 
pushed the Serbs back on 
several fronts. By this time 
Srdan. although crippled, had 



US troop 
arrival 
in Tuzla 

From Stacy Sullivan 
in tuzla 


A Swedish UN peacekeeper cuts through razor wire at Tuzla air base at the start of a mine-clearing operation 


managed to rejoin his brigade 
as a courier for the headquar¬ 
ters wearing a prosthetic foot, 
and managed to follow the 
first troops into the town. 

"It was September 13, early 
in the morning, that the army 
entered the town. I stumbled 
up the stairs to my parents' 
flat." he said quietly, staring 
fixedly at the wall before him. 
*Tbe door was open and the 
flat empty. On the floor lay a 


bracelet It was my mother’s, 
given to her 12 years before. 
Her rings and necklace lay 
around it. I grabbed the 
bracelet and a small picture of 
my parents that was still on 
the wall and ran crying 
through the streets. 

"I asked every soldier I saw 
if they had seen my parents — 
no one had. I went to the 
prison to see if any of my 
family were among the cap¬ 


tives — they were not I went to 
a place where the Serbs had 
killed twenty civilians as they 
withdrew, to see if my people 
were among them, but I 
recognised nobody." 

He saw only the body of a 
Serb neighbour he had 
known, lying dead on the 
pavement “He was a good 
man. He had never done 
anything wrong. Someone 
told me that he was drunk and 



wandered out of a cellar in 
front of our infantry. They 
shot him.” 

Later that .day a Muslim 
man who had stayed in the 
town told Srdan that his 
family had hidden in the loft of 
the block of flats in an attempt 
to stay in the town. However, 
a Serb special unit had found 
them there and forced them to 
leave.'His mother had strug¬ 
gled with die troops as she 
collected a bag from her borne, 
losing her jewellery. 

Srdan moved into his par¬ 
ents’ flata few days later with 
his wife and young son. A 
fortnight later he received 
word from an uncle in Austria 
who had heard that his par¬ 
ents were alive and among 
Serb refugees in Banja Luka. 
He has heard nothing since. 

He sits in an armchair and 
stares at the wall. Exacerbated 
by movement and the crudity 
of his false' foot Srdan’S 
wound is getting worse and 
severely restricts his ability to 
walk. He smiles from time to 
time, but the expression is of 
profound sadness more than 
anything else. Few in Bosnia 
believe the refugees will ever 
be able to return, despite the 
terms of the; Dayton accordi • v 
“When there was war ~at - 
least I knew that my family, 
though afcross the front fines,' - 
were in our home and close.” 
he said. “Now there is peace 
and they are further away 
from me than ever. So I sit in 
my fathers armchair and I 
wait I wait for the day that 
they shall return. Tt is all I can 
do and all I can believe in." 


THE arrival of 800 American 
troops in Bosnia, who had 
hoped to start their mission 
with an impressive show of 
force, was thwarted by bad 
weather for the third ; day 
yesterday as fog continued-to 
shroud the Tuzla airstrip. 

As planes loomed overhead 
in a bolding pattern waiting ' 
for the fog to dear, hundreds 
of journalists lined, the air¬ 
strip and waited outside the 
base to see the American 
C130s touch down. 

There were propeller 
sounds. There were plane¬ 
shaped shadows. . On Satur-. 
day. some planes even broke - 
through the doud coyer. But 
there were no landings, at t 
least in Tuzla. One flight 
carrying troops and equip¬ 
ment'was successfully divert¬ 
ed to Sarajevo. 

The deployment of some 
20,000 Americans, who will 
be part of a 60,000-strong 
Nato peace implementation 
force, has been crippled by the 
fog. “The! weather has got us 
by the neck,” said one US 
Army serviceman. Sergeant 
Hank Minitrez. 

A US-instafled radar screen 
at Tuzla that should enable 
aircraft to land in adverse 
weather conditions panned 
the sky. The equipment is 
ready to operate bid, accord- 
mu to US regulations, its 
calibration must be approved 
by the Federal Aviation Ad¬ 
ministration. “TheFAA guy Is 
on the plane,” Sergeant 
Minitrez said. 

In a combat situation, the 
planes would have landed 
long ago. Major Ryan Ymtis 
said, adding that the Ameri¬ 
can planes could swoop over 
the runway and drop equip¬ 
ment and even armoured- 
fighting vehicles in padded 
wooden pallets. “But this is 
not an emergency. We are not 
going to risk lives to get 
people here," he said. 

US soldiers have been shut ... 

tling journalists from the air 
base entrance to the airstrip. 

"It's a bit ijke hauling caflfe" 
Sergeant'Minitrez said 
As photographers stood on 
the snow-covered base, they 
did finally get a pip: of 
action. A puppy roaming on 
the airstrip was rescued by 
Major Yantis before the ani¬ 
mal could wander across the 
mined fields. “What kind of 
dog Is itT yelled one journal¬ 
ist “A publicity hound?" 
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Currency decision 
underlines Kohl’s 
hold on Europe 

From Charles Bremner in Madrid 


EUROPE’S leaders descend to 
the chilly realities of Decem¬ 
ber today from a Spanish 
summit where, under firm 
German guidance, they fixed 
a calendar for their new 
currency and the birth of a 
Continent-wide Union. 

The relief was palpable 
when the Madrid gathering 
managed to put aside the 
habitual squabbles enough to 
set a timetable for the millen¬ 
nium, enabling some leaders 
(0 claim a tri¬ 
umph over the 
doom-mongers £ LCi 
whose views 
have been rein- ignOI 

forced by the 
strikes in France. W3J1 

President Chi- 
rac. who spent by M; 

the weekend in a 
feud with Lam- fOUV 

berto Dini. the 
Italian Prime lCmiTl 

Minister, said 
the accords in 
Madrid gave the lie to a public 
increasingly “sceptical and ag¬ 
gressive towards Europe". 

Jacques San ter, the Presi¬ 
dent of the European Commis¬ 
sion, said: “i wanted the 
summit to prove the sceptics 
wrong. It did.” He said there 
was no turning back from the 
birth of the euro, the German- 
devised name the leaders be¬ 
stowed on the currency, which 
is to be born on January 1. 
1999. Turning a deaf ear to 
John Major's talk of “lem¬ 
mings" and "folly", the cham¬ 
pions of the euro proclaimed 
its launch to be “irreversible". 

However, the leaders did 
reclassify the new money as 


sised by the Prime Minister, 
that only a minority of states 
could hope to qualify for initial 
membership. Mr Major's 
warnings of potential mone¬ 
tary chaos were drowned out 
by the consensus favouring 
the onward passage of the 


euro convoy. More-than ever, 
the might erf Germany shaped 
the outcome of a summit 
After bulldozing through 
the euro name with British 
and Spanish support, Herr 
Kohl, the Chancellor, pre¬ 
vailed on reluctant members 
to accept a timetable for start¬ 
ing the entry of states of the 
former Soviet bloc, a step 
which will transform the na¬ 
ture of the Union. The summit 
instructed the Commission to 

__ give an opinion 

/> t ——. j on the readiness. 

• Leaders of each of the; 

ii_ Central and- 

Ignored the Eastern Euro- 

warnings 

by Major of wwS. ai ec S 

folly and r£n“ 2 $ 

lemmings? ST** & 

■ close of the 

Maastricht trea¬ 
ty review in mid-1997. The 
Union is already committed to 
starting negotiations then 
with Cyprus and Malta, but 
had hitherto given only a 

vague promise © the others. r 

Herr Kohl is determined to 
ensure that Poland is brought' 
as quickly as possible into the 
Union — with Hungary and 
the Czech Republic — but the 
summit declaration lumped 
all the candidates together. 
These include Bulgaria, Ro¬ 
mania* Slovakia, Estonia and 
Lithuania. Latvia and the 
Czechs are expected to apply* 
soon, along with Slovenia. 

The leaders avoided the 
touchy subject of what reforms 
are needed when. they set 
March 29 as the starting date 
for the inter-govemmental. 
conference and Turin as the 
place* Britain stands, alone 
against its 14 partners in¬ 
refusing any reduction of. its. 
veto power or any extension of 
me authority of the Com¬ 
mission or the European 
Parliament 
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How Western promises failed to kill off Russia’s dream of past glories 


D espite all the claims to the 
contrary, no Western lead¬ 
er ever believed that Rus¬ 
sian democracy was a serious 
proposition. Indeed, support for 
Prcsident Yeltsin is based on the 
assumption that he is the only man 
able to ignore the wishes of his 
g™25* and, by implication, 
of the Russian electorate. 
From this perspective. Western 
governments may be right in 
ignoring the Russian parliamenta¬ 
ry elections, since the parliament 
has few real powers, apart from the 
ability to generate a great deal of 
hot air. Furthermore, the expected 
surge in the vote for the Commu¬ 
nists is a Europe-wide phenome¬ 
non. Finally, even if the result is 


After this weekend's elections, the world will be 
faced with a Russia determined to restore 
its strategic influence, writes Jonathan Eyal 


‘'unfonunaie". as many Western 
politicians privately expect, there is 
little that anyone can do about it. 

Nevertheless, the elections are a 
clear indication that Western poli¬ 
cies to encourage economic reform 
and partnership with Moscow have 
failed. Instead of a more co¬ 
operative and benign partner, the 
world will be faced with a morose 
Russia, neither pleasant nor pliant, 
and determined to restore its 
strategic influence at all costs. 


In the words of Grigori Yavlin¬ 
sky. a leading reformer, the 43 
political movements involved in the 
elections promised everything 
"apart from the restoration of 
virginity"; lower taxes and prices 
and higher salaries and pensions 
featured in alt their platforms. 

Unremarkable, since elections 
everywhere are littered with simi¬ 
lar promises. Yet Russia is differ¬ 
ent. In all the countries of Eastern 
Europe, political parties were 


quickly formed after the collapse of 
communism and many have sur¬ 
vived. In Russia, however, parties 
are created just before an election 
and just as quickly disappear. 
Viktor Chernomyrdin, the Prime 
Minister, founded his own move¬ 
ment only recently, having spent 
his time in office pretending to be 
above politics. 

S nipped of their pretences, 
these elections amounted to 
little more than a tussle 
between a handful of politicians, 
former army generals, comedians, 
madmen and faith healers. The 
computers which now' tally the 
votes are controlled by the old 
KGB. a sure sign of Russian-style 


Embittered nation 
opts for certainties 
of the Soviet era 

From Richard Beeston in Moscow and Anatol Li even in Vladivostok 


impartiality. Finally. Russian elec¬ 
tions merely legitimise a transfer of 
power that has already taken place. 

Many Russians believe that the 
disintegration of the Soviet Union 
is a disaster that should be put right 
as soon as possible and that the 
West’s promises of cooperation arc 
ruses meant to keep Russia weak. 

The only dispute between politi¬ 
cians is whether the recreation of a 
Soviet sphere of influence should be 
accomplished by force soon, or 
through persuasion and economic 
pressure over rime, it is a serious 
distinction, but without much dif¬ 
ference Tor countries likely to 
receive Moscow's attentions. 

Of much grearer significance is 
the expected return of the Commu¬ 


nists to parliament in great num¬ 
bers. In Russia, this is again quire 
different from the case in the rest of 
Eastern Europe, where commu¬ 
nism was imposed from outside 
after the Second World War. 

I n Russia, however, commu¬ 
nism was home-grown and is 
associated with a period when 
the Soviet Union was either respect¬ 
ed or feared. The West never had 
much chance of influencing Rus¬ 
sia's internal developments. Never¬ 
theless. much of Western policy 
was based on the belief that 
precisely the reverse was the case. 

In fact, the new parliament is 
guaranteed to be more anti-West¬ 
ern despite all the international 


efforts at appeasement. And for a 
simple reason: what the West has to 
offer, photo-opportunities and in¬ 
terminable conferences, is no long¬ 
er interesting for Russia. And what 
Russia wants — influence, strategic 
space, games of balance of power— 
the West has not been prepared to 
contemplate. 

But the dialogue of the deaf 
between the West and Russia is 
now likely to end. Moscow will be 
ruled by people who not only want 
to be considered as representatives 
of a great power, but who fully 
expea to exact the necessary pries 
for future cooperation. 

□ The author is director of studies 
at the Royal United Services Insti¬ 
tute in London. 


THE strength of the Commu¬ 
nist showing in yesterday’s 
election was evident at polling 
stations from Moscow to Vlad¬ 
ivostok. Many Communist 
supporters were embittered 
pensioners, who have suffered 
worn under tftepainfol transi¬ 
tion of Russia’s economy to the 
free market. 

“I am voting Communist 
because we deserve to be 
treated better," said Boris 
Mavrin, a former senior 
Soviet official, who voted at a 
school off Moscow's Leninsky 
Prospekt “The Government 
does nothing to help the poor 
or fight crime. Life was better 
under the Communists." 

Valentina Zurbinska, a well- 
known pianist and composer, 
agreed and looked back fondly 
on the Soviet era. “We don't 
want Russia turned into a 
second America," she said. 

Although their sentiments 
are echoed across tire country, 
the ability of the Communists 
to capitalise on this support 
may well depend on how other 
parties do in the election. With 
the centrist Our Home is 
Russia faction of Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, the Prime 
Minister, and the liberal 



Yabloko party of Grigori 
Yavlinsky expected to pass 
easily the minimum 5 per cent 
barrier to secure a place in the 
assembly, the Communists 
will have to work closely with 
other opposition groups to 
challenge the Government. 

The two other parties likely 
to secure a sizeable share of 
the vote are Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky's ultra-nationalist 
Libera] Democrats and the 
Congress of Russian Commu¬ 
nities of General Aleksandr 
Lebed. Both men have made it 
dear that din intend to run 
for the presidency and have 
shown little inclination to 
work alongside die Commu¬ 
nists under the leadership of 
Gennadi Zyuganov, who is 
their potential rival. 

“2 have no questions for 
ordinary Communists." said 


Rebels fight on as 
Chechen polls shut 


From Reuter in Grozny 


A BLOODY revolt against 
Russia's attempt to hold elec¬ 
tions in Cbechenia raged for a 
fourth day yesterday, al¬ 
though Moscow claimed a 
high turnout and a valid vote. 

There were few people on 
the streets of Grozny, the 
capital, and fighting contin¬ 
ued in Gudermes, the repub¬ 
lic’s second town. The 
Chechen election commission 
said, however, that 70 per cent 
of voters had cast their ballots 
by 11am. Polling began on 
Thursday. 

The Moscow-backed au¬ 
thorities dosed the polling 
stations at 3pm. five hours 



Zavgayev: assured of 
personal poll victory 


earlier than in the rest of 
Russia, and began counting 
ballots. Tass reported. 

“The elections are taking 
place and in the Chechen 
republic are going ahead at 
full speed,” President Yeltsin 
told reporters after casting his 
vote in the Moscow clink 
where he is recovering from a 
heart condition. 

Russian television showed 
rebels in the mountains resist¬ 
ing the poBL “WeYe defending 
ourselves, we’re on our own 
land.’’ said a woman holding 
a grenade launcher. Howev¬ 
er. the report said turnout in 
the lowlands was high. It 
showed a queue at a polling 
station and an old Russian 
woman waiting to vote. “It’s 
important everyone must 
come. WCTe in the Soviet 
Union after all” she said. 

Oleg Lobov, President 
Yeltsin's special envoy in 
Cbechenia, cast his vote in 
Grozny's fortified airport with 
Doku Zavgayev, the head of 
Cbechenia’s Moscow-backed 
government He said the turn¬ 
out was almost 70 per cent 
Mr Zavgayev, who is assured 
of victory in the leadership 
contest after his main compet¬ 
itors pulled out saying it was a 
fraud, said that the ejection 
was “a remarkable event". 


General Lebed. “But I have 
many questions for the Cen¬ 
tral Committee of the Commu¬ 
nist Party. They broke up the 
country ... we will deal with 
them." 

In the Russian Far East, 
where the turnout was unex¬ 
pectedly high at 62 per cent, an 
exit poll jointly carried out by 
The Times and a local news¬ 
paper showed Yabloko in first 
place, well ahead of the Com¬ 
munists. with the Liberal 
Democratic Party third. 

Then came another extreme 
nationalist group. Derzhava, 
headed by General Aleksandr 
Rutskoi. the former Vice-Presi¬ 
dent and leader of the 1993 
parliamentary revolt 

The isolated and impover¬ 
ished small towns of the east 
are naturally inclined to vote 
for Communist and national¬ 
ist parties. However. Yabloko 
looks certain to emerge as by 
far the biggest liberal party. 

Although General Lebed is 
widely tipped as a formidable 
challenger to President Yeltsin 
if presidential elections are 
held as scheduled next June, 
his bloc seems likely to be 
disappointed by die results in 
the Far East. It had hoped to 
use General Lebed's military 
prestige to pick up the votes of 
the many servicemen in the 
region; in Vladivostok, at 
least, they seem to have voted 
for General Rutskoi or Mr 
Zhirinovsky. 

Yebor Nikolaev!ca, a pen¬ 
sioner. said: “We know what 
Rutskoi stands for. and how 
he stood by his principles in 
1993." 

Mr Chernomyrdin's Our 
Home is Russia seems to have 
done even worse in tbe Far 
East than predicted. Ilya 
Grinchenko, an analyst, said: 
said: “A key aspect of voting 
here is people’s feelings of 
being treated like a colony. 
They are always ready to vote 
against whoever is in power in 
Moscow.” Since the local gov¬ 
ernor abandoned him. the 
Prime Minister has lacked a 
strong local figure to rally 
support 

Leading article, page 17 



A voter in central Moscow makes her choice under the gaze of a Lenin statue as elections for the Russian parliament were held yesterday 



Zyuganov: attacked by 
rivals for presidency 


-4. 


Communist Party: Far left- 
wing party advocating a 
change to economic re¬ 
forms, including more state 
protection for industry and 
slower privatisation. Led by 
Gennadi Zyuganov. 

Our Home is Russia: 
Centre-right bloc created 
last ApnJ with President 
Yeltsin's blessing. Led by 
Viktor Chernomyrdin. 
Liberal Democratic Party: 
Ultra-nationalist party which 
enjoyed surprise success in 
the last election. Led by 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky. 
Congress of Russian 
Communfttes: Nationalist 
group which has emerged 
as a strong challenger 
under popular General 
Aleksandr Lebed and Yuri 
Skokov. 

Agrarian Party: Left-wing 
group whose main constit¬ 
uency is rural. Ms leader is 
Mikhail Lapshin. 

Yabloko: Libera) party 
which promises more re¬ 
forms. Lad by Grigori 
Yavlinsky. 

Women of Russia: Centre- 
left women's group formed 
mainly' by former Com¬ 
munists. ft supports mod¬ 
erate reforms. Led by 
Alevtina Fedulova. 
Derzhava: Nationalist 
with name meaning 
Power. Led by Aleksandr 
Rutskoi. 

Power to the People: New 
left-wing party with national¬ 
ist tendencies. Led by for¬ 
mer Soviet Prime Minister. 
Nikolai Ryzhkov. 

Russia's Choice: Liberal 
party pressing lor faster 
market reforms, led by 
economist Yegor Gaidar. 
Ivan fiybMn s Bloc: A 
centre-left bloc headed by 
the Duma chairman, Ivan 
Rybkin. 

Forward Russia!: Liberal 
party espousing market re¬ 
forms. Led by Boris 
Fyodorov. 

Workers’ Setf-Govemment 
Party: New centrist party 
led by ophthalmic surgeon 
and presidential hopeful 
Svyatoslav Fyodorov. 


Twin-track system complicates ballot 


From Richard Beeston 

IN MOSCOW 

WHEN polling stations opened across 
Russia yesterday for parliamentary elec¬ 
tions, the balloting set into motion one of 
fhe most physically challenging and 
mentally taxing operations in the history 
of democracy. 

Tens of millions of voters spread over II 
time zones, from the Baltic to tbe Pacific, 
were expected to cast ballots in 94.000 
stations scattered across the world's 
largest country. Braving sub-zero tem¬ 
peratures or fighting in Chechenia was 
only the first hurdle: Once inside polling 


stations, voters were met with a bewilder¬ 
ing choice of candidates and parties in 
what is regarded as one of the most 
complex electoral systems anywhere. 

In tbe election for the Duma, or lower 
house, the electorate votes for two halves 
of one assembly. Half of the members of 
the 450-seal chamber are elected from 
single-member constituencies, and the 
other half from candidates on party lists. 
Voters are given two ballot papers, one for 
a local MP and another for a nationwide 
vote. The dual system leads to strange 
results. Many voters can opt for a popular 
local candidate but support a rival party 
in die national ballot 


There are 2,687 candidates for single¬ 
seat constituencies, which range from 
densely populated Moscow to Siberia, 
where one constituency is nearly the size 
of Western Europe. Parties competing in 
tbe national vote must win at least 5 per 
cent of the vote to qualify for parliament 
The system, intended to weed out fringe 
parties, has been called undemocratic, 
since all the parties who make it into 
parliament automatically secure a far 
higher percentage of seats than their 
share of tbe vole. 

However, under Russia's 1993 constitu¬ 
tion, the real power lies in the hands of the 
President who often rales by decree. 


Food and folk tones reel in voters 


From Thomas de Waal in mytishchi 


MUSIC was pouring through 
the open door of the theatre in 
the Mytishchi Palace of Cul¬ 
ture into- the foyer-turned - 
polling-station of district No 
1405. Just as in Communist 
days, a folk music concert had 
bear laid on to attract voters. 

Voting was heavy. A crowd 
of mostly elderly people, disci¬ 
plined to come out to vote in 
the old days, were queuing up. 
They mostly said they were 
voting for two parties that 
conducted the most low-key 
television campaigns, die 
Communist Party and Yab¬ 
loko, led by Grigori Yavlinsky., 
the young reform economist 
After they cast their ballot 
voters browsed at the stall 
selling fish and cold chicken, 
ducked into the concert or 
chatted with neighbours. The 

mood was brisk and festive. 

The party ballot paper, the 
size of a broadsheet page with 
43 electoral blocs on it, was 

difficult to hold, let alone read 

in fufl. An electoral official 

carefully guided an old man m 

a black for hat to the neo- 


Fasrist National Republican 
Parly, halfway down the list 
Mytishchi is one of a belt of 
towns north of Moscow with 
rusting factories, growi ng un ¬ 
employment and a high crime 
rate. Its first deputy in the 
local first-past-the-post elec¬ 
tion, Andrei Afrderdzis. a busi¬ 
nessman. was shot by a hired 
killer four months mto the 


stand again. The leading con¬ 
tender in a field of 12 in the 
local contest this time seemed 
to be Serges Yushenkov. the 
liberal and chairman of par¬ 
liament's defence committee, 
Who is standing with Demo¬ 
cratic Russia's Choice, the 
party of Yegor Gaidar, the 
former acting Prime Minister. 

In a microcosm of tbe split 


C Five people fed up with politics 
ticked the box on the ballot form 
“Against all candidates” 9 


new parliament The next 
member of parliament was 
Sergei Mavrodi, the creator of 
the notorious MMM pyramid 
investment scheme, which de¬ 
frauded millions of people. He 
promised to pay back those 
who tost their savings and 
turn Mytishchi into a “blos¬ 
soming paradise". But the 
town looks as drab as ever and 
Mr Mavrodi decided not to 


between Russia's democrats, 
Boris Fyodorov, the former 
Finance Minister and leader 
of another pro-reform party, 
mounted an aggressive cam¬ 
paign against the party. 

One advertisement in a 
local paper proclaimed that 
“homosexuals and lesbians 
are voting for Gaidar". 
Another called Mr Yushenk- 
ov, a former army officer, a 


“traitor colonel". An exit poll 
of 80 voters in two polling 
stations found Mr Yushenkov 
struggling for support On the 
party ballot the Communists 
and Mr Yavlinsky’s Yabloko 
party were way in front with 18 
votes each. 

Two elderly women helping 
each other out of the door into 
the snow volunteered that “we 
used to vote for Stalin". But 
this time they said they had 
voted for Mr Yavlinsky. 

“1 voted for [Gennadii 
Zyuganov,” the Communist 
Party leader, said Leonid 
Ivanov, an unemployed me¬ 
chanic “But if nothing works 
out with him, I will never 
come to the elections again." 

The ultra-nationalist Vladi¬ 
mir Zhirinovsky, who topped 
the poll in 1993 and collected 
more than 22 per cent of the 
vote in Mytishchi, was head¬ 
ing for a fall and did not have 
a single adherent five voters 
said they were so fed up with 
politics they had ticked the last 
box on the form: “Against all 
candidates". 
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ARTS 

THE WEEK 
AHEAD 



■ VISUAL ART 

William Turnbull, 
one of the unsung 
heroes of modem 
British art, goes on 
show at the Serpentine 

OPEN: Now 
REVIEW: Tomorrow 



■ THEATRE 

Tony Slattery does 
his National Service 
in a new Greenwich 
staging of Nichols's 
Privates on Parade 

OPENS: Tb night 
REVIEW: Wednesday 





-■'JAZZ 


Ebullient George 
Mdlyisback 
dispensing songs 
and sauce at 
Ronnie Scott’s 

GIGS: All week • 
REVIEW: Wednesday 



■ DANCE X 

Could it be 

Christmas without 

English National 
Ballet's Nutcracker r 
attheFestivalHafl? 

OPENS: Tomtit 
REVIEW: Thursday 


Ros PpTikwater finds out what happened when a TV crew dropped a Scottish comedian into the Arctic wilder ness 

When Billy 
got windy 


L et's face it, Joanna 
Lumley is a hard act 
to follow'. Last year 
when the BBC ma¬ 
rooned her on a desert island 
to see how she would survive, 
she proved more than equal to 
the task, despite torrential 
rain, mosquitoes in their thou¬ 
sands. trenchfoot and near 
starvation. The programme. 
Girt Friday, was intended as a 
one-off Christmas special, but 
thanks to its success it now 
threatens to become an annual 
event 

The genre is the brainchild 
of Clive TuMoh, a film-maker 
with an appetite for living on 
the edge. Subjects of his recent 
Films include the three ladies 
one would least like to be stuck 
with in a lift: Roseanne Barr. 
Heidi Heiss and Imelda 
Marcos. 

This time around, Tulloh 
has persuaded Billy Connolly 
to test his survival skills on the 
Arctic Ocean. Not that 
Connolly needed much per¬ 
suasion. A veteran of the 
London-Los Angeles polar 
flight path, he had often gazed 
down on Baffin Island and 
indered how he would find 
ife on the ice. 

Tulloh admits that, viewed 
from the cosy confines of W12, 
the concept was irresistible. 
“We could just imagine Billy,” 
he says, “larger than life, 
going out and grabbing it with 
both hands, stamping his au¬ 
thority on the Arctic." But 
Mother Nature is not so easily 
stamped upon, as Tulloh was 
quickly to discover. 

The adventure began with a 
4S-hour series of flights ending 
at Grise Fiord, 150 miles inside 
the Arctic Circle, as far due 
north of Montreal as Caracas 
is due south. This is Canada’s 
most northerly community, 
home to 135 native Eskimos 


fig 


who hunt, fish, build igloos 
and live much as they have 
done for centuries, give or take 
mobile phones, skidoos and 
video recorders. 

“Oh God. me and my big 
mouth,” was Connolly’s initial 
reaction to the unrelenting 
landscape. He cheered up at 
the sight of the welcoming 
committee: before his arrival 
the video store had done a 
roaring trade in rentals of 
Indecent Proposal, in which 
Connolly has a cameo role. 
Indeed, the entire population 
turned out to escort him, for 


6 Half of him 
longed to see a 
polar bear, the 
other half was 
terrified 9 


what would be his only night 
of comfort, to the town’s hotel 
It was a B&B for Texan 
millionaires who pay 
megabucks to shoot polar 
bears, and scientists who 
study the population decline in 
said polar bears. So far. so 
good. 

Within a short time Tulloh 
realised he had three major 
headaches. “Shooting in the 
Arctic, both sound and vision 
are problematic. The silence is 
so profound, one man walking 
towards you sounds like the 
Third Reich approaching, and 
while it is breathtakingly 
beautiful — mountains, ocean, 
icebergs, what it all adds up to 
is an awful lot of white." Last, 
but by no means least, was 
Connolly’s fear oF being eaten. 


For this. Tulloh feels he was 
partly to blame. “On the recce 
we’d seen a polar beajr with 
two cubs, which is what we 
hoped would happen in the 
film- The problem was, while 
half of Billy longed to see a 
polar bear, the other half was 
terrified. Make no mistake, 
polar bears were a risk. They 
are very big, very fierce and 
there are a lot of them 
around.” 

But as a film-maker Tulloh 
had to consider foe possibility 
that Connolly might take 
things so much in his stride 
that viewers would miss the 
danger element A quiet word 
in me ear of the Eskimos 
seemed like a sensible precau¬ 
tion. They came up trumps, 
regaling Connolly with hunt¬ 
ing stories which, as time wore 
on. got more and more outra¬ 
geous. 

“The crew found them hilar¬ 
ious, but then 1 noticed Billy 
wasn’t laughing.” says Tulloh. 
"To cap it all, who should pitch 
up but a Texan with a very 
dead, ten-foot-tall polar bear 
in his sledge.” It was at that 
point that Connolly, as he put 
it in his own words, "started to 
get windy” 

“It took him four or five days 
on the ice to overcome that fear 
of being eaten,” says Tulloh. 
“Every time he started to feel a 
bit more confident something 
would pop up to remind him 
— a seal ripped to bits, or huge 
bear daw-marks all over a 
weather station hut" Paranoia 
is infectious and soon TuUoh 
himself had serious concerns 
for Connolly’S safety. “We all 
began to imagine polar bears 
behind every iceberg." 

By this time another prob¬ 
lem had arisen, captured on 
camera in a marvellous mo¬ 
ment when Connolly gets rat¬ 
ty. “Billy wanted foe film to be 



A frosty Billy Connolly: at first the comedian revelled in his snowbound solitude, but he lost his sense of humour when the film crew invaded it 


about a man in isolation." 
Tulloh explains. “But that has 
a tricky knock-on effect — he 
was spending 14 hours a day 
alone and the more a person 
spends in isolation, foe less he 
wants to see you every day. 

“It* like being in solitary 
confinement He became more 
and more introverted, posses¬ 
sive of his patch, in tune with 
nature and the wonder of it all. 
Then we’d roar up on our 
skidoos, shattering the silence, 
and his peace of mind.” 

With only two days to go 
there was still no sign of polar 
bears, so the unit set off in 
search of wildlife. The Eski¬ 
mos had assured us there were 
masses of seals and sea-lions. 
The trouble is. it rather de¬ 


pends on your perception. Our 
idea of ’masses’ is kind of like 
the zoo. right there in front of 
you. We could see foe wildlife 
all right — tiny dots, miles 
away on the horizon. The 
further we pursued it, the 
faster it moved in the opposite 
direction." 

Even Connolly’s sole souve¬ 
nir ended up a casualty. “The 
Eskimo women had made him 
a seal-skin suit which he 
brought home to auction for 
charity," says Tulloh. 

“Unfortunately it wasn’t 
cured, and after two days of it 
stinking out the office we had 
to bin it” 

Despite a lack of drama in 
foe way of polar bear encoun¬ 
ters, the film has the unexpect¬ 


ed bonus of revealing far more 
of Connolly than even the 
radio psychiatrist. Dr Antho¬ 
ny dare, might hope to uncov¬ 
er. As a glimpse of the 
curiously endearing and very 
human personality behind foe 
macho image, it scores a bull* 
eye. 

•Ever an optimist Tulloh is 
already working on his next 
proposed foray. Suffice it to 
say that if Dawn French 
happens to be reading this, 
she would be well advised to 
unplug the telephone. Unless, 
that is. she fancies a little 
holiday paddling a canoe up 
the Amazon. 

• Billy Connolly — A Scot in the 
Arctic, is on BBC! on December 28 
at 930pm 
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Banished to 
the shadows 

MUSIC: Hilaiy Finch on recitals 
by Thomas Allen and Barry 


Douglas at the Wigmore Hall 


F or once, in the contin¬ 
uing and revelatory se¬ 
ries of Britten songs at 
the Wigmore Hall, the com¬ 
poser himself seemed to be in 
danger of receding to a far- 
distant point The series has 
already tuned into the rever¬ 
berations between Britten and 
Purcell. Britten and Mozart 
Britten and Schubert and 
Schumann: each twinning is a 
gende exercise in oblique, 
sometimes even subliminal, 
association. Britten and Mah¬ 
ler. though, is a particularly 
tricky erne. 

Mahler was of enormous 
importance to Britten. He 
discovered and took to his 
heart the Lieder eines 
Jahrenden GeseHen (Songs of 
a Wayfarer) as early as 1930: a 
good 30 years before Mahler’s 
music was paid any serious 
attention in this country. 

From then on he absorbed 
many of foe shifting colours 
and timbres of Mahler's 
chamber-musical orchestra¬ 
tion and. above all empath¬ 
ised with its hauntings: the 
dark anxieties of childhood, 
the innocence and the experi¬ 
ence within folk-song, the 
ever-present shadow of death. 

Thomas Allen and his 
pianist Malcolm Martineau 
chose to reflect on a single 
strand: the way in which both 
composers were drawn to foe 
naive and the demotic within 
folk music and distilled its 
elusive ambiguities in the 
inflection and harmonies of 
their respective settings. 

Thursday’s programme, 
however, was Mahler-heavy. 
Britten’s early settings of Wal¬ 
ter de la Mare. Tit For Tat. 
and just four of his very many 
folk-song arrangements 
seemed like something of an 
afterthought in the context of a 
programme that was dominat¬ 
ed. however thoughtfully, by 
the Lieder eines fahrenden 
Gesellen, four other substan¬ 
tial Mahler songs, and five by 
Hugo Wolf. 

The Wolf revealed Allen in 
dear, supple voice: free 
enough to dare the use of high. 


half-voice to express foe vis¬ 
ionary elements of the Wayfar¬ 
er cycle, yet perhaps just too 
relaxed to turn the blade of the 
knife. 

The dark tension of Der 
Tambourgsell (The Drum - 
mer-bay). too, was missing. 
Allen was dosely reading foe 
score both here and in the 
comparably shadowy Britten 
Tom Noddy. When released 
from the script in the dearly 
better-known folk-songs and 
encores, there was a marked 
tightening of concentration 
and focus. 

I f this redtai — in the light 
of the series as a whole 
and of Allen’s own artistry 
— was a little disappointing, 
then Barry Douglas's piano 
recital the day before was 
something of a major letdown. 
Douglas gives few London 
recitals, and has recently tak¬ 
en a year’s sabbatical, so his 
characteristically intelligently 
planned programme of De¬ 
bussy. McCabe and Liszt was 
keenly anticipated. 

Liszt's spare and dark vale¬ 
diction to Wagner. R. W. — 
Venezia, was used as a tiny 
Vorspiel to John McCabe's 
even darker Tenebrae, written 
between 1992 and 1993 in 
response to the deaths of Sir 
Charles Groves, William Ma¬ 
thias and Stephen Oliver. It is 
a tough, knotted piece of 
violent rhythmic and contra¬ 
puntal activity — and more 
than a passing echo of Liszt’s 
own iale writing. Douglas 
pulled it off with considerable 
flair, as he did Liszt's Concert 
Paraphrase of Rigoleito 
which acted as its catharsis. 

The Sonata in B minor, 
though, cannot live by flam¬ 
boyance alone. This and the 
introductory Debussy Suite 
pour le Piano were disturb- 
ingly hyperactive, and inter- 
prelatively and sometimes 
even technically insecure. It 
was as if Douglas* strong and 
eloquent fingers had wilfully 
taken off on their own, dissoci¬ 
ated from the discipline of ear 
or brain. 


A guide to the best available recordings^ 
presented in association with Radio 3 


MAHLER’S SYMPHONY 
NO 6 

Reviewed by Stephen Walsh 

I t is odd to think that a mere 
30 years ago Mahler’s Sixth 
was thought his most forbid¬ 
ding and impenetrable sym¬ 
phony. Today you can choose 
between some 30 recordings. •• 
But it doesn't follow that five .. 
score has become easier, arid I ‘ 
seriously doubt whether there . 
are 30 conductors whose Mah¬ 
ler Sixth one really wants to 
hear. How many can evoke 
Mahler’s own abject terror at ’ 
foe tragic finale with its ham¬ 
mer-blows. or that extraordi¬ 
nary scene after the final 
rehearsal in 1906, described by 
his widow Alma, in which 
“Mahler walked up and down 
in foe artists’ room, sobbing, 
wringing his hands, unable to 
control himself? 

The answer is, not many, 
mid perhaps it is a mistake to 
tty. I thought highly of foe old 
Bernstein New York recording 
(still available), but was put off 
his later Vienna Philharmonic 
version — taken from a public 
concert — by a level of histri¬ 
onics which wrecks that all- 
important finale. Others, like 
Tennstedt and Barbirolli also 
come to grief on an excess of 
groaning Roraantirism. 

On foe other hand, it is no 
use pretending that this is 
anything but Romantic music. 
Pierre Boulez* intriguing but 
oddly bureaucratic way of 
slotting it into some imaginary 
history of modern music ig¬ 
nores a whole dimension of 
Mahler* sentiment. Of course 
Boulez* precision is welcome, 
but he is let down by a dull 



recording. So are other ver¬ 
sions that might look, tempt¬ 
ing: for instance the recent 
Ozawa recording with the 
Boston Symphony. This, like 
one or two others, cranes from 
a public concert. Beware! . 

This is a work , where you 
should check both . circum¬ 
stances and dale of recording. 
Several, companies have 
pulled down old tapes, tailed 
them up with glossy photos, 
and put them out as implicitly 
newrversions. Not all are bad, 
but it is dangerous territory. 

T he recordings to look out 
for are by . Bernard 
Haitink on Philips, especially 
the later Berlin version {42b 
257-2). though his old 
Concertgebouw set (442 000-25 
is still good value in foe 
middle price- band: Simon 
Rattle, whose CBSO recording 
for EMI (CDS’7 54047-2) is 
strong on detail if.a bit slow; 
and — my own favourite ^ 
Herbert von Karajan, with the 
Berlin Philharmonic in terrific. 
form, a 1978 recording on 
Deutsche Gramophon (415 
099-2). Karajan* performance 
(£24.95) is intensely beautiful 
and serene. Mahler, himself 
probably did it differently, fait 
that* another story. 


i Recommended recordings can be ordered from the Times-CD 
Mail. 29 Pall Mall Deposit. Barlby Road. London WIO 6BL 
(freephone 0500 418419; e-maib bid&maiL bogo.co.uk) 

~ Next Saturday on Radio 3 (9am): Bach's Christmas Oratorio 


Royal National Theatre 


Wild Oats 


by John O’Keeffe 

“Boisterously 

enjoyable... 

I urge you 
to catch It” 

Daily Express 



‘ James Bofam 

. “Hilarious” 

Observer 

Anton Lesser. . 

‘ "Superb’ 

• GuanSan 

Sarah Woodward 

“Denghtftii” 

Independent 


J. 


M 1 Box Office0171-928 2252 

First Can O 171 - 42 B O 00 Q 

Lvttetron Theatre; V, £2. 27 Dae & 2 Jain at 7.30pm. 

26 & 28 Dec & 3 JW ® 730jm'&'-canM* r £ 
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M BOOKS 

Charles Dickens's 
letters: Peter 
Ackroyd assesses 
the insights 
they offer 

IN THE SHOPS: Ntw 
REVIEW: Thursday 



POP 


Pulp pump out 
their own brand 
of festive 
spirit at the 
Brixton Academy 
CIC; Wednesday 
REVIEW: Friday 



■ FILM 

Closet joys: a 
kid finds a 
magical new friend 
in The Indian in 
the Cupboard 
OPENS: Friday 
REVIEW: Thursday 


■ f % THEATRE:.Byron’s biblical drama fails to grip; but a rollicking panto comes to the East End 
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Barbican Pit 
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T he RSC is assuming the role of a 
religious foundation this winter, 
with Christmas carols in its 
main house and two biblical advert- 
jure? in the Pit. Down there in the 
bowels or London’s earth. Dennis 
rotter’s Son of Man is joined in the 
repertoire ty Lord Byron’s 1821 verse 
drama, Cain, the two together strad¬ 
dling the Old and New Testaments, 
like the legs of a pair of compasses. 

Byron’s play had to wait until 1992 
for its first professional staging in this 
country, at Chichester’s Minerva The¬ 
atre, where Edward Hall’s production 
invigorated some knotty speeches of 
compressed theology and drew excep¬ 
tional playing in the principal roles of 
Lucifer, Cain and Cain'S anguished 
wife Adah. Not knowing what to 
expect, I was astonished and engrossed 
on that occasion, and perhaps came to 
John Barton's production with hopes 
unwisely high. For while there are 
passages of emotional power in this 
revival, even moments of intellectual 
stimulus, and John Carlisle’s dark 
honeyed voice is always a pleasure to 
hear, the production as a whole lacked 
the theatrical thrill necessary to keep 
attention fixed upon it. 

For reasons unfathomable. Barton 
encloses the play within brief scenes set 
in a rocky wilderness, where pioneers, 
possibly trudging westward across the 
prairie, are cheered when a travelling 
preacher reads the opening chapter of 
Genesis. Audiences who journey to the 
Pit to watch a play called Cain are 
unlikely to be ignorant of the mythical 
background, while the relevance of the 
tale to the 19th-century experience is 
obscure, unless as counsel to raise 
animals on the new territory instead of 
planting cereals. 



Brothers in arms: Linford Brown (left) as Abel and Marcus D’Amico as Cain in Byron’s theological play 


The pioneers leave the stage and 
return as the biblical characters, 
Adam. Eve and their four children, all 
save Cain dutifully pious and submis¬ 
sive before God’s will. Marcus 
D'Amico's Cain significantly does not 
raise his hands in adoration nor mouth 
the words of praise, but his rebellion 
comes over as adolescent discontent 
rather than a more profound antago¬ 
nism. The smiles he flashes at Car¬ 
lisle's grey-suited Lucifer are almost 
flirty, suggesting, say, a country boy 
from Idaho impressed by a successful 
riverboat gambler. 


In the aggressive wording -of his 
prayer to Jehovah above the altar of 
first fruits, D'Amico's voice is at last 
passionate and outraged. But it seldom 
is until then. Nor does it suggest the 
intellectual curiosity required to ani¬ 
mate the guided tour round the 
universe which always comes with a 
visit from an infernal spirit 
Carlisle’s urbanely smiling Ludfer 
presents the arguments against un¬ 
questioning obedience to God with a 
suavity that ends in an abrupt expres¬ 
sion of boredom. In Cain he finds a 
ready disciple, whereas in Thusitha 


Jayasundera's Adah, firm in her 
dtt/otion, puzzled by her husband’s 
doubt he finds an adversary from 
whom he must turn away. Her 
unafraid comment “I cannot answer 
this immortal thing", combines humil¬ 
ity with a dismissal of what she feels no 
wish to need. 

At the end the pioneers return, 
happy to have been reminded of the 
slaughter of Abel. Since it is not at all 
dear why this should be, the frame 
damages the Byron. 

Jeremy Kingston 


STRATFORD East is the per¬ 
fect theatre for a panto with its 
Victorian crimson plush, un- 
polished snugness and vi- 
™ brant community spirit. The 
audience whoop and throw in 
comments whatever the sea¬ 
son, so the place is a positive 
blast when “boo-hiss-behind- 
you" time comes round again. 
Moreover, this year’s panto, 
traditional with up-to-date ad¬ 
justments, is quite a cracker 
warmly entertaining, well per¬ 
formed, thankfully thin on 
cheap innuendoes and with 
sets free of tinsel. 

Sue Mayes's design offers 
old-style forest foliage on bor¬ 
ders and tabs. The spooky 
castle is flown in, painted on a 
backcloth. The Giant's kitchen 


Giant dollop of family fun 


is particularly pleasing with 
its mighty stove and saucepan 
the size of a small boy. The 
Giant himself is a splendid 
surprise. Just when you 
thought all you were going to 
get was one big grisly hand 
playing peekaboo from the 
wings, there enters a walking, 
talking, twice-life-size (not 
really scary) troll, jaw dacking 
and eyes rolling. A cow-on- 
wheels with a waving head 
milks the mooing when Jack 
sells her for the beans. A pair 
of wideboy puppet-crows, 
chickens at heart and a little 
hard to hear, advise our hero 


Jack and The 
Beanstalk 

Theatre Royal 
Stratford East 


to scarper from the castle 
gates. 

The action rolls along at a 
fair lick even with half the 
village clambering up the 
beanstalk, among them Jack's 
mother-indrag (Adam Price) 
and his sweetheart Berenice 
(Nathalie Tinn making a 


sweet-voiced debut). The cul¬ 
tural hotchpotch of the show 
proves jolly. Jack (Robert 
McKewley’s black British 
giant-slayer) cavorts with his 
neighbours, who are half- 
Arcadian yokels. half-Dicken- 
sian creatures and. implicitly. 
East Enders plagued by THE 
GIANT I cue sinister chord] 
who is snaffling up their 
properties. 

Memorable songs — though 
not all of them shine — include 
a ballad by the silver-plated 
Welsh fairy with a harp for 
wings; a witty Berlin cabaret 
number by the Giant’s Ger¬ 


man Gothic wife Intravenia 
(excellent Debbie Norman): 
and a music-hall tap routine 
by Price's Dame, really getting 
into his hefty stride, spinning 
his axe like a gold-topped 
cane. 

The script is not stuffed with 
wit and some performers faD 
to push their puns home, but 
there is some fine cartoony 
comedy. McKewley’s Jack 
pulls charmingly silly faces 
under his huge-brimmed hat 
and Bill Thomas’s fine, hunch¬ 
backed Mr Ringworm (the 
tittle man behind the bullying 
giant) writhes with fantastic 
villainy, tike a bodypopping 
maggot 

Kate Bassett 
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■ OPERA 

ARTS 


Verdi's Luisa 


Miller is given a 
rare staging by 

TUESDAY TO 

4^64; ‘ 

Opera North at 
the Grand, Leeds 

FRIDAY 


OPENS: Frida}' 

IN SECTION 2 


REVIEW: Next week 



LONDON 

SIMPLY BH> Mu* HuctauK art Co 
go 00 four me- «t*. Haora 
in then wake sales oi meo tales: ate^n. 
Ufc. are obeody teadng lawaiai re 
mtflwr nuiV ri Bui 3m 
Womtotoy Arena £ 10181 -900 1224, 
Tonight-Wed and Jdn 12-15 Then 
Birmingham. ftcQ |012*-78D 41331. 
j3r.a-6.S-tCi Glasgow. SECC £ 
tOi-n 248 99991. Jan 17-19: 
Manchester. Nynex Arena 1016*.-999 
8000,. Jan 21-23. Newcastle. Aiwa 
10191-40180001 Jan 25-27. Sheffield 
Arena B 101 H-256 S656l. Jan 29-31. 
London Areru B10171-420 1212). FaS 
2-5 

BRING ON THE FAIRY OUST Ben 

Steverndn c Srigifig at English Koldnol 

Balers The NurcracAar is lively— 

complete with ttyffig pastry cocks and 
Qvttrnis trees that graft one crew— 
art ni. very popular Hukeoovw the 
Fesov-df Hafi (or (he run tnee 
with Agnas CJa^s. Thomas Edur as T* 
Srwi Queen and Pi ton-yr Rasa 

SouchVjjva's rmgrufcsm RjK_an-sryte 
proOurDon 0 » S*ven Law tcJows 
Festival HaB. South Bark Shi (0171- 
960 42421 Tomgtn. Spm Then Man-Sat. 
7 33pm. mxs Sal ana Dec 21.25-29 
Jan2art \0.2Xprr. urns Jan 12 |£ 


TODAY’S CHOICE 


A daily guide to arts 
and entertalnmant 
complied by Krto Anderson 


WAR CHILD- John VKliams and 
Carts 3cne& learn up n concert to mo 
lira fane m nearly 20 years (or lonvjht's 
guitar spectacular An eclectic pro¬ 
gramme o/Baroque Sfunehartis? 
music Drug <n unspecified trends, al 
in aid ert the War Oriel chanty 
Wtgmore Had. VKgmorc Street. W1 
10171-9352141) Tonight. 7 g) 


ELSEWHERE 

SUDBURY The curator o> Thomas 
Gareborough's house spreads he own 
version at Cftnstmas cheer with hoc 
entry unw this Sanvday An otter that 
snoutd not be refused as rtife. property 
shows more at the artist's worh than any 
O'hot ga&ary m the world, and some 
paoitrgs have only recently gone on 
w©w 

« Gainsborough Street [01787-37? 
958, Tue-Sai. 1 0am4pm 


MANCHESTER; FSansI Peter 
Donohoe gives hb annual concert n aril 
of the Cancer Reflet MacMfen Fund 
lcrtgbi Hr-ispnedtypianrsiElare 
Bums, the MacMHan Chamber 
Orc h e stra and the Joy techotecn 
dancers 

Royal Northern Cofege o* Huate. 

Oxford Rood (0161-273 45041 7pm Q 

NORWICH Opening ntghl tor the first 
production in the newly canceled 
theatre Guy Stater directs Timothy 
West and Angharad Rons n Stoppard's 
Jumpers a brU&nt combnxnn at 
acrobatics, phfiosophy and mu refer 
Playhouse. Gun Whirl. Si Gocrqes 
Street. (01603-768 4661 Tonight, 8cm 
Mon-Sat 6pm. mats Thure and Sat, 
2.30pm. Until Jan 6 

i nMDOM a A1LERIES 

Hayward Ad and Pewsr Euiope 
undatfho dictaiora 1930-1945 (071-928 
3144/ National OaHory Palings 

horn Natural Trust Houses (0171-747 
2885). National Portrait Gallery 
Richard and Maria Cosmay (0171306 
0055) Royal Academy Dart 
Hockney Drawing Retrospective |(?l 71- 
439 74 j&j Tnte Coin Soft The An 

at War 193945 (0171-887 8000) . V» 

A' Jan An from Inrsa 


■ COMPANY Snei'-a Gish art Adrcn 
Lester n the cast ol 14 tot Sondhein's 
Mleraveci musical on lore 
ictaLansh^rs and staying sngte Sam 
Merten directs 

Donmar Warehouse, Bertram Seen. 
WC2 (0171-369 1732) Mon-SaL 
7 30pm. mats Wed art Sot. 3pm £ 

□ DEAD FUNNY Beirria Lang. tom 
McHafiy and Sam KoDy m Terry 
Johnson's shorpty tunny play about 
comes art some ol then lam 
Savoy The Strand. WC210171-336 
88861 Mon Fn. 8pm;SaL& 15om. mats 
Wod 2 30pm and S at. 5pm £ 

□ THE GLASS MENAGERIE 
Welcome trandei trorn the Donmar lor 
Sam Mertcs,' radiant production' Zoo 
WanamaKer and Claire Skinner oontrue 
as mothor and daughter. Ben Walden 
comes in as the new Tom 
Comedy. Panton Snoot. SW110171- 
3691731) Mon-SaL 7 30pm; mats SaL 
plus Dec 28 and Jan 4,3pm 

□ HYSTERIA Henry Goodman plays 
Freud, with Tin Potter as Salvador DaS. 
n Terry Johnson's surreal, double 
award-umer. The lunmesi serious play 
n London 

Duke of Yorks, SI Matin's Lane, WC2 
(0171-838 51221 Morv-Sai. 7 30pm; 
mats Thurs and SaL 3pm. ® 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jeremy Kingston's assessment 
of theatre showing In London 

■ House tutt. returns only 
B Some seats available 
□ Seats at ell prices 


BAN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Dotty s powertfi production, with 
Nicholas Woodeson as the aMmorwng 
Inspect*. and Edward Peel and Susan 

Engei as the pillar 9 of society 

Garrick. Charing Dogs Road, WC2 
(0171-494 5085). Mon-Fn. 7 45pm; SaL 
8 1 5pm: mats ttfed. 2-Mpm. SaL 5pm 

■ THE JtMQLE BOOK; Tim Supple's 
vigorous, utterly en|oyafcfc adaptation ol 
three Mongfi stones. A refieshrig totiel 
horn Disney oneness 
YoungVle.TheCut.SE1 (0171 926 
6363). Today. 10 30am and 230pm. 
Contact boxoHice lor schedifie. Q 
B PRIVATES ON PARADE; Tory 
Slattery plays the MT Fpre ssitHy carry 
entErtaner r Peis Ncfxtis's comedy 
vwh muse, set a an Aimy Camp Party 
m Malaya n 1948 Paul Clayton ejects. 


Greenwich. Dooms HU SE10 (0181- 
858 775E.I Opens lorvghi. 7pm Then 
Mon-SaL 7.45pm: mat Sat. 2 30pm 

□ THE SHAKESPEARE REVUE A 
witty cvtnrfj ol song, dance and 
fetches io do with WSkam S 
Ascerepted by Chrc.i<ophor Lijs^asmtie 
and Malcolm McKoe 
Vaudeville. Strand. WC210171 -£J6 
9987) MorvFn. 8pm; Sal. 9 30pm. m-j-.s 

wed. 2 30pm and SaL 5 30pm 

■ TALES FROM HOME' The Beshi 
Tofets return along with the Jewish tales 
they ted so wed. ihee new raperio«e 
includes legonds horn Ireland. Alnca 
and the Caribbean 

Tricycle, 289 KHbum High Road NW6 
(0171-3281000). Prewvra longht, 8pm: 
opens tomorrow. 7pm Si 

B THE WAY OF THE WORLD 

Congreve's mosi lamous -remedy ol 
love trusjraled and lutfked Roger 
Alam and Fiona Shaw inmesfing as the 
loiters. Geraldine McEwan oulsterxkng 
as a tragic Lady Wishton. 

National (LytieUoni. Soutr- Bonk, SE i 
(0171-908 £252) Tonight-Wed. 7.30pm. 
rral Wed. 2 15pm Q 
fictei rtormallan suppied by Scoety 
ol London Theatre AvaBabOty at time 
at going to press; check box office. 


NEW RELEASES 

e BABE (U) Glorious, vivaaaus (amity 
(Urn about a sheephtittftng pig, unh a 
cast o( l along arwnais Direct or. Chns 
Noonan 

Barbican G (0171-638 88911 
Ctapham Picture House (0171-198 
3323) Empire (0171-4371234) MG Ms: 
Baker Street (0171-935 9772) Futhem 
Road (0171-370 2636) Trocadero G 
(0171-434 0031) Odaon Sates Cottaga 
(01426 914 098) Plaia (0171-437 
1234) Rfc> (0171-2S4 6677)Rtey(0171- 
737 21211 Ua HMtetoys © (0171-782 
3332) 

LA BELLE ET LA BEIE (PG>-Revival 
ol Cocteau's enchanting version oi 
Beauty and the Beast, «di Jean Marais 
and Josette Day. 

Everyman G (0171-435 1525) NFT 
(0171-028 3232) R Rfcy (0171-73721211 

THE SHOOTER (18); US marshal 
(Ddpfi Lundgren) comes to Prague to 
preitert an assassination. Video fodder. 
directed by Ted Korchett 
MGMTrocadaroG(0171-434 0031) 

♦ THE SWAN PRINCESS (U): Wfcard 
threatens wedding of Pimoe Derek and 
Pnnccss Oderte Bland animated lotjy 
tale. Director. Richard Rich 
UGH TtoeadaroG 101 71 -43* OCOt) 
Ua WhBaleys G (0171-792 3332) 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Gaoff Brown's assessment of 
IBms bi London and (wharo 
Indteated with the eyrtbol ♦» 
on wteaae across the cou ntry 


♦ THRBE WISHES (PG); Hobo 
spreads wisdom n the American 
suburbs Dawrflmg romartic fantasy 
directed by Martha Codidge. with 
Patrick Swrayza and Mary Etaabeih 
Mastrarswao 

MOM TrocaderoQ (0171-434 0031) 
Warner G (0171-437 4343) 

♦ THE TIE THAT BINDS (181' Nasty 
thrBer about chftd adoption, wih Kaih 
Qanadvie and C<aryl Hannah. 
MGHTrocaderoG(°171'<34 0031) 
Plaza (0171-4371234) Warner® 

(0171 -437 4343) 

CURRENT 

♦ THE AMERICAN PRESIDENT (151 
What happens when ihe mdowad 
Pre si dent gas a grtfnend7 Not rmch. 
even with Michael Douglas and An rare 
Bering. Dvector. Rob Remar 
Empire G f0171-437 1234) MGM 
Fulham Road GP» 71 3702836) 
TroeadaroG (0171-434 00311 


Coronet G < 01 71-727 6705) Odaon 
Kensington (01*26 914666) Screen/ 
B a ker Street (0171 9K 2772) UC1 
WMtaloys Qt0171-792 3332) 

♦ GOLDENEYE 112): Pfcrce Ettosnan 
twinvdas as the new James Bond. A np- 
roamg tracer with a sense ol lunour. 
BarfakrenG (0171-638 8891) 

Chipham Picture Hrxiae (0171-498 
3323) MGMs: Baker Street (0171-935 
9772) Chelsea (0171 352 5096) 
Fulham Road (0171-3702636) 
Odeona: Karedngton (014269148661 
Uicestar Square (01428 915683) 
Morbte Arch <01426 914501) Swtea 
Cottaga (01426914098) U» 
Whltaiays G (0171 792 3332) 

* THE SANTA CLAUSE (U) Divorced 
dad becomes the new Santa Broad 
tamfivcomedy with ataman lacs, 
teahamg Tim Alter. 

MGM Cheteea (0171-352 5096) 
Odeomc Kanstegton (01426 914666) 
States Cottage (01426 914098) West 
End (01426 915574) Ua WMteteysG 
10171-792 3332) 

UNSTRUNG HEROES (PG| &ane 
Keaton (feeds the. eccenmc heart- 
warmer about a boy's charmed He with 
crazy rebnves. With Nathan Win. And* 
MacOcreel, John Twharro. 

MGM Tottenham Court Hoad (0171 
636 6148) RBzy (0171-737 2121) 
Scroan/HBIG (0171-4353366) 


ENTERTAINMENTS 


ART GALLERIES 


L3=EVRE OALLBtY 30 Breton SL 
Wl. 017M83 2M7. An sMttn d 
MODERN BRfTHH ARTOIS 

19001946. ZT fMD Dae. 

Monfti 10&_ 


KXf BOLES GALLERY. 

New yrerta by 9ERGE 
now an waa. 2fl Btuten SkaaL Wl 


SPBK. The Bateteri Gaafen 
WUocdnas by QBm Btetaa. a 
No»22 Dec. MonfH, 9m&3%»L 
Turn 9are73Qpm. 5 Ktap SI SW1 


DANCE 


SADLERS wars 0171 Tia 6000 
LONDON CT7Y BALLET 

CINDERELLA 

UnBJanB 

MonBM 7J0 Lteto27JH3D 
JanSat23aNotMrtiDec2425Jl 


OFERA&BALLET 


10171 632 8300 (24h) 
ENQUSH NATtONAL OKRA 
Tart 7.30 LA BSIEWETTE 
Tcmcr 730 TURANDOT 


ROYAL OPBU HOUSE 0171304 
4000 kr Bn Off&ftndby tnte. 

Tidcete Mtefateai today 
The Royri Open 
Toanr, Fd 7J0 ADA 
Tin Royal BaM 
TmX Wad 730 TWYLA 
THARP RDSSN BALLET 
Ihu 700 BM N^iQ. 1£0 & &0O 
IE8PATW9UR8/ 

TALTO OF BEATHDC POTTER 

FrttZJOOffiBiPBifcmncBj 
PETS! At® TTC WOLF/ 
t.i cenc BFfiURFOTlBl 



ROYAL FESTIVAL HAU. 071960 

02 

BMBUSH NATIONAL BALLET 

IHE NUTCRACKER 

OPBBTOWOHT 

SWAN LAKE 

B-flJgmy_ 


THEATRES 


ROBJ W_ 

“AHOREW LLOYD HBBBW 
MAOTHWCE-WfitSIJDuDri 

SUNSET 

BOULEVARD 

Wtenarof7Tefl)rAsard» 


BEST MUSICAL 

Stenhg 

aMMEPMOE 

amcRfflffGAflDBoamss 


CRP B0CKMB 41333® (Mg ta| 

NoboctangtoatorAife^ 

Bat Once Otote 

B l qcbM jn fcrraafl on Dffl 3?9 ABB4 
Mmto7.45MMHlg&to3gL 


ALBERT BO0171391730 
cc 0171344 4444 (no 1*8 to) 
Grp0171 4133311 

“FIVE STAR SHOW 

jmeesnaLPD^ 

FIVE GUYS 


SIXTH 8TOBVMB YEAR 
Mon-Thu ton Fd ASMS A M5 
LWT41BI 

Frl & to 6pm jwtTcp 4 pdcre 2 (or 1 
ntoParinnrencaMcngDec 


ALOWYCHcc 0171416 6003 
0171420 0000 Ira tee) 

Evgi 730, MB* Wad 6 Sat 30 
NUUM CUSACK 
BBAROARETTYZACK 
PAUL BHATTACMARJS 

INDIAN INK 

-twi sropnwra triumph 

- A BEMIRRIL AW FUMY 
HRISALL OF A PLAY TO 
HiJUMWATE TH E WEST OK7* 
Today. Directed by HEIER WOOD 
LAST 3 WBX8 ENDS JAN 6 


8366111/4200)00/3444444 

ForBwaataaiy 

T8AD®*0TnNG 

AaMRhwategptoyfrom 
tone VMATb nowl 
Twenty Fit*?" Gumltn 
MmFWfliato5aa30wtedMatM5 


APOLLO WCTORU CC 0T71416 
6056 ccMre 0171344444^0171420 
0000 Ope 0171416 Bare/413 3321 

Are fca w L te y d W ebbe r 4 ! 

NMpateEfcRd 

STARLIGHT EXPRESS 

-A REBORN TIEATRICAL 
DBJQKrD%MM 
WMe butte tune «L«de^ 

Tub A to 1SIO Trials feon E1250 
NOPBF2SDEC 
BtTRA MAT 26 DBS AT 3PM 


APOLLO 4B4 5066/344 4444/420 
oooa EWB a >tete Ibu % 5 i ai& 
. JBHY6EA0IK»E 


HATLEY WLB 

>F.T 


DEAD GUILTY 

■Rtehard MBtf DM) ptey h T* 

PERFECT THRa ■ FW^Ttoaa 


BL0OW8UIIY1WATRE 
ftO CC 0171380 022 Irti 
DecaOMonfd 1130 6300 
WflC On 26 Tieto 11 JO&30D 
BOOTY AT ewasniAS 


CAWRBXK BO ft cc 0171 «4 
5054 cc »ato} 312 MtfSW 
4444Ops 4133321/312 mf 
484564 

FAME 

HE MUSICAL 
TAWS A FEELGOOD 
TOUftOTktf OnSuxtey 

-TOATHTABNOrWepemfent 
E«7jaiteteWad&to3i30 
fitet T7*r2BDecN3cm 
-tfaftrionmcaltengDac _ 


COMEDY BO A cc 01713SB1731 
cc 0171 420 0000 (no bfcgtae} 

ZOE WANAMAKERm 

TOE GLASS MENAOTE 

by TBMESSCE WBJJAAB 
Deeded by Smw Me n die 
Ewe 750 Mete to 360 
LfeBTH) SEASON 
Extra Mete2BDec &4tend 3pm 
NBPttte25L2BDecA1ten 


CWBBON36B1747/4200000/ 
344 4444 

JONATHAN HARVETS NEW 
COMBJYWr 

RUPERTSTREET 

LONELY HEARTS CLUB 


eardc-DJlM 
Tue»to&to4.Sun3t7 
~»e 2 SUM POTS AT 3 *7“ 
-RHfi PRICE PREV8 NOMT* 
‘•‘QALA OPgBNQ T0IB0R.7*" 


llriteteesOtTI 416 
OBV 01714200000 (Ho tea). Qpe 
0171416607^4133321/4200200 

GREASE 

Staring SHANE RK« 
end SAMANTHA JANUS 
“Feet tatoua A Are, tea, tat- 

Dafly Mirer 

Evea 730, Mate Wed A Sat 3pm 
-nCXETB AVAIUBU - APPLY 
DALY TO BQK OFFICE 
EXTRA IBAT 86 DEC 3PM 


DUKE OF Yonrs 0171 836 
5122(9637 cc 420 0000)044 
4444 (24ln.no be) 

ROYAL COURT CLASSICS 
Henry Goodnan AtetegOSUBten 

FfadPearan Tin Potter 

HYSTERIA 

Trey JomonVXU8TARD PK OF 
COBBC BRUJANCE- Ttae Out 
Beet Comedy CMerAMMl 
POR7WSCSOM.Y 
Evea 730. Mate Thu & Set 3pm 
NofWfonlten25Dec 


While 
there's 
nothing 
like a dame 
there's 
nothing 
like a 
Theatre 
Token. 



Give someone a great night 
out at any show at over 
160 theatres nationwide, 
incksfingaflof 
London's West End. 

amply boy Theatre Tokens 
from most branches of 
WH South, James 7fiin 
Booksellers/through 
Tsietmaster 01713444444, 
Tickets London 0171416 6012 


DRURY LAW THEATRE ROYAL 
3S cc (Bkg tea) BOv 7 (tap 0171494 
5000/344 4444/GO 0000 ftpe 404 
5454/413 3311/312 6000 

MISS SAIGON 

“« CLA8&C UWE STONY 
OP OIR TDK” 

NOW M ns 

7IH SB43ATI0NAL YEARI 
Evas 746 Mata tod AW $ 0 ) 

Good Mate a** tor Wad Mat 
A aoaaepatta -apfter&O. 

for ■mspuamrosoL 

B00KM38 APenONAL 
CALLERS 

0171464 Bm IBKO PEE) 


DUCHESS co 0171484 507Dcc 344 
4444 (no tte) >MV636 3CB 8*8 Me) 
0T7V4T3 3321 Ewe 6pm. Wad met a 
Set 5 6 330 No PW 25 Dec 
-A SAUCY COMEDY" £ SB* 
MOWMrrSSSlYEAl^ 

D0NT DRESS 
FOR DINNER 

JjPmi 


FORTUNE 60 ACC (7171836 
223801713128033 

DWMD ANDREW 

HAVU. 


TOE WOMAN IN BLACK 

Arapted by Ste p h a n M aBa lrttl 
**A rate Bril ol borrer" STknee 
NOW M ITS 7TH YEAR 
Morvto 6pm UBte Tree 3pm S*4pnt 
6aaMeiDec28M3pre 


FORTUNE 0171636 2236 
“A real wal to 36 yev dda" Gtto 
THE B4CHANI H) TOY SH OP 
Todte at 130 5 330 


QAIHCX 0171481GOBV 
01713121960 to >te> to) 
WBMEROF 
19 MAJOR AWARDS 
TtoRoyall 


JBPrieeteYa 

AN INSPECTOR CALLS 

1WIWB..JMUSTBE1 


"ONE OF THE MOST 
KltUOCATMQ, THEATRICALLY 
BMOHATWE SOOBCSi 
OF THE WOrtS 
-TWO HOURS OF 
BfTHRALUNB, VISUALLY 
STUUS4Q DHAMATIThI 
FOUL LONDON SEASON 
Moot* 745, SN 50048.15. 
Wed mi 230 
BfeanriDecZBriLaD 


QELQUD SMteBbuy Am to cc 
Q17148* 5530 to 1*0 *4 

ee 0171344 4*44 to toj 
Oojj* 0171494 5*5* 

JULIA McKEME 

COMMUNICATING 

DOORS • 

b. ALAN AYCKBOURN 

"A uajOORAMATB COETT 
UfllBI YOOBffaLY FUtW 
M3 G8UB.Y SCAW aid 
*eAh to aarienoa n un R0WNB 
vmHiAuotifflAiciOPKs 
FGRWH) M FRBHT Mependera 
Ew 7 JO Mato Wed ft SN 300 
UfaftrianranoeMangPec 


KAYMARKET 830 8S00 
oc 3*4 4444/4330000 (bkg Me) 
TV€ PETHI H*LL COfcFANY 
ALAN BATES OEM 
•sjperbTras Tranekaa'Gdn 

THE MASTER BUQJJER 

-Mar Hart Bm nmr ategtegllTel 
Hoi to be oteaed on any kccuT 
S.Tate 

ONLY 4 MORE WEEKS 

MnrtSM 745i Mria Wed. SN to" 


m NAJESTVS 24hr 48* 5400 
(tag tee) CC 344 4444/4200000(tkg 
fee) Qipe494 5454/4133311/9338123 

ANDREW LLOYD 
AWARD 


THE PHANTOM OF 
THE OPERA 

Gkecled by HAROLD NMCE 
NOW BXG TO 26 SEPT 96 
Eves 745 Mate Vtod & Sas 380. 
Apply to BwOSce de^i tor returns 
Edia Mai Thu 28 Dec M 300 
Npoeri Man2S0ec 


LOMDON PAUAOUM BCVDC 
0171484 5020/3444444 pBdeerv 
chg) 420 0000 Grpa 01714200200 
JNDALE 

RETUV6 TDT»« WEST 0I> 

"A MAJOR THEATMCAL 
EVSTT'DriyUH 

OLIVES! 

2ND SPECTACULAR YEAR 
Um BARTS NAS7BVECE 
YOU CANT A8K FOR ■ORE’ 
STVnaa 

Ewe 730 MMa Wed ft Sal 230 
Emm MM Tta* 2B Dec at 230 
to P iatai nance linn 25 Dae 
SOME QD0D SEATS AVML 
MOW FOR WmtDAY PBW 


LYWCSbefti Are BCVcc 0171484 
5560 CC 0171344 4444 (»1*8 Da) 


HOBSONS CHOICE 

tytoaddaigtewaa 
"NAQfiWCOrT-annerinBtto 
triMteNlhutoBrOiTel 
Ti te A lla u rer te tWriraid y ptoto 
nteritoADBjQHTSU 
Ewa 730 lift Sat 300 
totofamonoB lion 25 Dae 
EXIBCEDT03H3I ._ 


NEW LONDON Ouy L*» t»C2 90 
01714050072CC 017140* 4078 24te 
0171344 4444/420 0000 
Grpa 0171413 3317/990 6123 
TIE MFB¥ LLOYD RBEBy 
T3.ELKJrN1BYKD0N4L 
AWAflMMNQUUaCAL 

CATS 

EMf7«Mrii7M&SBt3ro 
Bta tote 27.2B Dec at 3pm 
to INI 28 Dec 
to RNtoRMMB Mon 25 Dee 
LATECOMERS NOT ADMTTB) 
WMEAimORUfEM 
MOTION, R£ASE BE PROWT. 
Beaepenri&46 

LflNTB NOl OF SEATS AVAL 
DALY PROM BOX OfflO. 


NATIONAL TtCATRE BO 0171828 
72St Opa 0171820074124hr 
oc Mg ke 0171420 0000 
OUIRB Tom 7.15 A UT1U 
NKWT M«C Muae ft tato by 
Staton Sonctwim. book by Hugh 
Wheater. Tom 7.15 VOtTOEBen 
Jonecn. Toni 6pm. PLATHMIfe 
OSCAR WUC STORKS 
LYTTLETDN TonX Torn 730 THE 
WAY OF THE WORLD WRm 
Congreve 

COTTEBLOE TcrT Toner 730 
CYRANO Erinond Rtntend, adapted 

by Jrinder Vaaae, randared Mo wee 
_***** 


OLD VIC 017192S6655/3126034 

The Royal Nadorol Tharirete 

THE WIND IN 
TOE WILLOWS 

“AH ABSOLUTE WESTOTltaa 

Old 

MATCHLESS 


UTTERLY GNCHAlfTMGLA 
SMALL MASTEBPCCCTtarHte 
“A WQNDBWL EV PHT F-T 
^AN RRQ9tBi£ 

PBCE OFTHEATREnNR 


liorvSN 730pm, 
wad ASM into 230pm 
Erie aate Dec MMreHinw 


PALACE THEATRE 0T7M84 (MB 
oedsn (bkg teR 0171-34* 
44*4 Spa 0171 *133311 
THE WORLD'S MOST POPULAR 


LBSMISERAHLES 

NOWMirStTTH 
RECORMTOARNO YEAR 
Eves 730 Mala Tlu ft SM 230 
Erie Ikri Wad 27 Deo M 230 
to Partaraance Mon 25 Dec 
Latecomer* not adnkted 

unStotataval 
lift® NO, OF SEATS AVAL 
CW* Y FROM BCK CFFtt_ 


; BMC 01713081733 
/3** **44^20 0000 (tea) 

DAVID CASSIDY 

STARS FOR 4 WEBB OfiSY 
M WELT RUSSBX'S 

BLOOD BROTHS^ 
STBPHHELAWRBtCE 
CARLWAYNE 

JttaSantawatilafMt, 
and lOflriflB It BtofOtoT DIM 

Eves 745 Mate Thn 3 SN * 

"EXTRA MAT ”«g*TS** 


PBCADKLY 01713GB173* 
cc Mn 3M 4444. 

Grpa 3121970/4133321 

•WINNER!* 

BEST MUSICAL 
Dm S iy CT—M l H A—ad ‘95 
“0* OFT* BEST MUSICAL 
PRODUCTIONS LONDON HAS 
SS) FOR TEARS" Depress 
"JBWY HBDIAtfS 
WONDERFUL BURST OF 
HU8CAL HREWOWCS- DAW 

MACK & MABEL 

THE HOLLYWOOD ROMANCE 
Uov 3 B it 7 A toa Wed A 
9NN 300 

&draitelThnDac28a(lOO 
90HE GOOD SEATS AVAL FCfl 
MDSTPBffa_ 


PLAYHOUSE 01718S 4401 
A«71 4200000/01713444444 
AN ALL STAR CAST M RAY 

rwr 


FUNNY MONEY 

*TAUQHS OALQRE—A 

wieenx&ip 


IteaSat 800, Mate Uw 300.8a! 500 

•“EXTRA 6ULT 27 DEC AT 3** 


PMNCE TOWARD 0171734 8SI 

cc (30v no bta<to Rnt Cal 420 0100 

/ 01713*4 4444 Gr«4te830 8123. 
BSTMUSJCAL 


•YOUW BE CRAZY TO MK8 IT 
Dktal 

CRAZY FOR YOU 
•TOTS THE BRNKriMNn 
BACK DITTO WEST END M 
DA23UNQ 8TYU2" WU On Sun 
Eves 7A&. Itete Tim « Stt 300 
Etta Ikt Wbd 27 Decal ^xn 
to Perfateance Mon 25 Oac 
GOOD SEATS AVALABLE 


PRMCC OF WAUM 0171839 
5S72/420 0232/344 4444/416 8062 
Grp* 0171420 0200/413 8321 

TOMMY STESJ3 
WHAT ASHOW 


Bang, Watevr’Cnl 
Evgs MonSte 8pm, Mate WedSpm 
Sri 5pm 

FaraLhetodRaainn 


PRMCE EDWARD 0171447 5400 
FW CM 420 0K» tobr Oq] tee) 
3*4 4444 Ooto *20 0200 
Cemeren Ite ctatoil i preeen t a 

MARTINGUERRE 

A New Mutate by 
EXXBLL&SCHGNBBtG 
FROM 22 MAY 1996 


QUBMB 6Q/CC {El bkg fee) 
0171484 5M3/344 4*44 
fiten-llai 8pm, W SASpn 
Sta 23 Dae ton otar to pa>1 D*: 25 

ULYSAVACE 


(SmOCKH 

HE MUSICAL 
TbBbsbT.T. 
“AHaotHh- 


4 WEEKS OUY! 
Strife ft DC. £1230^00. 
tto* Ode Wfei 


ROYAL SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY LONDON 

P171638BBB1) 

SMBCW 

A CmSTMAS CAROL Tort 7.15 
TVE PIT: SON OF MAN 
Tatar ZOBfi 7.15 
STRATFORD {01780 295623) 
RST:JUUUS CAESAR Tati 730 
SWAN: THE BERRY ORCHARD 
Tort 730 

TOR-nEPAMlBlOF 

DBW0NQI!HTfefl73P 


SAVOY THEATRE 0171636 8888 
cc 42D 0000 gms 3121970 to bkg tea 
KEVM 
MrilAllY 

in Terry Johnaait Bated 
anting omedy 

DEAD FUNNY 


Eva Stand 
Mcrvfrt Bpn\ Set 8.15pm 
Sal ntet5cre &Wad trot 23QOT 


8HAF1E8BUHY 0171379 5369 
3*4 4444 (MtQbkglto 
ITS BACK - 4 WSS ONLY 
19 DEC-13 JAN MC MATS 
RETURN TO TW 

FORBIDDEN PLANET 

TVECtSMCXMASPWTrV 
■ritatariyackfcitw'DlTN 
kkn-Hue 8iXX Fri, Sal 5 ft 330 
to part on Mon 25 Dec 
EtenriDggrijS 


SHAFIESBURY 0171379 5398 
01713U 4444 (Mv/no bkg tee) 
Qfe4» 01714133321 

TOMMY 

PAUL KEATMG KNWUE 
AaToaxav to lbs Writer 

ftmiewa 20 Fataitev. Opens 5 Mach 


6T BBARTWS 01718381443 to 
Mg to) 0171487 8977 (t*g to) 
Qeupa 01713121994 (no to) to) 
Bose, Tun 245. Sat S&8 
44th Year ofAgaStaOifeVe 


STRAW) THEATRE Bot 06&cc 
to M 0171930 8600 
oc(fc*gtee)«171 3444444/420 0000 
awpeOTTl 4133321/01719306123 

•BUDDY* 

Tba Buddy Holy Story 
•WfiLLIANT-Sro 

•BUDDY* 

“WONDERFUL STUFF* Sin Tri 

•BUDDY* 

TueaTlus 8 j 0 Fri 530 & 830 

satasmasaaBMioo 
ML SEATS 1/2 PHCE FRI 530 PfflF 
7SHMAVBS.YYEAH 


VAUDEVILLE 0171835 9967 cc 
420 0000/344 4444 (no bkg tee) 

“For ■ aptektog, ariacdoreria 
and M a rimie arnnkn, hi iha 


Tfea RSC prodaeflon o( 

THE SHAKESPEARE 
REVUE" 

Tl» Item 

u THtetagtayantoteblaafKW" 

Daiyletageph 
Morvfti aXDpm Sal 830pm 
MtaWad230|>nad53ton> 

NoPatunmahlcn250ec 


VAUDEVUE 01718989887 0C 
42D 0000^*44444 {no b*gtoj 

“For a apteUtag, rifeetaaafe 
and Mterint aeanteg liSre 
thaaarevgoandaaa 
Ilia RSC produedan ol 

THE SHAKESPEARE 
REVUff 

Tho Tines 

“THb tog^ MloyNMa ahow” 
Daly Tetograph 
tonFrt ainpDi SN asopre 
Mate Wted 230cm Sri 530om 


VICTORU PALACE BO ft cc to 
Ie401718341317cc too tee) 0171 
3444444/3121998/4079077 
taupe 0!713121997 (no to) 
/0171830 6123 (bkg tee) 

BRIAN CONLEY 


in 

‘TOLS0N* 

“A raao m ri n g Mr Sun. Tal 

•J0IB0N* 

“YteribnafttagamfiOBiiiflaato 


♦JOLSON* 

EvgsMavSet 7J0. 
MtaeVM&Sttarn 
Now booking to 28 8cp 86 
Soma gnnrf nfe iwteMa an 
Sredtafotperi _ 


WHTTBiALL 3991735/344 4444/ 
4200000 

TO NEW MUSICAL 

HTTftNN—flflLLUMrtloG 

ROY 0RBB0N STORY 

GUEST-STAFBNG PJ. PROBV 
KPRKZFRISSOPSF 
TiMffiuftftiarisaDftBaiaun* 


298,000 readers of this section 
go to the theatre at least once 
every 2/3 months. 

To advertise in The Times 
theatre listings please call our 
sales team on 0171 481 1982 
or fex 0171 481 9313. 

All major credit card accepted 
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Carbon dioxide blamed for the great extinction 

Earth’s big belch 


AFTER the Big Bang, the Big |r 
Belch. Three American scien¬ 
tists have come op with a novel 
explanation for the most cata¬ 
clysmic event that ever struck 
the Earth — the destruction of 
95 per cent of living species 250 
million years ago. They reckon 
it was the global equivalent of 
what happens when you open a 
bottle of champagne. SCIJ 

The Permian extinction is tjoii 
well documented in the fossil 

records, and the best explana- - 

hoc for it until now has been a j\j 

massive volcanic eruption that _ 
altered the dimate. But nothing Ha 

lubricates the imagination like [L——_ 
a good extinction. 

At a recent meeting of the Geological 
Society of America in New Orleans, Doctors 
Andrew Knoll of Harvard, Richard 
Bam bach of Virginia Polytechnic Institute, 
and John Gratzinger of Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology presented evidence 
that it was a surge of carbon dioxide that 
knocked off the trtiobites and their 
companions. 

The first due came from a layer of rock 
from the late Permian, which the scientists 
recognised as an inorganic carbonate. Most 
of the carbonate rocks are formed from the 
remains of animals, but this one had 
precipitated directly from sea water, pre¬ 
sumably when dissolved carbon dioxide 
reached a very high level. 

The cause, they believe, was a shutdown 
of ocean circulation towards the end of the 
Permian. At the time, all the continents 
grouped together in a super-continent called 


On the trail of a 
cow with no horns 


SCIENCE 

BRIEFING 


Nigel 

Hawkes 


SCIENTISTS in Canada 

■■DM 

2 have discovered a way of 

• • 

~ selecting cattle so that they 

Vijjkv;. 

l will produce hornless calves. 


* offering a chance of saving 

•V • 

> farmers a lot of trouble and 

\ ' • 

calves, perhaps, some pain. 

— 1 At present most calves in 



Britain are dehorned when young. But some 
cows carry a gene for homlessness. If a cow 
with two copies of this gene (one on each of 
the chromosome pair) is crossed with a bull 
which also carries both copies, the result is a 
hornless calf. 

In principle, this is a way of creating a 
hornless breed of cows better suited to 
modern farming methods, and spared the 
dehorning process. Now Dr Sheila Schmutz 
and coileages from the University of Saska¬ 
toon in Canada report in Mammalian 
Genome that they have identified "markers" 
for the gene that should make such testing 
easy. So far she has found them in Charolais, 
Simraenthal and Limousin cattle. 

“There's no genetic engineering Involved." 
she says in New Scientist. "We are just 
selecting at an early stage a trait that was 
there anyway." 


- Pangaea, and the oceans were 

sluggish because there were no 
continental ice sheets to chill 
the surface waters and make 
them sink to the depths. 

At the surface. Irving things 
were busily extracting carbon 
dioxide and adding it to the 
ocean's store. This thinned the 
atmosphere of carbon dioxide. 
NCE cooling It in the obverse of 
global warming, and eventual- 
rllMvJ jy leading to an ice age. That 
t would have stirred the oceans 

i at last, releasing the dissolved 

carbon dioxide with all the 
/kes frenetic enthusiasm of a grand 
_ mix driver on the podium. 

Ingenious, but where's the 
evidence? Apart from the rock, the three 
pointed to some other straws (hat hint they 
may be on to something. There is some 
evidence of glaciation in the late Permian, 
and the isotopic composition of carbon in 
the rocks hints at rapid oceanic turnover. 

The pattern of extinctions also fits. The 
creatures that suffered the greatest losses 
were those least tolerant of higher carbon 
dioxide levels; those that did best were 
marine burro were which spent their lives in 
sediments where carbon dioxide levels were 
already high. 

The thesis had a reasonable reception in 
New OMeans. "It isn’t as yet backed up by a 
tremendous amount of data." the palaeon¬ 
tologist Dr Douglas Erwin of the US 
National Museum of Natural History told 
Science with masterly understatement. "But 
I think it's an interesting, even fascinating 
hypothesis.” 

The matter with 
the universe 

ASTRONOMERS in Edin¬ 
burgh, California and Arizo¬ 
na seem to have hammered 
another nail into the cosmol- 
ogists’ favourite model of the 
universe. 

Using the UK fnfrared 
telescope in the Canaries and 
the Keck telescope in Hawaii, they have 
studied a remote galaxy called 53w091. The 
light from the galaxy has a large red-shift, 
showing that is moving away from us 
rapidly and that it is very remote. 

Yet tiie spectrum of the radiation from the 
galaxy measured by the Keck telescope 
suggests that it is about three billion years 
old. This combination simply does not fit the 
currently most-favoured model of the uni¬ 
verse, which predicts that such a galaxy 
should be much younger. 

The easiest way to square the circle, say 
the team in Spectrum, the newsletter of the 
Royal Observatories, is to assume that the 
universe contains less matter than we i 
thought Other recent evidence points the 
same way. The team, which includes John 
Peacock, James Dunlop and Raul Jimenez 
from Edinburgh, intends to keep looking. 
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The Magi, thought to have been astrologers, follow the star to the east—but if this was a 
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the Star of Bethlehem 


THE ONLY dues to its identi¬ 
ty appear in the Gospel ac¬ 
cording to St Matthew: .. 
there came wise men from the 
east to Jerusalem, saying, 
where is he that is bom King 
of the Jews? For we have seen 
his star in the east and are 
come to worship him” (Mat¬ 
thew ii. 2). And: “When they 
had heard the king, they 
departed: and. lo, the star, 
which they saw in the east 
went before them, till it came 
and stood over where the 
young child was" (ii, 9). 

The Star of Bethlehem has 
tantalised astronomers and 
historians alike ever since. 
Many are not certain whether 
the star ever existed. Others 
think the birth of Jesus may 
well have been heralded by a 
true astronomical event, 
because the wise men to whom 
the star appeared are thought 
to have been astrologers. 
Their role was to interpret the 
destinies written in the heav¬ 
ens. implying they were well- 
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versed in the movements of 
the planets and stars. 

There are several sugges¬ 
tions as to what celestial event 
the Star of Bethlehem might 
have represented. Some sup¬ 
pose that a dose approach, or 
conjunction, of two or more 
planets might have sufficed as 
a divine sign. Other, more 
spectacular possibilities are a 
supernova, comet or meteor. 
Many Christians claim that 
the star defies explanation 
because it was a mirade. 

Let us look first at one 
obvious suspect. Perhaps Ve¬ 
nus. the diamond among 
planets, was the biblical star. 
At certain times during its 225- 
day orbit of the Sun, Venus is 
the brightest object in the shy 
apart from the Sun and the 
Moon. It has often been mis¬ 
taken for the Star of Bethle¬ 
hem. The number of reported 
UFO sightings also goes up 
when the planet is at its most 
luminous. Despite this, Venus 
is probably not the answer, 
because it has always been 
familiar to astronomers and to 
wise men throughout the ages. 


c 


O ne suspects that it 
would have taken 
something very un¬ 
usual to persuade 
these wise men that the Messi¬ 
ah was about to come into the 
world. If the event were un¬ 
usual, might it be recorded 
somewhere else? Any earthly 
search for the answer must 
begin with an accurate dating 
of Christ's birth. Because of 
confusion when the year-num¬ 
bering system first came 
about, the Nativity is thought 
by historians to have taken 
place between S and 4BC. 

Records from ancient Chi¬ 
na, which contain information 


^xomet, 
meteor, 
or miracle? 
Anjana Ahuja 
on the guiding 
light that led to 
the stable 


on all phenomena visible to 
the naked eye, note the appear¬ 
ance of a bright comet in 5BG 
The trouble is that the Bible 
implies that nobody apart 
from the wise men saw It an 
unusual state of affairs for so 
striking a vision. Halley's 
comet an obvious suspect 
would not have been passing 
dose to Earth at the time of the 
Nativity. If a supernova — a 
violent stellar explosion which 
can lead to the creation of a 
black hole — had occurred 
during that time and been 
visible from Earth, a great fuss 
would surely have ensued. 
Both the spectade and fuss are 
absent from the Chinese 
records. 

The other major astronomi¬ 
cal happening was a coming 
together of the planets Jupiter 
and Saturn in 7BC, in tiie 
constellation of Pisces. They 
appeared dose together on 
three separate occasions, in an 
event called a triple conjunc¬ 
tion. This happens about once 
every 139 years. Many think 
that a simple planetary event 
such as this, rather than a 
dazzling spectade, is a more 
fitting candidate for the Star of 
Bethlehem. Only the Magi, or 
wise men. would have been 


Full of beans 


BRITISH sdentists have pin¬ 
pointed an environmentally 
friendly way of boosting the 
size of crops such as grapes 
and runner beans. 

Traditionally, farmers use 
> chemical sprays to make fruits 
and vegetables plumper and 
. longer. But these can cause an 
increase in pollution and the 
risk of residues building up in 
wildlife and man. Now Brit¬ 
ish sdentists have found a way 
of genetically controlling 
growth in plants, paving the 
way for a range of crops, trees 
and pot plants with novel 
properties. 

The researchers, based at 
several institutes, universities 
and company laboratories, 
have unravelled the mecha¬ 
nism which controls produo 
tion of the key growth 
hormones — chemicals called 
gibberellins. More important¬ 
ly, they have identified and 
made copies of the genes 
which produce tiie hormones 
in the flowers, stem and fruit 
so that different parts of the 
plant can be controlled. 

Tests on genetically engi¬ 
neered thale-cress, the botani¬ 


cal equivalent of the laborato¬ 
ry mouse, have been carried 
out with encouraging results. 
The sdentists have, for the 
first time, managed to grow 
cress with seed-pods that are 
both smaller and bigger than 
normal ones by boosting or 
reducing hormone concentra¬ 
tions in the plant 

The research, funded by the 
Government’s Biotechnology 
and Biological Sciences Re¬ 
search Council and com¬ 
panies which indude Zeneca 
and Ciba Gcigy. is being 
spearheaded by Dr Peter 
Hedden of the Long Ashton 
Research Station, at the 
University of Bristol. 

Dr Hedden says that there 
are scores of potential applica¬ 
tions. For example, a shorter, 
sturdier stem will help more 
wheat to survive in high 
winds. More gibberellins.' 
also speed up conifer seed 
production, which is impor¬ 
tant in commercial planta¬ 
tions. The technique may also 
be used to boost die size of 
fruits such as seedless grapes. 

Nick Nutt all 
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able to read the heavens, and 
the conjunction would have 
been heavy with meaning — 
Jupiter, tiie king of the gods, 
coming together with Saturn, 
the symbol of justice. 

However, Britain's best- 
known skywatdier dismisses 
this explanation as poppycock. 
"If the wise men spotted those 
planets and thought it marked 
the coming of Jesus, they 
couldn't have been very wise," 
remarks Dr Patrick Moore, 
who adds that the coming 
together of planets is not a 
particularly rare event on the 
cosmic scale. 

He suggests that responsi¬ 
bility could lie with a sequence 
of meteors (also known as 
shooting stars) streaking 
across the sky at different 
times. A meteor is the streakof 
light produced by a snail 
partide of interplanetary dust 
entering tiie Earth V 1 upper 
atmosphere and burning up.. 
"If these had been going east it 
would have explained the star 
of Bethlehem guiding them." 
Dr Moore says. • 

He also points out that 
many of the most remarkable 
planetary conjunctions are in¬ 
visible from the Earth. One 
such event will take place cm 
May 5, 2000. On that day. 
Venus, Mercury, Mars, Sat¬ 
urn and Jupiter will be as dose 
to each other as beads cm a 
choker. According to experts at 
the Royal Greenwich Obser¬ 
vatory in Cambridge, the con¬ 
vergence of tiie planets is 
indeed -likely to take place 


unseen. “Our tables say that 
the planets will be behind the 
Sun." says Dr Peter Andrews, 
from the observatory. : 

Dr Andrews also paints out 
that what might, at first, seem- 

to be a remarkable coinci¬ 
dence happened, a mere -33 
years ago, , in 1962. “Ihe five 
planets were as dose then as 
they will be ih'2000. but they 
would have been invisible as 
weH" So it seems that an 
invisible spell of planetary 
two-stepping cannot. explain 
the biblical vision either. 


A mateur astronomers 
disappointed at this 
unresolved. question 
can take heart from 
a series of cosmic spectacles 
due to come our way over the 
next few years. Dr Moore 
thinks that comet Hale-Bopp, 
discussed in last week’s Sci¬ 
ence Briefing, may be tiie 
brightest dmiet since tiie 
famed appearance of Halley's 
comet in 1910. “Comets, lute 
politicians, are unreliable, but 
it may well be spectacular," he 
says. The other major event is 
the total eclipse of tiie Sun in 
August 1999. 

In tire meantime, tiie bright 
winter sky contains enough 
gems to enthral the amateur 
stargazer. Venus wfl] be par¬ 
ticularly luminous over the 
coming months, and Mercury, 
Mars and Saturn can all be 
seen after sunset Those hop¬ 
ing for a glimpse of tiie 
guiding Star of Bethlehem will 
have to hope for a mirade. 
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The death of the dinner party 


KOBAL COLLECTION 



re we all too tired — and too 
poor — to entertain our friends in 
the grand style? Maiy Killen 
looks at a revolution sweeping the 
dining tables of Nineties hostesses 


FLICKING through a 1949 
issue of American Vogue the 
other day, I came across an 
article on the subject of dinner 
parties. The author was “Wal¬ 
lis Windsor". 

“My forte, if so pretentious a 
word applies,” wrote the 
Duchess, “is the small, inti¬ 
mate dinner party. Any dinner 
of more than 16 people 1 
consider enormous. More 
than eight persons means no 
sou file—always a melancholy 
omission — and more than 12 
condemns the staff to two 
servings. 

“1 consider ten the ideal 
number for dinner. Ten en¬ 
sures a varied and contrasting 
company, yet one that can be 
seated around a table in 
sufficiently close proximity for 
general conversation." How 
fascinating it was 
to read through 
1.000 more words 
of “royal" tips for 
successful enter¬ 
taining. And royal 
nominations for 
the greatest host¬ 
esses of the West¬ 
ern world ... “and 
for bringing to¬ 
gether all kinds of 
people in a gay, 
airy but flawless 
setring — states- _____ 
men and painters, “ 

journalists and mathemati¬ 
cians. bankers and authors — 
l have never known anyone to 
equal Lady Mend!. She mixes 
people like a cocktail and the 
result is sheer genius." 

1. too, enjoy mixing people 
like a cocktail and like every¬ 
one else in the Eighties I gave 
wildly extravagant Wallis 
Simpson and Lady Mendl 
wannabe dinner parlies. To¬ 
day there is do question of my 
issuing invitations to a dinner 
party m the 1949 Wallis Sinip- 
jjgson sense, nor even in the 1989 
sense. Who could afford to 
give one after Lloyd’s and the 
recession and, in my case, the 
clampdown of the credit card 
lenders? The dinner party is 
dead- Enter, faute de mieux, 
the age of the supper party. 

What is the difference? Ex¬ 
pense. mainly — of both 
money and mental energy. 
Dinner parries involve buying 
in all the drinks anyone could 
possibly want both before and 
after, and hiring someone to 
hand round and wash up 
afterwards. 

Far better, for a nouveau 
pauvre hostess, to take advan¬ 
tage of the national mood of 
exhaustion among thirty-to- 
fortysomethings — many of 
whom have young children — 

and issue instead a_ 

more casual invita¬ 
tion. "Come to sup¬ 
per" has an 
implication of easy 
familiarity; guests 
feel they can turn 
up late, not particu¬ 
larly dressed up 
and there will be 
the likelihood of 
seeing friends, or 
at least people that 
they already know, 

with whom they _ 

will not have to 
"make an effort". If the guests 
are casual, the hostess recipro¬ 
cates. Rxjple can sit around 
swigging £5-a-bottle wine and 
. snacking on olives ■ and 
' tapenade until such time as 
something simple and cheap 
like a leg of lamb can be 
withdrawn from the oven 
when it’s ready — generally at 
about 9.45pm on a typical 
London weekday evening. 

G uests are usually 
starring from 6pm 
but they don’t mind 
waiting till 9.45 
because anything is better 
than haring to shop, cook and 
wash up yourself after a 
harrowing day at the office. 
They are too tired in the 
Nineties. They don't mind 
coming to supper because it is 
a way of blobbing out 
“No," says Jo Farrell, who 
entertains at least once a week 
with her art dealer husband 
Gerry. “I haven't asked any¬ 
one to dinner for years. I call it 

supper — the reason being 
that supper implies “Go home 
at eleven thirty’ and Gerry 
always wants people out by 
then..." 

Perhaps one day the dinner 
party will return, but for the 
moment, the supper party 
makes perfect sense. The big 
spenders of the Eighties are 
now admitting that their par¬ 
ents were nght about not 
spending money you didn’t 
have and this is reflected in the 
new parsimony. Recently I 
went to a supper party where 
the hostess showed no shame 
about serving fresh pasta with 
herbs and salad as die main 
course. It was delirious but 
still slightly startling. 


Everyone 
is so tired 
these 
days; they 
just want 
to blob out 


If you can afford lo entertain 
at all in the Nineties the 
likelihood is that you will be a 
member of a partnership 
where both of you are work¬ 
ing. and that means working 
late. One of you will come back 
at about seven and start 
throwing things in the oven. 

Ian, 37, who lives in 
Kennington, is typical. “We 
have nice linen napkins, 
which my wife inherited, but I 
never gave formal dinner par¬ 
ties and never liked them will) 
their implications that they 
were to do with somehow 
showing off at the same time 
as being a minefield of faux 
pas. The food’s much less 
important now — people are 
spoilt and used to eating 
interesting things. The point of 
the supper party is the other 

_ people and the 

wine and the relax¬ 
ing .. 

In the Nineties 
we are far more 
ruthless and intol¬ 
erant about meet¬ 
ing people who 
may bore us or 
make us tense. We 
want old friends or 
people we already 
know because we 
are too tired to 
feign an interest in 
someone new. 
guests in London, 
be called the 


Your 

what might 
groovy middle classes, leave 
their offices at about 6pm at 
the earliest and make their 
way home through the traffic, 
arriving at about seven. They 
have their bath, a glass of 
wine, make a sequence of 
phone calls and before they 
know it. it is 830pm and time 
to prise themselves out of their 
warm lairs to set out, some¬ 
what resentfully, across 
London towards their supper 
party. 


J 


The last 
thing you 
want is to 
meet 

people you 
don’t know 


o Farrell, who lives 
.south of die river, con¬ 
firms that her guests, 
who are invited at 830. 
invariably turn up at 920 on a 
weekday evening "complain¬ 
ing about the traffic. Then we 
sit down ten minutes later.. 
(Usually to eat something like 
cheese souffle — “all you have 
to buy is eggs and cheese" — 
Thai chicken, and jelly with 
double cream. “People love 
jelly because they never nor¬ 
mally gent. *7 

“I never see anyone further 
afield than Notting Hill Gate 
or Shepherds Bush at the 
outside," says Charlotte, 35. 
“Of course, everyone who used 
to live in Chelsea has now 

_ moved to Notting 

Hill anyway, but 
as for going to 
somewhere like 
Clapham. just for¬ 
get it... 

“And my heart 
sinks if J walk in to 
a party and there’s 
somebody there 
that I don’t already 
know, or know of 
... and I find I am 
sitting next to 
_______ them." Even the 

Duke and Duchess 
of Westminster have specially 
designed telly trays. In the 
country people tend to spend 
weekday evenings slumped in 
front of their television sets 
and entertain, if they do, at 
weekends, where they can 
include people from London. 

The heritage expert Hugh 
Massingberd says: “In the old 
days grandees felt it their duty 
to invite the humbler mem¬ 
bers of the county every so 
often to a ball, a reception or a 
garden party, rather as 
though they were the local 
royalty. New that they no 
longer have the wherewithal 
for large-scale entertaining, 
their stately homes are fre¬ 
quented only by friends from 
London and a few favoured 
locals with whom they have 
interests in common.” 

But the age of the supper 
party has its dire conse¬ 
quences. It means that politi¬ 
cians only ever meet other 
politicians and journalists, 
glamorous and trendy media 
people don’t meet enough 
ordinary people — and vice 
versa. Yet people stiD want to 
meet others outside their 
world. As Massingberd says: 
"ft does one the world of good 
to meet someone who doesn’t 
know who you are.. * 

But Nineties people are too 
exhausted to meet new people, 
physically and mentally 
drained by their days at the 
office and their young child¬ 
ren, they don’t want to chit¬ 
chat or ask the new person on 
their right about themselves. If 
you wanted to spend an eve¬ 
ning with the late Miron 
Grindea, the editor of Adam 
magazine, you would spend 
the evening talking about Kaf- 



A grand Hollywood dinner party, from This Thing Called Love, in 1941. In today's minimalis t climate, hostesses are saving money and mental energy by holding a supper party 


ka or other high-minded 
things; no personal remarks at 
all. Now, even at the most 
distinguished literary dinner 
party, people want to go 
straight into the gossip. 

“The dinner party used to be 
society's entertainment," says 
Massingberd. pointing out 
that the whole Season evolved 
from the fact that the aristocra¬ 
cy. so firmly rooted in the 
country, would come up to 
London at this time of year to 
meet others and thus make 
themselves sophisticated in 
this way. 

“Dinner parties used to be 
entertainment but now it is 
much more difficult to tempt 
people out from under their 
duvets and away from their 
television screens. What 
makes any sort of gathering 
enjoyable is die knowledge 
that there will fa: at least five 
people there that one already 
knows and likes. New people 
just drain your energy and we 
have lost die skill of coping 
with bores." 

So goodbye swapping 
people round between courses, 
passing the port and the ladies 
leaving the room. And good¬ 
bye to never mentioning poli¬ 
tics. religion, money ... or 
sex. 


Cherry brandy to Haagen-Dazs 


THE SIXTIES: This was the era 
when everybody drank much more 
at dinner cocktails to start with for 
the men. a schooner of sweet British 
sherry for the ladies. Everybody was 
pleasantly tight by the lime they 
staggered to the table, where the 
starter was something uncomplicat¬ 
ed and alcoholic like Charentais 
Melon with a splash of port, perhaps 
tomato soup with a splash of cream, 
or turtle soup with a splash of sherry. 

Coq au rin as a main course 
demonstrated an agreeably Franco¬ 
phile tendency, as did boeuf bourgui- 
gnon. both of which dishes benefited 
from hefty amounts of red wine. Beef 
often appeared at dinner parties, 
sometimes served on a bed of Unde 
Ben's rice as beef StroganofE. or in 
the guise of carbonade of beet 

To keep the alcohol levels high, 
rum baba was the perfect pudding, 
otherwise it might nave been straw¬ 
berries Romanoff: pulverised straw¬ 
berries mixed with cream and ice¬ 
cream then served with 
strawberries. In those innocent days, 
deep-fried cream was also a fine 
pudding. 

After which it was an Irish coffee; 


Nick Foulkes on dishes through the decades 


the great social skill of the day was to 
pour cream over the bad; of a 
teaspoon so it sal on top of the lethal 
mixture of coffee and Irish whiskey. 
More adventurous households went 
for Calypso coffee with Tia Maria. 
Then it was a couple of balloons of 
cognac — cherry brandy for the 
ladies. Before you knew it the 
evening had just “flown by" and it 
was time to get behind the wheel of 
the E-type — which you would wrap 
around a lamppost on the way 
home. 

THE SEVENTIES: Avocado and 
prawns, pate (either chicken liver or 
Ardennes), or com on the cob 
swimming in half a pound of New 
Zealand butter were the hors 
d’oeuvres of choice. 

It is amazing to think how deeply 
the now neglected dish of com on the 
cob inveigled itself into the national 
culture; at one time those little 
wooden handled prongs, which were 
jammed into either end of the cob. 
and colourcoded into pairs, were a 


staple on every wedding list. Similar¬ 
ly important on the "with it" wedding 
list of the day was the fondue set 
used for either cheese or meat 

If the chatelaine had spent all day 
lying down zonked out with Valium, 
these were suppers that required a 
minimum of preparation. 

Culinary adventurers might have 
experimented with chicken cooked in 
one of those obscure clay receptacles 
purchased from Habitat and they 
liked to display their awareness of 
gastronomic trends with a pudding 
of cheesecake, after which it was time 
to flop down on the beanbags with a 
calvados and talk about David 
Hockney. 

THE EIGHTIES: The Thatcher 
decade might have started in a blaze 
of chilli con came, garlic bread and 
Bulgarian cabernet sauvignon. but 
we got sophisticated pretty quickly. 

Soon it was a trio of mousses 
(avocado, salmon and smoked mack¬ 
erel). followed by some exotic delica¬ 
cy, perhaps satay sticks with peanut 


sauce quickly whipped up from a pot 
of honey and a jar of Sun Pat or. if 
one worked in the City and lived in 
Docklands, it was a beautifully 
arranged plate of sushi which had 
been delivered minutes before one’s 
Hugo Boss and Armani-clad guests 
arrived and were served a glass of 
Australian Chardonnay. 

Puddings were chocolate roulade 
or creme bru!6e, with small glasses of 
that pernicious pudding wine, Mus¬ 
cat de Beaumes de Venise, after 
which it was time to try out the 
espresso machine. 

THE NINETIES: Dishes are decep¬ 
tively simple, couscous, salads, pasta, 
risottos, roasted garlic and grilled 
vegetables. It is as well to announce 
that you grow all the herbs yourself. 

The socially correct prandial gift is 
either a small box of exquisite 
handmade Belgian chocolates or a 
white truffle you just came across on 
a business trip in northern Italy. For 
pudding, tubs of Haagen-Dazs or 
Ben and Jerry’s ice-cream are served 
using fancy family silver as scoops, 
after which refuse brandy and ask for 
a mint tea. 
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Matthew Parris 



■ I could a tail unfold whose 
slightest twitch would reveal the 
very essence of the man 

T he stair-treadS in my " stubbly tails, with dandruff. 
London flat are met-" • ■ And tail-controL I think, 
at and in socks one ' ‘would be a sign of good 
can slip. - Descending'last , breeding- We would mstinc- 
week, I did so. landing hea- ' tiVely-swish our tails from 
vily on my bottom then . side to side to show enthusi- 


boundng neatly down the 
remaining treads' in the 
same posture, like' a' stunt 
actor in a slapstkk comedy. 
As I picked myself up., it 
struck me how lucky it* is - 
that we do have bottoms .'al¬ 
though in comm oo with 
many Englishmen. I have 
never quite outgrown a ■ 
childish tenderer to find the 
wobbly bits of die body 
comic rather than alluring. 

Anyway," no permanent 
damage. Or. so it seemed. 
But the following day a new 
pain in an unfamiliar place 
appeared. ! had bruised my 
coccyx. This is-the’tiny bone 
at the base of the spine 
which Italians, call “the holy 
bone" Apparently the coc¬ 
cyx is all that human beings 
now have left of what was' 
once our tail;' the rudiment: 
just a little bony stub. 

Mine felt sore, 
but by the time of 
writing this the' 
discomfort is al¬ 
most forgotten. I. 
cant, however, 
banish a specula¬ 
tion triggered by 
it What a pity we 
don’t have ails 
anymore! ; 

You may think that as a 
troubled world approaches 
the end of a year, this 
column would have more 
important things to think 
about Whither, for in¬ 
stance. the single currency? 

Whither indeed; but ap- 
of nothing, do you 
ink that if we did have 
tails they would-be furry or 
bald? My guess is that like 
our scalps, tails would usu¬ 
ally be hairless at birth but 


John Major 
would have 
a grey tail, 

. plain but 
.quite strong 


asm or affection (boyfriends 
meeting ' girlfriends off 
trains would knock over by¬ 
standers with wildly wag¬ 
ging tails) but, as with cats, 
mere would also be that irri¬ 
tated flick: in queues at 
banks, for instance, or when 
you cant get a caller off the 

telephone. A degree of natu¬ 
ral expressiveness, through 
the tau. would be tolerated 
—■even encouraged — but 
only when polite. Children 
would be taught when and 
when not to wag. Office 
manuals on inter-personal 
skills would warn, against 
that .giveaway tail-flick. 
Waitresses in Burger King 
would be instructed to ac¬ 
company each "have a nice 
day" with a demure little 
wag. 'Tails would be kept 
totally motionless at all 
times,,or perhaps quavering 
slightly, in the 
presence of royal¬ 
ty. Naughty 
children would 
tie their mothers’ 
tails together 
while they were 
gossiping. 

But again we 
wander from top¬ 
ics of importance. 
How win the arithmetic of 
this week's Commons vote 
on EU fisheries policy work 
■out? The Prime Minister’s 
authority , is at stake. 


I 


ndeed it .is. And Mr 
Major would have a 
grey tan. wouldn't he? 
Plain but quite strong. Tony 
Blair* would be a tiny bit 
thinning in places, but not 
so as you’d notice: he’d have 
fluffed it up a bit with a 
would soot acquire a fluffy " .blow-dryer. • The • Queen 
patina of hair. It -would • Mather* would be simply 


almost .certainly, be,• the 
same colour as the hair-on 
our heads, though I fear the 
phenomenon of brownish 
head-hair with ginger tail 
might "apply. Robin.Cook 
would have a completely 
ginger tail and, sadly. Neil 
Kinnock’s would be bald in 
patches, with freckles.. ■ 
Men’s tails would tend to 
go bald, while women- 
would keep lustrous and 
finely coiffed tails well into 
old age. They would tint 
and dye them, perm, ringlet 
and ribbon them. Baroness 
Thatcher’s would be magni¬ 
ficent. Barbara Cartland. 
would do hers in poodle-like 
pompoms, with pink: bows. 1 
Nancy Reagan's would be 
so styled and set that it 
would graze legs when she 
whisked it ' . 

But we digress from the 
serious issues of our age. 
How long can this ceasefire 
in the Balkans hold?' 

How long indeed. -But 
also, how long do you thirik 
our tails would be? I suspect. 
that though the agony aunts' 
in the. teenage magazines 
would "insist that size isn’t 
everything, and it’s what' 
you do with your tail that 
counts, there would be a 
fashion-premium on long 
ones. It would be classy to 
have a slender tail which 
swept right down to the 
ground. Vulgar'. people 
would have short, thick. 


lovely: silky and white with 
a niched floral-print drape 
for special occasions, and — 
well, just regal. 

The big question, you 
protest is whether the To¬ 
ries can fight their way bade 
in the polls. The other big 
question is whether and 
when tails would be 
covered. Would they ever be 
worn inside die skirt or 
trousers, cofled, or strapped 
up tile back; or would they 
always be out? Fashions 
might have changed over 
the centuries, the Victorians 
having exposed only the tip. 

And what of jewellery, 
taflwise? The diamante tail- 
choicer; the single tail-stud, 
punk fashion; the dassy 
•male tail-pin, silver from 
As preys? What of the 
shaved tail, the Mohican 
. tail, the use of tails to 
hold on when standing in 
buses; yobs tailwrestling 
over the saloon bar table; 
lovers ■ canoodling, tails en¬ 
twined, in the snug ban 
touching tails under the 
table;, amputating tails for 
shoplifting — as practised in 
Saudi Arabia and advocat¬ 
ed by right-wing Tory back¬ 
benchers ... 

We have hardly begun. 
Only- the faintest bruise 
remains around my dam¬ 
aged coccyx, but with me 
■forever is this speculation 
over how much we' lost 
when we lost our tails. 


Tony Blair is one of the young generation who understand modem problems, but does his; party? 


I n 1996 I expect a substantial 
recovery in public support for 
John Major and the Conservative 
Party. At present, the polls show 
Labour in the leadwith around 55 per 
cent, the Tories second with 25 per 
cent, and the Liberal Democrats third 
with 15 per cent These poll figures 
have been confirmed by European 
elections, local government elections 
and by-elections. If public opinion 
were to divide in this way ata general 
election, the Conservatives would win 
100 seats or fewer, losing 70 per cent 
of the seats they hekJ in 1992, or their 
equivalent after redistribution. That 
compares with about 250 sears held 
in 1966,200 in 1945. and 150in 1905. 
the three worst defeats in this century 
for the Tories. 

1 doubt if this-will happen, though 
it might. There is no law which stales 
that an unpopular and divided gov¬ 
ernment must recover just because a 
general election is called. A more 
likely result would be Labour 45 per 
cent, the Tories 35 per cent and the 
liberals. 15. That would require an 
exceptionally big recovery, it would 
mean a 10 per cent swing back to the 
Tories between this Christmas and 
die general election, which will 
presumably be held in the autumn of 
1996 or the spring of 1997. The only 
trouble with such a recovery, from 
the Tory point of view, is that it would 
still produce a result much like that of 
1945, when the Labour lead was only 
3*2 per cent The Tories, if they do 
improve their current support by 
two-fifths — not an easy task — will 
still win only about 200 seats; Labour 
will have an overall majority of 150. 
Of course, the Tory recovery could be 
even bigger, but 50 Tory MPs have 
already announced that they will not 
be standing, and there is an orderly 
queue for retirement still to come. 

Even a government on its last legs 
retains the influence of office, taking 
the day-to-day decisions, formulating 
policy and making the headlines. Its 
supporters tend to be appointed to the 


Gallant little engine, 
but too much freight 


key quango posts. It commands the 
organisation of politics. I remember 
in 1974being thrown out of the totally 
non-political post of a governor of 
Heythrop College, London Univer¬ 
sity, by an incoming Labour adminis¬ 
tration; ministers could not bear even 
that scrap of patronage to be retained 
by someone they felt to be unsyropa- - 
the tic. If Labour does get in wife a 
large majority, the Establishment 
will change guard. Until Labour gets 
in, the Conservative culture will 
linger on. even though most people 
regard it as doomed. 

It has been harder than usual to get 
the feel of what a Labour government 
might be like, because one cannot 
know how well Tony Blair will be 
able to mould a Labour government 
in his own image. He manages to win 
most of the conflicts in opposition, 
but old Labour remains very strong 
in the party as a whole. It dominates 
the trade unions, still has great 
strength in Parliament, and, so far as 
one can tell, among candidates likely 
to be elected. Of the senior members 
of the Shadow Cabinet, John Prescott 
is old Labour. Gordon Brown's 
rather foggy speeches on economic 
policy have old Labour elements, and 
Robin Cook is well to the left of Tony 
Blair, at least on the economic issues. 
The true Blairites, such as the able 
Peter Mandelson. owe their political 
position to Blair himself. 

A further difficulty in assessing 
Labour is that Tony Blair has not 
been put under much pressure by die 
Tories. Like any sensible politician. 


he does not give unnecessary commit¬ 
ments; if he is allowed to stay with 
generalities he will do so. The Tories ■ 
have been on the defensive for so long 
and has been debating Europe inter¬ 
nally to such a degree that it has left 
Tony .Blair free to avoid making 
precise statements of policy which 
might later embarrass him. 

He is however vezy conscious of the 
ressure from the Left, and particu¬ 
larly from newspapers such as The 
Guardian. Yesterday in The Obser- 
ver, he defended himself against what 


E 


Rees-Mogg 


he called “the thesis you will find reg¬ 
ularly peddled in the pages of the left- 
leanmg newspapers". He detected 
this thesis in the BBC television series 
The Wilderness Years. "It assumes 
that ‘idealism’ is essentially the 
ground the Bermite Left occupied,” he 
said. This was deoorally unpopu¬ 
lar, so it all had to be vacated, and the 
party taken to the right It may be 
necKsary, this thesis wearily con¬ 
cludes, bur it is a shame ail the same." 

Such an attitude certainly exists. 
Many labour supporters would say 
that their heart tells them "old 
labour”, even if their head tells them 
“new Labour”. Nor does the sympa¬ 


thy of commentators like myself, who 
admire Blair but distrust tile sincerity 
of his party* conversion, help him in 
any way. It merely gives further 
ground for the sneers that he will 
make a good Conservative prime 
minister, sneers which are only too 
caramon already. 

In his Observer article, Tony Blair 
analyses the challenges of the world 
as he sees them. Once again, cross- 
examination, in this case from a left- 
wing point of view, eiitits the dearest 
statement of a person's real views. 
Those values — solidarity, social 
justice, equality, community—are as 
good today as they ever were. What 
we have to confront however, is how 
to implement them in the modern 
world, in a global economy, in an age 
when demands on the welfare state 
have changed and grown, when old 
industries have gone and more will 
work at home, in small businesses or 
be self-employed. When there is a 
technological revolution, a break¬ 
down in soda! or moral norms 
leading to massive insecurity and 
fear, and when people are fed up with 
politics and centralised government 
the issue is not whether to be radical, 
but what being radical means for a 
new generation.'’ 

Tony Blair’s value system belongs 
to the Left When he emphasises “soli¬ 
darity, soda! justice and equality" an 
equally radical right-wing theorist 
would probably emphasise “life, lib¬ 
erty and the pursuit of happiness” or 
some such formulation. But his ana¬ 
lysis of world reality is shared by 


them. Globalist economicjioticy. ex¬ 
pectation of change in the welfare 
sate, recognition of changes in-work 
patterns, adaptation to the ttchnctofr 
ical revolution, concern at the break¬ 
down of social order and the fea r it 
causes determination todecentrahse 
government are 

m the writings and speeches of the 
modem radical Right in Bntam and 
the United States. _ • ■ . v 

Tony. Blah* policies will Mow- 
from his values, and will be different- 
from those which would “"JLllr 1 " 

value systems. Yet the diaSenge.Ke. 
identifies are the same as those 
recognised by radical 
politicians such as John 
and Newt Gingrich. . . 

This is partly an issue between 
the generations, though many of the 
younger members of both principal 
parties have faded to see how the 
world is changing. The younger 
politicians do have the better chance: 
Newt Gingrich sees what is happen¬ 
ing, Bob Dole does not John Red¬ 
wood sees it, Kenneth Clarke, does 
not Tony Blair sees it John Prescott 
does not None of the grand old men 
of Europe understands what is hap¬ 
pening at all, though I once found 
real, signs erf understanding in a 
conversation with Silvio Berlusconi. 

Tony Blair* problem is much the 
same as that of “The littie Engine 
that Could". His brave little locomo¬ 
tive has to pull the heavy freight-train 
of Labour* past over the mountain. 
“Puff, puff, chug, chug, went the 
Littie Blue Engine. T think I can — I 
think I can — I think I can’." That 
story ends happily with ah the good 
little boys and girls getting their toys, 
and the Littie Blue Engine steaming 
down the other side erf the mountain, 
saying “I thought 1 could".l too think . 
Tony Blair can win die election, but 
that is die point at which the moun¬ 
tain becomes modi steeper. The 
larger his majority, the more difficult 
the mountain will prove to be. 


c: 


Can the sceptics 



The Referendum 
Party could 
damage Major, 
argues 

Peter Riddell 


W henever Europe is men¬ 
tioned, the Tory party is 
inexorably drawn to 
public infighting. It does 
not matter how carefully John Major 
manoeuvres to balance the rival ac¬ 
tions, or how many “keep calm" state¬ 
ments are issued by David Howell 
and other former ministerial stal¬ 
warts. The underlying tensions can¬ 
not be long suppressed. Tomorrow’s 
likely revolt over fisheries policy is 
merely a symptom of this malaise. 

These arguments are largely un¬ 
necessary. Mr Major’s European pol¬ 
icy may be an exercise in political 
survival on the Wilson model (Har¬ 
old rather than Woodrow); it may beg 
many long-term questions (over the 
inter-governmental conference, and 
by underestimating the likelihood of 
Germany and France moving ahead 
with a single currency); but in its un¬ 
heroic, pragmatic way it avoids com¬ 
mitments which do not yet have to be 
made. There is no nod to take a deci¬ 
sion on a single currency for more 
than two years yet, and by then its 
viability will be much clearer. Even 
then British participation is highly 
improbable. That approach has kept 
the Cabinet truce since the spring. 

Any shift away is blocked by 
Kenneth Clarke and Michael 
Heseltine. The Chancellor could not 
support a manifesto pledge to rule 
out joining a single currency in the 
lifetime of the next Parliament He 
believes this would not only send the 
wrong signal to the rest of Europe, 
but would effectively rule out British 
participation for ever. If in not the 
next five-year Parliament then 
when? So Mr Clarke’s move at the 
Madrid summit to preempt further 
discussion by reiterating the Cabinet 



line has infuriated vocal sceptics such 
as John Redwood and Bill Cash. They 
have denounced the Chancellor for 
being “out on a limb". But the 
Government’s credibility would be 
fatally undermined if he, and proba¬ 
bly other ministers, were forced out of 
office. That could turn a likely 
electoral defeat into a rout. 

Mr Major will attempt to reassure 
the sceptics with the promise of a 
referendum. As he implied in Ma¬ 
drid. any recommendation in favour 
of a single currency by a Cabinet 
headed by him would be followed by 
a referendum. This has so far been 
opposed not just by Mr Clarke and 
Mr Heseltine but also by sceptics 
such as Michael POrtillo, because it 
might worsen party divisions. 

The 1975 referendum provided only 
a very short-term release for Labours 


tensions over Europe. Mr Major 
seemed, however, to hint that he 
would not grant a temporary suspen¬ 
sion of Cabinet collective responsi¬ 
bility. as Harold Wilson did in 1975. 
Ministers would have to back the 
decision or quit. The promise of a 
referendum would probably be ac¬ 
cepted by the Cabinet, including the 
pro-Europeans, as the least bad 
option. So strong are feelings that a 
referendum would be the only way of 
securing popular consent, and legiti¬ 
macy, for so momentous a derision. 
That is almost certain also to be 
Labour’s view, as Robin Cook sug¬ 
gested yesterday. 

That may not be enough to satisfy 
hard-core sceptics and Sir James 


Goldsmith. For then, the issue is Bri¬ 
tain's relationship with the European 
Union as it exists already. It is hard to 
take Sir James's democratic creden¬ 
tials seriously. He is an authoritarian 
populist like Ross Perot, claiming 
unique insights into the views of the 
people, yet impatient with the re¬ 
straints of representative politics. In a 
recent BBC interview, Sir James 
complained about the next election 
being phoney, and said he did “not 
give a damn about politicians, who 
are a fifth-rate bunch". His proposal 
for a party which would seek power 
solely to hold a referendum oo 
Europe before dissolving itself is not 
only alien to our parliamentary 
system, but is daft. The only result 
would be to damage the Tories, 
setting back the sceptics' cause. 

Nonetheless. Sir James cannot be 


treated as just another cranky busi- 
. nessman with more money than 
sense. His ability to tap popular re¬ 
sentment against Brussels was 
shown in the 1994. European elec¬ 
tions. And he has money in millions. 

It is impossible to estimate how well 
such a well-financed single-issue 
party would do. The 24 candidates of 
Alan Sked’s UK Independence Party 
won an average of 3.3 per cent of the 
vote in last year's Euro-elections, and f-, 
19 other anti-Maastricht candidates * 
gained an average 4 per cent. But this 
was an election spedfically about 
Europe, held in mid-term, when 
voters often back protest candidates. 

A general election is about 
who runs die country, and 
fringe parties usually get 
squeezed. According to a 
recent MORI polL Europe comes 
eighth on the list of issues which wQJ 
• be most important in deriding peo¬ 
ple’s votes. Professor Ivor Crewe, a ■ 
leading psephologist, has. said the 
Referendum Party would be lucky to 
get 1 per cent of the total vote. But the 
publicity that Sir James might at¬ 
tract, and die fierce hostility to 
Brussels of some groups such as 
fishermen, could boost its support It 
is by no means dear that all of this 
would come from previously . Tory 
voters: in the 1994 Euro-elections, 
support for the anti-Maastricht can¬ 
didates came from across the board. 

Nevertheless, even by taking only 
sKghtiy more support from former 
Tories than from elsewhere, the party 
could damage Mr Majors prospects. 

The Tories currently hold ten seats 
with a majority of less than 1 per cent 
and 18 with a margin of less than 2 
per cent after adjustment for the new 
boundaries. It is highly unlikely that 
Sir James's party could of itself deride 
the election, but it could be a nuisance 
in afewmarginal seats. 

The promise of a referendum on a 
single currency is the last card which 
Mr Major has left to play without 
risking an open Cabinet split It is 
now up to the sceptics whether they 
put their desire for an outright V" 
commitment against British partici¬ 
pation ahead of the Tories' slim 
chances of presenting a common Eur¬ 
opean line ahead of the election. 


Home from home 


THE CHELSEA. residents of 
Cadogan Gardens,'that leafy'and 
peaceful - enclave, are bracing , 
themselves for a battle between' 
rival hotels next yehr. The fashion¬ 
able square looks-set to become a/ 
centre of building activity over the 

□ext few months. In November. 
Cliveden pic. took over the 25- 
bedroom Draycott Hotel, which is 
to become the Cliveden .Townhouse 
next spring; and last week Frier de 
Savary took, over.- the Fenja, a 
smaller hotel with 12 rooms just a 
few doors away. 

Cliveden pic has .a,head start 
The trusty'buffer, Michael Holi¬ 
day. who has worked at the 
comp a ny’s country house'for ten " 
years, has already been installed as 
general manager in' Londpn, and 
El million is being spent on the 
refurbishment The rooms are to 
have theatrical names such as “The 
Olivier Room", and guests' will be 
able to enjoy the use of some "very; 
special bathrobes* 'which Holiday 
is too cautious to describe" at this 
early stage.' 

Plans for die Fenja are less ad¬ 
vanced, but de Savary— smitten, 
he says, by the hotel's “Edwardian 1 
charm" — actually bought it from 


John Levyis and John Tham, who 
own Cliveden. He too wants to 
create a pied-d-terre in London 
in the style of his headquarters. 
Skibci Castle near Inverness, and 
will spend hundreds of thousands 
of pounds on the Fenja over the 
next year.' 


•An optimistic publisher called 
Greenwood Press is currently ad- 



"Haveyou any plans for 
the new year?" 


vertising "An American Biographi¬ 
cal Guide to 100 British Television 
Personalities", which is deariy 
a must for transatlantic visitors 
stumped by British sit-coms. It is 
all-too honestly titled “Some Joe 
You Don't Know" — but acquaint¬ 
ance doesn’t come cheap at £47.95. 


Nessie and 
Peat 

FURTHER evidence has emerged 
of the existence of the Loch Ness 
monster. Nessie has suffered the fi¬ 
nal indignity, and her droppings 
are bring sold by mail order at 
£7JO (p&p inc). Alasdair HiEeary. 
the Highland cartoonist known as 
Loot, is offering them for sale in a 
presentation plastic box, but he 
refuses to say where he finds them. 

One due is that his father-in-law 
Lord Burton lives on the shores of 
Loch Ness at Dochfour, and in the 
past Lord Burton has passionately 
argued the case for Nessie. How¬ 
ever, the monster droppings bear a 
remarkable resemblance to peat 


Boys own 

DESPITE their tendency to dig 
each other in the ribs and to rustle 
sweet-papers under their cassocks 



in the choir stalls, the Westminster 
Cathedral Choir School is actively 
recruiting new choirboys. 

To swell their ranks, the school 
has launched a Christmas advertis¬ 
ing campaign with posters featur¬ 
ing a number of angelic little faces 
in ruffs. Mothers inspired by the 
televising of Joanna Trollope'S The 
Choir earlier this year should ap¬ 
ply to the Master of Music if they 
are “Catholic, aged between seven 
and nine, and enjoy singing" 


Follides 

THE Social Market foundation, 
the think-tank beloved of Conser¬ 
vative ministers, appointed a new 
director last week. Roderick Nye is 
an amiable chap with a remark¬ 
ably direct approach to problems. 
At the Tory party conference this 


year, he found he had forgotten his 
shampoo. He called his wife in 
London with an urgent request for 
her to send It up to Blackpool 
by courier. The hair-balm was 
immediately dispatched by motor¬ 
cycle messenger, and the Nye locks 
kept their glossy sheen throughout 
the week. 

A friend explains: “He didn't 
want to buy some and have to carry 
it around all day. because he wasn’t 
going back to the hotel until late 
at night" 


His nibs 

AS ONE Of the signatories of the 
Bosnian peace agreement, John 
Major was allowed to keep the ele¬ 
gant pen that he used to sign the 
treaty last week. The presentation 
pens came from one of the most 
prestigious manufacturers of writ¬ 
ing instruments in Paris, and cost 
well over £100 each. 

As the first signatory to the No¬ 
lan committee report, the Prime 
Minister will doubtless be record¬ 
ing the item in the Register of 
Members' Interests, 


Toothfully 

A VITAL PROP went missing last 
weekend on the set of a film of 



A Bottom with teeth 


A Midsummer Night's Dream, di¬ 
rected by Adrian Noble. A set of 
ass’s teeth for the character of Bot¬ 
tom went missing when a cleaner 
mistakenly threw them away, and 
the staff and cast at the aptly- 
named Bray Studios looked every¬ 
where for the donkey dentures. 

After fruitless searching, a Wim¬ 
bledon dental technician was hired 
to work all weekend to reproduce. 
the specially-made mandibles 
for the actor Desmond Banin. “It 
wasn’t easy," says Paul Amort the 
Aim’s producer. “The teeth had to 


be jutting out and stained — as if 
the donkey had been smoking a 
hundred a day for years." - 


Half-heart 

THE FORMER Editor of the Sun¬ 
day Express, Eve Pollard, made 
some disparaging comments an 
radio last week about Charles Lew- 
ington’s commitment to the Tbry 
cause. Lewington. die smooth new 
director of communicatiOTS at Con¬ 
servative Central Office, seems to 
have a recurring problem with 
commitment His ex-fiancte, Jes¬ 
sica Davies, was reminded by this- 
of Lewington’s half-heartedness. 
As she wrote in The Mail on Sun¬ 
day. “it was fear of that same c- 
wond that caused him to call off our 
marriage the day after we had cho¬ 
sen our china at Prier Jones." But. 
she still wishes him well. 

• Yesterday, the first dap of . the 
general release of the film Sense 
and Sensibility in the United 
States . Hugh Grant's'first line 
proved to be unwittingly hilarious. 
He stars as Edward Ferrers, and 
his opener “/ have a fiar of strang¬ 
ers." One Broadway cinema-goer 
says. "the entire audience hooted 
with laughter". - 
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RUSSIA VOTES 

After a free election, time for Yeltsin to hand over 


Despite the predictable gains of the r„ m 

E2n elutions!** 1 1*waTan" a3iteve” ^ 

■?? t0 ? k P' a « at all - on scheduler 
an orderly fashion and with ar 
unembarrassmg turnout For all their 
dmnx.mtments with reform, eynidS 

and anger at the hardships 
their country is now suffering. Russians 

democracy. “ P «! 

thf the °? mmunis tS’ who look set from 
r pults m Siberia and the Far Easi 
tobethe largest party in the new Duma, 
recognise that these elections will not change 
the power balance in Russia. The Constitu¬ 
tion gives overwhelming power to the 
President and his Government; the Duma 
ran propose, obstruct and alter legislation 
bunt cannot veto Mr Yeltsin s policies or cut 
off funding for Mr Chernomyrdin’s Govern¬ 
ment As polling began. Mr'Yeltsin invoked 
the Red Scare and the spectre of old- 
fasruoned totalitarian Communism to herd 
voters into his supporters’ lists. But he 
knows, as well as Ctomadi Zyuganov, the 
Communist leader, that today's party is not 
quite the same omnipotent, sclerotic, mono- 
utluc Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
— if only because it has been weakened by 
the dissolution of the Soviet Union itself, ft 
professes no ideological conflict with the 
West, promises to abide by the rules of 
democratic politics. 

Time will tell whether it really follows the 
path of ‘‘reformed" communists elsewhere. 
Communism was imposed on eastern 
Europe by Soviet armies only after 1945. 
while in Russia the system is of greater 
antiquity and indigenous. Old habits may 
die harder there. At the very least the 
Russian communists have ostensibly ac¬ 
cepted the need for market reform, even if 


they warn to slow the pace. The election may 
not alter the course set by Mr 
Chernomyrdin. But it is a significant 
indicator of the political mood. And it brings 
into sharper focus the political battle for the 
presidency next summer. Both Mr 
Chernomyrdin and Mr Yavlinsky would be 
powerful candidates. Mr Zyuganov ought 
by political arithmetic to do well. too. but he 
lacks personal charisma. Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky, the nationalist leader of the 
right-wing Liberal Democratic Party, app¬ 
ears to have discredited himself by his 
sinister, buffoonish behaviour and even 
Aleksandr Lebed, the popular former gen¬ 
eral, may not find the tide of Russian 
nationalism enough to carry him further 
forward. From a Western perspective, our 
interests hinge upon establishing whether or 
not a hard-line consensus is emerging in 
Russian foreign policy — shared by demo¬ 
crats. nationalists and communists alike. 

The man who should draw the main 
lesson of the election is President Yeltsin. He 
should step down soon, but may attempt 
another term. He has brought Russia 
through tumultuous rimes and established a 
reasonably firm foundation for post-Com- 
munist democracy. He has done the State 
some service and they know it. The election, 
only the second open contest for more than 
70 years, was fair, free and a mature 
expression of popular will. The future of 
Russia is no longer bound to the political 
survival of Mr Yeltsin. His own health is still 
uncertain, and he could now hand over, with 
honour, to his protege Mr Chernomyrdin, a 
man who has demonstrated his ability to 
compromise without betraying the prin¬ 
ciples of reform. That experience will be all 
the more important in dealings with the new 
Duma, where the election result will force 
cohabitation d la russe. 


JOHN AND GILL 

Tory education policy remains muddled 



“Don’t mess with Gill," John Major told the 
Tory party conference this year. The Prime 
Minister may live to regret this playful 
warning about Gillian Shephard, the Edu¬ 
cation and Employment Secretary. As the 
A epitome of the solid Centre Right. Mrs 
Shephard ought to be the last of his worries. 
Yet education has again become a source of 
political embarrassment for the Tories at a 
time when party strategists are presenting 
schools policy as a key element in the Prime 
Minister’s bid for re-election. 

Mrs Shephard is reported to be strongly 
opposed to the Prime Minister’s proposal to 
allow church schools to opt out of town hall 
control without a parental ballot Last week, 
her department announced that its plans for 
privatisation of student loans were being 
shelved for a year, at the cost of £100 million. 
Most damagingly, a presentation document 
by the Education and Employment Sec¬ 
retary leaked in September mounted a 
strong attack on the Government’s 
preoccupation with “mechanics” — code for 
opting out — and “change for change’s 
sake". Weeks after the Prime Minister 
claimed in an interview with The Times that 
his agenda for education remained radical, 
Mrs Shephard appeared to be acting as a 
spokesman for the teachers’ unions. 

In the present row over opting out, Mrs 
Shephard is right, but for the wrong 
reasons. There are indeed good grounds to 
preserve the current system where a vote 
must be held before schools become self- 
governing. The parental ballot has been at 
tiie heart of the Government’s drive to 
encourage all schools into the grant- 
maintained sector. Opted-out schools are 
different precisely because they have chosen 
to leave council control. To compel them to 


do so would be to change fundamentally the 
nature of the opting out policy. 

But Mrs Shephard is reported to oppose 
the proposed change for quite different 
reasons: because it would upset the churches 
and interested parents whose objections 
might be damaging in the nin-up to an 
election. The original drive to make all 
schools grant-maintained was inspired by 
conviction rather than pragmatism. It 
reflected the belief that the Government had 
a moral responsibility to persuade all 
schools to leave town hall control. The option 
to force schools to become self-governing 
was always open to ministers in the 1980s. 
But they reasoned — rightly — that the 
cultural revolution in education which they 
sought would come about only if parents 
and teachers felt they had a stake in it The 
revolution could not be imposed from above. 
A sustained and aggressive campaign of 
persuasion was required to usher schools 
into the promised land. 

Mr Major seems now to be edging 
towards a foolish volte-face and a manifesto 
commitment to withdraw all schools from 
council control compulsorily. Mrs Shep¬ 
hard, in contrast, counsels caution. What is 
lacking is any evidence of the Government 
putting a coherent case to the public—either 
way. If die Government believes that those 
schools which were destined to opt out have 
already done so, so be it If it believes that the 
battle is only half-fought, it should continue 
to fight, and to persuade schools that their 
profitable future lies in the grant-main¬ 
tained sector. Mrs Shephard advises the 
politics of caution. Downing Street edges 
towards the politics of compulsion. But — in 
education policy, as elsewhere — it is the 
politics of conviction that is needed. 



CHARLOTTE’S IN A NAME 

A Thomas by any other name would sound as sweet 



lotte has vaulted ten places to fop the 
le of most popular first names for girls 
le births are announced in The Times. 
tame has overtaken last year’s winner, 
ie, and is certain to come top of the 
sands of names of the year. Thomas 
sts as the favourite name for boys, 
e fashion in first names is tidal and 
erious. The Births columns of 77ie 
s parade an elite socio-economic cohort 
ecord different names from those of the 
try at large. And if homophonic 
ngs were counted as one _ name, 
aine and her variants would rise into 
ipten. and Isabella (10th) with her less 
Lsh variants would beat Charlotte to 
top. Because of the phenomenon 
ogists call “aspiratianal naming", 
s that score well in The Times list 

ne popular nationally a few years later, 
jreisno simple explanation of why the 
naie feminine form of Charles should 
• name of 1995. It first became popular 
tain at the marriage of George n[with 

otteofMeekienburg-Srrelitzin I7oL its 

arity was increased among romantics 
ng the name of the heroine of Goethe s 
ws of Werther and then of *e short- 
daughter of George IV. Royal families 
o influence the fashion for names such 
Uliam and George. But m a less 
■ntial age, Elizabeth. Philip. Charles 
liana have had no dis^mibleetoon 
iming of babies, whether descnbed in. 
tnnouncement as beautiful or not 
mas has been a popular na^fo 
n since the Norman Conquest It 


became the commonest man’s name because 
of the fame of Thomas A Becker, the pilgrim 
attraction of Canterbury. Hence the medi¬ 
eval phrase, every Tom , Dick and Harry. 

Deductions are a lucky dip in so personal 
a matter as the naming of children. But we 
may observe that once-famous names have 
grown old-fashioned. For example, Herbert 
and Reginald, May and alas, Mary. Others 
wear their dates on their (record) sleeves, 
such as Kylie and Elvis, Grace and 
Samantha, actress and role from High 
Society. Literature pulls its weight with Alice 
and Wendy, Justine and Rhett But it is a 
puzzle how badly Shakespeare scores with 
Hamlet and Romeo, Portia and Cordelia. 
Some names such as Lucifer, Adolf and 
Judas are taboo. Others such as Winston 
have shifted regionally and nationally. 

Roman Catholic countries, with their 
approved lists of names, generally of saints, 
that must be used if a child is to be legally 
recognised, offer less scope for onomastic 
deduction. Countries where anything goes 
for a name produce such infelicities as the 
American sumamed Lear who has named 
his daughters Shanda and Gonda, and his 
son Banda. He should not be surprised 
when they rebel as unkindly as Gonerti and 
Regan, two other Shakespearean names that - 
did not catch on. But our other annual Times 
name-day shows that you may propose your 
daughter’s name to the world as Charlotte 
and your son’s as Thomas. But by the time 
they dispose themselves to the world on St 
Valentines Day they are likely to be known 
as Piggytoes and Squidgy. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

1 Pennington Street London El 9Y\ Telephone 0171-782 5000 


Common sense in damages for libel and injury claims 


From Mr Gerald Isaaman 

Sir. The sane decision by foe Coun of 
Appeal to introduce realistic changes 
To the assessment of damages in libel 
cases is perhaps more significant than 
it appears (report. December 13; Law 
Report. Derember 14). Indeed, given 
the current controversy over the roles 
of government and judiciary, it is wel¬ 
come to nole thar after the ignored 
pleas over many years for reform of 
the law of defamation, it has been 
brought about, at a stroke, by three 
wise men. 

This must result, inevitably, in an 
opportunity for the Press Complaints 
Commission (who will not hear com¬ 
plaints where legal action is threaten¬ 
ed) to play a more effective role in con¬ 
demning outrageous reporting in die 
press, and ensuring that accuracy. let 
alone truth, becomes the touchstone of 
responsibility in the media. 

Now that swingeing damages have 
been wiped off the agenda, the horren¬ 
dous cost of mounting a claim for libel 
will make them lesslikely. the Press 
Complaints Commission becoming 
the body to which the more serious 
complaints will flow. 

The Appeal Court decision also 
throws open foe question of what wilt 
happen to libel actions now in the 
pipeline or being heard, viz the action 
by politicians against newspapers, in 
particular Peter Bortomley against foe 
Sunday Express and Jonathan Airken 
against The Guardian. 

This is not to ignore the fact that the 
setting up of a small-claims coun 
could cope with the vast majority of li¬ 
bel actions, and nor to ignore the ne¬ 
cessity of newspapers continuing to 
play their vital part in exposing injus¬ 
tice. corruption and hypocrisy by rely¬ 
ing totally on true facts, not fantasy 
and tittle-tattle. 

Yours sincerely. 

GERALD ISAAMAN. 

The Garrick Club. 

15 Garrick Street WC2- 
December 13. 


From Mr John Rubinstein 

Sir. Many will welcome foe robust ap¬ 
proach of foe Court of Appeal which 
reduced the ridiculously high dam¬ 
ages awarded to Elton John by the 
jury’ which had to consider a false alle¬ 
gation of an eating disorder. 

Whilst this should lead to more sen¬ 
sible general damages awards in libel 
cases, will the tipping of the balance 
back in favour of libellers be reflected 
by a corresponding willingness, cer¬ 
tainly in the media, to resolve legiti¬ 
mate complaints promptly and res¬ 
ponsibly? 

Aggravated and exemplary dam¬ 
ages can still be awarded in defama¬ 
tion cases. Thus, if libellers do noi try' 
reasonably to make amends and to 
compensate fairly foe wronged party, 
juries will still be able to make such 
awards to reflect iheir concern ar the 
treatment to which foe complaining 
party has been subjected. 

It is to be hoped foal this lon&over- 
due guidance from the Coun of Ap¬ 
peal and foe power of juries in con¬ 
demn unrepentant behaviour by libel¬ 
lers will between them reduce the 
need for painful and expensive show 
trials. The real losers, however, may 
be the media, starved of column inch¬ 
es of journalism fuelled by reportage 
of these libel circuses. 

Yours sincerely. 

JOHN RUBINSTEIN. 

Manchcs & Co (solicitors). 

Aldwych House. SI Aldwych. VVC3- 

From the General Secretary 
of the TUC 

Sir. The Coun of Appeal's ruling that 
libel damages should be assessed on 
the same basis as personal injury 
awards could prove a welcome step to¬ 
wards common sense and justice for 
injury’ victims. 

Trade unions take legal action for 
over 125.000 people every year who 
have suffered injury or ill-health at 
work because of management negli¬ 
gence. Those victims are often appall¬ 
ed that the legal system treats foe 


bruised ego of a celebrity more gener¬ 
ously than the broken leg of a union 
member. 

Interestingly, some libel lawyers 
claim that a” £50.000 damages award 
is unlikely to prove an effective disin¬ 
centive to a newspaper minded to 
prim slurs and innuendoes. Working 
people are therefore entitled to ask 
how effective is an award of just 
£20,000 for foe loss of an eye in deterr¬ 
ing management negligence. 

The truth is that damages awards 
for people who suffer injury or illness 
at the hands of their employer are far 
too low. as Law Commission research 
demonstrates. 

Now that the Coun of Appeal has 
introduced a sense of proportion into 
libel damages, we- need to review' 
damages for personal injury. 

Yours faithfully. 

JOHN MONKS. 

General Secretary. 

Trades Union Congress, 

Congress House. 

Great Russeli Street. WCI. 

From Mr Thomas Osborne 

Sir. .As a personal-injury' lawyer 1 take 
great exception to foie comment by the 
Master of foe Rolls w'hen reducing the 
jury award to Elton John that it was 
“offensive to public opinion" that libel 
winners were awarded more than a 
“helpless cripple". 

In my experience foe public are 
often outraged that the helpless crip¬ 
ple does not receive an award similar 
to that originally given to Elton John. 

Many lawyers specialising in per¬ 
sonal-injury claims would like to see 
foe return or juries for awards for 
those w-ho suffer catastrophic injury. 
That might introduce a level of com¬ 
mon sense. 

Yours sincerely, 

THOMAS R- OSBORNE. 

Osborne Morris & Morgan 
(solicitors). 

Danbury House. West Street, 
Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire. 
December 15. 


Maths standards 

From Mr Andrew Dutton 

Sir. I am advised by my daughter's in¬ 
dependent junior school that complex 
long division has been dropped by the 
national curriculum and despite her 
being a bright and able pupil she will 
not be taught it The school says that 
at secondary school children are al¬ 
lowed calculators so a knowledge of 
more than foe most basic long divi¬ 
sion is unnecessary. 

When 1 was at secondary school we 
used log tables and slide rules but we 
were still taught long division, which I 
consider a fundamental foundation 
block of mathematics education. Cal¬ 
culators can also perform addition, 
subtraction and multiplication so why 
not drop teaching those as well? 

The fact that universities are having 
to send students entering engineering 
courses on special booster courses to 
bring their maths up to speed would 
suggest that A-level mathematics 
standards must have dropped. 

It seems as if foe national curricu¬ 
lum is penalising our more capable 
pupils instead of treating them as a 
valuable resource, which this country 
will need if it is to compete in this in¬ 
creasingly technological world. If the 
independent schools feel obliged to 
follow the national curriculum they 
should choose carefully and retain 
those elements which will permit our 
more able children to progress to foe 
highest standards. 

Yours faithfully. 

A. H- DUTTON, 

Oak bank. Bagshot Road, 

Brookwood, Surrey. 

December 15. 


Pulling power 

From Mr Andrew Varley 

Sir. If Tony Benn (Diary. December 6) 
believes that the steam-driven sewage 
ejection system in foe Commons lava¬ 
tories “certainly dealt with Disraeli”, 
then surely foe date you give for its in¬ 
stallation. 1887, must be wrong. 
Otherwise the great Conservative 
must have been possessed of a posthu¬ 
mous power other politicians might 
envy. 

1 am. Sir, your obedient servant. 
ANDREW VARLEY. 

72 Southgate Street. 

Bury Sl Edmunds. Suffolk. 


Bar complaints 

From Mr Neil Addison 

Sir, Mr Ronald Thwaites. QC. implies 
that employed barristers should not 
be allowed to vote in the ballot on foe 
Bar’s new complaints system (letter. 
December II). This ignores foe fact 
that the Bar is by law one profession 
governed by one Bar Council. 

Employed barristers have to accept 
restrictions on their rights of audi¬ 
ence. which are imposed on them by 
private-practice barristers. Similarly 
barristers who want direct access to 
clients have to accept restrictions im¬ 
posed by other barristers who are still 
stuck in a 19th-century rime warp. 

The logic of Mr Thwaites's position 
would mean that any group of barris¬ 
ters would have foe right to decide an 
foe rules they wanted applied to them¬ 
selves, ignoring the views of the rest of 
foe Bar. Is that really what he wants? 

Sincerely. 

NEIL ADDISON 
(Member. 

General Council of foe Bar). 

5 Garsdale Road. 

Whitley Bay. Tyne and Wear. 
December 13. 

From Mr Andrew Twigger 

Sir. 1 am concerned that Mr Thwaites 
appears to have appointed himself a 
spokesperson for “many barristers of 


Violence on TV 

From Mrs Mary White house 
Sir. How many more people will have 
to pay with their lives and happiness 
before foe broadcasting authorities 
move effectively against foe crude vio¬ 
lence which characterises so many of 
the films on our TV screens? 

Research carried out last year by 
the National Viewers' and Listeners’ 
Association into foe content of III 
films transmitted on all terrestrial 
channels revealed that they contained 
492 violent assaults and 81 incidents 
involving the criminal use of knives of 
various kinds — and all this in foe 
name of entertainment 

The sad truth is that the broadcast¬ 
ing authorities still fail to deal effec¬ 
tively with those in their employ who 
transmit material which makes non¬ 
sense of the obligations under which 
they are supposed to operate and 
which, by a process of desensitisation. 


all kinds and at all levels of seniority”. 
Speaking only for myself. I trust that 
the public will nor think that his views 
represent the attitude of all members 
of the Bar (employed or otherwise). 

I see nothing inconsistent in believ¬ 
ing both that barristers should not be 
immune from criticism in respect of 
foe work they do in court, and that the 
proposed Bar complaints system is 
still a step forward. Nor is there any 
reason to suppose that a suitably ex¬ 
perienced “layman" cannot make per¬ 
fectly fair and proper determinations 
of complaints, nor anything wrong in 
allowing some redress to clients 
whose cases have been prejudiced by 
their barrister’s “bad manners", what¬ 
ever that phrase may mean. The need 
for vigorous cross-examination is no 
excuse for rudeness. 

Unless we take steps to reassure the 
public that foe Bar is not an excuse to 
charge large sums of money, irrespec¬ 
tive of foe quality of foe service we 
provide, we shall find a future govern¬ 
ment (of whatever political persua¬ 
sion) abolishing foe independent Bar 
altogether. 1 assure Mr Thwaites that 
I shall be voting in the ballot to which 
he refers. 1 suspect my vote will not be 
exercised in foe way he may wish. 

Yours faithfully. 

ANDREW TWIGGER. 

3 Stone Buildings, 

Lincoln's Inn. WC2. 

December 11. 


hardens all our hearts. 

Surely Parliament must now enact 
measures to deal with this social evil. 

Yours faithfully. 

MARY YVHJTEHOUSE 
(Founder and President Emeritus), 
National Viewers* and 
Listeners’ Association, 

All Saints House. 

High Street. Colchester. 


Sport on TV 

From Mr Ralph Glazer 

Sir. When TTV takes over the broad¬ 
casting of Formula One (report, Dec¬ 
ember 14; letter. December 15), will the 
races be stopped for commercial 
breaks? 

Yours sincerely. 

RALPH GLAZER, 

56 Shaftesbury Crescent, 
laleham-on-Thames. Middlesex. 


A great mountaineer 

From the President of the Alpine Club 

Sir. It was characteristic of Sir 
Charles Evans (obituary. December 9) 
that, after playing a vital part in foe 
first ascent of Everest in 1953 he chose 
to continue with his planned explora¬ 
tion and survey of an area to the west 
rather than to return to civilisation, to 
be applauded and feted with the rest 
of the parly. 

After visiting the Himalaya again, 
with a New Zealand expedition, he 
was the natural choice to lead a recon¬ 
naissance of Kangchenjunga in 1955. 
His leadership was unassuming; but 
masterly. He carried a load io the top 
camp himself, helping to pave the way 
for the first ascent next day. 

The team effort involved was em¬ 
phasised by his cable reporting their 
success; with the agreement of those 
involved, it announced only that the 
peak had been climbed by foe expedi¬ 
tion, without the names of the two 
summit parties. His simply written 


account of the expedition is a minor 
classic. 

Yours faithfully. 

MICHAEL WESTMACOTT. 
President, 

Alpine Club. 

55/56 Charlotte Road, EC2. 

December 11. 

From Mrs Sylvia Disley 

Sir, I must challenge the statement in 
your obituary that “there was no in¬ 
tention" that Charles Evans and Tom 
Bourdillon should attempt the final 
assault on Everest in 1953. 

Lord Hunt, in his book The Ascent 
of Everest, makes it clear that the two 
men started out in foe hope of reach¬ 
ing the main summit and. but for 
trouble with their oxygen equipment, 
could have made it to foe top. Indeed. 


Letters to the Editor should carry a 
daytime telephone number. They 
mavbe sent to a fax number— 
0171-782 5046. 


at one srage foe expedition members 
at the final camp truly thought that 
they had done it — an “electrifying 
moment", according to Hunt. 

Had it not been for the complica¬ 
tions with foeir oxygen equipment, it 
is fairly certain that foe two names 
which would have gone into history 
would have been Charles Evans and 
Tom Bourdillon. 

Yours faithfully. 

SYLVIA D1SLEY. 

Hampton House, 

Upper Sunbury Road. 

Hampton. Middlesex. 

From Mr Peter Dodd 

Sir. Your obituary records that Sir 
Charles Evans was “bom a Welsh- 
speaker". Was this linguistic pheno¬ 
menon recorded in your journal at foe 
time of his birth? 

Yours faithfully, 

PETER DODD. 

Top Farm. Horton, Bristol, Avon. 
December 11. 


Cheers and tears 
of drinking limits 

From Mr Graham Buxton 

Sir. Your leading article today [also 
letters. December 141 assumes that 
people drink according to whether 
they are passengers or drivers. Last 
year 67S.500 drivers were breath-iesi- 
ed by foe police and 14 per cent (over 
93.000) were found to be over foe legal 
limit or refused a test. Thus perhaps 
14 out of every 100 drivers on our 
roads at any one time could be over 
foe legal alcohol limit and this surely 
justifies foe BMA and Harrier Har¬ 
man linking drinking and driving to 
the potential dangers of higher recom¬ 
mended drinking levels. 

For the Department of Health to re¬ 
lease these new levels immediately 
after the Government’s Christmas 
campaign against drink-driving is not 
only counter-productive bur insensi¬ 
tive ro those innocent families who 
have already lost loved ones killed by 
drunken drivers. 

Yours faithfully, 

GRAHAM BliXTON 
l Honorary Secretary. 

Campaign Against Drinking 
and Driving). 

83 Jesmond Road, 

Newcastle upon Tyne. 

December 13. 

From the Secretary of ihe 
British Medical Association 

Sir. You accuse us in your leading ar¬ 
ticle of insulting foe public by linking 
the new safe drinking levels with 
drink-driving, yet it was foe Govern¬ 
ment who announced a relaxation of 
drinking levels only one week after the 
launch of foe Christmas drink-drive 
campaign, and whose Transport Min¬ 
ister. Steven Norris, appeared at foe 
safe-drinking press launch. 

We did not and would nor want foe 
two issues confused, and it is precisely 
because foe connection is so strong 
that we considered foe timing abys¬ 
mal. If you add foe confusion which 
will no doubt be caused in foe public's 
mind due to foe complex array of mes¬ 
sages put out yesterday, then the only 
Christmas present Mr Dorrell has 
given us will be a belated macabre gift 
when, in a few years' time, the statis¬ 
tics of alcohol-related illnesses and ac¬ 
cidents are released. 

Yours faithfully, 

E. M. ARMSTRONG, 

Secretary, 

British Medical Association. 

BMA House. Tavistock Square, WCI. 
December 14. 

From Major John FitzGerald 

Sir. Your leader tells us “not only is al¬ 
cohol good for us but... levels have 
been set far too low”. 

Nearly five years ago Professor Oli¬ 
ver James. Professor of Geriatrics at 
foe University of Newcastle and one of 
foe governors of Research into Age¬ 
ing, used almost the same words at 
one of that charity’s briefings when 
talking about his research into diet 
and foe elderly. This blast against the 
health fascists happened long before 
many researchers “discovered" that 
first two. and later three, glasses of 
red wine a day were positively essen¬ 
tial to good health. 

Yours in the best of ruddy health. 
JOHN FitzGERALD 
(Joint County Director. Research 
into Ageing (North Yorkshire)). 

68 Heworth Village. York 
December 13. 

From Mrs Mary Shaw 

Sir, Smoking is bad for you — tax the 
poor addict Drinking is good for you 
— tax the poor addict 

Yours faithfully. 

MARY SHAW, 

74 Dumbleton Avenue, 

Rowley Fields. Leicester. 

From Mr A. P. Ridge 

Sir. Mr Dorrell^ recommendations 
on drinking refer exclusively to its ef¬ 
fect on our physical health. They hare 
nothing to say about foe effect that 
four glasses of wine a day might have 
on our efficiency, judgment or moral 
fibre. 

Yours faithfully, 

A P. RIDGE. 

Ennismore. 27 Moorgate, York. 
December 13. 

From Ms Jennifer Fowler 

Sir. According to your leading article 
a recent study of 12.000 British doctors 
found that their deaih rate fell with in¬ 
creased drinking. I would prefer to 
know what happened to the death rate 
of their patients. 

Yours sincerely. 

JENNIFER FOWLER. 

21 Deodar Road. SW15. 

December 13. 


Caring by numbers 

From Mr Simon A. May 

Sir. Perhaps Mr J. A. E. Gorst (letter, 
December 15) could tempt his motor 
insurers to further heart-warming in¬ 
timacy by letting it be known that he is 
not averse to some pally abbreviation. 

One recalls Noel Coward's res¬ 
ponse to T. E. Lawrence (then skulk¬ 
ing behind “338171 Aircraftman 
Shawl: "Dear 338171, or may I call 
you 338?" (Sheridan Morley, A Talent 
to Amuse. Penguin. 1974). 

Yours faithfully, 

SIMON A MAY. 

29 Piper Road, 

Kingston upon Thames. Surrey. 
December 15. 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
December l fc The Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh this afternoon attended a 
Luncheon and opened the West 
Stand of the Rugby Football 
ground a: Twickenham. 

His Royal Highness sub¬ 
sequently watched the Match be¬ 
tween England and Western 
Samoa. 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
December 1& The Princess Mar¬ 
garet. Cburaess of Snowdon this 

evening opened the Norwich Play¬ 


house, Norwich. Norfolk. 

Her Royal Highness was re¬ 
ceived by Her Majesty's Lord 
Lieutenant of Norfolk (Mr Timo¬ 
thy Coiman). 

The Hon Mrs Wills was m 
attendance: 

YORK HOUSE 
ST JAMES’S PALACE 
December Ifr. The Duchess of 
Kent, Patron, this evening at¬ 
tended the Cancer Relief Mac¬ 
millan Fund Carol Concert. Eton 
College, Eton, Berkshire. 


Birthdays today Memorial services 


Field Marshal Lord BramaLL KG. 
72; Miss Frances Crook, director, 
Howard League for Penal Reform, 
43; Mr David Crossland, chair¬ 
man, Amours. 49; Lieuienanr- 
Commander l.E. Fraser. VC. 75 
Mr Christopher Fry. dramatist 88; 
Pamela Lady Harlech, 61; Profes¬ 
sor MJ. Harrison. Vice-Chan¬ 
cellor. Wolverhampton University. 
54; Miss Rosemary Leach, actress. 
60; Sir Geoffrey Loftbouse. MP. 70; 
Lord Merlyn-Rees, 75 Mr J.CS. 
Mott civil engineer. 69-, Mr Albert 
Pacey, director general National 
Criminal Intelligence Service; 57; 
Miss Annette Page, ballerina. 65 
Dr Joyce Reynolds. Roman his¬ 
torian. 77; Mr Keith Richard. 
Rolling Slones guitarist 52: Lord 
Roberts of Wokungham, 85; Miss 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario. tennis 
player, 24; the Earl of Shrewsbury. 
43; Mr Steven Spielberg, film 
maker, 48; Mr Joe Wade,’ trade 
unionist 76; die Right Rev R.K. 
Williamson, Bishop of Southwark, 
65 Mr W_H_ Yales, senior partner. 
Knight Frank and Rutley, 60. 


Today’s royal 
engagements 

Princess Alexandra, as patnxu will 
attend a Celebration of Christmas 
at Guildhall at 630 in aid of the 
Mental Health Foundation. 


Naming day 

The infant son of Mr and Mrs 
Shiraz Cbowdhury was named 
Liam Chand at Hillingdon, 
Middlesex, on Sunday. December 
17.1995. 


Professor Sir Robert Grieve 
A memorial service for Professor 
Sir Robert Grieve. Professor Emer¬ 
itus of Glasgow University, was 
held on Saturday in St Giles' Ca- 
thedxaL Edinburgh- The Way Rev 
Gfileasbuig Macmillan offidaled- 

Professor David Daiches and 
Mr Tom Weir gave readings. Sir 
William Kerr Fraser gave an 
address. 

Professor; Eric EL Birley 
A memorial service for Professor 
Eric B. Birley, a former Master of 
Hatfield College, Durham Univer¬ 
sity. and Professor of Roman- 
British History and Archaeology, 
was held on Saturday at Hatfield 
College, Durham. The Rev David 
Glover, chaplain of the college, 
officiated. 

Professor James Barber. Mas¬ 
ter, and Professor Rosemary 
Cramp read the lessons. Professor 
Anthony Harding. Department of 
Archaeology, read A Portrait of 
Agricola by Tacitus. Dr Brian 
Dobson gave an address. Mem- 
bos of the family. Vindolanda 
trustees, many friends and aca¬ 
demic colleagues were present 


Lecture 

Foundation for Science 
and Technology 

Lord Butter-worth. CBE. DL was 
in the chair at a lecture and dinner 
discussion held at the Royal Soci¬ 
ety on Wednesday. December 13. 
1995. Professor Robert M. Worces¬ 
ter. Sir John Egan and Professor 
Lewis Wolpert spoke on "Do Gov¬ 
ernment and Industries' Scientists 
and Engineers listen to Public 
Opinion?". The evening was spon¬ 
sored by COPUS and Zeneca pic. 


Nature notes 


TAWNY owls are hooting 
noisily again: they have al¬ 
ready occupied their spring 
territories, and will be nesting 
by March. On these long 
winter nights they have plenty 
of time to hunt for small 
roosting buds: they mostly 
catch starlings and house 
sparrows, but will also take a 
blackbird or song-thnish. 

Woodpigeons are foraging 
in the fields in large flocks: 
nowadays, they particularly 
like the oilseed rape shoots 
when they first come through. 
This year they are also com¬ 
mon in beech woods, since 
there has been a good harvest 
of nuts for them. Greenfinch¬ 
es are roaming the country¬ 
side in flocks looking for 
persicaria and fat hen plants 
that stxlJ have seed on or 
scattered around them. 

The wind rustles the or¬ 
ange-brown leaves that still 
ding to the beech and horn¬ 
beam hedges. A hardy daisy 
or two can be found on some 
lawns. Most reptiles are hi- 



Tawny owl: time to 
hunt on winter nights 

bemating, but life goes on 
below the surface in rivers 
and ponds. Mayfly larvae or 
nymphs, which have thin 
feathery bodies, burrow in the 
mud searching for scraps of 
vegetation. Dragonfly 
nymphs patrol the mud and 
the water weeds more vigor¬ 
ously, looking out for tiny 
living prey, which they seize 
with their sharp pincers. 

DJM 
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Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr A.WJM. Bryccson 
and Miss KJP- Boant 
The engagement is announced 
between Andrew ’ William 
Madean, elder son of the late Mr 
Michael Bryceson and of Mrs 
Michael Biyceson. of Essex Villas. 
London. WB. and Katharine Penel¬ 
ope. younger daughter of Major- 
'Genoa! and Mrs TA. Beam, of 
Bury Gate. West Sussex. 

Mr AJ. McCnllagh 
and MjssKLL. Rilqr 
The engagement is announced 
between Andrew, son of Mr and 
Mrs John MeCullagh. of 
Cookham Dean, Berkshire, and 
Kate, daughter of Mr Jonathan 
Riley, of Warwick, Warwickshire, 
and Mrs Mary Walker, of 
ChDdswickham. Worcestershire. 
Mr RA. Neyens 
and Miss CA. Bunowes 
The engagement is announced 
between Frank Neyens. of London 
and The Netherlands, and Cath¬ 
erine, daughter of the late Mr 
Bobby Burrowes and of Mrs 
Burrowes, of Dorrington. 
Lincolshrre. 

Mr SLA. Ordisfa 
and Miss RM. Sajous 
The engagement is announced 
between Simon, son of the late Mr 
Michael Ordish and of Mrs 
Ordish. of Chelsea. SW3, and 
Brigitte, younger daughter of M 
and Mme Michel Sajous. of 
Vouvray. France. 

Mr J.R. Roney 
and Miss NJR. Qaantodt 
The engagement is announced 
between Julian Robert, son of Mr 
Robert Roney, or QuUsford. Suf¬ 
folk. and of Mrs Elizabeth Roney, 
of Akleburgh, Suffolk, and Nadia 
Ruth, eldest daughter of the late 
Dr Derek Quantock and of Mrs 
Naomi Quantock, of Somerfay. 
Lacestershire. 


Marriages 


lieutenant Commander 
N J. Race; RN. 
and Miss CM. Parry 
The marriage took place on Sat¬ 
urday. December 16. in Exeter 
Cathedra] of Lieutenant Com¬ 
mander Nigel James Race, son of 
Mr and Mrs James Race, of 
Knowie, West Midlands, to Miss 
Clare Margaret Parry - , younger 
daughter of Canon and Mrs 
Kenneth Parry, of Cathedral Close, 
Exeter. 

Mr P.C Rainey 
and Miss H.R. Staples 
The marriage took place on Sat¬ 
urday, December 16. at the Temple 
Church. London EC4, of Mr Philip 
Rainey, eldest son of Mr George 
Rainey and of Mrs Mavis Storey, 
both of Whitley Bay, Northumber¬ 
land. to Miss Helen Staples, only 
daughter of Mr and Mrs John 
Staples, of Aliesley Village. Cov¬ 
entry. The Master of the Temple, 
Canon Joseph Robinson, 
officiated. 

The bride, who was given in 
marriage by her father, was at¬ 
tended by Mrs Jennifer Staples 
and Miss Joanne Freeman. Mr 
John Roy was best man. 

A reception was held ai the 
Middle Temple Hall, and the 
honeymoon will be spent abroad. 

Mr B.P. Robinson 
and Ms A.R. Williams 
The marriage took place on 
Deceit her 16.1995. at Westminster 
Register Office between Barrie 
Robinson, son of Peter and Joan 
Robinson, of Cleethorpes. and ; 
Amhea Williams, daughter of Gra¬ 
ham and Janna Williams, of 
Hampstead. 

Mr BJ. Simms 
and Miss K.M. Stratton 
The marriage took place on Sat¬ 
urday at Woodbastwick. Norfolk, 
of Mr Ben Simms, son of Mr 
Philip Simms and Mrs Jacqueline 
Simms, of Greenwich, London, 
and Miss Kate Stratton, daughter 
of Mr and Mrs Mark Stratton, of 
Witton, Norfolk. Canon Robert 
Baker officiated. 

A reception was held at the Old 
Hall. Woodbastwick, and the 
honeymoon will be spent abroad. 



Dr Carey steps out in Sarajevo yesterday after meeting Bosnian leaders 


Carey asks 
Sarajevo 
to forgive 

THE Archbishop of Canter¬ 
bury yesterday urged Saraje¬ 
vo citizens to find forgiveness 
in their hearts to allow peace a 
chance to take root 
“A land that has no room 
for forgiveness is a land that 
will live in the past It will 
have no future,’' Dr George 
Carey told a joint Mass in the 
city's Catholic CatfaedraL 
He told a packed congrega¬ 
tion dial they were meeting at 
a time of "hope and repen¬ 
tance” in the Christian calen¬ 
dar. Acknowledging that it 
would be difficult to forget he 
urged them to put three and a 
half years of brutal war be¬ 
hind them. 

“We have seen your suffer¬ 
ing, your grieving and shared 
your pain.” he said. Several 
worshippers wept quietly as 
they prayed for friends and 
relatives killed during Saraje¬ 
vo’s long years of siege. 

Earlier, the archbishop de¬ 
nied that the Church of Eng¬ 
land had not done enough to 
help to bring peace to Bosnia. 
He told BBC Radio 4’s Sun¬ 
day programme that he and 
other church leaders had spo¬ 
ken out strongly against eth¬ 
nic deansing and other 
injustices. 

He was responding to criti¬ 
cism in the Muslim News, 
which circulates in London, 
that he and other churchmen 
kept silent for fouryears whfle 
the conflict took place. 


Appointments 
in die Forces 

Royal Navy and Marines 
Rear Admiral N.R. Essenhigh Go 
be Assistant Chief of Defence Staff 
in succession to Air Vice-Marshal 
GA. Robertson in March 1996. 
COMMANDER; P W Fonescue to 
Invincible, 53.96; S C Martin in 
Britannia. 12.7.96: R T Soman Id 
M oD Bath. 26.1.96. 

MAJOR: S V Bairn to 42 CDO RM. 
223.96. 

The Army 

LIEUT GENERAL: S C Grant CB m 
be Comdt RODS, 20.12.95- 
MAJOR GENERAL: C F Drcwiy to 
be GOC UKSqC). 20.12.95. 
BRIGADIER; R M Wilde to be Grand 
52 Lowland Bde. 18.12.95. 

COLONEL: J R W Dutton id HQ 
Land. 18.12.95. 

LIEUT COLONEL- R H BounsaU, 
RA.tobeC0 47 RegtRA.NR. 
FornestaL RE, n RSME Minky; R R 
Holmes. R Signals, to Narisx D P 
Hughes. R Signals, to HQ Scotland; 
D E WBkes. RA Ch D. to HQ 
Woolwich Gar. Afl from 18.12.95 
Retirement C D Parkinson, late 
RADC. 23.12.95 

Royal Air Force 

AIR COMMODORE: J H Haims 
RAF Leuchars, 1S.I2.9S P V Harris 
HQ 1 Gp, 22.I2.9S R W dark HQ LC. 
22.12.951S Corbitt HQ PTC, 22.12.95 
PJ Soon RAF St Athan, 22.12.95. 
GROUP CAPTAIN: N A Bairsio ta 
HQ LG J9.12.9S M J Remlinger to 
RAF Waddington. 19.12.95 T P 
Brewer to HQ STG 2Z.12.9S R W ; 
Gauh to AWC Bentley Priory. 
22.12.95 

WING COMMANDER: R L GiD to 
RAF Leeming. 11.12.95 R Betteridge 
to HQ LC Brampton, 18.12.95 R A 
Lewis to HQ STG 18.12.95 N W R 
Wilkinson to RAF Haitian, 18.L29S J 
D Befl to RAF CranwelL 18.12.95 G A 
Williams to RAF Odiham. 18.12.95 


Retirement 

Mr Anthony Machin. QC, is 
retiring from the Bar after 43 years 
in practice at I Paper Buildings, 
Temple, EC4. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


The Sovereign’s 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS: Charles Wesley, 
preacher and hymn writer. 
Epworth, Lincolnshire, 1707; Jo¬ 
seph Grimaldi, dawn. London. 
1779; Edward MacDowelL com¬ 
poser. New York. 1861; Hector 
Hugo Munro rSaki"). writer, Ak- 
ynb. Burma. 1S70: Sir Joseph John 
Thomson, physicist, Nobel laure¬ 
ate 1906. Manchester. 1856; Fran¬ 
cis Thompson, poet, Preston, 1859; 
Paul Klee, painter, Berne, 1879; 
Betty Grabie, actress, St Louis, 
Missouri. 1916. 

DEATHS: Antonio Stradivari vi¬ 
olin maker, Cremona. Italy. 1737; 
Alexander Adam, educator, Edin¬ 
burgh, 1809; Thomas Dunham 
Whitaker, topographer. Blade- 
bum. 1821; Jean Baptiste de La¬ 
marck, naturalist, Paris, 1829; 
Samuel Rogers, poet. London, 
1S55 Robert Tyre (Bobby) Jones, 
golfer, Atlanta. Georgia. 1971. 
America officially abolished slav¬ 
ery with the ratification of the 13th 
Amendment, 1865. 


Dinner 

The Maccabaeans 
Judge Dame Rosaiyn Higgins, 
QG was die guest of honour at the 
annual Chanukah dinner held last 
night at Lincoln’s Inn. Sir John 
Bakombe. President of the 
Maccabaeans, presided. Sir Ian 
Gainsford and Professor Merton 
Sandler also spoke. 


Royal Russell 
School 

Dr John Jennings, currently Vice- 
Master or Queen Elizabeth’s 
Grammar School Blackburn, has 
been appointed Headmaster of 
Royal Russell School Croydon, 
with effect from September 1996. 
He was previously at Trinity 
School, Croydon, and Dulwich 
College. 



The Queett was represented by 
General Sir John Wflsey at TTte 
Sovereign* Parade at the Royal 
Militar y Academy Sandhurst on 
Friday. December 15. 

Tlte following hare been granted 
commissions in the regiments and 
corps shown,' having completed 
Co m n n ssioping Course No’95L 
The Sword of Honour waswen by 
Junior Under Officer LW. Addiriefl 
and The Queen's Medal by Junior 
Under Officer MJ.D.F. Gray. 

I W Addinell, KOSB. Dunblane 
HS: A C Addison, AGC (ETS). E1-. 
lesmere C C K Antebne. WG. 
Douai S; D A.P Asquith. RLCr 
Lady MannersS; G M Adans, RE, 


awaiua »Ji.«z iv nmn i n , 

Malbank S. Nanlwkh; R 

RE, Solihull S; B G 
Baker, PWRR. Amewood S. New 
MBtos; S L -Baker. RAMC, Os¬ 
westry S; I M Ballantyne. R ffie-, 
irnis. Lad Wandsworth Q $ w 
Barium AGC (ETS), Stamford S; 
S E G Barnard, R Signals. 
Badminton & S J Bany. 

Oundlc M J Beck. R Irish, 
aine Acad Inst; P A Bedford,: 
RHG/D. Bryansmn; G E BelL 
AAC Wallace HS; P A Blair. Para. 
Belfast HS; J T Blair-HdewelL 
Para, Rotorua Lakes HS.-NZ: W . 
Boiam, RA. Pbntejand S, New¬ 
castle; N A Booth, AGC (ETS). 
Dane Valley HS; JCC Boyce, RA. 
MiDfiekLTGS Bradshaw, AAC, 
King’s S. Worcester; A J Brenner, 
RE. Morrison* Acad; A R Brown, 
RA. Abingdon S: J E Brown, Int 
Cbrps, Aylesbury GS; P A Brown. 
RGBWR. Charterhouse; A K Bud- 
inger, RE, Tideway S, Newhaven. 

R J CampbaU. RKW; O W S 
Cane, RA, Wymondham C; H J L 
Clark, A and SH. Sherborne; I 
Clarke. SEME. Plume S: S F 
Coeshott, R Signals. Tbongathi S, 
South Africa: M S Cotilan, RA, 
Elizabeth CJP Cook. RA. War¬ 
wick S; E Cooper, AGC ISPS). 
Parisian GS; A M Crous. AAC, St 
Benedict's, Johannesburg; J 
Cruickshank. RS. Momsons 
Acad; S E CtmnifF, RE. Chester 
Catholic HS; L J N Daley, RLC 
Old Swinfbrd Hasp: C D Davies. R 
Anglian. Mander Portman 
Woodward S; R J de Ferry Foster. 
QRH. Wellington; W J de Rouet, 

S, Canterbury; D J 
DenningT RGBWR. Writnlington 
S. Bam; J A Docherty, RA. 
Rathmore GS; M N Dommett. 
PWRR, Wildem S. Southampton; 

N R M Dymond. RLC Bidefojd C 
D B E Effisoa RE. Wrekin G A 
M Ehrood, REME, Movffla S; M 
OJEpton, U, Oundfe. J M Evans. 

R Signals, Llangefni CS; M H 
Evans, RTR, Sevenoaks S; AC 
Evanson-GoddaztL RLC, Skin¬ 
ners’ S: M I Everest, RE, 
Oakmeeds Commty S; S J Falinski,' 
RLC Stamford Ss-W H G Fraser. 
U. Charterhouse; K L Free, AGC 
PS), Swindon C; R W Freeman. 
•JtF, Churchers C R FuDard, 
REME, Millam CS. 

B P Gamble, R Irish, Dromore 
HS; S N Gardner. RE. St Ed¬ 
ward* S, Oxford; A S Gawthorpt 
RRF, KEdward VT S;TJ Gayrior. 
Green Howards, Ampleforth; T J 
Gillies. REME, YateJey CS; J V 
Goodwin. RTR. Sherborne; A O 
Gordon, AAC, Chrisrs Hosp S; M 
J D FGray. Para. Bancroft's S; T E 




Grimshaw, RTR. Grange S, w 
Hamlyn. RA. Shiplake C; D E 
Harrison, RA. St Mary Reddiffe & 
Temple; RM Harvey, RSignals. St 
Columba’s Cr O w R Haslam, 
KRH, Bishop^ Stortford C; F I 
Hay. R Signals, Mo rrison * Acad; 
M E Hayman. AGC (ETS). Monks 
Walk S; l A Hendry-Adams. 


Copse. Reading A RI McKedmre, 
RE. Duke of York's RMS; R T 
Menyweather. RA. ScalffiWS 
Minster S; f J Middleton, RA, 
Chart* Stratton S; K S Mflter,'' 
AGC (PRO), King’s C. AadUn&._ 
NZ: C P MlTchcC, GLR. Souftt. 
-Holdemess & R S MoOf&Dffit 
Staffords, Gaiseley S. Leedft’CD, 
Moxon, RLC. Bishop 
M Murdoch. AGC 
ton Boys S.. NZ; J O MfeSk 
and D, Gordano S. ' '.v: 

: SJ NfcpiovPata, HampteiS;P 
R Nathan. KGBR. Oratoty & 3 M 
Nicholls. ^(fords,Sbre»sbui> - S; 
H P D S Ntntoo,- ED, RugiQr. I;G 




Brentford;. T■ J . O’Briu.'vHLL: 
Stonyburst CCC S CEMaDey, : 
RGR. Grenville C M C Osborttc,^ 
AGC (PRO). FramEnghaln C; P i; 
Gbdey, RA, King- Edward: VI S,-. 
■ Morpeth: S R . Parks'. ' RLC,- 
S hre wibory; S J Partingtcav U3, 
King’s S, Rochester; J M ftase,; 
AGC (ETS), Standard HS; M E 
Peebles. QLR. BradfieH GNK 
Pegkr. RLC. Charterhouse; A H - 
Hmpatt. RA. Sevenoaks S; M : D. 
PUwdL RTR, Biriiop Vesey* GS; 

- D Raoey. RLC WdbedcCTJ Rea,t 
' RGR. StrathaJlan S; W J Reynolds. 
PARA. Charleston Acad; E 'S' 
Rhodes-James. RLC, All Hallows. 
S: M J G Rimmer, RA, Westdiff 
HS; A L Robbins, R Anglian, SC 
EdwardS S, Oxford; A J Rdfc- 
Smith, ■ RGR. Wellington; P J", 
RciwdL RE, Sr Cerate’s C Harare; 

G A RusseQ, RLC, Plymouth C; T J 
Ryan, RA Merchant TayitmrS. 

J J Sampson. REME, Duke-of-- 
York’s RMS; J L A Scott. COLDM 
GDS, Sutton Valence 5;' P G 
Scriven. Cheshire. Dauntsey*s S; J 
S Senior, AAC. Lou^iborougb S; R 
A J Seraberg. Ch«fiire. Welbeck - 
C RJ Seymour,- R Signals. Prance 
Hill S . Cam bcrky. Nf P G Sharp. 
AGC (ETS). Bishop Wordsworth 
S; P M Sheriff, AAC William 
Huhne GS; HAC Simms, R Irish. 
Huralptejpuint C; B L Southgate, 
RLC, Homdean Cotmnty S;J £ 
Stephens, QDG, Malvern; C J. 
Stewart RA, IGng^ C. Taunton; P . 
E G Stewart-Blacker, SG.Fettes; D 
C Stone, RAMC. St Paul’s RC S: G 
HP Stringer, King's. St Edmond* 
Sen S; E P Sutthoy, RRF. Brent¬ 
wood 5; A D SwanneD. RA. 
Wribedc Q J Swift, RRF, Whitgift 
S: G Taylor, RA Worcester RGS; S 
J Thomas. King'S. J Bentley S, 
Caine; £ Thompson^ RLC, 
Dtmaghadee S. Northampton; D L 
Thompson, PWRR, Guildford 
RGS; M A Thomson. AGC (ETS). 
Stranraer Acad; M ToveU. Para,. 
Windsor Boys S. • 

A C B Waddell. RLC, Roedean S; 

C L Walker, RA Tenbury HS; L C 
Walker, REME. Neston Co HS; R, 

H Wallace. . PWRR. King's S. 
Canterbury: M J Ware, REME. 
ChurcbertC; 1G Warren. Chesh¬ 
ire, Torquay Boys GS; P F Welling- . 
ton. AGC (PRO), Poftabr CS, St 
Austell; N T Welsh, RE, Methodist 
C, Belfast N R White. RLC, 
Richmond S; N J Wffliams, RE, 
Sutton Valence S; S G Willis, 
REME. Christian Brothers, Bula¬ 
wayo: S R C Woodiwiss, RA 
Highgate S; C W N ’ Woodward, 
REME. Reigate GS; S N Wright, 
Green Howards, Durham John- 



TRADE: 

FAX: 


Jena 55m5E "You cannot 
w ter daervanan wtwn tba 
Wnodora of God cones. You 
asmot say. Took, ben « li¬ 
ar There U fcr for tbe ktno- 
dam of God is hwu ob yoa. 
take 17 : 2a 21 mao 


0171 481 1982 
0171 481 9313 


DEATHS 



Geoi-ae loth Viscount. 
KCVO. jp. on 14lh 
December, aged 64. very. 
muentjr tn London. Private 
family funeral. Memorial 
service to be announced 
later. 

DOBSON - Sir Denis WHUam 
Dobson. KCB. OBE. QC. 
Peacefully on IBtb 
pecenmer. ve*y rnneb loved 
hnsbend and father. 
Memorial Service to be 


MfeDce, Bn tbs* wm be so 
funeral service. No tetters 
please. All e no allies to 
Jo hnson McC abe, tel; 
(01273) 906QS7. 


Brentwood. Essex an 
December 14th 1998 aped 
90. p ea ca ftffi y after a Phan 


of Dm late Amy Brice, and 
lowed Father. Grandpa and 
Great-Grandpa. Funeral 
service at Christ Church 
Waiiey Brentwood on 

Wednesday December Ofe* 

at 1350 bn followed by 
cr emat io n . Famfly flowers 
only. Donations to the 
mmcMm P s minmuHl Fad 
St 16 Ogn St radon wip 
8JB, or In DsinsBi FOnnl 

Dtaccani of Brentwood, to 
whom any enquiries dboeAd 


WraaPreftswChaiei 
CBC FRCP, peacefully at 
home in London cm 16th 
pettmbar. aged as. Dearly 
loved husband of Louisa, 
much loved father and 


at Holy Trinity Church. 
Cl a p t u n u Common, at IS 
noon on Friday 22nd 
December. Manorial service 
to be announced later. 
Family flowers only, but 
dmmons may be sent to tbe 


lO Queen Anne Street, 
London wim ODD 

FULFO HD-WILLIAMS - 
Diana Mary, wsg ef toe late 
Charles mad pe ac efull y on 
13th De cemb e r m Utspnn 
Park Hospital. Taunton. 
Funeral service at West 
Analay. Friday 22nd at 
ll.30am. Donations to 
Mmorove I wifcseuUc Qreop 
c/o HN. B ts rtmws e dr 
lid East Street. South 
Moltoa. Devon 01769 
672338. 

HUS - Joan Dorothy, on 
Dece m ber 14th, w wiMBy at 

home Mowing a brave Debt 
against a long Uluses. 
Bteoeu w«e or Peter, kraing 
mather of Ssnb and MKfmd 
and devoeed nana of Hanaab 
and Emily. Cremation at 
Lewisham Crematorium. 
Hither Green oo Dmtw 
2lst. at lO an. Family 
flowers only please or 
rt oaafl o na to Sooth Brnnflsy 

Ho«ptoeCmn.c/oW. Udmft 
Son* IU- 19 Chatawsrtti 
Parade, Queensway. Pella 
Wood. Kent BBS IDF. 

MOBLEY - Martha, on 
Dtonatr 16 th. aged 91. at 
Shockerwick near Bath. 
Beloved wire of the late 
cuartes Money. Funeral at 
Bathfted Church 12 BOOB 
Wednesday 20lh Decsnbar, 



TICKETS FOR SALE TICKETS FOR SALE RENTALS 


FLIGHTS 

DIRECTORY 


OVERSEAS TRAVEL 


6X7 Newmarket Road. 
Cambridge CBS 8PA. tel: 
(01223) 416266. 

HUQtSB - At mane after a 
bravely fought illness on 
□scember 16 th. Stephen 
James aped 34 yams. Dearly 
loved son or Merten and Lee. 
brother of Bronwyn. gmtan 


or Philip: loving uncle to 
Charlotte. Oliver and 
Nicholas. Private family 
Interment on Thursday 
December 21st. Mowed by 
a Mrvtn TbanksflMiW tor 
Stephen at 12.30 pm la 
tlB M sben Baptist Church. 
Fldlas Road, tardlff. 
Demeans in Ben of flowars. 
to St Davids Care to the 
Community. FslrOeW*. 8t 
Davids. Dyttd. SA62 flQH. 

OVERLAND - Jllllan 
Elizabeth Kathlean (Bde 
Stanawey-tveyJ. Peacefully 
In Jersey on Thuratey 14th 
December 1998. Lowed tar 
Tom. Joanne. Anita and 
Jonathan. Donations In 
memory may be sent to 
Jmey Hosdoe Cere c/o The 
Hon. Treasurer Mr I. 
RKhardsOn. Rsods <L Co. PO 
Bok 6«1. l. Boston Race, St 
Heller. Jersey. CJ. H.W. 
Mafflard A Son LhL. Funeral 
DhOCMm. (01334} 37291. 

RAYMEHT - Suddenly on 
Friday loth Decern bar. 
199& UeuL Colonel CSflon 

RaymaaL MBE, fematny of 
Royal Tank Regiment and 
PTObyn’S Horae. Very ttasr 
hnfbahd of AOeen. Proud 
and loving father of Surah. 
Alastalr and Lucinda. 
Grandfather and great 
wa rnltelh ar. Tbenta stvtng 
service on Thursday 21 st 
Dscenrar at the CtMNh or 
Lady St Mary, Wareham. 
Donet at 230pm. DonattoM 
if desired for the R.TJL 
Benractent Fund. Beetngtn 
Camp. Wardisn. Dorset. 
BH20 SL 

TOUT - Thomas Frederick 
and Mary Tout married 
December 18th 1895 in 
StetfQHHL SOU ■smeAberad. 


ALL TICKETS 

England VW. Samoa 
5 Nations Rudby 
Ctaptun, MaaOoaf, S Red, 
T Turner &al pop shews. 

Rhnrdanco, Phantom, 
Staisst. Saigon, Qdver etc. 




AI CCs. Fraa DsBvary 


MUSICAL 

INSTRUMENTS 


GRAND SALE! 


CHRISTMAS DINING 


denly an 14th December. 
Sadly mlissi) by bis wife and 
temlly. _ Funeral M Ooidm 
Green Qvmatcrtmn on 19th 
December at 3 pm. No 


if whhed to Help The Aoed. 

ROSS - Elrlys Gwyneth 
CBofcte*) nssrurirtui on Dee 
16th at Thames valley 
Hospice. Dearly loved 
Mother ef David. AJfaa mad 
no. Gr andm ot h er of Marc. 
AOtealr and Cora and Banner 
who of CMp mvka to be 
bald at East Hampstead 
Crematorium Bracknell 
01344 420314 da Tbundsar 
2 ist De csinDw at llJDO am 
to which all friends arc 
invited. Flowers to The 



New Y ema l m Grernd fi t m oe 
4 1 mtreaemjiy low priceal 
Choose front 100’s tf new 
and secondhand Upright. 
Grand A Digital pianos 
You can eraimreonefront 
only £20 per month waft an 
option to buy haer. 

MARKSON PIANOS 
Established 1910 
0171935 M682 (NW1) 
0IS1854 4517 (SE18) 


TBKA TURNE R. OASB 
mVERDANCE 
MSS SAIQQN. PHANTOM. 
SUNSET. LE8 MB. ALL POP. 
Theatre * sports 

TEL: 0171 3234480 

GP A 


FOR SALE 


MORNING surrs 
DINNER SUITS 
EVENING TAIL 
SUITS 


unuNcna 
West End Td 0171 2402310 
22 Charing Cro» Rd WC2 
Otv Tel 0171 623 7721 

]$6FendurctaStEC3 



inmemoriam- 

PRIVATE_ 

Richard my lovely huteeBd. 
on Ms birthday. Kata. 

EZS - in tovhiB and unfhdtng 
memccy a I beloved Optafn 
rvwna Oka). Bmldanly on 
December 18th 1989. 
‘Loving Shepherd ef thy 
sheep, keep him Lord la 
eaMy taep. nethtug can thy 
power wBhshmd. tame can 
pluck Mm dram Ms hand*. 
Sadly missed by his win 
Louie, the Broad-Da vies 
family. Ms mother, brother. 


MAMNMQ - Frauds (Frank), 
in memory of our much 
loved brother, unde and 
Godfather on lha tenth 

anniversary of hla death. 


Court and Social Page 

Over the Quistmas period the 
following deadline will apptyr- 
Notices to appear on Friday, December 22nd; 

Saturday, December 23rd; Tuesday, 
Deoember 26th; Wednesday, December 27tb 
sflMtitt be received in writing by 5pm on 
Wednesday, December 20th. 

ALL NOTICES ARE ACCEPTED 
SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION 

Tek 0171 782 7347 
Fax: 0171481 9313 







TRAILFINDERS >-)- 

Low cost flights worldwide : 

AfW UP TO 65% DISCOUNT ON HOTELS & CAR REMtAL^ 

Coll TroiHinden (or oomplota taSof-modo mend 500+31 .. . 

LONDON Longhowl: 0171-938 33A* KB 

Truraotfonflc & Eimpem: 0171-937 9400 ' CH 
Fiia 1 Btninuis Oon: 0171-93S 3444 W» 

URMMGHAM Werfdmde: 0121-2361234 /-a 

BRISTOL WofWmde 0117-9299000 ' W 

GtAS GOW WoHdufa: 0141-353 2224 rrm 

MANCHESTR WgrUmde; 0161-839 6969 ' JL9 
First ft BuSncus Qom: 0161-839 3434 • 




Research 
Saves Lives 

Ptasssitt^MthardohaSon 

notrandafeeaqrbtef 

NAnOfWt. ' 


4 > ' ’ 
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Fred Urquhart, short story writer 

and novelist, died in Edinburgh 

on December2aged 83. Hewas 

bom in the city on July 12,1911 

ALTHOUGH he wrote several novels, 
Fred Urquhart was supreme in the 
short story, and is one of the small bur 
distinguished band of writers in En<»- 
lish in this century who have used the 
form as their chief creative outlet. 
Naomi Mitchison’s famous comment 
on him. “Fred Urquhart is a wonderful 
listener", cannot be avoided when 
describing his art. Urquhart was not a 
writer who laid down a structure to 
control his stories. Much Df the time 
even his plotting was non-existent. He 
let his characters do the talking, and he 
had a marvellous ear for all forms of 
accent and dialect and for those 
ungrammatical — but often in them¬ 
selves unconsciously creative — liber- 
nes with the language that are the vital 
strength of the vernacular. 

He spent a good deal of his life in 
southern England after the war. But 
his creative impulses had their roots in 
the lowlands of Scotland: on the Firth 
of Forth and Clydeside: in coastal 
Jf Wigtownshire where he was at school 
for a while; and on Tayside. where he 
also spent some of his childhood days. 
His stories generally dealt with the 
lives of ordinaiy people, viewed some- 
rimes comically but often unsparingly. 
The cruelty and violence of such lives 
was a constant theme with him. He 
was sensitive especially to the violence 
dealt out to women, which was such a 
feature of the social milieu about which 
he wrote. His homosexual ire enabled 
him. perhaps, ro portray die female 
psyche with more than usual insight 
and tenderness. The ugliness of war 
(he was a pacifist) was an extension of 
these concerns. 

Bom in Edinburgh, the son of a 
chauffeur, Frederick Burrows Ur¬ 
quhart was educated ar Stranraer 
High School and Broughton Second¬ 
ary School. On leaving school he 
worked for some years in a bookshop 
in Edinburgh. At the same time he 
began to write, and from the early 
1930s onwards had stories published in 
periodicals as well as broadcast on tire 
wireless. None of these was collected 
until later and the first book he actually 
published was a novel. Time Will Knit . 
in 1938. This was a story of working- 
class Edinburgh life expressed in often 
gritty dialogue. 

When war came in 1939 Urquhart. 
as a declared conscientious objector, 
was sent to work on the land. His first 
collection of short stories / fell for a 
Sailor appeared in 1940. Its title story, 
about a girl whose first sexual experi¬ 
ence leads her into a life ofpromiscuity 


FRED URQUHART 



and pros!iiurion. was a linJe too strong 
for one London reviewer, who primly 
remarked: “The reader is left feeling 
rhai... wiih other guidance ihe girl 
might have had a happier or more 
useful life.” 

In 1944 Urquhart was sent to 
England to work at Woburn Abbey, 
the estate of the Duke of Bedford. This 
made a good base for contacting 
artistic ana literary dries in London 
and he soon met the Roberts — the 
Scottish painters Robert Colquhoun 
and Robert MacBryde — who had 
moved to London from Glasgow 
themselves only a year or two before. 
He also got to know George Orwell 
and Rhys Davies. 

His second collection of stories. The 
Clouds are Big with Mercy, appeared 
in 1946. Its main story, loo, draft with 
the rough and ready sexual contacts 
that are incidental to war — on (his 
occasion between Scottish laundry 
girls and a Polish contingent billeted 
on their small town. By now. however, 
after six years of war and its soda) 
effects, the critics were in a more 
realistic frame of mind and gave it a 
warm welcome. 


From 1947 Urquhart worked as a 
reader for a London liferary agency 
and from 1951 was a script-reader for 
MGM. He produced further volumes 
of short stories, among them 77rc Lasr 
Gl Bride Wore Tartan (1947) and 77ie 
Year of the Short Com and Other 
Stories (1949). There were also two 
more novels in this postwar period. 
The Ferret was Abraham's Daughter 
(Urquhart relished rifle-making) of 
1949 and Jezebel's Dust (1951). Both of 
these feature a wanton protagonist 
Bessie Hipkiss. bred and broken into 
sex in the gutter and now. in wartime 
Edinburgh, a prey for marauding 
Polish and French soldiery. By general 
consent Jezebel's Dust is Urquhart's 
best novel. Its dialogue has fierce 
vitality. Only its women's magazine 
story ending — the heroine is rescued 
from degradation, married by a kindly 
Gl and spirited away to America — 
mars what might otherwise have been 
a novel of tragic stature. 

With the market for the serious short 
story declining. Urquhart took on a 
number of editing tasks, some of them 
worthwhile, some of them necessary to 
keeping body and soul together. In the 


first category were Scottish Short 
Stories (1957) and (with Giles Gordon) 
Modern Scottish Short Stories (I97S. 
revised 1QK2). More relaxing (and 
lucrative) tasks were Great True War 
Adventures (1957). Men at War. the 
Best War Stories of Ail Time f1957) and 
The Book of Horses: The Horse 
Throughout the Ages in Art and 
Literature (1981). 

But he fcepr on writing: there was a 
final novel. Palace of Green Days 
(1979). which used childhood memories 
of Perthshire, where his father was 
chauffeur to the Earl of Breadalbane: 
and further collections of short stories, 
notably A Diver in China Seas (1980). 
which was impressive for its insight 
into its women characters. 

With his companion, the dancer 
Pfcter Wvndham Allen. Iftquhart had 
moved into a house in Ashdown Forest 
in East Sussex in 1958. When Wynd- 
ham Allen died in 1990 Urquhart 
moved back to Scotland and settled in 
Musselburgh. Though always appreci¬ 
ated by the discerning, in his life he did 
not really receive the acknowledge¬ 
ment that is his due; his reputation 
can. now. only increase. 
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Vivian Blaine; singer and 
actress, died of heart 
failure In New York City 
on December 9 aged 74. 
She was born in Newark. 

New Jersey, on 
November 21,1921. 

BUT for a lucky chance, and 
more than a touch of dogged 
determination. Vivian Blaine’s 
career might have languished 
on the back lots of Hollywood. 
As it was, she achieved star¬ 
dom and lasting fame for her 
performance in a single role, 
the splendid Miss Adelaide, 
perpetual fiancee of gambler 
Nathan Detroit in the Frank 
Loesser musical of the 1950s 
Guys and Dolls. She later 
recreated the role for Joseph L. 
Mankiewicz’s film version, 
which her songs — she had a 
pleasant, characterful singing 
voice — helped to lift above the 
restrictions of a studio-bound 
production and a certain ten¬ 
dency to become mired in 
sentiment. 

Blaine, whose original sur¬ 
name was Stapleton, was the 
daughter of a minor theatrical 
agent who began booking her 
for dollar-a-night singing en¬ 
gagements when she was still 
a small child. She was 20 
' years old and apparently con- 
*■ demned to touring the country 
with obscure bands, when she 
was spotted by a Twentieth 
Century Fox talent agent and 
invited to take a screen test 
A contract followed, but 
Blaine was soon to discover 
* that she was only one of many 
pretty faces on the Twentieth 
Century lot and a contract 
was no ticket to instant star¬ 
dom. She was given a few 
minor roles, then sent to tour 
on the Forces’ entertainment 
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Vivian Blaine in her most famous role. Miss Adelaide in Guys and Dolls 


circuit Finally, after having to 
take a small part in the Laurel 
and Hardy film Jitterbugs in 
1943. she had had enough. She 
confronted the studio head. 
Darryl F. Zanuck. and threat¬ 
ened to quit unless she was 
given something better. The 
result was a leading role in the 
1944 musical Greenwich 
Village. 


In the Hollywood fashion of 
the time. Blaine had to be 
given a sobriquet. So the 
studio dyed her hair red and 
advertised her as "the cherry 
blonde". The publicity tag. 
however, could not make up 
for the fact that she was being 
given poor material to work 
with, and a succession of 
minor musicals in which she 


starred in the 1940s failed to 
achieve critical acclaim or 
success at the box office. At 
that point her career appeared 
to be going nowhere. 

In some desperation, she 
decided to try the Broadway 
stage. The musical Guys and 
Dolls, based on the series of 
short stories of that name by 
Damon Runyan, was then 


being cast, and she auditioned 
for the part of Sarah Brown, 
the Salvation Army worker 
who was later played on the 
screen by Jean Simmons. She 
failed to" get it. Her person¬ 
ality. said producers Cy Feuer 
and Ernest Martin, was too 
strong for the role. 

Months passed, and she 
discovered by chance that the 
role of Adelaide had become 
vacant It was not much of a 
part just two songs and a few 
fines of dialogue, but Blaine 
took it She then used that 
strong personality to enlarge 
the part during rehearsals into 
a major role. When the show 
opened in November 1950. her 
shrill renditions of numbers 
such as Take Back Your 
Mink. A Bushel and a Peck 
and especially Adelaide’s La¬ 
ment. regularly brought the 
house down. 

Guys and Dolls ran for 
1,200 performances on Broad¬ 
way, and Blaine later repeated 
the role on the London stage, 
where she was given a rousing 
reception by audiences. She 
also took it into the 1955 film 
version, with its star cast of 
Marlon Brando. Frank 
Sinatra and Jean Simmons, 
turning in a crackling perfor¬ 
mance that ensured she was, 
in fact, outshone by none of 
these. 

She went on to co-star in a 
number of Broadway produc¬ 
tions. notably A Hatful of 
Rain (1956). Say Darling [\958] 
and Enter Laughing (J963). 
and did a few more films over 
the years. But nothing was 
ever to match her performance 
as Adelaide. 

Vivian Blaine was married 
and divorced three times. She 
leaves no survivors. 


PROFESSOR KEITH RUNCORN 


Keith Runcorn. FRS. 
Professor of Physics ai 
Durham University. 1956- 
63. and al Newcastle, 
19G3-8S. was found 
battered to death in an 
American motel room on 
December 5 aged 73. He 
was born on November 
19.1922. 

A RENOWNED geophysicist. 
Keith Runcorn played a cen¬ 
tra! role in establishing what 
later became known as "The 
Plate Tectonic Revolution in 
Earth Science". His studies of 
palacomagnerism — the per¬ 
manent magnetism of rocks — 
in the !°50s provided evidence 
which underpinned the then 
still controversial theory of 
Continental Drift, and helped 
to elucidate the relative move¬ 
ment of tectonic plates, the 
large masses underlying the 
continents. 

In later years he also stud¬ 
ied the problems emerging 
from space missions to other 
planets. At the time of his 
violent death he was. as usual, 
making his way to the winter 
meeting of the American Geo¬ 
physical Union. 

Stanley Keith Runcorn 
came from Southport. Lanca¬ 
shire. From King George V 
Grammar School he went to 
Gonvilie and Caius College. 
Cambridge, in 19-JO ro read 
electrical" engineering. His 
first taste of research came 
with his secondment to the 
Royal Radar Establishment. 
Malvern, in 1943. 

From 1946 he was on the 
staff of the Physics Depart¬ 
ment at Manchester Univer¬ 
sity. then under the leadership 
of Professor P. M. S. (later 
Lord) Blackett, a formative 
influence. 

At that rime. Blackett be¬ 
lieved that the newly discov¬ 
ered magnetism of stars and 
the much older problem of ihe 
origin of terrestrial magne¬ 
tism mighr indicate a connec¬ 
tion between material rotation 
and magnetic field generation, 
and had developed a sensitive 
magnetometer to test the idea. 
Runcorn was involved with a 
parallel test, measuring the 
variation of the Earth's mag¬ 
netic field in a mineshaft. 
While Blackett's idea proved 
fruitless, the instrumental dev¬ 
elopment it stimulated proved 
invaluable to the future study 
of rock magnetism. 

Appointed assistant director 
of research in the Department 
of Geodesy and Geophysics at 
Cambridge in 1950, Runcorn 
organised a research group to 
study palaeomagnetism. One 
of the first key results of the 
Cambridge group came from 


a study of Icelandic basaltic 
lavas, which showed that the 
average geomagnetic field in 
recent geological times had 
been aligned in a true north- 
south direction, but had also 
frequently reversed its polari¬ 
ty. The laner result was deri¬ 
sive evidence against 
Blackett* conjecture. 

Runcorn was perfectly 
aware ihat rode magnetism 
misht eventually provide 
valuable evidence for or 
against the long-standing idea 
of Continental Drift Several 
illustrious geologists and geo¬ 
physicists had given suppos¬ 
edly incontrovertible proof 
that it was impossible. Mind¬ 
ful of the possibility that his 
chosen field of study might be 
discredited before demonstrat¬ 
ing its value id this debate. 
Runcorn was at first con¬ 
cerned to investigate a subtly 
related problem — whether 
there was good evidence for 
different continents having 



moved differently with respect 
to the spin axis "of the Earth. 
This problem he tackled by 
collecting rock specimens of 
different geological ages from 
the Grand Canyon and other 
areas of the American West — 
a region to which he became 
greatly attached despite the 
rigours of fieldwork necessar¬ 
ily conducted in the fierce hear 
of summer. 

Appointed Professor of 
Physics at Newcastle in 1956 
(then a part of the University 
of Durham), he encouraged 
colleagues to join him in these 
studies. This work was in¬ 
creasingly supplemented by 
that of North American geo- 
physicisis to whom he had 
previously lectured. 

Together with palaeomag- 
netic data from the southern 
hemisphere (where earlier 
geological evidence for Conti¬ 
nental Drift had made atti¬ 
tudes to the idea rather more 
relaxed! this combined effort 
was eventually to make Ihe 


case for profound changes in 
the Earth's surface having 
taken place even within a 
period that amounted to only 
the last 10 per cent of our 
planet’s history. 

Meanwhile, the elucidation 
of a deep sea floor 
palaeomagnetism by oceano¬ 
graphic survey had shown 
thar larger units of the Earth’s 
surface than individual conti¬ 
nents — the now well-known 
Tectonic Plates — were en¬ 
gaged in relative movement. 
In the 1960s Runcorn was 
interested in whether the geo¬ 
logically recent spate of conti¬ 
nental drift had been initiated 
by a change in a pattern of 
internal convective move¬ 
ments. He suspected this 
change was related to the 
gradual growth of a dense 
core region for the Earth 
throughout the whole of its 
history. 

But his attention was in¬ 
creasingly focused on the im¬ 
pending space missions to the 
Moon and to the planets. 
Appointed by Nasa. his group 
was to be a major contributor 
to the understanding of lunar 
magnetism. Although origi¬ 
nally thought to be a rather 
minor (and probably rather 
uninteresting! aspect of the 
Apollo programme, it turned 
out to be an intriguing and 
quite unexpected facet of lunar 
behaviour. 

After his retirement from 
Newcastle University in 198S. 
as Sydney Chapman Professor 
of Physical Science he annual¬ 
ly gave a course on planetary 
problems at the University of 
Alaska. For the rest of the 
year, as senior research fellow, 
he was attached to the space 
studies group at Imperial Coll¬ 
ege. London. 

Runcorn was a man of 
unconventional lifestyle and 
informality. He was greatly 
interested in painting and 
latterly opera. He also pos¬ 
sessed a deep knowledge of 
ecclesiastical architecture and 
history. Many Newcastle sci¬ 
entific conference delegates 
were personally guidca by 
him through his beloved Dur¬ 
ham Cathedral. He was. in as 
much as his travelling 
allowed, a Tmilar rugby play¬ 
er into his fifties and played 
squash even longer. 

Runcorn was elected FRS in 
1965. He played a leading role 
in initiating a European Geo¬ 
physical Society and was ac¬ 
tive in the European Space 
Agency. 

He was unmarried, but is 
survived by a sister and his 
mother with whom he had 
recently celebrated her !00th 
birthday. 


JURGEN WATTENBERG 


Jurgen Wallenberg, 
German U-boat 
commander who led the 
largest escape from a 
prisoner-of-war camp in 
the United Stales during 
the Second World War, 
died in Hamburg on 
November 27 aged 94. 

WHEN officers in charge of 
the US Navy's prisoner-of-war 
camp in Scottsdale, Arizona, 
received a request from 
Jurgen Watrenberg for din 
and shovels to build a volley¬ 
ball court, they were delighted 
to oblige. It would, they 
thought, help to keep their 
1,700 charges occupied. This 
was a mistake, but it was hard 
to blame them. After all. this 
was only 1944. and the film of 
The Great Escape, which por¬ 
trayed an almost identical 
scenario in the escape of Allied 
prisoners from a German 
P0W camp, would not be 
made until 1963. 

Wanenberg, who had been 
captured and turned over to 
the Americans after his U-boat 
had been sunk in the Caribbe¬ 
an by three British destroyers 
in 1942. was the senior Ger¬ 
man officer ar Scottsdale. Had 
they bothered to think about it. 
the Americans might have 
remembered that he had been 
transferred to the new prison 
precisely because he had been 
plorting to dig an escape 


tunnel from his previous camp 
in Tennessee. 

On arrival at Scottsdale 
Wartenberg got his shovels 
and his dirt, and for the next 
five months supervised a team 
of men digging a 178ft tunnel 
which ran Ibft deep under two 
fences and a road, emerging at 
a canal well outside the camp. 
The volleyball court provided 
a perfect cover for the unno¬ 
ticed disposal of the excavated 
soil, until the quantities be¬ 
came too great and the prison¬ 
ers began to make themselves 
vegetable gardens instead. 

The prisoners made them¬ 
selves civilian clothes, and 
even rigged the tunnel with 
electric tights. Wattenberg, 
however, added an even more 
ambitious touch. A stolen map 
from a local filling station had 
shown him the Gila River, a 
thin blue line connecting the 
canal with the Colorado River 
which ran down to Mexico. 
Under the eyes of the camp 
guards. Wattenberg not only 
built a three-man kayak to 
paddle his way to safety, but 
also constructed a lake inside 
ihe prison compound on 
which to test it. 

By early December the tun¬ 
nel was finished and the 
prisoners staged several dry 
runs. They decided to delay 
their actual escape until 
Christmas, when they reck¬ 
oned security would be at its 


most lax. On the night of 
December 23, under cover of a 
noisy party staged by their 
companions. 25 German 
PoWs. led by Wanenberg. 
slipped out through the tunnel 
and vanished. 

The guards did not even 
know they were gone until 17 
hours later, and then only 
discovered the escape when 
one of the prisoners turned 
himself in to the police. 

It transpired .that 
Wattenberg had made one 
small mistake: he had forgot¬ 
ten that small rivers in Arizo¬ 
na are strictly seasonal, and 
this was the wrong season. 
When he and his mein reached 
the Gila, all they found was a 
dried-up channel. The kayak 
was useless. 

One by one the escapers 
were recaptured over the next 
month, with Wanenberg him¬ 
self the last to be found when 
he was spotted in Phoenix 
after 36 days on the run. At the 
time he was 43. a graduate of 
the Prussian Naval Academy, 
with more than 20 years of 
service in the German Navy. 

After the war Wattenberg 
became a beer distributor in 
Germany. He revisited Arizo¬ 
na in 1984 for a reunion to 
mark the 40th anniversary of 
the escape, but was too frail to 
return for the 50th anniversa¬ 
ry ceremonies last December. 

He is survived by two sons. 
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Church appointments 


Latest appointments include: 

The Rev Charles Barter, Chaplain 
at Holloway Prison, to be VJcar, 
Bowling, St Stephen (Bradford). 
The Rev Alan Brannagan, Redor, 
St Michael’s, West Fdlon (Lich¬ 
field). to be Chaplain of St 

George’s. Ypres, Belgium. 

The Rev Eric Brin. Assistant 
Chaplain at the Royal Free Hos¬ 
pital, London, to be full-time 
Church of England Chaplain to 
Broomfield Hospital, Chelmsford. 
The Rev Barry Browning, Assis¬ 
tant Curate. Falmouth King 
Charles, to be Rotor. Roche and 
Wilhiel (Truro). 

The Rev Alan Cole. Priest-in- 
charge, Gamlingay w Hatky St 
George and East Halley and 
Gamlingay Heath, to be bishop's 
adviser on confidential counselling 
(Ely). 

Canon Michael Cote. Vicar. All 
Saints, Woodford Wells, to be also 
Rural Dean of Redbridge 
(Chelmsford). 


Canon John Farrant, Rector. 
Penicuik and West Linton (Edin¬ 
burgh). to be Chaplain. Holy 
Trinity, Funchal. Madeira. 

Preb Roger Flower. Vicar. SI 
Andrew. Taunton, and Preb- 
endary of Wells Cathedral, to be 
Vicar, Dartmouth (Exeter]. 

The Rev David Gerrish, Rector. All 
Saints w Si PeierX Portland 
(Salisbury), to be Chaplain of the 
Aquitaine Chaplaincy. France. 

The Rev Barry Harper, Vicar, St 
John the Evangelist, Walraky, to 
be also an Honorary Canon of 
Birmingham Cathedral. 

The Rev Robert Law, Rector, Si 
Cohrnib Mayor. 10 be also Rural 
Dean of Pydiu - fTmroJ. 

The Rev Richard Lindiey. director 
of education, diocese of Birm¬ 
ingham. to be also an Honorary 
Canon of Birmingham Cathedral. 
The Rev Dr Richard Marsh, 
Archbishop of Canterbury's sec¬ 
retary for ecumenical affairs, ro be 
also an Honorary Canon of the 


Cathedral Of the Holy Trinity. 
Gibraltar (Europe). 

The Rev Simon Pothen, Team 
Vicar, Si Mark. Grimsby, to be 
Rector. Friem Bamet (London). 
The Rev Susan Rose. Director of 
Pastoral Studies at Trinity College. 
Bristol, to be Vicar, Normanton All 
Saints (Wakefield). 

The Rev Philip Sudd!, Assisiam 
Curate, Christ the King. Worthing, 
to be Assistant Curate. St James. 
Muswetl Hill (London). 

The Rev Dr Malcolm Tony'. Vicar. 
St Catherine. Haicham, to be 
Parish Priest. Christ Church w Si 
Andrew and St Michael East 
Greenwich (Southwark). 

The Rev Albert Watson. Priest-in¬ 
charge, Harlem’ Tye Green Si 
Stephen w Netteswell Si Andrew 
(Chelmsford), to be Rector or that 
parish. 

The Rev Andrew Wilson. Curate. 
Holy Trinity, Springfield (Chelms¬ 
ford). to be Vicar, Christ Church. 
Sidcup (Rochester!. 


Resignations and retirements 

The Rev Peter IrwitvClark. Vicar, 
Shirley (Winchester), to resign on 
January 14 to explore further 
ministry. 

The Rev Anne Thomas. Assistant 
Prion, w responsibility for St 
Michael. Hartley Green (Birming¬ 
ham). to retire on January 31. 

The Rev John Ward. Vicar, St 
Mary and St Ambrose. Edgbaston 
(Birmingham!, to retire on Janu¬ 
ary 31. 

The Rev Raymond Wood. Rector. 
St Tudy w St Mabyn and 
Michaelsiow (Truro), retired on 
December 1. 


Jim Rosenthal. director of 
communications for the Anglican 
Communion, to be also a lay 
Canon of the Caihedral of the Holy 
Trinity. Gibraltar (Europe). 


AFGHANISTAN 
King Shelters in Fort. 

New Delhi. Dec. 17. — The Afghan rebels 
have attacked Kabul and serious fighting is 
afoot in the Afghan capita). 

The situation in Afghanistan has rapidly 
changed for the worse during die last hvo 
days, and fighting between the Government 
and rebel forces is reported both from Kabul 
and Jalalabad. The rebels have had some 
success in the vicinity of Kabul, capturing two 
small forts with a number of rifles and a 
quantity of ammunition, while at Jalalabad 
the Shimvaris and Rhugianis have dropped 
negotiations and taken the field, capturing the 
Afghan outpost of Kaja and inflicting 
casual]ties on regulars and irregulars. 

Anxiety is felt as to the position at Kabul 
and the safety of foreign representatives. But 
ihe Wireless is working, and messages state 
that the legations are safe. 

The Turks and Russians are unpopular, as 
thty are considered to be the promoters of 
radical anti-clerical and other reforms. 

According to reports from the frontier King 
Amanullah of Afghanistan and Queen 
Surayya have laken refuge in a fort, the Army 
having turned against them. 

The disturbances at Kabul and those at 


ON THIS DAY 

December 18,1928 



77ie programme of Westernisation insti¬ 
tuted by King Amanullah of Afghani¬ 
stan cost him the throne: he was forced 
to abdicate in 1929. The monarchy w as 
abolished in July 1973. 

Jalalabad ore apparently quite separate 
affairs. The troubles now reported at the 
Afghan capital are freely attributed to his 
Majesty's drastic reforms and to Queen 
Surayya's desire ro abolish the Purdah (veil). 

Origin of the Outbreak 
The origin of the outbreak which has led so 
rapidly to the present critical situation at 
Kabul is to be found in the reforming asd of 
King Amanullah. From the first the young 
King showed himsdf a partisan of the 
introduction not merely Df Western technique 
but of Western soda! and political ideas 
among his people. He also made It dear that 


he intended his writ 10 run also among the 
hill tribes whose Mullahs and Pirs (religious 
leaders) were the interpreters of the law and 
obeyed the King — when it so pleased them. 

During the brief Anglo-Afghan War of 1910 
some opposed the Afghan ruler, while others, 
after the repulse of the artempt to invade 
India, fumed to loot the Afghan dty of 
Jalalabad. During the period of tension which 
followed the murder in 1923 of British officers 
and their wives by a gang of frontier bandits 
who sought refuge in Afghan territory, it 
became know that it was the attitude of 
certain Afghan Mullahs, who held that the 
murder of infidels did not justify the 
extradition of their assassins, which pre¬ 
vented King Amanullah from acceding to the 
demands of the British Government. 

The first collision between the Mullahs and 
the King took place in May 1924. when the 
"Lame Mullah" raised the standard of 
rebellion among the Ghfizai and Manga) 
clansmen of KhosL He condemned the new 
criminal code introduced by the King as 
contrary to the Sacred Law of Islam. The 
appointment of civil judges was also resented 
by the tribal Mullahs and eiders, who saw in 
it an attack on lheir lucrative privileges. The 
rebellion was crushed after hard fighting and 
the insurgent leaders were publicly ©waited. 
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Lottery watchdog faces the sack 

■ Virginia Bottomley is expected to end Peter Davis’s brief and 
unhappy career as the National Lottery regulator today after 
his admission of links with Candors American partner. 

The National Heritage Secretary will give Mr Davis a last 
chance to save his job in an interview with her most senior 
official, but departmental sources suggested last night that the 
controversy surrounding Mr Davis has become so intense she 
had no option but to find a successor.Pages 1,6 

Communists poised for comeback 

■ For the first time since they were disbanded and ousted from 

power four years ago, Russia’s restyled Communists and their 
leftist allies were set to register a comfortable lead in a field of 
43 parties contesting the second post-Soviet parliamentary 
elections.Pages 1,11,17 



Currency referendum 

A referendum in Britain on mem¬ 
bership of a single European cur¬ 
rency looked increasingly likely 
as politicians came to terms with 
a confirmed starting-date for the 
euro.Pages 1,2.10,16 

Father attacked 

A father was in hospital with a 
crushed skull after being attacked 
by youths he chased when they 
hurled a beer can through an 
upstairs window of his Cam¬ 
bridgeshire home..Page 1 

Water warning 

More parts of the country, includ¬ 
ing Sussex, Berkshire. Hamp¬ 
shire and Kent, are facing water 
restrictions as the drought crisis 
deepens, government advisers 
will warn today.-Page 2 

Policemen resign 

Three policemen who handcuffed 
a woman officer during "horse¬ 
play" at a London station have 
been forced to resign for discredit¬ 
able conduct.Page 3 

Cancer controversy 

Britain's biggest trial of a breast 
cancer drug is going ahead in 
spite of fears in the United States 
that long-term use might be doing 
more harm than good.Page 4 

Fisheries rebellion 

Ministers are trying to avert a 
backbench rebellion over the 
European fisheries policy which 
threatens to renew tensions in the 
Conservative Party_Page 5 


Virger wins claim 

A woman virger at St Paul* Ca¬ 
thedral who claimed that she was 
demoted and subjected to sexual 
innuendo has won a daim for 
unfair dismissal Page 6 

Antarctic defeat 

Roger Mear, a 45-year-old Briton, 
has abandoned his attempt to 
become the first person to walk 
alone and unsupported across 
Antarctica because of equipment 
failure__Page 6 

Rabin film mystery 

Film of the assassination of 
Yitzhak Rabin raises as many 
questions as it answers, accord¬ 
ing to a small group of Israeli 
journalists permitted to view die 
tape--PageS 

Federal shutdown 

Democrats led by President Clin¬ 
ton remained at odds with Repub¬ 
licans over balancing the federal 
budget causing an unprecedent¬ 
ed second partial shutdown of the 
US Government.Page 8 

Austrians vote for Left 

Austria's far-right populist. Jorg 
Haider, failed Co mate any great 
impact during yesterday's elec¬ 
tions, paving the way for a Social¬ 
ist coalition...-.. P*ge9 

After the peace 

Anthony Loyd first met Srdan, a 
Bosnian fighter, a year ago. In the 
wake of the Dayton agreement he 
returns to Domji Vakuf to see 
how he has fared.Page 10 


Blues have brains as well as brawn 

■ The enduring image of the intellectually challenged 
Oxbridge sports star has been exposed as a myth in a study that 
shows blues outperform their counterparts in the examination 
hall. Analyses of the degree results from several major sports, 
including hockey and rugby, show Oxford blues doing better 
than the average for the university.Page 3 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,041 



ACROSS 

1 Improper, not like this writef (7). 

5 A big meal to make us burst (4-3). 

9 Singers not entirely partial to 
Schubert (5). 

10 Part of America leaders of Ne¬ 
braska and Missouri expanded 
13.6). 

11 When 3t sea. curses tea clippers 
(9). 

12 Quasimodo had such an intuitive 
reeling (5). 

13 Ape caught by Bohemian girl (5). 

15 Youngster dropped off novel (9). 

IS Noble rank, and so on, held by 

another (9). 

19 One depends on the underground, 
and it holds me up (5). 

2) Highwayman quietly leaves for 
Italian dty (5). 

23 Terrible row about policeman 
taking sweetener out East (9). 

25 Steward collects officer a short 
time after party (5-1). 


mnuio 

■opti" 


The solution of 
Saturday's Prize Puzzle 
No 20,040 will appear 
next Saturday. The five 
winners will receive a 
bottle of Knockando, a 
superb Speyside Single 
Malt Scotch whisky and a 
fine leather credit card 
wallet 


26 State of neglect visible as one 
doctor takes look around (5). 

27 Plotter in school engineers back¬ 
ing (7). 

28 More like 2, a learner showing 
such illogical thinking? (7). 

DOWN 

1 Member supporting Tory leader 
on the price of liberty (7). 

2 Delayed arrival of new metal core 
£>• 

3 Popular group, but not the main 
photograph (5). 

4 American resort's goal — in¬ 
troducing a new fare (9). 

5 Stadia in US for sport (5). 

6 Settled boss’s expenses (9). 

7 Cut heads off for lion hunter (5). 

8 Sounded hom, going round hus¬ 
band with canines? (7). 

14 Tricky problem with Italian and 
Goman drink (9). 

16 No need for pupils to adapt to the 
dark here (3^6). 

17 Royal support for each class actor 
(?)- 

18 Small boy taken in by social 
workers early on (7). 

20 List of employees voting outside 
Scottish peat (7). 

22 Eastern king's journey, initiallv in 

rising mist (5). 

23 Some paper reported part of 
church's plan (5). 

24 Guide confused type requiring 
parking place (5). 

Times Two Crossword, page 40 





Two members of the 1st Cavalry leaving Hungary yesterday by train as part of (be first armed US deployment to the fotmerYugosJavia 


BP gas deal: BP is on the verge of 
agreeing a muttibillion-dollar con¬ 
tract with the state oil company to 
develop a huge gas field in the 
southwest of Algeria_Page 40 

£10 billion raft plan: Rail track has 
unveiled a ten-year programme of 
renewal for Britain's ageing rail¬ 
way infrastructure_ Page 40 

Irish plea: Irish politicians are to 
hold talks with the Industry Minis¬ 
ter in London today in an effort to 
break die deadlock over a rescue 
package for Irish Steel.Page 40 

Pension protest Cedric Brown, 
60-year-old chief executive of Brit¬ 
ish Gas. was under siege after it 
was estimated his enhanced pen¬ 
sion could be worth as much as 
£3.4 million_Page 40 
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For the iater* region ty regem forecast 24 hom-; 
a day. dial 0891 500 Mowed fay the appropriate 
code- 


Greater London. 




Kcrt.Sjrrey,Sussex...___ . 7QZ 

DwsetHanto&lOW . .. 703 

Devon B. Cornwall- 704 

WOa.Gtoucs^von.Soms.. . .705 

Berks, Buds, Ovon.— ....__ 708 

BedsJ-terts & Essex_ 707 

Norfolk,SuUrtKCamta_ 708 

West Md & Sth Glam & Omni. . . _ 709 

Strops^erekfeS Won*- 710 

Central Mdands—____71 1 

East MxHands.. 712 

Lines4Humberside_... ._ .713 

Dyfed&Powys- .... _ .. _ . 714 

Gwynedd & CJwyd...715 

NWEntfard. . .. .. 716 

W&STcfHs&Dteea. .....717 

N E England.. .. . . 718 

Cumfana 4 Lake Detect. 719 

S W Scotland. - 720 

W Central Scotland. 721 

Edto S Hfe/LotWan & Borders .722 

E Centra Scotland .. ..721 

Gramptjn 5 E HnNancfc . . .724 

NWScottand.. . „ . 725 

Canmes5.0rtoiey & Shetland. 726 

N Ireland-- . ... ... .... 727 

WeattercaS is charged at 39p per rrmutB [cheap 
rate) and 49p per rrxnite at aJ5 other hows. 


--AABOAP WATCH 

For the latest AA trafWtoadworlvs irtormabon, 
24 hours a day. dial 0336 401 lokhMd by (he 
appropriate code: 

London A Sg traffic, roadwor ks 

Area wrthn M2S.. . ... ..... .731 

Essex/Herts/Bects/Bucta/Berks.Ow)n .... 732 
KenVSirnsy/SusceVHaras.... . _. ... 734 

M2S London Orbital grty.. .... 736 

Kafionaf traffic and roadworks 

National moronrays. 737 

West County ...__ . __ 738 

Wales--- 739 

McBands .... ........... _740 

&asj AngSa.. 741 

North-west England.—_ 742 

Nontwasl Errand_ 743 

Scotland ....... 744 

Northern Wand —i. ” .>45 

AA Roariwaich Is charged at 39p per minute 
(cheep ratal and «9p pet minute at al cth» times. 


Yesterday. Hottest day temp: St Mary's. Isles o( 
Scflly. 12C (54F); lowest day mac Sconybridgo, 
ft»ys, 1C (34F); highest rakifaft Twrigton, 
Somarsel, 0 91Jn; highest sunshine: Aviemare. 
Highland, 3.7hrs 


FLIGHT SAVERS 


£ 




LONDON 
TO EDINBURGH 
OR GLASGOW 


j nuts Air UK en 0345 666777or 

fcantxtyowtrawlagne.Nmajoravdt i 
; arts accepted. Sitject to nattily 
r red apart tax. 

■ ftsttdions apply. • 
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Star turn: Was the Stlar of 
Bethlehem a comet, meteor or 
miracle? Anjana Ahuja on the 
guiding light that led to 
the stable-Page 14 

Full of beans: Nick Nuttall on 
how British scientists are 
using genetics to boost the 
size of crops such as grapes 
and runner beans-Page 14 

Breath of dearth: Nigel Hawkes 
discovers how a mass extinction 
on the Earth may have been 
caused by a surge of carbon 
dioxide......Page 14 

Party pooped: Mary Killen looks 
at the death of the dinner 
party and asks are we all too 
tired — and too poor — to entertain 
our friends?...Page IS 


IN THE TIMES 

■ HEALTHY OPTION 
Five weekends for two 
at a health farm to be 
won in our 12 days of 
Christmas competitions 

■ SOUL SISTER 
The queen of Motown, 
Diana Ross, joins forces 
with the princely funk 
group Soul II Soul 




Billy goes north: When a BBC 
camera crew dropped the Scottish 
comedian Billy Connolly onto 
a polar icecap, the results, 
were not always a barrel 
of laughs..Page 12 

By Byron: The Royal Shakespeare 
Company has staged Lord Byron’S 
Biblical epic, Cain, but makes 
only half a case for its 
revival..-..Page 13 

FuU of beans: Great family fun in 
tiie East End of London. An exuber¬ 
ant staging of Jack and The 
Beanstalk a t the Theatre Royal. 
Stratford East, is a winner, says 
Kate Bassett.--Page 13 

Mahler choice: Karajan'S record¬ 
ing of Mahler’s Sixth Symphony is 
our “Building a Library’’ choice 
this week. _Page 12 







□ General: England and Wales 
will start cloudy almost evexywhere. 
with patchy rain and drizzle in parts 
of the north. This wet weather win 
die out as it moves south during the 
day. Other parts are likely to be dry 
but cloudy. 

Scotland will also be mostly 
doudy with rain arriving in the far 
north this afternoon. Otherwise it 
should be dry, although a little 
drizzle is possible near the east 
coast. Northern Ireland is expected 
to be cloudy with outbreaks of light 
rain and drizzle. 

□ London, Central S, SE, SW 
England, E Anglia, E, W Mid¬ 
lands, Channel Isles, S Wales: 

mainly doudy and dry. but there will 
be patchy ram or drizzle in the north 
later. Wind light and variable. Max 
9C (48F). 

□ Central N, NW, NE, E England, 


N Wales, Lake District, Isle of 
Man, N Ireland: doudy with patchy 
rain, petering out from the north. 
Wind light and variable, becoming 
east light Max 7C (45F). 

□ Borders, Edinburgh & 
Dundee, SW Scotland, Glasgow, 
Central Highlands, Argyll: mainly 
doudy and dry. although patchy 
drizzle is possible in the east Wind 
east light to moderate. Max 6C 
(«F) 

□ Aberdeen, Moray Firth, NE, 
NW Scotland, Orkney: rain or 
sleet pushing down from the north. 
Wind east light to moderate. Max 
SC (41F). 

□ Shetland: sleet or snow. Wind 
northeast moderate, becoming 
north fresh. Max 4C (39F). 

□ Outlook: colder weather 
spreading from the north. Rain in 
the south on Wednesday. 
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Football: England and Scotland 
were drawn in the same group for 
next summer's European champ¬ 
ionship. Pages 21 and 27 

Cricket: The fourth dayin the third 
Test match between South Africa 
and England was rained off. Jason 
GaUian will replace the injured 
batsman John Crawley ^ Page 23 

Footbath Robbie Fowler scored 
twice to give Liverpool a 2-0 win 
over Manchester United, who stay 
seven points behind Newcastle 
United-Page 29 

Rugby union: With inspiration at a 
premium in English rugby, the nat¬ 
ional side face hard graft to justify 
their status as one of the world's 
best teams-Page 25 

Boxing: Frank Bruno is confident 
he will become undisputed heavy¬ 
weight champion of the world after 
watching Mike Tyson make heavy 
weather of his third-round victory 
over Buster Mathis Page 24 

Rugby league: Paul Cook was off 
target with his kicking as Bradford 
Bulls were beaten by Leeds in the 
Stones championship_Page 24 

Equestrianism: Briton Nick Skel¬ 
ton lost a thrilling battle. with 
Ludger Beerbaum of Germany by 
100th of a second in a cup qualify¬ 
ing round at the Olympia Champi¬ 
onships . .. Page 23 




7.8.23.28,35,49. bonus 10. 


Preview: Celebrating tite25tfraati-: 
versary of The Sun s Page- Ifecc 
girls (BBC2, 9.45pm}. Rwhw: 
Lynne Truss on Saigon Baby ,; dra¬ 
ma aboura couple hying to boy a, 
baby in Bangkok •—Page 39 




Russia votes 

Despite the predictable gains of the 
Communists, some good still 
emerged from the Russian 
elections -....Page 17 

John and Gill . 

Education has again became a 
source of political embarrassment 
for the Tories Page 17 

Charlotte’s in a name 

The fashion in first names is tidal 
and mysterious L—Page F7 


WILLIAM REES-MOGG 

Tony Blair’s policies will follow 
from his values. Yet the challenges 
he identifies are the sarae as those 
recognised; by radical /right-wing 
politicians such as John Redwood 
and Newt Gingrich Page ifi 
PETER RIDDELL - 
It is now up to the sceptics whether, 
they put their desire for an outright 
commitment againstBritish partic¬ 
ipation ahead of the Tories* slim 
chances of presenting a common 
European line ahead of thfe . 

election.. > - 

MATTHEW PARRIS 
Do you think that if we still, 
had tails they would be Jurry 
or bald?....---. Page 16 




Fred Urquhart, short-story writer; 
Professor Keith Runcorn, geo¬ 
physicist; Vivian Blaine, American 
actress and singer; dnrgen 
Watteoburg. wartime German 
PoW escaper..-.Page 19 




Damages for libel and personal 
injury claims; Mixed message on 
the merits of drinking; Bar com¬ 
plaints: Standard of maths 
teaching......Page 17. 




Only four years after the fell of 
Communism, a good many'Rus¬ 
sians are plainly disgusted with, the 
system that has taken its place ... 
the new Duma will likely be domi¬ 
nated even more than the old one 
by communist and nationalist 
forces — The Washington Times 
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I\w4||g Test falls 
|L,,-;, victim 

|®F to rain 

§5 ^\ | and storm 

in teacup 


i<a v ote s ^ 

u . . ‘ j i , :' a ni Al 


and Qj|) m 

' : >v •'*!:> 


-SS^T'- 

T- 


--■vai r <■ 

■ ■ .-..‘/‘o' " 

'■ ’flODEli'’ 


Vj, 

: -\-: 




0;SiTUAHJ6s 


a* 






uku i- 'i'V 



24 

Tyson’s 

weakness 

gives 

Bruno 

strength 




25 

England 
decline 
to push 

for better 
strategy 



29 

United 
untied by 
Fowler’s 

striking 

talents 


TIMES SPORT 


MONDAY DECEMBER IS 1995 


THE EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP DRAW AND THE WAY TO WEMBLEY IN 1996 


, .AKW 

'i&m&te- 





GROUP A 

W«.TiMey and Villa Pa^R 


...'..ENGLAND [ 

^fcrieefl reaso.aeirty a: { 

^ci«Trf«rcnhofr< 3cJvanta--«, ; 

and desire are ■; 








?0\.± 






GROUP B 

Etf and Road and St James' ParV 


.SPAIN 

Tough, hanj. collective 
Basque pfir»c*p»es- TSe 
Jean has 2jeen ccasisterrt 
»od shocW reach the semi¬ 
finals. T-i is a lac bet 

. BULGARIA 

;f#$»PjJipiQ'tvs it StoicrAov 

'^KidwcwiWurvfle 
y jaq«ka*arw3#AJSA 94? n 


’atagffies i, 

T.4pa<riao%]teJBMf ijesbire 





scoffiSfo^ 

Craig Brovtn moulded the 
Y«-bo»e around McAUrsier as 
greater ihar. the parts. SO-: 
crddsno insutt.. quarter- 
finals an achievement 







c»jarter-Snal ptece and 
iswty priced at 10-1. 
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GROUP C 

QidTraSocd arte Anfrttfci 


GERMANY 
Townsmen; jnentafty 
second to none, nos* 
prepared to aJtow rtdrvtou*' 
expression. Gc-c-d <rakte at 
5-T. Potential »dm>ers 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

bvcooststeni. wchntcafly 
sound. bt£ too tew players 
can raise toed game more 
then once a »*eet SC-' 
odds unattractr/e. 

ITALY 

,^3feer iotenrnnat*?- Stttina. 
4ho*c6acb tje^ex-es he has 
' tis v*ao:V? oMcner 
1 994 SsfootAcf ressca 

. •; items & 


GROUP 0 

HilHtocroogh and City Ground 





DENMARK 

D<4endtog cha»np*or». out 
bookmakers who c0w*2S1 
are no foote. T?ie high 
status vras a ooe-oB that 
wth not tie repealed. ,..L A '. 

FORTUGAL . ..T’- 

Pretry cn tree eye. I T 
techmcaSy cpItecEr jbetc. -TT-; • 
unproven to the rigours 
of tournament ptey. ; 
10-1 a reasonable belfi 

TURKEY 

Stubborn and ovw-crfcrt 
on Sahao. rt>vu one proven 
scorer. Capable ol matang 
RSe «fftcett tx* oo t<xh«u- 
>o he won ?t 50-.. .. <_ 

.CROATIA 
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RRST-ROUND MATCHES AND VENUES 


THE FINAL STAGES 




gii- OLPTRAFPORD 

Sunday June 9 5 . 00 pm 

Tj? ; | 3 Germany v Czech Repubhc 

j j— Sunday June JB 3.00pm 

■&i* : | Russia v Germany 

Cr_ : 1 24 Wednesday Jme 19 730pm 

I Haty «r Germany 

h&V i ANFIELD 

gj?; ■“ Tuesday June It 4.30pm 

*&>: 1 tely v Russia 

l _- Friday June 14 7.30pm ; 

| K Czech RepubfcvHaiy 
^ _r- ! 23 Wednesday June 19 730pm 

Lti'x’ Russia v Czech Republic 


I ST JAMES' PARK 

Monday Jiro 10 7.1 

i " Romania v France 
Thursday June 13 4.: 

- Bulgaria v Romania 
U Tuesday Ame 18 4J 

’ France v Bulgaria 

| THE VENUE S tj 


_ELL AND ROA D 

Sunday June 9 ; 

2 Spain v Bulgaria 
Saturday June 15 t 

" France v Spain 

Tuesday June 18 ; 

Romania v Spain 


tv t wuK.j ^ ^ fi Uam ee’ ^rii (Newcastle) 

£**££££ Capacity; 35.000 
Old Trafford (Mancb^d^^^^- 
Capactty: 43.000 rnK^-Vq.^^aririnoad (Leeds) 

• 39,000 

(Sheffield) 



HILLSB OR OUGH _ 

i Sunday June 9 7.30pm 

j 4 Denmark v Portugal 

SteidayJune IS 6.00pm 

18 Croatia v Denmark 
2 _ Wednesday June 19 430pm 

Turkey v Denmark 

|~ CITY GROUND ~ 

J Tuesday June Tf 7.30pm 

.j " Turkey v Croatia 

Friday June 14 430pm 

** Portugal v Turkey 

2 y Wednesday June 10 430pm 

i Croatia v Portugal 


WEMBLEY _ 

{ Saturday June 8 3.00pm 

! 7 England v Switzerland 
• Saturday Jime 15 3.00pm 

| ” Scotland v England 
j 2 Q Tuesday June 18 < 

Holland v England 


QUARTER-FINALS 
! WEMBLEY 

[ Saturday Jtaie 22 


i _ Winner group A v | 
Runner-Tip group B; 

[ ANFIELD ■ 

Saturday June 22 j 
. • 630pm j 

* Im Winner group B v : 

• , Runner-up group A j 


| OLD TRAFFORD 1 

I Sunday June 23 1 
! 3 .D 0 om l 


| Winner group C v 
I * Runner-up group D 

VILLA PARK | 


no Winner group D v 
Runner-up group C 


! SEMI-FINALS 
! ; OLD TRAFFORD 


I Wednesday June 26 
4.00pm 

no Anfield wyiner v 
Villa Park winner 


.'■-■r- v 


- «--—j.. 

IA"9 


n ?"r 


FINAL • 

ir - — . 

-■W'f. r-'jr-g- ~ 

I Sunday June 30 

! *1 7.00pm 


i WEMBLEY 

V» t dnesday June 26 
730pm 

on Wembley winner v i 
Old Trafford whiner ! 


1 Match number 




Scotland to renew old rivalries in Euro ’96 finals 


Draw eases England’s path 


By Rob Hughes 

FOOTBALL CORRESPONDENT 

CONSPIRACY seems to have 
turned to compassion for Ter¬ 
ry Venables. After his annus 
horribilis. the England coach 
looked delighted yesterday 
after the draw for the 1996 
European football champion¬ 
ship finals produced the most 
kindly group imaginable. 
England are to play Holland, 
but fear not. for two teams 
qualify from each group, and 
if they cannot dispense with 
Scotland and Switzerland, 
then they are not really in the 
higher echelons of the Euro¬ 
pean game at all. 

Before an estimated _ tele¬ 
vision audience of 6.9 billion 
viewers for the 31 matches can 
be contemplated, before the 
tournament is assessed, it 
must be acknowledged that 
there is a dual chaJloige to 
England. It is not only to ploy 
to the best of their ability, but 
also to orcanise a tournament 
for 16 nations — a marvellous 
vote of faith in the country by 
Lennart Johansson, the Uefa 
president given the horren¬ 
dous memories of Heysel. 
Bradford and Hfllsborough. 

Last Wednesday, at Anfield, 
was the perfect prelude; a 
Dutch side of awesome youth 
and talents, and an Irish 
crowd that took defeat with 
such magnanimity that it is a 
pity that it could not be hired 
to teach its English counter¬ 
parts the ways of dvilised 
sporting behaviour. 

To draw Scotland, despite 
the misleading rumour last 
week that England and the 
Scots would be kept apart, 
focuses this element ft was in 
1988 that Scotland last visited 
Wembley, and it has not been 
felt possible since to take such 
a risk of disorder again. 

It is a fixture that Venables 


and Craig Brown, the Scot¬ 
land manager, have wanted 
for a long time. “It has taken a 
draw to get us together." 
Venables said. “I know the 
behaviour is going to be 
looked at but I am sure it will 
be fine because the fans 
wouldn't like to mess it up for 
the future." 

Optimism was in the air. 
Venables’s own sense of well¬ 
being would not have been 
red ured. by the weekend back¬ 
ing that he received from Sir 
Bert MiQichip. die FA chair¬ 
man, who said that he wants 
Venables to continue in his 
role up to the 1998 World Cup 
and beyond. Earlier com¬ 
ments by Noel White, the 
chahman of the FA’s imema- 



This might be the 
beginning of 
bringing the game 
back on a regular 
basis. It’s a fixture 
we’ve all missed’ 

— Terry Venables 
England coach 


tional committee, had seemed 
to cloud further Venabfes’s 
future. 

Many of the managers in 
Birmingham yesterday, par¬ 
ticularly those drawn in 
groups B or C — groups full of 
menace, quality and unrelent¬ 
ing ambition — also spoke 
diplomatically of their “confi¬ 
dante". But Venables said 
that, behind the scenes, “every 
one of them was insisting that 
their group was tough. We're 
all thinking how difficult the 
standard is going to be." 

Difficult? A curious thing 
happened to the Ladbrokes 
odds minutes after the draw. A 
few days ago, England had 
been offered at the ludicrously 
short odds of 9-2. Now, having 
drawn the easy group, they 
were out to 7-1. The other price 
to alter dramatically con¬ 
cerned Holland, and Guiis 
Hiddink. their manager, said 
that he was astonished that 
they have suddenly been made 
favourites over Germany and 
Italy. 

England's tournament be¬ 
gins at Wembley on June 8 
against Switzerland, with 
whom they drew 1-1 a month 
ago. The Swiss will not. in a 
competitive fixture, control the 
match as they did last month 
for half an hour, and then 
stand back in contentment. 
Switzerland are counted by 
Venables and Hiddink as a 
side of clever organisation, 
and Brown remembers that it 
was Switzerland who beat 
Scotland to World Cup qualifi¬ 
cation for 1994. 

Switzerland^ English man¬ 
ager. Roy Hodgson, the for¬ 
mer PE teacher, was the odd 
man out yesterday. As a part- 
time club manager, part-time 
national coach, his duty lay in 
Italy with Intemazionale. It 
can be assumed that, above 
ail, he would welcome the 


return of Stephane Chapuisat, 
the forward who links with 
Adrian Knup. and who has 
been injured in Germany for 
some time. 

But the Swiss are ageing ar 
the back. Their captain. Alain 
Geiger, looked terribly men 
when Teddy Sheringham 
headed England's goal last 
month, and the one quality 
that nobody can coach into 
players at the end of an 
exacting season is lost youth. 

For the Dutch, there is a 
different kind of conundrum. 
There seems no reason why a 
team builr around eight Ajax 
players, young players who 
have been unbeaten in 17 
games in Europe, should not 
come to the temple of football 



‘We might think the 
England game is the 
finai and forget there 
are two other games. 
It may be a problem 
psychologically’ 

— Craig Brown 
Scotland manager 


and cherish playing England. 
Hiddink. though, remembers 
that Holland left the airport at 
Minsk in June believing that 
they had been eliminated. “We 
came in by the kitchen door, 
and it is not realistic to 
consider us favourites even 
after our performance against 
Ireland at Anfield." Hiddink 
said. 

However, the defeat by Be- 
lorussia had come days after 
the young Dutch celebrated 
Ajax’s European Cup final - 
victory over AC Milan. It 
could happen again; who 
would bet againsr Ajax being 
in the final in Rome on May 
22? “It is a great possibflity." 
Hiddink said. “I have ro make 
two schedules, it is a little bit 
inconvenient" 

The inconvenience of suc¬ 
cess ... but Hiddink. if Ajax 
are not in the European Cup 
final in May, would like to 
take his Holland team to 
Dublin on June 3 to play their 
last preparatory match for 
Euro ^ on Irish soil, as a 
gesture to the wonderful har¬ 
mony of Anfield. 

He insists that Germany or 
Italy are the true favourites. 
Berti Vogts, the Germany 
coach, shrugs and says that 
his team are very young, and 
Arrigo Sacchi simply smiles 
enigmatically at the prospect 
of people wanting to garland 
his Italy team in the same year 
that his selections were ridi¬ 
culed. But none (tf them has 
what England have -- the old 
enemy. That return to Wem¬ 
bley for Scotland will be a 
tournament in itself, and if it 
should turn out as a draw, 
England's “easy" group sud¬ 
denly becomes 

claustrophobic. 

Security threat page I 
Euro TO prospects, page 27 

Scottish view, page 31 
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Eurosport relying on Churchillian outlook 


S ome sports the BBC 
loses, others it just gives 
away, in a week that 
saw I TV make off with Formu¬ 
la One. the corporation decid¬ 
ed that show jumping's 
annual pre-Christmas bun- 
fight at Olympia was just not 
worth the candle. For the first 
time in years, David Vine 
would not have to hurry back 
from the Alps. 

Lack of audience interest 
was the explanation for why 
Olympia has now followed the 
Horse of the Year Show in 
disappearing from the BBCs 
schedules and a conspicuous 
lack of popular protest from 
be-jodhpured. sofa-sore view¬ 
ers suggests ir has a point. As 
far as prime time, terrestrial 
television is concerned, show 
jumping's spot in the limelight 
is over. 

Some, of course, place the 


blame back on the BBC. Over 
the years, coverage got later 
and later and. as a result, 
audiences got smaller and 
smaller, so coverage was 
pushed back even later, audi¬ 
ences got even smaller... and 
so it went on. Eventually the 
BBC ran out of evening - 
which is why a token hour of 
highlights is scheduled for 
lunchtime today on BBC2. 
Curiously, these “highlights” 
go out some six hours before 
the show's big-money finale, 
the P&O Grand Prix. takes 
place. 

Pictures for the programme 
will be provided by Eurosport. 
which has taken over the reins 
as host broadcaster and cele¬ 
brated the fact by sponsoring 
its own event, the quaintly 
named Eurosport Christmas 
Pudding Stakes. Recorded 
highlights of this and the 



Volvo World Cup Qualifier 
were shown at reasonable 
hours by the satellite channel 
on Friday and Saturday, while 
the Grand Prix today is being 
shown live in a two-hour 
programme this evening. You 
do not have to be an equestri¬ 
an to see that at least someone 
has got their priorities right 
Visually, the coverage was 
familiar, but then it would be. 
For in an ironic twist to events, 
when the satellite channel put 
the technical contract out to 
tender, the best bid came from 


... yes, you’ve guessed it die 
BBC Commentary on die 
satellite channel was provided 
by Peter Churchill, whose 
modulated tones are already 
familiar to listeners to Radio 5 
live and who covers most of 
Eurosport's surprisingly ex¬ 
tensive equestrian output In 
Britain, such commitment 
would come under the catego¬ 
ry of flogging a dead sport but 
in Europe, show jumping is 
still a big business. As Chur¬ 
chill pointed out between 
them. John Whitaker and 


Nick Skelton have won the 
best part of £500,000 prize- 
money this year. 

It would be nice to say that 
Eurosport wiU prove the sav¬ 
iour of show jumping, but it 
would not be true. Careful 
guardian is probably a more 
accurate description. Chur¬ 
chill's measured commentary, 
for instance, will please those 
who found the “oohs”. "aahs" 
and “come on. Harveys" of 
Dorian Williams and Ray¬ 
mond Brooks-Ward rather 
over the top. 

But, equally, his meticulous 
reprise of ranking, breeding 
arid career will frustrate oth¬ 
ers, who feel that a few more 
"oohs”, “aahs" and “come on, 
Harveys" is exactly what show 
jumping today needs. He also 
talks rather a lot — an occupa¬ 
tional hazard for commenta¬ 
tors working alone. 


fast disappearing, BBC Sp 
may yet have to reconsider. 


BBC Sport 


Brawl ends 
with injury 
and seven 
sent off 


By Mel Webb and 
Norman de Mesquita 


TEMPERS were still cooling 
yesterday as two of the coun¬ 
try's leading ice hockey teams 
looked back on a mass brawl 
in a match on Saturday which 
had seen six players and the 
Steelers coach sent off. one 
player arrested and another 
put in hospital with a serious 
eye injury. 

The British League premier 
division match, between Shef¬ 
field Steelers and Durham 
Wasps at Crowrree Leisure 
Centre in Sunderland, erupted 
into a skirmish two minutes 
before the end of the second 
period. At first only Ross 
Lambert, of Durham, and 
Nicky Chinn, of Sheffield, 
were involved, but the con¬ 
frontation spread. 

Chinn and his team-mates. 
Tony Hand. Rob Wilson. 
Tommy Plommer and Perry 
Doyle, were sent off. For 
Wasps, Dale Lambert, the 
injured player’s brother, was 
also ejected, but Mike Ware, 
the Durham coach, ensured 
that none of his other players 
left the bench to become 
involved. 

The match, which contained 
more than 200 minutes in 
penalties and eventually end¬ 
ed 6-6. was suspended for 30 
minutes. Lambert was taken 
to Sunderland Eye Infirmary, 
where he was detained for 
further tests. 

Chinn, meanwhile, was 
arrested and later released 
without charge on police bail 
until February 20 so that 
further inquiries could be 
made. 

Ken Swinburne, the Dur¬ 
ham manager, did not allow 
any of his off-ice players to 
become involved with the 
fight. “It was a very ugly 
incident" he said. “Ross had 
terrible injuries about his face 
and we feared for his sight" 

Chinn, a Welshman, is in 
British ice hockey's hall of 
fame after becoming the first 
player to score four times in a 
Wembley cup final. He and 
Ross Lambert 34. a Canadian, 
were involved in an incident 
last season. 


End-of-term 
party spoilt 
by greed and 
indifference 


From Andrew Longmore in tryall, Jamaica 


THE claim made by Nick 
Faldo on the eve of the fifth 
Johnnie Walker world champ¬ 
ionship that someone could go 
berserk at Tryall seems to 
have been borne out Faldo 
was talking about low scoring, 
but as a worthy and coura¬ 
geous sponsorship, worth an 
estimated £15 million, ended 
in a bout of ill-tempered greed 
and casual incompetence, san¬ 
ity has been as rare a com¬ 
modity as a John Daly birdie 
over the past four days. 

At times, the self-styled gen¬ 
tlemen of world sport have 
behaved with all the dignity of 
a bunch of children run amok 
in the sweet shop. 

Excuses are easily trotted 


Scores...._...».33 


out. Everyone is tetchy after a 
long, hard season, everyone 
has off days, the wind was 
fickle, the course not in its best 
shape, but the majority of the 
20-strong field here have been 
searching for a little Christ¬ 
mas pin money and looking 
around for someone else to 
take the responsibility for 
winning. 

In the social whirl which 
has always marked this event 
out as a week of relaxation as 
well as effort- the balance 
seems to have been lost. Too 
much jam. too much of a 
jamboree. The quietest place 
in Tryall over the week has 
been the practice ground. 
Daly has troubled it for 20 
minutes, the rest for the bare 
minimum. Only Faldo and 
Ernie Els have been sighted 
trying to right wrongs after 
bad rounds. 

Who cares if a couple of 
dropped strokes lightens the 
pay packet a fraction, like 
London buses, there will be 


another along in a minute. 
Corey Bavin, for example, the 
US Open champion and one of 
the three winners of major 
championships in 1995 who is 
not here, has won over £1 
million from the'silly season, 
as the ma de-for-television 
events — skins games, pro- 
ams. challenges, world cham¬ 
pionships. whatever name 
masks their true status — of 
November and December are 
fondly termed. 

Daly's respectability had 
vanished midway through the 
second day. when he could 
barely be bothered to find his 
ball, let alone hit it straight 
down the aptly named Tryall 
course. The Open champion 
likened his rounds to the 
football scores over the first 
three days, but he had the 
wrong sport. His card has 
featured more sixes than die 
scoreboard on the centre 
court 

Daly’s farcical performance 
reached its conclusion yester¬ 
day with a final round of 80 for 
a record total of324,40 strokes 
over par. Any chance of stay¬ 
ing inside the four-round high 
of 311. set by Russ Cochran, of 
the United States, in the first 
event four years ago. ended 
with a bogey six at the 2nd. By 
die time he took a triple bogey 
eight on the 15th. including an 
air shot and a water splash, 
the joke was as overblown as 
his prize-money. £35.000 for 
finishing last 

If the tournament folds for 
lack of sponsorship, it could be 
a lasting stain on a record 
already scattered with highs 
and lows. Daly will film a 
commercial for his sponsors. 
Wilson, next week before tak¬ 
ing the Following two weeks 
off, to formulate a few New 
Year's resolutions perhaps. 

His fellow players seem 
happy to count Daly a law 



Couples, fresher than most of his rivals, was a worthy leader after three rounds 


unto himself and leave it that. 
“I am not going to sit here and 
make comments." Fred Cou¬ 
ples. the overnight leader, 
said. “I do not know what it is 
like to shoot 80 three rounds in 
a row. I know the guy can do 
better. I don't know what he is 
doing. It’s a difficult course, 
maybe he's trying to drive all 
the greens." 

In contrast to the shrinking 


violets around him, a combi¬ 
nation of persistent back trou¬ 
ble and a less than hectic 
schedule brought Couples to 
Jamaica fresh and blooming. 
This is the lime of year the 
1992 Masters champion comes 
out to play and if the pickings 
are easier now, when most of 
his serious rivals are whistling 
“White Christmas", the Amer¬ 
ican’s conscience will be trou¬ 


bled no more than the bank 
account of Colin Mont¬ 
gomerie. who was fined £100 
for “a minor breach of eti¬ 
quette" after a stormy exit 
from the 1 8th green at the end 
of the second day. He was not 
the only one to get overheated 
here. The sponsors might fed 
their golden goose has been 
barbecued once too often as 
well. 


Hickman displays perfect timing I Platts signs off with final flourish 


WITHIN ten minutes at 
Ponds Forge, Sheffield, yester¬ 
day. James Hickman set an 
English record at 200 metres 
medley, in 2min 00.7Ssec, 
caused a rumpus by easing 
down in a side pool without 
permission and. seemingly 
unperturbed, proceeded to set 
a British record in the 100 
metres butterfly, in 53.79sec 
(Craig Lord writes!. 

Having already won the 200 
metres butterfly and 400 me¬ 
tres medley, the Stockport 
teenager's tally of titles dou¬ 
bled to four in his busiest few 
minutes of what were, for 


Hickman in particular and 
British swimming in general, 
a splendid winter national 
championships. 

One world record — to 
Mark Foster in the 50 metres 
butterfly. 23.45sec — and six 
British records fell in three 
days of Finals. Foster (21-71 sec 
in the 50 metres freestyle) and 
Nick Gillingham (2min 
Q9.21sec over 200 metres 
breaststroke) also end the year 
as fastest short-course swim¬ 
mers in the world for 1995. in 
the events they will pursue ar 
the Olympics next year. 

Those two are joined by a 


trio of distance freestyle men 
who look bright medal pros¬ 
pects for Atlanta. Paul Palm¬ 
er. in winning the 400 metres 
freestyle l3min 45.45sec). drew 
Ian Wilson to yet another 
lifetime best (3m in 47.25sec). 
with Graeme Smith setting a 
Scottish record of 3min 
50.08s ec. 

Wilson and Smith had set 
British and Scottish records 
respectively in the 1300 me¬ 
tres freestyle on Friday and 
will be joined by Palmer in the 
Olympic trials in March. 


Results, page 33 


GEOFF PLATTS ended his 
time-trial season at the week¬ 
end out of breath but happy to 
have won his 45th event in a 
year in which he has also 
taken national cycling champ¬ 
ionship medals at 25. 50 and 
ICO miles at the age of 40, the 
first veteran rider to do so and 
only the fifth of any age to 
complete the hat-trick (Peter 
BTyan writes). 

Platts, an amateur who 
works for the National Rivers 
Authority near Loughborough 
and had 34 victories to nis 
credit last year, was a clear 
winner of the Chesterfield 


Spire ten-miles trial in 20min 
50sec His warm-up ride of. 15 
miles was longer than the race 
distance. 

"1 expected to record a time 
closer to 22 minutes after a 
disappointing training session 
earlier last week," he said 
yesterday. “And although con¬ 
ditions were both windy and 
very cold I was surprised how 
well 1 went." 

For Platts, who has started 
in 55 trials this year, the 
Chesrerfield event was the last 
of the season for him; he is 
turning his back on the re¬ 
maining few on the calendar 


to take a short rest before 
getting down to serious train¬ 
ing for 1996. 

Gary Thomas, the Wales 
international, missed equal¬ 
ling the event record of 56min 
!5sec by one second in the 
Manchester and District TTA 
25 miles time-trial near Jodrell 
Bank. Good conditions pro¬ 
duced a crop of fast times, with 
Thomas just failing to beat the 
record set by Gethin Butler. 
Britain's best ail-round cham¬ 
pion. two years ago. Jez King, 
the Suffolk rider who revels in 
hard courses, was the runner- 
up, eight seconds slower. 



Show jumping undoubtedly 
has its problems — a Jack of 
women riders competing at 
the top level, (the battle of the 
sexes never loses its appeal), 
intrusive sponsorship (if Chur¬ 
chill said Volvo once on Satur¬ 
day. he said it a hundred 
times) and those endlessly 
unexciting first- rounds. But 
onoe foe competition pro¬ 
gresses to a jumpoff against 
foe dock, ft stfll make pretty 
good television—as the World 
Cup Qualifier on Saturday, 
where 0.l6sec separated the 
top three, showed. 

After 30 years of getting over 
the novelty of colour television, 
show jumping’s glory days are 
unlikely to return. But present¬ 
ed correctly, it still has the 
capacity to thrill and entertain. 
With alternative attractions 


Ordieb secures 
third triumph 


PATRICK OUTLIER of Austria, the former Olympic 
tampion, captured his third career victory in foe thud 
Sn raceoftheWorld Cup season in 
on Saturday. “IVe raced this course at least 30 I know 

tih. Doiiio italv wsterdav. ending the 100 per cent record 


Hans Knaus, of Austria, scored his nrstWond uip wpmty 
at Alla Badia. Italy yesterday, €Dfte_ihe lOOper crat 
of Michael Von Gruenigen, of Switzerland, ui the giant 
slalom this season. Knaui was fastest in both legs, winning 
with™ combined time of 2min 

in a storming second run to daun serond platt. 0.69sec 
behind Knaus. and maintain his lead in the standing 


Regan bang on target 


BOXING; Robbie Regan, of Wales, collected the 
tional Boxing Federation interim flyweight title by knockifl e 
out Ferid Ben Jeddou. of Tunisia, in foe second round on 
Saturday in Cardiff- Chris Pyatt regained foe Onmnon- 
wealth fight-middleweight tide by 

Kevin Kelly, of Australia. In Philadelphia, Henry 
Akinwande, of London, outpointed International Boxing 
Federation heavyweight champion, Tony Tucker, who was 
ranked No 3. Akinwande will consequently move up a 
couple of places in the rankings and will be closer to a 
challenge for a world title. 


Cardiff leave it late 


ICE HOCKEY: Cardiff Devils maintained their position at 
the top of the premier division with a 10-5 win oyer-Milton 

Keynes Kings, but they needed six goals in the third period 

before confirming their superiority over a hard-working 
Kings team (Norman de Mesquita writes). In the first 
division, Bracknell lost some ground in a 5-5 draw with 
Telford but lowly Peterborough, at last putting together a 
competitive team, gained a valuable .win --away to 
Murrayfield with Parker scoring five of their eight goals. 


George makes mark 


ATHLETICS; Emma George, of Australia, broke the 
women’s pole vault world record for a second time bi as 
many weeks at a meeting in Perth yesterday. 'Hie 2 I-year-old 
from Melbourne reached 4.28 metres, bettering the record 
she set in Melbourne a fortnight ago by 0.03 metres. It is the 
seventeenth time foe women's pole vault world record has 
been bettered. 


Austrians dominate 


SKIING: E1C Eder. right 
and Anita Wachter won the 
women's World Cup slalom 
and combined events to 
maintain Austria’s domina¬ 
tion of the St Anton piste 
yesterday. Eder finished 
0.85sec ahead of Urska 
Hrovat with another Slove¬ 
nian. Katja Koren, 039sec 
further back in third. 
Michaela Dorfmeister. of 
Austria, won foe downhill 
on Saturday. 



Scotland retain title 


CURLING: Scotland's men retained their European 
championship tide at Grindelwald. Switzerland, but foe 
women’s team went down 8-3 to Germany in their final and 
settled for silver. The men beat Switzerland, and their 
vociferous horn-blowing support 4-2. England's men 
finished sixth to keep their entry qualification for foe world 
championships. 


Cappellini champion 


POWER BOATING: Guido Cappellini. of Italy, captured 
his third Formula One world inland championship in Abu 
Dhabi on Saturday. He finished ninth in the last event in foe 
eight-race series, which was won by Jonathan Jones, of 
Wales, who finished fourth in the final table. Jones, himself 
a triple champion, had been considering retirement but has 
landed more sponsorship for next season and will continue. 


stiom 




Depth Weather 

{cm) Conditions Runs to I5prry Last 
L U Piste Off/p resort X snow 


AUSTRIA 

Gaitur 20 55 far varied fair sun 

(Nearly all hits and runs open) 

ischgl 30 70 good varied fair sun 

(Mostly good but some wonYcy patches) 
obeigural 40 45 far varied worn fine 

(Meted conditions wifh some runs good, others rocky) 

CANADA 

Whistler 35 145 good powder lair snow 

(Snowing lightly with more expected- good sfdinof 
FRANCE 


AJpe Dhuez 35 100 

(Fresh snow and mostly 
Evauer 25 90 

(Good sirring with fresh ; 
Va! d'fs&e 10 100 


xxJ varied good snow 

skraig- odd worn patch) 
rod powder art . snow 

f. poor visibility) 

fair vaiied art cloud 


2 17/12 


(More runs open today but sitll waring for snowtaBs) 
SWITZERLAND 

Dawos 10 45 latr varied fair sun 

(Good sk&ng available on many runs: 34/55 lifts open) 

Vertser 0 00 far heavy closed cfoud 

(More Mis gradually opening up: snow forecast) 

Zermatt 0 70 fair poor closed fine 

(Sunoegpa pistes wearing but not too busy) 


3 14/12 


1 15/12 


Source: Ski Club of Great Britain L - lower slopes, U - upper; art - artificial 
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Rain rules out possibility of result at Kingsmead and shortens odds on drawn series 
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England prepare 
to give Gallian 
place in Test side 

ft*OM Alan Lee. cricket correspondent, in Durban 


THERE have only been four 
0-0 draws in Test scries of five 
games or more, the Iasi of 
them 24 years ago. But after a 
weekend of incessant rain in 
Durban, permitting only 35 
minutes of cricket and guaran¬ 
teeing England a third 
successive draw with South 
Africa, the prospect or stale¬ 
mate is hanging heavily over a 
winter series desperately in 
need of a reawakening. 

Bad weather has hounded 
this tour at almost every venue 
and. but for Michael 
Atherton's titanic innings in 
Johannesburg, the Tests here 
are in danger of being remem¬ 
bered entirely for the unsea- 
■sonal rain. Play at Kingsmead 
was abandoned at lunchtime 
yesterday, without a ball 
bowled, and if there is no 
cricket on the final day today, 
two-thirds of the playing 
hours in the first and third 
Tests combined will have been 
lost to the elements. 

The only previous 0-0 draws 
involved two series between 
India and Pakistan, in 1954-55 
and 1960-61. England in India 
in 1963-64 and the West Indies 
v New Zealand series eight 
years later. The potential for a 
further scoreless outcome here 
does not depend upon the 
weather, for the two remain¬ 
ing Tests are to be played on 
the slow, batsmen-friendly 
surfaces ai Port Elizabeth and 
Cape Town. 

Both sides are already plan¬ 
ning ahead. England have 
summoned Jason Gallian 
from Pakistan, where he was 
playing for the A team, to 
replace the cruelly injured 
John Crawley. Gallian is like¬ 
ly to go straight into the Test 
team in Bart Elizabeth on 
Boxing Day and the chances 


SOUTH AFRJCA- El»si Jnrfr^s 235 fP J 
Marlin 4 tor 60) 

ENGLAND: Fksl Innings \ 

*M A Atherton c Hudson b Donald.. 2 
Him. 6 bails) 

A J Stewart c Hudson b Matthews. 41 
(130mm, 85 bate, 8 lours) 

G P Thorpe c Cuffinan b Donald .. 2 
(17mm. Tl bads) 

R A Smith c McMUan b Matthews.. 34 
(94min, 73 beds, 6 lours) 

GA Hick not out. 3! 

(ICEmin. 83 bate, 6 lours) 
tfi C RuseeB c Rhodes b Matthews 8 
(43mm. 29 bads. 1 four) 

DGCorknotout.23 

l45frin. 31 bats. 3 lours) 

Extras (lb 4. nb 7). 11 

Total [5 wkts. 48.1 overs, 221 min) 152 
J I* Crawley. PJ Martin. M C llott and R K 
Mngwcirih to baL 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-2 (Stewart 0). 
2-13 (Suswori 4). 3-83 (Stewart 36). 4-93 
(Hick 4). 5-109 (Hick 12). 


are he will be confronted by 
the most talked about cricket¬ 
er in South Africa. Paul Ad¬ 
ams. the teenage spin bowler. 

Refer Pollock and his fellow 
selectors have frustrated their 
public by delaying the inevita¬ 
ble introduction of Adams to 
Test cricket but they haw 
chosen their moment skilfully. 
If Adams, having bowied con¬ 
sistently well for Western 
Province over recent weeks, is 
today named, as expected, in 
ihe South Africa squad for the 
last two Tests, it will be 
acclaimed as much for ils 
political as its cricketing 
significance. 

The attention focused upon 
Adams, a Cape Coloured from 
a humble fishing family, will 
be immense and J understand 
the South African president. 
Nelson Mandela, is being 
asked lo attend the Test match 
to underscore the momentous 
nature of his inclusion. Eng¬ 
land. whose batsmen have 
already been embarrassed 
once by the singular style of 
Adams, will not greet the 
selection with such 
enthusiasm. 



Gallian: unflappable 


BOWUNG: Donald 12.1-1-57-2 (nt. 2 
4-0-18-2,4-1-16-0, 4.1-0-23-0), PoUock 
15-2-39-0 (ntJ 5; 4-0-10-0, 7-1-17-0,4-1- 
12-0); Matthews 12-5-31-3 (5-3-100, 
7-2-21-3); McMHtan 03-21-0 (nb V. 4-1- 
14-0.5-2-7-0). 

SCORING NOTES: Thfcd day: Ploy 
1235 to 1254pm- 138-5 (45.1 overe, 
207mln) Hck 25. Cork 16. Ptay 110 to 
124pm. Play abandoned at 3.45pm. 
Fourth day: No play — abandoned at 
1 Opm. 

Umpires: S A Bucfcnor (West Indies) and 
D L Orchard TV replay umpire: K E 
Uebenberg Match referee: C H Lloyd 
(Wes) Indies) 

RESULTS: Firs* Teat (Pretoria) draw 
Second Tart (Johannesburg)’ drawn 

TESTS TO COME: Fourth (Port Eliza¬ 
beth): Dec 26 to 30. Fifth (Cape Town) 
Jan 2 lo 6. 

□ Compiled by BiK Frindall 


The touring team must 
make a change of (heir own. 
however, after the lorn ham¬ 
string sustained by Crawley 
during South Africa's lengthy 
last-wickcl stand on Friday. 
Although Crawley is remain¬ 
ing with the party, it is 
acknowledged that he will r>o! 
recover in time to play again 
in the series arid it is ironic 
that his place will probably go 
to his Lancashire team-male. 
Gallian, who is due to arrive 
in Durban tomorrow after a 
tortuous, five-flight journey 
from Peshawar. 

Thai Gallian. a specialist 
opening batsman, was (he 
choice as replacement in pref¬ 
erence to an in-form middle- 
order player, such as Nasser 
Hussain, is revealing. It 
emphasises that, without an 
established No 3 in the side, 
the one striking folly in En¬ 
gland's initial tour selection 
was to include only two open¬ 
ers; and it betrays the manage¬ 
ment's complete loss of 
confidence in Mark 
Ramprakash. 

Raymond Illingworth, the 
team manager, confirmed yes¬ 
terday that, despite the vacan¬ 
cy so rapidly renewed by 
Crawley's misfortune. Ramp¬ 
rakash wit] not be considered 
at No 3 for the remainder of 
the series. It is belittling for a 
man who bestrode the county 
scene so majestically last sum¬ 
mer but is is not an unfair 
judgment. Ramprakash'S con¬ 
sistent failure to impose him¬ 
self at the highest level 
remains a mystery but, when 
exposed in so crudai a pos¬ 
ition. he endangers the confi¬ 
dence of those around him. 

Atherton, the captain, be¬ 
lieves that the need is for some 
“stodge" in England's upper 
order. Himself apart, the Eng¬ 
land batting is comprised 
entirely of shotmakers. a con¬ 
tributory factor to their precar¬ 
ious position after two days of 
this match on a pitch of no 
obvious malice. 

Gallian, who augments a 
solid technique with an un¬ 
flappable temperament, was 
arguably unfortunate not to be 
chosen for the tour originally, 
having opened the batting in 
the final Test last summer. But 
he has scored heavily in 
Pakistan, arrives with the full 
recommendation of John 
Emburey. his A team manag¬ 
er. and is likely to feature in 
the England party for the 
World Cup, which begins in 
February. 




Lloyd dismisses tampering claim 

From Alan Lee 


CRAIG MATTHEWS, the 
South Africa seam bowler 
seen by his peers as one of the 
most honest and unassuming 
of modem Test cricketers, 
reacted with sadness and in¬ 
dignation yesterday to an alle¬ 
gation of ball-tampering in the 
third Test against England. 

The accusation, based on 
television footage of play on 
Friday, was dismissed by 
Clive Uoyd, the match referee, 
yesterday as “a storm in a 
teacup". Having declared 
there to be no case to answer, 
Uoyd reminded ail the players 
that “whatever they do must 
be above reproach". 

This is a direct reference to 
the dangers inherent in play¬ 
ing under the multi-angled 


scrutiny of a dozen television 
cameras capable of portraying 
as sinister a bowler or fielder 
innocently going about his 
normal business. Michael 
Atherton, who viewed devel¬ 
opments yesterday with a wry 
detachment discovered this at 
Lord’s last year, when the 
witch-hunt that followed the 
dirt-in-pocket affair almost 
persuaded him to resign the 
England captaincy. 

Only a fortnight ago. in 
Australia, the Sri Lanka team 
was reported by the umpires 
during the Perth Test for 
altering the condition of the 
ball. Their punishment from 
Graham Dowling, the match 
referee, was no more than a 
slap on the wrist but it 
restored ball-tampering to 
public debate. 


The episode this weekend 
could be regarded as trivial, a 
distraction on a rainy day. But 
it has its serious side. Mat¬ 
thews explained that he had 
been woken shortly before 
2am by an unidentified jour¬ 
nalist seeking a comment on 
something of which he knew 
nothing. Matthews said: "It 
kept me awake fora long time. 
It upset me very much. I 
always play the game hard 
but fairly and I don't want to 
take this sort of thing lightly." 

Matthews's plausible justifi¬ 
cation of pictures showing him 
using his thumb around the 
seam of the bail was that this 
is his custom whenever he 
begins a spell. “Anyone who 
has bawled will know' it is that 
part of the seam which attracts 
all the scuff marks. By habit. 1 


lick my fingers and run them 
along the edge of the seam to 
shine the ball." 

Shaun Pollock, who was 
shown by Sly Television pic¬ 
tures on Saturday apparently 
digging his fingernails into the 
ball while drying it, was not 
presented for interview yester¬ 
day but the scope for scandal 
within this subject is. for two 
reasons, negligible. 

Umpires now inspect the 
ball regularly 10 check on its 
condition and will report any 
bowler guilty of significantly 
altering it But few' bowlers act 
entirely to die letter of the law 
when handling the ball and, 
as one former England bowler 
said yesterday: “If Matthew's 
is found guilty for that. I will 
give you another 100 names 
immediately." 


Memories of Dexter’s epic drive lift Durban depression 


I I! WOODCOCK 

At Kingsmead 


T he past two days here at 
Kingsmead have been 
depressing beyond 
words. To Jose a few hours, 
sometimes a whole day, of a 
Durban Test match is not 
unusual; but this one has been 
completely ruined by the 
weather. 

It was developing into a real 
scrap, too. On the first two 
days there was some good 
bowling and some very good 
catching in conditions that 
promoted swing and occa¬ 
sional movement off the 
seam. Runs were understand- 
ably scarce, and no sooner did 
one side seem to establish an 
advantage than the other hit 
back. For England, then- 
choice of bowlers embellished 
the text 

One of the commentary 
boxes at the ground would 
pass for a holiday home for 


superannuated England cap¬ 
tains. There, as elsewhere 
among the England team’s 
followers; there was conster¬ 
nation last Thursday morning 
at the omission from Michael 
Atherton’s side of the mercuri¬ 
al Malcolm and the yeoman 
Fraser. Where were the fire¬ 
works and the perseverance 
and the acquired knowledge 
to come from, it was asked. 

In the event, England bene¬ 
fited by the changes. Martin 
displays certain old-fashioned 
values; he pitches the ball up 
and is decently accurate. At 27, 
he is ready for his chance, and 
as loQg as he does not damage 
his back by bowling too many 
bouncers he could well be¬ 
come a fixture. 

For Llott to do the same, he 
wiD need to move the ball 
about appreciably more than 
he did on the first day here. 


Bowling left-arm over the 
wicket at medium pace, it is 
difficult to do as little with a 
new ball as he did in his 
opening spell then. But he 
provides a contrast, and he 
looked more of a proposition 
on Friday when he picked up 
three useful wickets. 

It was Richard Illingworth, 
though, who first fenced 
South Africa .in after they had 
scored 50 in the opening hour 
of the match without a mo¬ 
ment’s anxiety; and there was 
a dear message to be found in 
that It was that no side 


should take the field against 
South African opposition 
without a good specialist spin¬ 
ner. It was no coincidence, 
surely, that when England 
made do with the imitation off 
breaks of Graeme Hick in the 
second Test match in Johan¬ 
nesburg South Africa made 
ail the runs they needed. 

Time and again over the 
years I have watched South 
African batsmen, even some 
prolific ones, disconcerted by 
orthodox slow bowlers simply 
dropping the ball on a length. 
There is no need to possess 


any great powers of spin. 
Accuracy is the key; plain, 
unwavering accuracy, with 
the wind to be harnessed for 
drift when it blows as stiffly as 
it did in Durban on Thursday 
and often does in Port Eliza¬ 
beth. In his maturity, Richard 
Illingworth has become a 
sound professional operator, 
lacking, perhaps, the virtuosi¬ 
ty of a Wardle or Ihe venom of 
an Underwood, but thorough¬ 
ly competent for all that 
Included in the South Afri¬ 
ca party for the next Test 
match, to be named today, 
may well be Paul Adams, the 
little Cape Coloured conjuror, 
who bowls spinners out of the 
back of his left hand. No one 
is keener that he should be 
than Dr Ali Bacher, the guid¬ 
ing tight of South African 
cricket who sees the develop¬ 
ment of Adams as a providen¬ 


tial way of boosting the game 
among South Africa’s non¬ 
whites. England’s batsmen. 1 
fancy, are equally keen that 
Adams should be kept as far 
away from them as possible, 
though they would never, of 
course, say so. 

The South African selector 
is an inveterately cautious 
soul. As a type, he has long 
tended to take the attritional 
option and the well-wom 
South African formula of 
lining up a succession of fast 
or fastish bowlers who give 
next to nothing away makes 
them a very hard side to beaL 
In only four of their past 15 
Test matches have they played 
a spinner. They have been 
suspicious of doing so ever 
since Hugh Tayfield retired 
some 35 years ago, as suspi¬ 
cious as even the West Indi¬ 
ans are now. 


So the good doctor cannot 
be sure that his wish will be 
granted and that Adams, even 
if he is in the squad for Port 
Elizabeth, will actually play 
there. If he does it will open 
up the series, and after the 
frustration of the weekend 
that is much needed. This is 
Durban's 26th Test match (the 
first was in 1910) and by some 
way its wetlesL 
Even the Country Club was 
deserted yesterday. There. 30 
years ago. Ted Dexter became 
the talk of the local sporting 
world by driving the last 
green. Modern technology 
had yet to make a hit of 285 
yards seem commonplace — 
and people still came to Dur¬ 
ban to watch cricket in the 
sunshine. Gary Player, by the 
way, reckoned Dexter to be as 
fine an English striker of a 
golf ball as he ever saw. 
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Towering effort sees 
off eager Leicester 


IF EVER there was a time 
when London Tbwers were 
going to falter in pursuit of 
their first Budweiser League 
basketball title, it should have 
been the past week when they 
were missing Tony Windless, 
their key American forward, 
(Nicholas Harling writes). 

Without their man from 
Memphis, who was hurt when 
he crashed into his team's 
bench during the 7-Up Trophy 
semi-final against Bir¬ 
mingham Bullets last Tues¬ 
day, Towers were expected to 
succumb to their rivals, 
Manchester Giants, on Friday 
and perhaps even to Leicester 
Criy Riders, the nest evening. 
But they won both games to go 
six points clear at the top. 

Nobody found adversity 
more challenging than Steve 
Bucknall who, after hitting the 
Giants for 27 points during the 
SJ-77 win on Friday, scored 
another 29 in his team’s 79-59 
success at Leicester. And no¬ 
body is more loath to over¬ 


emphasise the value of one 
man than the Towers coach, 
Kevin Cadle. "We played the 
pre-season without Tony, he 
said, “and we did OK then. All 
we needed now was for some¬ 
one to step up and score points 
from inside and Neville Aus¬ 
tin has done that" 

Indeed, Austin did collect 24 
chi Friday but on Saturday it 
was Bucknall*s ten successive 
poinis for Towers that in¬ 
spired a 17-0 streak at the start 
of the final quarter that turned 
the game on its head. 

Birmingham Bullets, 
London's hosts m the second 
leg of the Trophy on Wednes¬ 
day ~ when they resume only 
two points adrift — led for 
most of the game but still 
managed to go down 98*83 to 
Thames Valley Tigers. 

Sheffield Sharks go into die 
other Trophy semi-final at 
Ponds Forge on Wednesday, 
leading Worthing Bears by a 
point after taking the first leg 
on Saturday 87-86. 


JULIAN HERBERT 



John Whitaker en route to victory on Everest Randi 


Skelton’s gamble just fails 


LUDGER BEERBAUM. of 
Germany, the Olympic cham¬ 
pion. won the Volvo World 
Cup qualifier at Olympia on 
Saturday by one hundredth of 
a second from Nick Skelton, of 
Britain, after one of the most 
spectacular jump-offs in the 
23-year history of the show. 

With the world’s top 14 
riders competing—and a bold 
new course designer in Aki 
Ylaenne, of Futland — a top- 
class contest had never been in 
doubt. But the quality of 
jumping in the seven-horse 
final round against the dock 
exceeded all expectations. 

Beerbaym had the disad¬ 
vantage of going second. 
“With so many top riders 
coming after me I knew I had 
to go as fast as 1 dared." he 
said. In the 13-year-old Han¬ 
noverian Gaylord — the win¬ 
ner of the grand prix last year 
and runner-up in the World 
Cup — he had a horse to 
match his courage. Their tum 
into the third fence was so 


By Jenny MacArthur 

acute it was difficult to believe 
they had pulled it off. “There 
aren't many other horses 1 
would have tried it on." 
Beerbaum said. They finished 
in a time of 33.49sec 

Jan Tops, of Holland, on 
Top Gun La Silla and Hugo 
Simon, of Austria, on Apricot 
D. two of Europe’s leading 
riders, had both failed to 
match the German’s time 
before Skelton, on his World 
Cup-winner, Everest Dollar 
Girl, entered the ring. 

Knowing he had to produce 
something extra, Skelton took 
a daring short cut across the 
arena to the fifth fence. “I 
suddenly saw a gap and went 
for it." he said. With the crowd 
screaming him on it looked as 
if his gamble had succeeded 
but, looking up at the dock, he 
saw his time of33-50sec—and 
shook his head in disbelief. 

Beerbaum's compatriot, 
Franke SJootbaak. the world 
champion, was last to go on 
Weihaiwej. It wou Id have been 


hard to produce a more fluent, 
polished round but it left him 
in only third place.Yesterday 
Skelton. 37. had some compen¬ 
sation when Everest Dollar 
Girl won The Christmas 
Hamper competition. Al¬ 
though the prize was £3.500 — 
compared with the £20,000 
car won by Beerbaum in the 
qualifier — Skelton was 
delighted with the perfor¬ 
mance of his 15-year-old mare. 

“She’s jumping better than 
ever — she just loves it," he 
said. The mare’s career 
winnings now amount to 
£850.000 and Skelton, who 
will rest her now and ride 
Showtime in the grand prix 
tonight, has won £250.000 
with her since January. 

The Whitaker brothers have 
produced the only other Brit¬ 
ish wins. John won The 
Christmas Knockout on Ever¬ 
est Randi yesterday and Mich¬ 
ael gained his second success 
on My Messieur in Ihe Christ¬ 
mas Cake Stakes on Saturday. 



taken 
over Lara’s 
gesture 
of defiance 

By Mel Webb 

WORLD cricket's most cele¬ 
brated dissident. Brian Lara, 
is to have no acliun taken 
against him for withdrawing 
from the West Indies parti- for 
the World Series Cup iuuma- 
mem, being played ai present 
in Australia. Indeed, it would 
seem that it has been left to 
him to return to the team 
when he feels like iL 
Lara withdrew from ihe 
Australian tour the day after 
he had become one of four 
West Indies cricketers who 
had fen per cent deducted 
from their fees for breaches of 
discipline during the tour to 
England earlier this year. 

Lara Is dispute wirft the West 
Indies Cricket Board of Con¬ 
trol IWICBC) has become 
something of a cause celebre 
for the 26-year-old Trinidadi¬ 
an left-hander. He is believed 
to have become increasingly 
disenchanted with the captain¬ 
cy style of Richie Richardson 
during the England (our. a 
feeling that erupted into a 
confrontation after the fourth 
Test at Old Trafford. when 
Lara is said to have accused 
Richardson of failing to inject 
enough discipline info The 
team. 

In his report to the WICBC. 
Richardson said he was not 
“prepared to bow to a ny 
egotistical people who have 
agendas". Lara walked out 
after the heated exchange, 
saying he had “retired", but 
subsequently rejoined the 
touring side after an interven¬ 
tion by Peter Short, the 
WICBC president. 

Lara, who was under the 
impression that the matter 
had been resolved, was 
shocked to learn of the fine 
levied upon him and promptly 
withdrew from the squad, 
which was due to leave for 
Australia two days later. 

The WICBCs latest decision 
was announced by Short after 
a special general meeting of 
members of the executive. “As 


Scoreboards---33 


no contractual agreements 
were in force between Brian 
Lara and the WICBC for this 
tour, there was no breach of 
contract and subsequently no 
disciplinary action is rele¬ 
vant.” he said. 

Was this, then, the end of 
the matter, bearing in mind 
the forthcoming World Cup in 
India, Pakistan and Sri Lan¬ 
ka? “From our point of view it 
is," Short said. “I am sure it is 
the wish of the board and all 
West Indians that he will be 
available for the World Cup." 

Lara's absence was given 
added poignancy by a dismal 
West Indies performance 
against Australia in their 
World Series Cup match in 
Adelaide yesterday. They were 
were beaten by 121 runs and 
never threatened the Austra¬ 
lian total of 242 for six as they 
subsided to their second em¬ 
phatic defeat in three days. 

West Indies never recovered 
after losing their first four 
wickets for 17 runs by the 
ninth over. Chanderpaul (391 
and Harper (31 not out) strove 
unavailingly to give the score- 
board a measure of respect¬ 
ability; a perplexed Richard¬ 
son, meanwhile, was left to 
hope for an early end to Lara’s 
sabbatical. 

□ There was an exciting end 
to New Zealand's one-day 
international against Pakistan 
in Christchurch, the home side 
winning with one ball and one 
wicket in hand. 
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Bradford 
pay penalty 
as Cook 
loses recipe 
for success 


Bradford Bulls .12 

Leeds.16 


By Christopher Irvine 


FOR the third time this sea¬ 
son, Paul Cook’s goaMdting 
decided a Yorkshire rugby 
league derby in favour of 
Leals. Yesterday, his misses, 
in a Bradford shirt, were the 
difference in an abject 
encounter. 

The England wine's rein¬ 
carnation last week from 
Leeds bull’s eye to Bradford 
Bull was an unexpected one, 
and certainly seemed to have a 
disorientating effect. Cook 
landed two from in front of the 
posts, but was off target with 
four other attempts. 

Leeds, reduced by injuries to 
playing the final quarter with 
12 players, responded to their 
plight, as Bradford shrank 
from their task. When Har¬ 
mon plunged over for his 
second and the visitors’ win¬ 
ning score in the 74th minute, 
the Bulls lost what little heart 
and direction they had. 

The home side also ended in 
the wars, with Nickle, their 
one forward of real conviction, 
carried off. For Leeds, the 
absence through injury of 
Holroyd, fro and bines for the 
visit by London Broncos to¬ 
morrow. leaves them in 
disarray. 

Not that Leeds are really m 
any position to take advantage 
of Wigan's extraordinary slip 
at Oldham. St Helens, espe¬ 
cially if they could win at 
Central Park on Boxing Day. 
are in a marginally better 
position. However, the formal¬ 
ity of Wigan’s march to a 
seventh successive Stones 
Championship title continues 
to render most of the league 
season meaningless and pro¬ 
duces mundane contests like 
this one yesterday at OdsaL 

Tactical kicking was woeful 
from both sides and retention 


Oldham produced one of the 
surprise results of the season 
when they beat Wigan, the 
world dub champions. 28-26 
in a Stones Championship 
match at the Watershedd- 


ings yesterday. Without 
eight first-team players. Old¬ 
ham battled bravely but 
were trailing 26-22 with four 
minutes left when Martin 
Crompton, a former Wigan 
player, touched down near 
the posts. Francis Maloney 
kicked the winning points. 


ot possession no better. It took 
pieces of individualism to 
lighten the gloom. Harmon's 
driving play was rewarded 
with his first short-range 
touchdown. Nickie’s reply was 
an unstoppable solo effort, as 
was that of Holroyd with an 
angled run to the right comer. 

There was brief confusion 
between the touch judges be¬ 
fore Cook's second penalty 
attempt was declared not to 
have gone over. There was a 
further miss before he finally 
found his target before the 
break. Immediately after¬ 
wards. Paul sped 40 metres 
from a scrum. Cook failed to 
convert, but a second penalty 
gave Bradford a tvw>-point 
lead which they held for 25 
minutes. Although bruised 
and depleted. Leeds rode out 
Bradford's subsequent attack¬ 
ing efforts, before Harmon’s 
decisive intervention. 


SCORERS: Bradford Tries: Nfcfcto. Pauf. 
Goals: Cock |2J Leads: Tries: Hamor (3). 
Holroyd Goals: Holroyd. Cumins 

BRADFORD BULLS: FI &mpson. G Ctms- 
le. M Cal Hud P LougWn. P Cook. N 
Summers (5u& C Hassan. TSmml. R Raul; 
Bran McOetmcrt. J Donohue (sub N 
Graham. 64). J Hamer (sub E BoumewSa. 
99), P Medley. S NcWc. S Km* tsub A 
7117 * 1.021 

LEEDS: A Gibbons. M Gotten. K tro (sub 
Field. 53). C HaS. F Cummns; C Innes (sub 
D Gttbore. 71. G Hclroyd. N Harmon, j 
Lowes. Barrta McDermon (sub H Howard 
451.G Mann. J Feld (a* AMorfey. 45). M 
Foreha*. 

Referee: R Smith 


Britain’s WBC heavyweight title-holder scornful of former champion^ aspiratigis 


Tyson’s lacklustre 

to 



impress Bruno 


From Srikumar Sen, boxing correspondent, in phuadelfhia 


FRANK BRUNO could be the 
undisputed heavyweight 
champion of the world by the 
end of next year — if his 
assessment of Mike Tyson’s 
performance against Buster 
Mathis Jr ar the Spectrum 
here on Saturday night is 
correct While the pundits 
were hying to analyse why 
Tyson took three rounds to 
subdue his flabby opponent 
Bruno was already insisting, 
that he had seen nothing in 
Tyson’s performance to 
change his view that he could 
beat the former champion 
and, indeed, the other two 
champions, Bruce Seldon 
(World Boxing Association) 
and Frans Botha, of South 
Africa (International Boxing 
Federation). Once Bruno gets 
past Tyson, the other two 
champions, who are third 
rate, would fall to the Briton. 

Tyson’S untidy struggle to 
bring the contest under his 
control left Bruno in no doubt 
that he could deal with foe 
monster of the ring without 
too much fuss. “Iron Mike is 
rusty Mike," Bruno said. “He 
is there for the taking. I will 
knock him out in five rounds. 
Tyson didn’t show much. He’s 
just going through the mo¬ 
tions. I am 210 per cent better 
than when I fought him last 

"I’m a stone and a half 
heavier and much stronger. 
Tyson could not live with me. 
For five rounds he will not live 
with me. He doesn't look right 
I am not a clairvoyant or a 
medium, but there's some¬ 
thing wrong with him." 

Bruno said that when he 
was invited to No 10 recently, 
he told the visiting President 
Clinton that he would beat 
Tyson. 

“I told President Clinton 
‘your boy's going to get. a 
whipping on the night,’" Bru¬ 
no said. “I told him. it will be 
England against the United 
States and I don’t want to 
embarrass England- I said 


Tyson was going to look good 
on my CV." 

On the face of it, the former 
champion certainly did not 
look like the Tyson of old. His 
timing was poor.. He missed 
and punched the air trying to- 
catch Mathis. In. the first 
round, Tyson was unable to 
land a punch while Mathis 
worked away inside. Having 
been trained by Joey Fariello, 
one of the team of Cus 
D'Amato when the legendary 
trainer had Tyson under his 
wing. Mathis had learnt how 
to frustrate Tyson. By boxing 
up close, he prevented Tyson 
.from finding room for lever¬ 
age Several times Tyson tried 
to break away to find space 
but Mathis was always quick¬ 
ly under his punches. 

In the third round, however, 
Tyson managed to twist free 
from Mathis's grip and push 
him on to the ropes. As Mathis 
once again advanced, head 
down, Tyson brought a right 
uppercut that landed slap in 
the middle of Mathis’s face. 

Mathis straightened up. his 
mouth bleeding. That was all 
Tyson needed. A left missed 
but the following right had 
already been launched- It 
caught Mathis's head a glanc¬ 
ing blow and sent him stag¬ 
gering backwards. As Mathis 
stood swaying, foe sagging 
flesh of his chest sinking mto a 
heap, Tyson’s second right 
caught him under the ribs and 
Mathis was sent flying on to 
his bade. He did not even hear 
the first eight seconds of the 
colink The finish was vintage 
Tyson. “I was cool. Bruno? 
give me a break.” he said 
afterwards. But Bruno was 
not convinced. He could not 
wait to get Tyson in the ring. 
And Fariello said: “Bruno’S 
the last man Tyson should 
fight now. They are rushing 
him." 

“But he’d better be there on 
March 16.” Bruno insisted. 
“I'm going to knock him out 


clean. Tyson is made for me. A 
guy aiming out of prison after 
four years and getting $55 
million (about £35 million) in 
his hands- to do whatever he 
wants to do. don’t tell me hes 
fit and. hungry.” ’ 

Bruno was not one for 
dwelling on foe past, however. 
“That punch that I hit him 
with when we first met. that's 
history." the 'Briton said. 
“Henry Cooper knocked down 
Muhammad Ali but it didn't 
help him when Ali got up. 
Thars our of my mind. I can’t 
live off that But I can assure 
you foe next time I rock Mike 
Tyson, I'm going to rock him 
to sleep and thars no hype.” 

Bruno said he would be 
going to train for ten weeks in 
Tenerife “because I'm going to 
hold on to my WBC title — it’s 
the Rolls-Royce of. titles, no 
way is he going to take that 
away from me. 

“He’s come out of prison 
and he's very strong, now he's 
bulked up again. But that’s all 
immaterial They crack up 
when they are there. I know, 
IVe visited prisons. You cant 
run. You can’t get the proper 
fresh air. You can do press- 
ups, sit-ups, whatever but 
that’s not foe same as when 
you're out and free. 

“He is confused at the 
moment Mentally, prison 
messes you up." 

Bruno claimed he was deter¬ 
mined to carry the flag with 
pride. He said: “You know 
what they think of us English 
guys. They ain’t got respect for 
you. I just want to show him 
that he must have respect for 
English boys. I intend to do 
my country proud." 

Plans for Bruno's defence 
against Tyson are already well 
advanced. The two will go on a 
promotional tour to attempt to 
make Showtime's forecast of 
pay-per-view sales to 2S mil¬ 
lion homes in the United 
States, and 100 million 
abroad, a reality. 





-a > 
r - 


Tyson stands over the prostrate figure of Mathis after sending him to the floor with a right to the body 


Mystical occasion which 
makes Cite men decamp 


I 


t was a good question. 
Why were 70.000 people— 
largely males — prepared 
to brave a dank December 
afternoon at Twickenham to 
watch mostly second-rate 
players produce foe son of 
second-rate rugby that foe 
University match usually pro¬ 
vides? Not all of them could be 
curious to see foe “new" 
Twickenham: not all. surely, 
nostalgic for one of foe last 
bastions of amateurism. 

There was only one way to 
find out and foe answer was 
not slow in coming. A couple 
of throw-away remarks about 
a suggested trip to the match 
last Tuesday resulted in a 
neighbour and a brother-in- 
law eagerly taking foe day off. 
The neighbour, who works in 
the City, justified his decision 
by saying that foe City would 
effectively close down for the 
afternoon anyway. The broth¬ 
er-in-law would bring a friend, 
whose movements — it tran¬ 
spired — were less dear to his 
office. 

Experienced rugby-goers, 
they knew the form, and the 
form involved meeting two 
hours before kick-off in foe 
Alma, a public house in 
Wandsworth, which — amaz¬ 
ingly, in view of its distance 
from Twickenham — was 
heaving with people. Rugby 
people. 

Most of them seemed to 


Simon Wilde finds the answer to a sporting 


question rugby-goers have never asked 


informative: 


With effect from 2 January 1996 the following 
rates will apply: 


Mortgage Rate 


From 
7.94% pa 


To 

7.69% pa 


Loans of up to £49,999 
Loans of £50,000 and above 
agreed after 8 July 1991 7.79% pa 7.54% pa 

Mortgage and Home Improvement Loan agreements 
will be varied accordingly. 


Equity Release Loan 


o 


If a mortgage is held with First Direct or no other 
mortgage Is outstanding on your property: 

From To 

Loans of up to £49,999 7.94% pa 7.69% pa 

Loans of £50,000 and above 7.79% pa 7.54% pa 


2 


If a mortgage is held which is not with Fast Direct: 

All loan amounts 9.94% pa 9.69% pa 


Prat Dtaet is a dMston of Mieand Bank pic Member HSBC <X> Group 


wear heavy woollen jumpers 
and know each other. It was 
then foal foe realisation 
dawned. The City had not 
closed down, it had simply 
decamped to various ale¬ 
houses around southwest 
London. What is more, these 
people may have been steadily 
drinking, smoking and slap¬ 
ping backs but marry were 
networking quite nicely as 
well. 

Too late, it seemed, we left 
for foe ground. But one ruck 
onto a carriage at Wands¬ 
worth Town station, a breath¬ 
less 20-minute scrummage 
inside, and a rucked exit at foe 
other end and we were 
yomping towards foe extraor¬ 
dinary concrete spider that 
crouches over Twickenham’s 
dwellings in time for foe kick¬ 
off. We were not foe only ones 
either. Rugby followers have a 
special gift for foe last-minute 
entrance. 

ft took several minutes to get 
over the breathtaking splen¬ 
dour of foe triple-decker 
stands that surround three 
sides of foe pitch. Once atten¬ 
tion had turned to the game, it 
was obvious that even situat¬ 
ed near the front of the North 
Stand, one end of the pitch was 
frustratingly distant even if 
well lit by the new floodlights. 
Goodness knows what play 
looked like from the back of 
foe top deck. 

But it did not matter. The 
drama, if not always the 
rugby, was gripping. Oxford, 
the underdogs. led for most of 
the match before being over¬ 
hauled in the dosing seconds 
of a pulsating last five min¬ 
utes. During that time foe 
match position changed three 
times and left even neutral 


observers — and there must 
have been plenty of those — 
jumping with joy. 

Even what, on other occa¬ 
sions. might be an irritant — 
foe absence of a clock display¬ 
ing how much playing time 
remains — only added to the 
thrills because each late twist 
seemed as though it had to be 
foe last It was only proper to 
toast such a finish with adrink 
at one of the many bars 
around foe ground, and a lot 
of people did" that It was a fine 
drink. loo. better than the not- 
so-hoi hot dogs. 

Then it was off to join 
another friend who was busy 
corporate-entenaining on a 
double-decker bus in foe car 
park of a nearby supermarket. 
The supermarket’s lease stipu¬ 
lates that it must dose on 
match days so that foe car 
park can be used in this way. 
And used it was. 


A: 


her two more rucks 
and another scrum we 
.were back in foe Alma, 
where some familiar faces and 
heavy woollen jumpers were 
singing with gusto. The pub 
was no less busy: foe only 
difference was that Cam¬ 
bridge had more supporters. 
Seven hours after leaving the 
hostelry for foe first time, we 
departed again, this time for a 
nearby restaurant. 

Later 1 discovered a nice 
irony. Stephen Dorrell. foe 
Health Secretary, had chosen 
that day to announce publica¬ 
tion of the Government* re¬ 
port into alcohol consumption. 
It was entitled Sensible Drink¬ 
ing. But the most sensible 
stricture was missing from the 
report. Do not ever, ever, 
drink with rugby men. 




THROUGH THE TURNSTILE: WHAT IT COSTS 



Haberdashers’ tour de force 


BY ANDREW LONGMORE 


IT SEEMS a far cry from my 
school tours to Cambridge 
and foe Isle of Man, wrote 
Michael Atherton in the bro¬ 
chure for foe Haberdashers’ 
Aske's School tour of foe Far 
East. A far cry indeed. This 
tour is one of foe most ambi¬ 
tious ever undertaken by an 
English school, a veritable 
sporting triathlon, taking in 
not just three countries — 
Hong Kong, Malaysia and 
Singapore — but three differ¬ 
ent sports: rugby, hockey and 
cricket. Haberdashers*, based 
in Elstree. Hertfordshire, and 
old hands at touring overseas, 
have taken separate teams 
before, but not a multi¬ 
purpose side like this. 

The party of 34 boys and 
four masters set out last 
Friday evening and, barring 
plague, pestilence; earthquake 
or insurrection, should al¬ 
ready be in combat. However, 
more than once over the past 
few weeks, Doug Yeabsley. the 
tour organiser, would quite 
happily have swapped three 
exotic weeks in Asia for an 
away day to Douglas. 

The original plan, devised 
two years ago. was to tour Sri 
Lanka and Hong Kong. But 
the Sri Lankan leg had to be 
cancelled because of political 
unrest, halving foe trip to ten 
days and reducing many of 
the party to tears of despair 
when foe inevitable announce¬ 
ment was made jusr three 
weeks before lift-off 


Yeabsley. whose many hats 
— master in charge of cricket, 
rugby coach, appeals director 
and chemistry teacher — are 
crammed under the official 
heading of “School Support 
Director", is a veteran of tour 
organisation and, after 30 
years playing for Devon in 
Minor Counties cricket, a 
master of recovering lost 
causes. “The parents had 
worked so hard and the boys 
were so upset, I thought we 
had to do something,” he said. 

By judicious use of his 
intelligence network in the Far 
East and an indestructible 
facsimile machine, Yeabsley 
began to piece together an 
alternative fixture-list in Sin¬ 
gapore and Malaysia. Forty 
faxes in three days flew be¬ 
tween Haberdashers' offices. 
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airlines and contacts such as 
Julian True, who had chaper¬ 
oned the school's first tour to 
Hong Kong in 1983. Tunku 
Ahmed, chairman of Sime 
Darby in Kuala Lumpur, and 
Chris Syer. whose passion for 
cricket has extended to re¬ 
establishing a Lord’s 

HUGH ROLJTI PraE 



Haberdashers' ream captains, Jason Bilimoria, left, 
lefland 


James Cartmefl and Jimmy Gross 


Parker builds on his inheritance 


By Sally Jones 


THIS week a former England 
and Sussex cricketer will be 
following the progress of the 
15-year-old favourite for foe 
junior colts event in the public 
schools rackets championship 
with more than a passing 
interest Paul Parker, now a 
classics master at Tonbridge 
school, in Kent tries unsuc¬ 
cessfully to conceal a glow of 
pride as he watches his son. 
James, a precociously talent¬ 
ed sporting all-rounder, in 
action at Queen’s Club. 

It is hard to believe that the 
small wiry teenager has been 
playing rackets for little more 
than a year, but the fast 
reflexes and astute tactical 
sense inherited from his 
father more than compensate 
for his inexperience. 

Earlier this year he created 
a sensation and set a record 
that looks unlikely to be 
broken when, after only two 
terms of rackets, he reached 


the final of the public schools 
doubles championship for 
second pairs, beating a string 
of experienced senior partner¬ 
ships. most aged 17 or 18. 

"it was pretty amazing,” he 
said. “The beauty of it was, 
there was absolutely no pres¬ 
sure on me so l just went for 



Parker, precocious 


my shots and everything 
flowed." Ironically, he att¬ 
ributed much of his rapid 
progress to a fortuitous inju¬ 
ry. “When I got to Tonbridge, 
they said the rackets profes¬ 
sional David Makey, wanted 
me on the court but I’d seen 
the game being played and 
felt really scared and nervous 
because this small, hard ball 
whizzed about so much, so I 
said no. I’d rather play squash 
and rugty. 

“All the same. I went along 
and found I could actually hit 
the ball which was a terrific 
feeling. Then, two weeks later, 
i broke my ankle so I couldn’t 
play rugby and instead I 
spent about one and a half 
hours each day standing on 
the rackets court while David 
belted balls at me and I tried 
to hu everything back that 1 
could. By the time the plaster 
came oft the strokes felt quite 
natural and I was hooked." 


Taverners outpost in 
Malaysia. 

By the end of it a new 
itinerary, and a thoroughly 
competitive fixture list had 
taken shape and the disap¬ 
pointment of Sri Lanka had 
been submerged by the elation 
of a rescheduled tour. Even 
foe prospect of taking on foe 
Singapore under-21 national 
side at hockey on two consecu¬ 
tive days was greeted with 
boundless enthusiasm. 

“To be honest, when the 
idea was mooted about going 
to Singapore, I didn’t think it 
could be arranged from the 
playing point of view,” 
Yeabsley said. “But it was 
worth a try. So I called Tunku 
and he said immediately; 
■You’ve got to come, leave it to 
me.’ That really gave us heart. 

“It was a stressful time 
because the boys were anxious 
to know what was going on. ‘Is 
there any chance, siiT ‘What 
about New Zealand, sir? 1 that 
sort of thing. It has really 
dominated school life for the 
last three weeks and it meant a 
lot of late nights, faxing and 
telephoning." 

A call at 3am from Tunku 
Ahmed, bringing the simple 
message -■ "it is not a prob¬ 
lem. Ill phone you in the 
morning" — was the moment 
of fulfilment. When Yeabsley 
told the school the next day 
that the frill tour was back on. 
foe usual cynicism evaporated' 
into applause. 

Haberdashers’ were not the 
only school hit by the troubles 
in Sri Lanka. Royal Grammar 
School Worcester, cancelled 
their cricket tour for first XI 
and under-16 sides, but have 
managed to rearrange it also 
in Singapore and Malaysia, 
through Edwin Doran, the 
local travel agent. “Emotions 
have been all over the place 
over foe past few weeks.” 
Martin Horton, foe cricket 
coach, said. The main prob¬ 
lem was rearranging flights 
for 30 people, but it all worked 
out m foe end." 

A boy in the sixth form, 
whose father is South African, 
and a sister-in-law of foe 
cricket master living in Johan¬ 
nesburg were the tentative, 
contacts through which King’s 
School, Macclesfield, rear¬ 
ranged their aborted Sri Lair 
kan tour. The tour for 15 boys - 
will now go .ahead in South 
Africa at February half-term; 
further evidence that withan 
enterprising spirit, good use of 
available talent, influential.; 
contacts. - a. reliable trayd 
agent, endlessly patient par¬ 
ents and a touch of blind faith, 
drama need not devdop’fato’ 
crisis. 
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I 2 in worried about Jack 
Rowell. I am worried 
about England. It is 20 
months since Rowell took over 
from Geoff Cooke and there is 
a disturbing torpor about Eng¬ 
land . On Saturday, the team 
was slow-handclapped and 
whistled at in a way that has 
not been heard at Twicken¬ 
ham in this decade, and not 
often in the past decade. 
England supporters were 
cheering Western Samoa, jeer¬ 
ing their own team. What is 
wrong? 

When Rowell was appointed 
England manager there was 
not a dissenting 
voice in the coun¬ 
try. in his role as 
coach of Bath, he 
had been the out¬ 
standing figure in 
English club rug¬ 
by for so long it 
was a relief that 
such a square peg 
was available for a 
square hole. Then 
the chief executive 
of Golden Wonder 
Crisps and on the 
main board of 
Dalgety. the par¬ 
ent' company, 

Rowell had a rep¬ 
utation for shred¬ 
ding an argument 
quicker than he 
could crunch a 
packet of his own 
crisps. 

On Thursday, at 
the England 
team's hotel. Rowell walked 
into the lounge after breakfast. 
He looked, as he so often does, 
rather like the absent-minded 
professor, his white hair some¬ 
what unkempt, peering short¬ 
sightedly through his glasses. 
He resembled a man arriving 
at a railway station and not 
knowing from which platform 
his train departed. He blinked, 
looked around and then dart¬ 
ed out through the front door 
of the hotel, running to catch 
the team transport. 

No one should be hanged 
for being late for an appoint¬ 
ment but this vignette gave a 
worrying impression of a man 
who was not absolutely on top 
of things, not as an top of 
things as one would have 
expected such a successful 
businessman to be. England's 
recent performances under 
him do nothing to contradict 
this view. England do not bear 
the stamp of authoriO' and 
tactical awareness that were so 
evident at Bath in Row-ell’s 
time there. 

At Bath. Rowell brilliantly 
synthesised the varying talents 
and forceful personalities of 


Stuart Barnes, John Hall. 
Richard Hill and Jeremy 
Guscott. He knew how to 
manage men and he always 
had a game-plan. Rowell says 
he is trying to set a framework 
for England within which the 
players can express them¬ 
selves. It is not working. In the 
pool matches in the' World 
Cup in South Africa. England 
players were said to be tauter 
than piano strings. One ob¬ 
server said the tension was 
palpable and he wanted noth¬ 
ing so much as to be able to tell 
the England players to go out 
one night and ler their hair 
down. Then and 
later England 
looked jaded and 
lacking in flair. 
They were exposed 
by the pace and 
quick-thinking of 
New Zealand and 
then by France's 
doughtiness in die 
third-place play¬ 
off. 

England were 
inept against 
Western Samoa. 
They did not look 
as though they had 
a game-plan or 
were well man¬ 
aged. It does not 
help that Les 
Cusworth, the 
England backs 
coach, is said to 
find Will Carling 
an ultra-conserva¬ 
tive and a barrier 
to England playing a more 
expansive game. Western Sa¬ 
moa played to the laws on 
Saturday, at times killing the 
ball and standing up to and 
beyond the advantage line. No 
one should have needed to 
point out to Rowell that this 
would happen. Rowell said 
afterwards that his men were 
trying to play champagne 
rugby when what was needed 
was five nations' grind. He is 
rhe manager and the coach, 
solely responsible for tactics 
since Dick Best, the former 
coach, was dismissed a year 
ago. If the team are playing 
the wrong way. who else but 
Rowell is to blame? 

In October. Rowell was 
named as chairman of a new 
management consultancy 
company. It was further proof 
that he can cut the mustard at 
the highest level in business. 
The charge against him is that 
he has failed to bring any of 
the managerial practices he 
has demonstrated so expertly 
in his business career to 
bear on the England rugby 
team. It is time he started to 
manage. 
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‘He gave the 
impression 
of not being 
on top 
of things’ 


Newcomers provide rare encouragement as drab victory underlines limitations 


Rowell failing 
to manage at 

the highest level 


Hoptey, the En g l a n d nght wing, is stopped in his tracks by Telea, of Western Samoa, daring a colourless match at Twickenham on Saturday. Photograph: Marc Aspland 

Samoans stress England’s decline 


England.27 

Western Samoa '...9 

By David Hands 
RUGBY CORRESPONDENT 

PERHAPS we never fully realised 
how completely the bottom had 
t dropped out. of England^. game 
during the rugby union World Cup 
last summer. If we. did not, then 
Western Samoa’s first appearance at 
Twickenham in an international was 
a powerful reminder of the work that 
lies ahead if England are to justify 
their status as one of the world's best 
teams. 

Hard graft h will be, too. When 
inspinrtion is absent, as it is in 
English rugby union at the moment, 
there is always the work ethic to turn 
to, but that will not warm too many 
hearts on chill afternoons such as 
Saturday. Ar least, with contracts 
signed and sealed, 75,000 paying 
customers have the right to demand 
efficiency from their heroes, and they 
did not get that either. 

England were as drab as the 
weather against a Samoan side that 
lived up to its heritage, natural and 
imported. If there is one country that 
can identify how best to upset an 
opponent, it is New Zealand, which is 
where half the Samoa team play 
their rugby- Merely because an 


English divisional side can score 40 
points against them one week does 
not make the result of another game 
a fortnight later inevitable. 

Thus Pat Lam, the Samoa captain, 
could speak of decisions made on the 
hoof that proved embarrassing to 
England, and Bryan Williams, the 
Samoa coach and one of the best of 
All Blade wings, of preparation that 
encompassed work on set pieces — 
where he knew England would be 
strong — and methods of play 
designed to keep play away from 
those strengths. 

That those methods involved living 
on. and beyond, the offside line (27 
penalties or free kicks were awarded 
to England, against eight for the 
Samoans), could be taken for grant¬ 
ed, and England — as has so 
frequently been the case — were not 
good enough in the Save and Prosper 
international to rise above them. But 
the quality of England’s previous 
three opponents. New Zealand. 
France and South Africa, had dis¬ 
guised the decline in English play. 

One may accept, to a degree, that 
the introduction of new players takes 
time, but they are part of a team that 
has substantial experience in all 
areas save the vital erne of half back. 
It should not have been beyond such 
a side to capitalise on a iineout on the 
Samoa line in the first half, but 
Bayfield, the catcher, was surround¬ 


ed by a forest of upright Englishmen 
while the low. driving positions of the 
Samoans forced their heavier oppo¬ 
nents back, and eventually won the 
turnover. 

The game. Jack Rowell suggested 
afterwards, is about accumulating 
points, and so it is. “We expect 
miracles from young players at the 
snap of a finger and that's just not 
on,” the England manager argued, 
though in point of fact it was the 


Brian Moore, the former England 
hooker, confirmed his retirement 
from international rugby on Satur¬ 
day. Moore rescinded an earlier 
derision to retire during the World 
Cup but has been overlooked (his 
season and thus ends a career of 64 
England appearances and five for 
the British Isles. 


display of the Northampton half 
backs, on their debuts, that was the 
brightest part of the game. Would 
that other, older hands could have 
been as organised and effective as 
Paul Grayson, as bouncy as Matt 
Dawson. 

Grayson’s return of 17 points, with 
only two kicks missed, is a healthy 
total with which to begin an interna¬ 
tional career, but more than that the 
confidence with which he made 


derisions, employed his backs or 
went for field position, bodes well. 
He has learnt where the game should 
be played far more quickly than Can. 
who may prosper at stand-off half at 
dub level through the quality of 
players around him at Bath, who can 
compensate for his imperfections. 

International rugby is a different 
game, and Grayson’s debut suggests 
that he now deserves a prolonged tilt 
at it He succeeded, moreover, in the 
face of a superbly committed Samoan 
defence. “We tried to deny England 
time and space, we got up and 
knocked them over." Williams said. 
“It may nor have been the game the 
crowd wanted to see, but we were 
determined not to allow them that 
freedom. England are like South 
Africa — they squeeze the life out of 
you.” 

Samoan satisfaction was increased 
by the weekend news out of Auckland 
that their Pacific rim tournament 
next summer has been confirmed: 
seven games, nine for the two most 
successful teams, with appropriate 
commercial backing, offers a solid 
future, and inspired Williams to 
suggest some kind of world play-off 
between the winners of the five 
nations’ championship, the tripartite 
tournament for the leading southern 
hemisphere nations, and the pan- 
Pacific tournament, in the near 
future. 


For England, such a venture is 
some distance away. Grayson's first 
five penalties, all cleanly struck, 
whistled between the posts and 
covered up the absence of continuity 
and momentum in England's game. 
Kellett could convert only half his 
chances, two in the first half and one 
in the second, when, in a brief three 
minutes. England (tinted at the art of 
the possible. 

Clarke and Dallaglio. doing what 
good back-row forwards should do 
rather than slowing down play in 
midfield, combined from a five-metre 
scrum for the first try, and Clarke’s 
driving run established the ruck from 
which Grayson and Can worked 
Underwood over the line for the 48th 
time in an England jersey. It was, 
though, only a fitful flash of lightning 
from the lowering clouds. 

SCORERS: England: Tries: Dallagfco. Underwood 
Conversion: Grayson. Penalty goals: Grayson (5) 
Western Samoa: Penalty goals : KaBefl |3j 
ENGLAND: M J Caff /Batot. D P Hoptey (Wasps). W 
D C Cartfrtg (Harfequrts captanj, J C Guscott 
(Baity R Underwood (Leicester/RAF). P J Grayson 
iNorthampfon). M J S Dawson (Nonhamwon): G C 
Rowntree |Le»coaeO. M P Regan IBir.jU). J 
Leonard (Harfoqums). T A K Rodber (Norm- 
amptorVArmy), M O Johnson (lacesterj. M C 
Ba^^d^fftottjampton). LBN naflag&n (Wasps). B 

WESTERN SAMOA: VPatu (Vaialei; B Uma IMvtXll. 
T Vaega (Tc Atatuj. G Lmupepe (Te Atatu), A Telea 
[Peiore): D Kettea (Ponsonby). J Hemu CJVeSmg- 
lon); M Mica (Otago Urwerary), T Letasamaiva o 
(Weflngion), P Fatialota (Manukaul, S Kaleta 
(Ponsonby). P Leavaso (Apia). L Fatarako(Mcnsil S 
Vortate (MatisJ), P Lam (Mard. captain] Faiarvo 
replaced by S Smith (Ke&rsvilte. 

Referee: I Rogers (South Africa) 


IwM HOPKINS 

aK'l At Twickenham 




Northampton half backs deserve extended run 


T he momentum which 
has carried English 
rugby forward so far 
derived man the 1991 team, 
and was enough to overcome 
a transitional hiccup in 1993- 
94 and sustain an assault on 
the World Cup last summer. 
Now England are in the 
second phase of transition 
which wiD have to be man¬ 
aged very carefully. 

Most of the spine of the 
side — hooker. No 8, half 
backs — has gone and wifi 
not be replaced overnight In 
addition, these were strong 
characters, players like Brian 
Moore and Dean Richards 
who played the game with a 
passion and, like others who 
preceded them, such as Peter 
Winterbott o m and Mike 
Teague refused to lose. 


No side can cany on as 
though nothing has changed, 
particularly when so many of 
the defiriences in the English 
game remain to be addressed; 
me pace at which the game is 
played, the lack of intensity in 
our weekly rugby. Many of 
us have come te the conclu¬ 
sion that the way forward is 
through the medium of super 
dubs which can rival die best 
of the southern-hemisphere 
provincial teams but, until 
that time arrives, our players 
have to find their feet in the 
international arena itself. 

Many of the weaknesses on 
Saturday stemmed from ba¬ 
sic skills which players will 
have to take far more serious¬ 
ly than perhaps some of them 
do now. At Twickenham 
passes went to ground or 



Rob Andrew says his successor 
at stand-off half did ali that 
could have been expected of him 


behind players, the hall was 
lost in contact, carried a yard 
further than it should have 
been. It would have been 
interesting to see the Samo¬ 
ans given the same amount of 
ball as England because; as 
individuals, they looked tar 
more dynamic. 

Hidr approach, not sur¬ 
prisingly, was reminiscent of 
New Zealand, where ball is 
recycled very quickly and the 
half bade moves it on to get 
his runners behind the de¬ 
fence. In England the effort is 
fragmented, partly through 


slow delivery and partly 
because forwards get in the 
way of half backs or further 
down the line; and possession 
is not taken forward at pace. 

But the Northampton 
halves played welL Anyone 
expecting perfection from 
players in their first appear¬ 
ance is unlikely to get it and 
youngsters like Matt Dawson 
and Paul Grayson will have 
to be given the chance to 
devdop as international foot¬ 
ballers. Scrum half is possi¬ 
bly the most difficult position 
in which to play well in 


international rugby because 
you make such an impact on 
what happens, and so much 
is going on around you. 

There are only split sec¬ 
onds in which to take impor¬ 
tant derisions and Matt made 
some mistakes; but he is 
confident, he never let his 
head drop. Paul looked the 
part at stand-off half. His 
goalki eking was very good 
and striking his first four 
goals in the first half would 
have given him an enormous 
boost He kicks well out of 
hand and tried hard to get his 
line moving. 

But the point here is that 
the management has te back 
its belief in a certain group of 
players and allow them to 
grow together. They need to 
come te know each other 


well, so that they will play for 
each other, in the same way 
so many of the teams with 
which 1 was involved did. 
Dawson and Grayson need to 
be told there is nobody better 
than them in the country so 
that they can develop into 
international footballers — 
not merely front-rank dub 
players. 

Similarly, if Mike Catt, 
whose confidence suffered a 
knock in South Africa and 
has since moved between 
No 10 and No 15. is the an¬ 
swer at frill back he needs a 
run there, otherwise you cre¬ 
ate confusion and insecurity. 

This reshaped team needs 
to be given the chance to 
blossom because the tests that 
lie ahead will only become 
greater. 



Grayson’s skilful kicking was a plus for England 


' Former glory revived by Penarth 


By Gerald Davies 

; fourth round of the 
lec Cup saw the departure 
m Hemeken League first 
ion dubs. Caeiphflty, 
i the second division, 
id Aberavon by Z7 points 
Penarth, who once could 
l a fixture against the 
arians but who are now 
jishing in the middle of 
bird division, beat Ebbw 

erphilly, who do not 
r yet whether they will 
Rhymney or Nelson in 
next round, are favoured 
a home draw, as are 
rth, who have drawn a 
fixture against their 
iboars. Cardiff. It should 
■e the kind of capacity- 
i they have not enjoyed 

thp heyday of their Good 

y fixtures against the 


Barbarians. Carmarthen 
Quins so nearly joined these 
two after being 15 points 
behind Bridgend at one stage: 


teams at the aid. 

Uanharan, in the 1980s, 
were a much-feared dub and 
accomplished many a gianf- 
kUling act There was no such 
fear on Saturday. Five tries in 
the first half, ten in the second 
and a total of 10Z points in all 
ensured the swift progress of 
Pontypridd. 

An upset might have been 
eroected at TVeorchy who, m 
winning only one. of their 
league matches so far, are 
dearly not experiencing the 
best of times. Kidwelly, on the 

other hand, are romping away 
with the fifth division title. 

After a torrid opening quar¬ 
ter the referee had to issue a 
general warning about the 


rough play. Andrew Thomas, 
the home side’s hooker, insist¬ 
ed cm pursuing his wayward 
ways and was immediately 
sent-to an early bath for 
which, bearing in mind the 
finger-numbing coldness, he 
might have been grateful. Not 
at all. He was still fuming in 
the in-goal area until specta¬ 
tors persuaded him that it 
would be in his best interests 
to keep his mouth shut 
Kidwelly are 13 prints 
ahead of their nearest rivals in 
the division and are tiie first to 
top 50 tries in the whole of the 
Hemeken League.Their enter^ 
prising brand of rugby, how¬ 
ever — as exemplified in the 
final tiy by Wyn Thomas — 
was not good enough against 
the 14 Treorchy men desper¬ 
ately trying to recapture the 
glory of recent years. Tries by 
Jones (two) and Payne, all of 


which were convened by 
David Evans, who also kicked 
three penalties, gave them a 
half-time lead against King's 
two tries and Davis's conver¬ 
sion for the visitors. Even with 
the strong wind in their favour 
in the second half, Kidwelly 
could not change events. 

Treorchydo not harbour 
any special hopes for the cup 
competition. Any success 
serves only to feed confidence 
for their league matches. To 
stay in the first division can be 
their only objective. 

More tries like the one 
Morgan scored in the second 
half after the searing break by 
Paul Jones from his own half 
might go some way to helping 
them to achieve their objective. 
But it really will be a long 
struggle. 

Cup draw, page 33 

S 


Melrose sit 
tight to take 
league title 

MELROSE won their fifth 
Scottish League title in the 
past seven years on Saturday 
thanks to Stirling County 
failing to win by the 43-point 
margin they needed to retain 
their crown. They managed to 
beat Heriot’s FP only 34-14 at 
Goldenacre. 

IRISH TRAWWG SQUAD; Bachs: J 
Staples (Kariequns). c O’Shea (London 
frity S Gatwhegan (Bach). R Wallace 
(GanytMon), N Woods (Blactootk CoB- 
8GQ), j Befl (Northampton). K McOulkto 
(Betive Rangers). M Had (Malone)- S 
MoCahn (Sunday s Wei). P Suriuj (Cork 
Constitution}. E Ekmod (Lansdowie). C 
Sawrimutto (Sale). N Hogan fTerenute 
Catena), A ftollard (Blackra* Cotege). 
Fonrards: N Popptowsfl (Newcastle), H 
Htviey (Old Westey). P Wallace (Seckrock 
Colagej, P Uohessy (Young Munster), T 
Kingston poiphty A Claito (Northamp¬ 
ton), s Byrne (BtecfoDCfc Colegs). G 
Richer (Cork Ccnsuuttonl. N Francis (Old 
Bektedorej. D Tweed (BeHymero), J David- 
sen (Dungannon) □ Coritery nererue 
Coteg&J, 6 McSrido (Matonel. t Hetoy 
(Shannon). P Johns (Dungannon). V 
Costello (St Mary's Coiegel 


Hertfordshire fall at last 


East Midlands Colts .... 13 
Hertfordshire Colts.8 


By Barry Trowbridge 


WHAT should have been a 
memorable finale to the do¬ 
mestic competitive Colts sea¬ 
son —the Sun Alliance County 
Championship final — set the 
standard for whai developed 
into an instantly forgettable 
afternoon at Twickenham, 
like the main event, it strug¬ 
gled to reach mediocrity. 

The match should also have 
been the last hurrah for the 
under 19s of Hertfordshire, 
who have enjoyed success 
after success since they first 
played representative rugby 
together as under 14s. but 
form deserted them and they 
were outplayed far more than 
the score would suggest 


Hertfordshire amassed 302 
points in reaching the final, 
during which time Alex Wil¬ 
liamson. Adrian Twyning and 
Josh Lewsey contributed 26 
tries. But no-nonsense tack¬ 
ling by the East Midlands 
backs, allied to a more mobile 
and united pack, ensured that 
they were shackled on 
Saturday. 

Joe Worsley. the Hertford¬ 
shire No 8. who had played for 
England in the under-21 inter¬ 
national against Scotland last 
Tuesday and is building a 
reputation at Wasps as a 
player for the future, was too 
often way ahead of his col¬ 
leagues. in thought and deed, 
and found himself isolated as 
the East Midlands defence 
dosed him down. 

The East Midlands, who 
were formed into a unit only in 
July, had the confidence to 


play Matt Oliver, who has 
scored seven tries for Bedford 
this season, at outside centre. 
They benefited considerably 
from his experience. 

SCORERS: East Midlands: Try: Over 
Comwnaon: BJowjs PanaBy goals Stow¬ 
ers: 12) H e rt fo rd s hire: Try: Storey Penalty 
goal: Twyrang. 

EAST MIDLANDS: P Brunsden fBedfonJ); 
8 Comm (Northampton). U OSiier (Bed¬ 
ford). S Osman (Bedford). Q VWtheal 
(Bedford); D Blowers (Northampton). A 
Brown (Bedford); KTodd (Northampton), R 
Matthews (Bedford), M Burgess (Bedford), 
S Waters (Northampton). G Waters (North¬ 
ampton), M Birke (Northampton). R Butter 
{Bedlofdl. S Hepher (Northampton) 
HERTFORDSHIRE: A Twyning (Harpen- 
den). I Taylor (Harpenotn). J Storey 
(Ha^uins/LMdibeioughlJnhr). B Barrs 
(Wasps). A WfHamson (Hatpenden): J 
Lewsey (Futeriarc/Waspe). 0 Etches 
iBamtrifiham Unnr). S Carter (Hert- 
Ictfd/Saocens). C Codo (0 Efc- 
atMihafBMarieqiJnsV C Cano (TJatch- 
ttrth/Wasp&l. M Badge (WeTwyn/Wasps) 
S Tyler (WdwyrVLofcoster). B Rowlands tri 
BrabCJhantJSaracens). A Church ((tut- 
lord). J WorsJey (WMwynWoipb) Twynrin 
replaced fay R O'Nefl 
OMnvLoughboiouah Urw, -iiminl Tvtoi 
it^>xJtvAHafl(WBhvyr..70):AMeeft^ 
(Bishop's Sfortfofd) temporary r^rtacaneni 
tor Bridge. 

Referee: C White (Gtouce&ia). 
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Gifford planning twin assault Moving goalposts would 

J*- EOBfflNF * ■ ^ 


Bv Robert Wright 

THE supporting cast for the 
King George VI Tripleprint 
Chase at Kempton Park on 
Boxing Day took shape over 
the weekend, with confirma¬ 
tion that Josh Gifford intends 
to saddle Brief Gale and 
Bradbury Star. 

Brief Gale, who showed 
much improved form when 
beating Harcon by nine 
lengths in the Sun Alliance 
Chase at Cheltenham in 
March, has yet to run this 
term. “I had hoped to get a run 
into the mare before now, but 
she’s had a couple of niggling 
setbacks," Gifford explained. 
"She will run provided the 
ground is good or softer.” 

Bradbury Star, beaten a 
head by Barton Bank in a 
memorable finish to the King 
George two years ago. was 
below par on unsuitably 
heavy ground in die Rehearsal 
Chase at Chepstow earlier this 
month but he. too, will take his 
chance unless the heavens 
open this week. 

Kim Bailey has yet to decide 
whether to let his King George 
entry. Book Of Music, take his 
chance. An impressive novice 
chase winner at Ascot on his 
only start last season. Book Of 
Music has several other op¬ 
tions on Boxing Day, includ¬ 
ing the Rowland Meyrick 
Chase at Wetherby. 

Bailey also remains unde¬ 
cided as to the next target of 
his Cheltenham Gold Cup 
winner. Master Oats. He is 
still waiting on the results of 
tests taken after the gelding 
was pulled up behind Grange 
Brake and Bradbury Star in 



Unguided Missile, for side, pecked on landing after the last but fought back to deny Rough Quest at Ascot on Saturday 


the Rehearsal Chase, but will 
send Master Oats for either 
the Coral Welsh National at 
Chepstow next Wednesday or 
the Ericsson Chase at 
Leopardstown. 

Weekend betting news on 
the Welsh National concerned 
Lo Stregone, whose odds were 
trimmed to 11-2 from 7-1 by the 
sponsors after the form erf his 
recent Wetherby defeat of 
Unguided Missile was boost¬ 
ed by the latter’s game success 
in the Better-ware Cup at Ascot 
on Saturday. 


Richard Dunwoody has yet 
to secure a ride in the King 
George, but must nonetheless 
be delighted with his decision 
to turn freelance this season. 
After landing a brilliant four- 
timer at Sandown 16 days ago, 
his winning ride on Unguided 
Missile gave further evidence 
that he remains the best of his 
profession. 

Few jockeys would have 
survived Unguided Missile’S 
blunder at the fourth last 
which caused the saddle to 
slip. Fewer still would have 


had the strength and determ¬ 
ination to pick the horse’s nose 
up off the floor after the last 
before collaring Rough Quest 
in the dying strides for a neck 
success. 

Nicky Richards, son of the 
winning Greystoke trainer. 
Gordon, summed it up suc¬ 
cinctly; “All credit to the horse, 
but Richard was absolutely 
brilliant" 

While Dunwoody is picking 
off the major prizes, his likely 
successor as champion jockey. 
Tony McCoy, also paraded his 


skills at Ascot, taking his score 
to 93 for (he season with a 
double on Call Equiname and 
PridwelL 

The victory of Pridwell over 
Champion Hurdle fancy My- 
sDv left the latter's trainer. 
Charlie Egerton. at a loss. "I 
had her blood-tested two days 
ago and she was fine," a 
bemused Egerton said. "She 
was not blowing unduly hard 
after the race, and was not 
distressed. I doubt whether 
she’ll go for the Christmas 
Hurdle at Kempton now." 


T he prestige of the Der¬ 
by, already suffering 
as a result of fltcon- 
. ceived management deri¬ 
sions, has been dented yet 
again. 

■ Because.England's open-.■ 
ing match against Switzer¬ 
land in the European... 
football championship Js - 
being played on the same 
day, die Sart of the J996 " 
Vodafone Derby Jhas been- 
brought forward to 230,- ’ 
before the Wemhky kick-off • 
in order to maximise tele¬ 
vision coverage. In other 
words, to avoid the race ’ 
being shown on the screens - 
during the half-time interval. 

At the same time; Channel 
4 has dictated that a shot 
after die final whistle would' 
be impossible owing to the 
proximity of the omnibus 
edition of Broofaide. .Unbe¬ 
lievable? Of course it is/Here . 
we have what was once the 
greatest horse , race in the 
wmid being kicked into 
touch m order to accommo¬ 
date out-ofseason soccer and 
a television soap opera. 

Yet the idea until this year 
would have been unthink¬ 
able. Such undignified expe¬ 
diency would never have 
been necessary had the 
Epsom executive not stub¬ 
bornly insisted on experi¬ 
menting with a Saturday 
fixture, which manifestly 
failed to attract the hoped-for 
return of outsize crowds to 
the Downs for the 1995 
renewal. 


Nevertheless, although 
there is a .schooL of .thought 
whichregards the decline of 
the Derby as tenninaL any¬ 
one with the gbod of ■ 
at heart must hope that 
sufficient steps cad be taken 
; to restore il V ’. ^ 

-Whatever criticism, is fev- 
elled al Epsorn as a course, 
the r'Derby still- -provides a 
searching test of a three-year- 
old thoroughbred; and wftat- 
;evier is said about its prestige 

JACK 

WATERMAN 



Racing 

commentary 

in the face of competition 
from other international 
races, it still lacks nothing as 
a spectacle. . . . 

The problem is how to gel 
the crowds back to watch 
that spectacle, and. more 
importantly, to restore the 
race to its position as the 
centrepiece of a memorable 
day. 

In 1S4& Lord George Ben- 
tinck proposed a motion in 
the House of Commons that 
MPs should not sit on Derby 
Day. as that ts. recognised as 


a. holiday in *e mem^pofis^ 

.in itiply.ffie-Rriinf \ 

Lord John Russdksaid;. Ap i 
it seems the practice to Jot*. 
upon tomorrow asa nattered > 
fete, 1 have acquiesced to.the/i • 

motion-” “'jil-r' 

: Is there any reason why, * 
restored to its traditional ; ^ 
Wednesday. Bnfcy 
shoold not he ro aga tn W- 
furthermore, officially - tie . 
made a' public hobdayjta .; • 
replace the Bank HoSaay . 
which takes place aLpre?eni 
only a few days beforehand?- 
Such a move would bring - 
great benefits to Epsom, not : ;. 

least in reinstating the"Derby 

again to a place of -promf*;.' 
nence and pride in the nafc, 
jonal consciousness- Mid, i t 
following that an Impetusin 

swelling the crowds. ' 

Hie renewed Wedn esday ;, 
fixture alone would bring.; 
other advantages. The Derby; ^ 
would once agafti.be blessCd^ 
with lull exposure in_tfre 
press, instead o£ as in 1?9S; : 7 
competing for space with pot j- 
only Saturday’s overcrowded^ 
sports programme but also ^ 
Sunday’s cards as weD- 1 - ;-J 

The Epsom executive^ 

meanwhile, would have the^.; 
task of vigorously piwnoting V 
Derby Day and trimrauig-' 
high admission charges, fo .1 
Bank Holiday levds tiialthfr; 
ordinary racegoer Tcbuif ; 
afford. - ;. ; rr^ 

In these ways there jis j 
every chance that we could 
yet have a ‘national fetel on.- 
our hands again. . 


12.15 Blaze Away 
12.45 Kfllimor Lad 
1.15 HilRown Blues 


THUNDERER 

1.45 Shaarid 

2.15 Tallywegger 

2.45 Doxford Hut 

3.15 Adam atic 


GOING' GOOD TO RRM (FIRM IN PLACES) 


12.15 


l£. 151 BARRACKS ENTRY MAIDEN HURDLE (£2.220: 2m 4f) (15 runners) 

1 IF ANOTTCH ISLAY 261 (V Merits) C Pate 4-11-5. D Parte - 

2 IXVP4 ARCnCTNDI 21 (Partin facing Lttfl Mrs A Sartsi 5-11-5 .... MFosW 75 

3 3 BLAZE AWAY 30 (F Mdtanj I BUdng 4-11-5. J Osborne @ 

4 3 DAWN ROCX94f (B) (PunanHarm Racing CJubi R UcKsIta 4-11-5 . GUvS(7) - 

5 0 JABA«WT21{JSiariry|DNoi»4-11-5. LW|*r - 

6 OQPO-2S JONAEM 39 (Mm E State) Mrs £ State 5-11-5. F ParaU f3) 81 

7 J1J8RAN91F (Mrs E Saftaij J Oodds 3-11-5. R Guest - 

B 4 KASHAUA 25 (B fi, K AsawatB} M HanrnD 4-11-5.R Buns (7) 78 

9 MEU3DYDANCER 143FU taker.) J Andreia MI-5.. Attain - 

10 0 SECONDS AWAY 65 (J Goldc) J GateBe 4-11-5_ . .. GUe(3) - 

11 DO YOUNG STEVBI IE {A ThjgoadJW Kemp 4-11-5 ... . SMdkug* - 

12 263353 BLOOWG SPRMG 14 (Ms J ririfiiegv) tins D Thomson 6-11-0.LOTtora 76 

13 44 POLLY CMDEHS 31 (J Goarfcllai) Us J GoodMtow 4-11-0.0 Storey - 

14 00 SHEER SFT 26 [A Prestall J Brtai 6-11-0. UUatamy - 

15 PRI TH UY WAY 14 (Ear, olUeRLrtijD LwD 5-11-0__ A tanner. (7) - 

BETTHG: 1-2 Bias Aaoy. 9-2 Kasnna. B-1 Joraero. 12-1 Aicfid*jl, 14-1 Jam. 16-1 flttas 

1994: ROSHA MAE 5-11-3 R Gamy 14-9 lx) Un J Ramsdoi 15 on 

FORM FOCUS 


ARCnCAUX 1714to oMB to Gyroo* Cyrano n 
anabui rftfers m*ton ludfe at Kelso 12m 61 
11 Out flood lo soil) att) BLOOHNG SPRING 31 
5b. 8UZE AWAY 9W3«lonQ to SHog Prem¬ 
ia In a novn turtle at Ascol (3n liOiti, good). 
DAWN ROCK 451 3rd al 4 la Tony s Feeling b a 
nonnt hutOe at tali (3m 110yd good to firm] 
JABAR00T 421 70i at 11 to Parry A Day hi a 
mrai luiDe al Kebn (2m 110yd. good to soflj 


«dh YOUNG STEVBJ 41 Sttv KASRAMA 181 48) 
al 14 to Larctioraugh in a mMce hrrtla at 
Cartclefan 41 MOW. good] 

BLOOUMG SPRING S«l 3rd at 8 In BIk Chum 
n a nonces' ramie* Inode 4 Enktough (2m 41. 
good to tom). POLLY CINDERS 2914(h o( 5 to U 
Balia ViUa in a NaUad Hoi Rtf nee al Ainlree 


(2m 110yd. goad to tom) 
Sdecjbn: BLAZE AWAY 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


BUNKERED RRST TIME Edinburgh: 12.15 Dawn Rock. 1.15 KalKo. 2.45 Ah 
Jim Lad. UngflekJ Parte 12 30 Charterhouse Xpres. LaMo 


12.45 


BATHING COACH NOVICES CHASE (£2,684: 3m) (5 asms) 


1 322114 KHI40R LAD 14 (F) (CJenMns) P MmMtfi 6-11-7 - A OoW*i 87 

2 OOP-423 US WAY 41 (F.GS) Ms M Humbta] J Johreon 6-11-0_JQsbome EH 

3 3-PTOU4 MORE JOY 12 (Mrs L UntoS) Ur* L MarrMI 7-11-0 Ik K Wtatan (5) S 

4 22-341E PAGUACOO 14 (AS«an}M HammondMl-0._.. _. PKion - 

5 PIE- SUNNYSDEUP247P(S|(Jtoodtatl4Brociiar46-tt-O-__ TReed - 

BETTING; 5-Ute Way. 7-2 KIRnw Lad. 4-1 P^tacoo. 7-1 Stfmyskto Up. B-1 More Joy 

1994; NO COHRESPOMXNa RACE 

FORM FOCUS 


KLLBKffi LAD bed mod eOri Rushed done m 
3-nmer novice dnse at Noacaslto (2m HIM 
Am) MS WAY 2WI 3rd of 6 lo fattind Poacta 
in nonco dnse at SatodMd (bn 1L good to tom). 
MORE KN tatted ofi fe d 8 to ftussan Cadto n 


MORE LOY Qrted raB «h d 8 to Rusaan Cadto f 
maden drase al SodgafleU (3m 3L good) 


eOori finished atone m PASUACOD best reortoltort 3596140) of G to Wl 
feacaslfc (2m 110 yd, The Cm*as m anatw ndn’ lenrtcxi hudto al 
6 lo (Wind Poacha KeJ» (3n 61110yd. torn) SUNNYSDE UP bed 
l|5n H good to tom). Gh* 8 Lildy hold hi l^tima poirt-to-pood al 
8 to (taaan Cadto r Intabto (soft) geubrato 4sv 

xU (3m 3L good) Setaaon: KUM0R LAO 


1.15 SEA HOLE SBUNG HANDICAP HURDLE (£2.233. 2m) (12 runneis) 

1 031430- LIABILITY ORDER 446 (OJ.S) (A Pitdon) J Boln 6-1241 . M Moktoey 96 

2 256223 BRACKEMTHWAfTE 10 (J Slider) L UorWano 5-11-7_E Cabman G) 95 

3 204404} KALKO 37 (B.D.G.S) (J GoMe} J Golrte 6-11-4 . F Ppra)r{3) @ 

4 156545 R1MBG 19 |G) (D Ms, L PsfOd 510-12 . .. A DoUm 96 

5 CHKHWl TUARSS 172 (B.Cjft m Sn«4 W 10-154 . . S loytoi (7) 98 

6 /TOMB WITOWN B.UES 26 (D£5) (Mra L Dys) T Dyn 6-10-2 .. . J Catalan 89 

7 2303-44 RJWY ROSE 154F (P Moeaii P Mcnteth 510-1.. 6 M* (7) 90 

8 464) OVAL WORLD 21 |C Wliftn.) D Dtitort 4-10-0_ B Hwftto (3) 87 

9 0,D004 3 4 VAN Offl GRASS 19 (F Gras.) P Catver 5104).L Wyn 93 

10 OP-OO MSS GREENYARDS 14 (J 8xttoO) J HsJOae 4 104)_ F Leaby (3) - 

11 OtVOP-P FiRCY PT 12 (H Atewow) H Ataar tSa 5104). B Smy - 

12 PPPifl CARZARA 14 (Mv I FtvresD B MaO^ga! 510-0 . _. .. _ G LOB (3) - 
Long hamtoap: Van Do Brass 513. Miss Gmenyacfc 57. Percy Pi 9-0. Cvaa 50 

BETTHG: 11-4 Bncfenfnate. 4-1 Vai Da Goss. 52 Runng. 51 Kata. 8-1 HllJmm Btues. 10-1 Fumy Row. 
12-1 Thr-ry 14-1 Otar*. 

1994: KMRG043ERRE 511-5 A Ttom«n |1 Ml J Bvctoy 9 an 

FORM FOCUS 


464) OVAL WORLD 21 1C WhiAn.) D Witerc 4-150_ 

0,D0O-P4 VAN OS GRASS 19 (F Gras.) P Catver £-10-0. 

OP-OO KISS GREENYARDS 14 (J Bbctoodd J ttttne 4 104) » . 

OtVOP-P PERCY PR 12 (H Akaanow) H AlemA 5104). 

PPM) CARZARA 14 (Ms I Forrestl B Itoo^gart 510-0 . . . 



BRftCKBflHWAnE W 3n) ol 11 m Mi Mnrarty 
in cofldltiona! tocteys' novice' iBirttap lurdle t 
Doncaster (Sn liUyd. good to tom) PirvwieJv 
taxi 2nd o( 13 to Kontartey Bay m a setton 
tantto ludle a Cattendc (2m. and to (ton) won 
VAN OER GRASS (lb heller rf) 33*1 toad 
RUIHI6 (31b bean od) 2Vil Sir 
THARSK bled tf 70i oi 14 to thflW Sapphos r a 
seBtog laidcap Iwdle al UOmeier (2m 41 UOyd. 


good to tom) HU.TOWN BLUES 231 Ml ollO to 
Raduel'J Omt in a frarxtap ludle Jl Herfan 
tin. good) FUNNY ROSE 16MI 4* oJ TO to 
Hoaile Ad n a novice' handicap ludfe al 
SoviwfU On. good to (ton) MISS GREEN¬ 
YARDS btlod on 8th o! 9 to Botaney an in a 
maiden hude over come and rtsunce (good to 
tom) rrth CARZARA 91 tost 
Setecttxt HUTDWN BLUES 


□ Tony McCoy has given up his attempt to break the record For 
the fastest century of winners in a season. Peter Scudamore 
holds the record, having reached IOO winners on December 20 
in 198S and 1989. McCoy—on 93 winners—abandoned plans lo 
fly to Edinburgh today and so give himself a chance of setting a 
new mark at Southwell tomorrow. 



113143 GOOD TIMES 13 (BF.FAS) pin 0 Ektovoon) B ttdl 12-0... BWest(7) 88 


ftocecat rwitw. Sfc-ipse term IF — Wl P — 
ante) up U — masted refer. B— broujn 
arm S—dipped up fl —raised D — 
fequaHftad). Hra'i name Days stoce last 
outog. FdlbL IB — Wtan. V — visa. H — 
hood. E — Evchidd C — corns nm. D — 
dfc tmui «in». CP—course and tfadaoco 


wireu BF — baton bmunto (i latest race). 
Going on Bttcti boreo las won (F — bin good to 
firm, hard G — good S — soft good b sod. 
heavy) Owner Jn bradsfc Inner Age and 
wotghL Rider pfas any aflowmee. The Time 
Private Haratapper's rating. 


1.45 TABLE HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3,404:2m 41) (6 nmnors) 

1 43F161 SWORD BEAQL 44 (DJ.GS) (Mrs S Uisan) kta M Rrvetey 11-11-13.... PMven 98 

2 3323P-3 WAIT YOU T1€HE 12 (DJ.G.SI (H Alerando) H Aloaxter 1511-10. 1*5 Sates 86 

3 31315F njRTTAR 14 [COf-G^l (JPate) N TWder 6-11-8_ ASSmBs 96 

4 12F-1Q3 SHAARID 17 (POUtad) 1 Betdbg7-11-5. JOsbomo 96 

5 215045 RAPO MOVER 14 {B.G.fJ^ Ota J Wcf advw-Ureray) D Note 51510 IWyM 97 

E S22F1U WILUE SPARKLE 12 (DJ£S) (1 Kudcr Ur, 3 Bradbome 9-10-0 . B Storey S 

Long hamjrap Willie Spartfe 57 

BFTTUffi. 74 Swred Beach. 2-1 Stand. 52 Wail Ton There 5l Purten. 14-1 Rapid Mover Wihs SparMe 
1994: SB PETB1 LELY 7-11-6 Ur C tore* (5?j V ttoomcre) 7 ran 

FORM FOCUS 


SWORTj BEACH beaJ De Jontan vjj n a 3-rwnei 
handicap dnse at NomasOe (2m 41. tom). WAIT 
YOU THERE ll'/l 3rd td 7 to Screw Mo to a 
land no chase al SodgefeM (an 11. good). PURI¬ 
TAN bar Magellan Bay 71 to a 19-nmer novice 
handicap drxe al Doncaster (2ro 31110yd. good) 
b February 

SHAARD, dm tones a mmei over fences too 
tern. 171 id a 10 to Highkmr Craier in » 


cmbhornl )ockeys' mwee hmica) hwdfe A E«- 
W pm 3. good to sod) RAPC MOVffinwl 5fc 
ol 6 b drartoy Beato m a coneWonB pccteys' 
hnbcwi hurdle here (2m good b (torn 
WlliE SPARKLE beat Lne AndLel Live 2QHn a 
6-nn» corebboal jodreys' habkap dose al 
Kedum (2m « 110yd, good » firm) on penuBi- 
mae start 

Sdodan SWORD BEACH 


2.15 GAS HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£3.183: 3m) (5 runners) 

1 2HIP/34 TALLYWAOSER 21 (DJBF^jG) U Fefehssaw) G Moore 8-11-10. J Cafatfran 95 

2 0PGP00 SHANNON GLEN 2) (B.F.S) (M on.ii) M SmTh 511-10_ G Hater 80 

3 3S5613 TtGHTBl BUDGET 39 (F.SI |A Siabn Ur E ‘Mat 8-11-10 . . F taraU (3) 94 

4 012U11 MASTHIOFTW ROCK 28 (VD.F.GS) S Adams) JMi*e5T0-13 EK»stwid(3) ® 

5 35452F- WHITE WWOC 233 (D/.5) (P RusoNH Uts l Rusal 7-1511... A Thornton 9) 

BETTWGl 54 Tallyvaggn. 52 Master 01 The Rock. 52 TigMa Budget. 51 Shanrwi On 7-1 Y8«» Drerert. 

1994: TRUMP 559 Mr D Parker (5-1) C Patel 9 on 

FORM FOCUS 


TAUYWAGSBni 4») ol 12 B Village tandea e 
a lanthc^i hrtdte al Kelso i2m 61 1 lOn) good lo 
»lt| TIGHTER BUDGET 71 3rd ol 11 to Darrcnq 
Owe oi 3 bsidicx) Itedle al Kelso On 39. good). 
Previously, made aV to be* Old Kbits 3W m 
teto hmikap f2m 61 lOOyd. good totom) MAS¬ 


TER OF TIE ROCK beat Enmfta 201 h a 3- 
lunner handicap ludk al CaDeric* (3m il llOvd, 
good to firm) WHttE DIAMOND short-bead aid ol 
10 to Enmpiar m a hnficap hudle at GfeHste (2m 
41 110yd. good ro tom) m peuKknafe start 
Sebctbn: MASTffl OF DC ROCK 


2.45 HOLE ACROSS AMATEUR RIDERS MAIDEN CHASE " ' ; rf 

(£236: 2m 41)-(9 runners) .- - • V-j.o- 

1 3/PP0PP- AH JM LAD 272 (B.G) (A Mtflwsm) D Nolan 11-11-10 A MePtason (71:80 ; 

2 465322 DOXFORD HUT 12 (F) (W Mctewn) W McKoom U-TMO... K WMan^). @ 

3 0005 RNE TUNE 236 (T Hank) Mre S ftadbunr 5U-10-. Mss P Roteoo 0 - 

4 5445702 GRANDSC8BW14(Sco»*EtesotjPatoert) i Xtaam7-11-10 ttssPJonea(7) 81‘ 

5 0GZP4 LIVE AND LET LIVE T9 (Un C GnSg) Mia L Rreadl 11-11-10- . C Sbiey 77 

6 0 MERRY ROSE 21 (Bmt Rjnngdap) M Hamand 5-11-10..--C Borew © - 

7 30 MON CASTLE 26 (Ms V Thompson) V Thompson 7-11-10--' U tborapjoa p) 87 

8 0 TIES LEAD® 21 (Ms D ttd) P Cater 511-10- Mbs K HH (7) - - 

9 PP05TO IW G0MN 14 fll Harvey) 4 Dorth 6-11-5. A tabm (7) *t*. * 

BETTMG: 7-4 DntaRl Hul 2-1 Grmd Scanty. 51 Im And td INe Moon CeJfe 12-1 rines Leader. 151 ' 
Fte Tune. 20-1 olhos. 

1995: NO CORRESratONG RACE 

FORM FOCUS 


DOXFORD HUT 8! 2nd of 11 to JUe Boa Bffly n a 
tmnjcap chase at SedgcfeM (&n 51. good). 
GRAM) SCENERY 3012nd o( 10 n Roctet fein 
a nonce Chase mb course m) iSriaxs (good ID 

a «flh MY GONNY imaeriod rber seven otl 
AND LET UVE tailed off 4b ol 6 to Flash of 
Realm tn a handicap ctese al CaOendr (2m, good 


to torn). MOON CASTLE 1413n) ol 7 b Orttey n a 
orvtce (toe al SodgoMd (2m 51. firm) on potu5 
Grata start. TIES LEADS 561 9b ol IS to ' 
Gymoak Cyrano to an omafeu rates' mantel h»- 
rtfe al felx 12m 61 110yd. good to soft) wt*. 
MERRY ROSE B1 10*. 

Satodtec DOXFORD HUT . ' 


3.15 SHORT HOLE STANDARD OPBf NATIONAL ffDNf HAT RACE 

(£1.446: 2m) (7 runners) ...1. 

1 1-11 Dlfwrr ROUTE a tF) F taW J 'jBhnxn 4-12-4 ' IV C BortoB (3| - 

2 2-41 ADAMATO 14 (F) [G Aiten) R Allan 511-11:-: S Mofeuu (7) - 

3 JAYDALAY (U tochtaon) ItaJ L Russd 5-JT4. 1* J-D UcGlfBM 17) - 

4 2- LORD FORTUNE 2B7 (T Hemmoigs) M Hamwnd 51M._:_' Pltaon - 

5 ' 53 MAGUIRE 14 (D Lrach) G Moore 5TM._..._N BesOty - 

6 50 OVER STATS) 37 {J Stephenson) P Cheesbmorfi 511-4__R Sappto - 

7 PWNY (Ms M IMP bbs M Renter 4-MM3._.... G Loe (3) - 

ffiTTWG: 5-2 Direct Route. 51 ArtanaBr. 7-2 lonttahn. 5T Pray. 51 toguR. 14-1 jaydtay. 251 On 
Stated. -1. . . - ... ; 

1995:NOC0mESnM»GRACE . 

FORM FOCUS ’ 



Nl to a 5 
end; ipn. 
Pertifih' 
cnassaid 

(7b beta . 

d 15 to 


Ptoremg Gab In MaGaaal tad flat , race owr 
couse and dtetance (good) OVB1 STATH) vmB 
(watei IS® oMB to An lord m Marta) Rkoh 
M tooral Hunt fid race (in SI llQyd. good to sod) 
on sai3aaal debun 
SotacOon: DWCT ROUTE 


□ High Padre completed a treble in the St Helens Handicap 
Chase at Haydock on Saturday, ridden by stand-in jockey 
Finbarr Leahy. Mark Dwyer had been due to ride the 7-4 
favourite but he took a heavy fell on Newtands-General an hour 
earlier. Dwyer said; “Nothing is broken and I may come back 
on Wednesday or Thursday, or leave it to Boxing Day." 
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NEW 

INTEREST R 

ATES 


New Business Rates effective from Monday 18th December 1995 

NET 

% 

Gross 

CAR % 

Mnej Muster 

Up to £5,000 

2.22 

3.00 


£5,000+ 

2.41 

3.25 


£25,000+ 

2.74 

3.70 


£100,000+ 

2.88 

3.90 


£250,000+ 

3.03 

4.10 

Premm Be^iess Aeeara! 

£5,000+ 

3.30 

4.50 


£25,000+ 

3.66 

5.00 


£100,000+ 

3.84 

5.25 


£250,000+ 

4.02 

5.50 


£25.000+ 

3.15 

4.25 


£100.000+ 

3.52 

4.75 

IrnsoBltcnM 

Up to £2,000 

0.93 

1.25 


£2.000+ 

1.30 

1.75 


£10,000+ 

2.76 

3.75 


SATURDAY’S RESULTS 


The Listening Bonk 


MonAte'HSBC O Group 

Midland Bank pic, 27 PoulOY. London EC2P 2BX. 


Ascot 

Grang: good (good to lum n places) 

12.15 (2m 31 llOydch) 1. Setter 0 Batnitt 
(G Bratuev. 6511: Z Chaltergef Du Luc (7-2 
it lavj. 3. Cumdnar '^haiteoge |7-C (1-lawj a 
ran 5,31 Mis S Noc*>- Tc4e- C61 E7 30. 
Cl 70. £1 TO DF El CO 70 CSF £254 36 
12^0 (2m 110yd ndiel 1. Cal Eqrervamo (A 
P McCoy. 7-4 lav). 2. Speedwell Prince 151). 
3. Strong Pioanse 17-21 10 ran NV. sh hd P 
Nrrftefci Tot? £2.60. £130. E1J0, Cl 50 
DF £6 20 Tio £500 CSF'£12«' 

1^013m Hi 10yd hdle) 1. Slfwr Wedge U 
Oaten*. 7-11 2. Pufly Hoad (5-2 lav). 3. 
Top Spin (33-11. II ran MR- GUtar Cave 41. 
a O Stemmed Tote. £9 50. £2.20, £120. 
£B90 DF £12.50. Tite £86€0 C£F. 
£24 75 

1.55 i3m 110yd chi 1 Unguided MtasOe IR 
Dimtomdy.. 7-2 fi-tev Rrchard Evans's 
nap). 2. Hoiign Quest (7-2 jt-tovj. 3 UnhNy 
ASrance (25-1). CouUrrt Be Befler 7-2 |i-(av 
(1) 9 ran Mh, <Ss1 G Rchaids Tote £3 SO: 
£1.10. £2.10. £3 70 Df £980 Too £65 40 
CSF £1426 Trcast £232 40 




Nap: SHAARID 
D .45 Edinburgh) 

Next best Blaze Away 
(1215 Edinburgh) 

Richard Evans lamed a 10-t doubbon 
Saturday He napped Ascot’s tig-race 
winner, Ungumed Missrfe (7-2). and 
coupled H with DvxJ (6-4J. His Other 
winners included Celibate (15-2). who 
was a/so setecled by Thunderer 


ZSOGmrfi) 1. From street g Osteoma. 11- 
e lav). 2. Martn's Lamp 111-41. 3. Thumbs 
Up r5l| 8 ran 41, 10 S Shenwxxl Tote' 
£230 £1 30. £1 40. £2 40 DF £3 40 CSF 
£557. Tncast £19 03. 

3.00 (2m 110yd hde) 1. Prkteefl (A P 
McCoy. 51): 2. Mysta [1-2 lav). 3. Kattegat 
(20-1) 9 tan 41. 13. M P*m Tote: £6 80. 
£1 40 £1 50. £Ta0. DF £590. CSF S3 14 

Haydock Park 

12.101. Do map pal (11-10 lair. Nswmarfcei 

Corresponrtert’s nap and Prtvats Hand)- 

capper's top rrtlngi. 2. Dally Boy (H-2) 3. 

Nordic Braca (11-U 20 ran 

12.40 1. Sovwe1gn5 Parade (5-T) 2. 

Paddy s Rfibim (IT-lOtav): 3, Gjspel Sonq 

(2D-1).20ran. 



racelTime] 

FULL RESULTS SERVICE 

080 1 -1 6R-1 68 



1.10 1. Master Boston 1511: 2. vabyir 
Wbmoc (11 -2). 3. Srang Ctesl (151). Strong 
UerSdne 9-2 lav. 12 ran. 

1.40 1. Celibate (152): 2. Kartak |7-1|; 3. 
Faa And Fancy (151): 4. Squire Y01K (1511 
Atoomine 51 lav 17 ran NR Gakfen Hello 

2.10 1, High Padre (7-4 lev). Z Mr 
Flanagan |51): 3. SiNw SjcK (4-n 6 ran 
NR info The ft=<I 

2.40 ». Simply Dashing 17-4 lav); 2. 
Lansbofougn (11-4). J. Monyman 120-11 17 
ran NR Harvgmg Grove 

3.10 1. Spanish bgtt i2-l). 2.1-jng Luolct 
(4-7 lavi. 3. Wise Advice (151) 4 ran. 

3^40 1. Swanbistar (251). 2. Palosanlo |4- 
11: 3. hakKjrdSi (7-1) Gtomanqto 7-2 lav. 
20 ran 

JaCkpoC £7,100.00 (0.10 wwng UChete. 
Pool at £A.t7ZOO cardod forward to 
Lingfield Park today). 

Catterick Bridge 

12^5 1 Branch er 19-21. 2. YThaKfeJvnesjy 
(4-1 lav); 3. Emperor's Mage (51) 13 m 
Wl Deep Fate 

12-S5 1, Nethertay Said (11-2). 2. FHJ 

SNtong 1511; 3. Dok MKtotgM J14-1) 

Emerdd Charm 7-2 lav. 10 ran 

1 25 1. Uvk} (6-4 tavi: 2. Coming Alive (20- 

1). 3. Domiroci (14-1) 14 ran 

155 1. Nawnafl Prince [ 100-30) 2. Strong 

Approach (2-1 bid: 3. Ms M| (100-301 5 

ran 

225 1. Marco Ma^oftco 112-U. 2. Master 
Otthe House (IOO-JO j-iavj. 3. teiqleioriian 
19-2). Keep Baling 100-30 p-tar. 8‘ ran 
2.55 1 these (9-?) 2. Rusaan Castle (7-21 
3. Mifengar |14-1j T*«n States 54 lav 8 
ran. 

32S 1. CNna King (52). 2. Rxfcal fiotorm 
(14-1). 3. Baihomoch (54 tev) Uran 


LINGFIELD 



2.00 LE REVE HANDICAP (£3,657:60 (10) 

501 (5) 444 ROCXVUf PXE 145 (SI S Do» 510-0. W Woods 91 


Uttoxeter 


12.00 1. Backgammon (4-1). 2. tefoani Te Be 
(51). 3. Wren Warttar (51) Ml flundlc 2-1 
tav IS ran Nfl. Nahla 
1230 1. Serious 15) rraj. 2. Wectrov (25 
1) 3. MEKrfgW Ate (151) 16 ran. 

1.00 1. Jacob's Wfita is-o M 2. Hi* Low 
(3-1) 3. Sense 01 Vak* {I2-I| 4 ran 
1 30 !.GoldenNugget|l0-l).2.StKftK. 115 
1): 3. Nmv Wo Knov (511. FtomoWo 7-2 tav. 
14 ran NR Fa* On The Run, Mpg a n wc h. 
2A5 1, East Houston ilQ ll. 2. Fok Qupd 
(151): 3. ftvage Bfcu lll-B lav) 0 ran NR 
Gantjgn CommaxJcr. Lord Gvflcne 
2.35 1. Boyrougo (3-1) 2. Nahri 15-2 H-tav); 
3. Mey-si (51) Golden An>J* 52 jr-krv 6 
ran NR Hearts Are VWd. Teen Joy 
3 05 1 Matt Reid (12-11 2 #* V/t«vl(5l). 
3 Vdeda II (7-Zl Moreentn 51 Lw 7 ran 
NR Sparrow Hall 

3-35 1. Poller’s Gale (1581»): 2. Doeonl 
Perry |52) 3.Bi*>BarcreKU651) 14 ran 
NR Joy Fa Lrto. Luna Forte 


JUMP LEADERS 


TRAINERS 

,fo w 

a ta Jrt **« 

U Pipe 85 60 33 1 -741 

PHobte 46 76 7? 2 +1021 

Mr.URwrt?* 39 ?6 18 1 -541? 

N Tartan Dainra 39 30 20 1 5 -?319 


JOCKEYS 





A P McCoy 
DBndgmer 
PHnsn 
R Dimmody 


u H M rraa Oil 

93 60 47 0 + 61 58 

71 49 33 16 -2019 

42 38 20 15 -436T 

40 3 36 2 -43 96 


THUNDERER 

12.00 Wabem. 12.30 Lady EriaL 1.00 ManfuL 1.30 Red 
Rusty. 2.00 Speedy Classic. 2.30 COLOSSE (nap). 
3.00 Note Of Caution. 3.30 Master Miltfreld. 

The Times Private Handlcapper’s top rating: 

1.00 MANFUL 

Our Newmarket Correspondent 12.00 Wahem. 
1.30 RED RliSTY (nap). 3.30 Tetika. 


GOING: STANDARD 

DRAW: 5F-1M. LOW NUMBERS BEST 


JBWrttfitW 9 
5 RHughes - 
. — CDvyor 83 
1-9-4 S Satan 94 
3 MWtfnm 90 
3 JDaftv 91 

. W Woods 98 

_RUota BS 

. DGrtMB 15) 95 
C Adamson (5$ 95 
JFEgn 96 
... PFessovpi - 

. EBarawal 85 

1 Znroon. i5i (stbs. 


12.30 WITCH OF ENOCH CLAIMING STAKES 

(2-Y-O: £2.739:5f) (9) 

201 19) 0313 CHARTERHOUSE XPRES 17 (BAS] U McComw* 3-2 

AWta 96 

202 m 1060 CHEMCAST 66 (D.fl D KcAofo 9-2 - . Afejr&aves 88 

aa 13) 500 ROWLANDSONS STUD 18 G L Mscr B-6 SWIflmrth 92 

704 (5) 2545 S LAHGH17 (D.G) J BsiTf 8-3_ AUtOone 98 

205 16) 8420 GRACIOUS STETCU) 6 C Ml 8-3.... J Qufcm 88 

TUB (2) 0613 LADY ECLAT 6 (V.BF.G) J Glam 51. 0KMNI3) ffi 

207 (4) 0000 LATZU 18(BlBFerrco 7-M GBfedwtf 8? 

705 (fll 0000 CARWYN^OWCE 70 P die 7-9. NAdsns - 

?OT (7) 560 DOUBLE OR BUST 124 A tocarte 7-3 PFessay fS) 81 

156 U» Ec«. 2-1 Oartatnu Xpres. 7-0 Chemcja. G La Ftyi/10-l otes. 


1.00 HOTSfHffi UMITH) STAKES 

(Amaleurs £2,802:1m 41) (13) 

301 (8) 6014 STttiED 6 (UJWtfJ P H&foyn 5-10-13 

Mardnonesa Btadbrt (5i 89 

302 (91 3406 MRCGMMAKMQl<a,S)CHad!510-9 Pn*fifc) U 

303 (3) -000 BREW BULLET 26J A CftamcilM 4-10 9 YMe)m«(7) - 

304 (13) 0000 W1Win)IEY157(D l F l G|RHa!fctahHd510-4 URbid 90 

305 (5) 4056 KENYATTA 4 (C.G) A Moore 6-10-9 .... I*s J tan (5) 74 

306 |4| MO KUAMESSdl&ER6(5)HUftmtei510-9 OGunlnr 17) - 

3nr (11) 2302 l*MtfUL6(flJHwaoi3HH.. . MssAB-*y <3) ffl 
306(10) 05P KICK MLLDN33JJ Mu&c 4-10-4 . Mrs K Tremn (7) - 

309 (7) 0032 HSKYTU17 (D.G) PKclkiw 4-10-4 Wk 5 Kdtoway (51 85 

310 in 0000 5DRBICY147B CVUSt 3-HM.. MrsM Thofy (5) - 

311 [6i 0400 SIHEAKYHAWK 8B J PW44 J-10-4 .... MrsL Place 89 
317 (I) 1320 WATER HAZARD 20J (CAF.G) S Co* 3-10-4 T McCarthy 8J 
313 (12) -06D HUEHCHOSS18JSRBiBlll^913 .. JDAWp) 85 
9-4 MooU. 4-1 Water Haad. Stalled. 5-1 3maty tart, duty Fo. B-1 dhcr. 


I .au IHV1CTA BLOODSTOCK MAIDEN STAKES 

(Div l 2-Y-O £2,981.1m) (9) 

«1 101 DOCKLAND^ 1840 8 UcMaDl 9-0.HWgham - 

a; ill 0H.YRttmon9-Q.... . RKudvs - 

4IU .71 02 RED(KblY9UMonti9-0... JTde © 

4114 (71 ra SAHKAR 23 R AmrflW*] 9-0 ...... J Wdtans 86 

«5 (41 5500 IARTAN EXPRESS 112 B Pearce 9-0 . J FErjai - 

(5) 0 WBX DRAWN 115 H Canny 9-0 . . . WNremes 85 

«<’ li) ELEGAHTISSMA 5 D» 8-9. . . . DBqgs - 

K> HM4fl S Wotxh B-9 .W Woods - 

409 i»l 05 NAPl£RSTARSMrtHMJta*yfl-9 Airando SondBS (5) - 
r*aJRmri-. ?.< irtt, 4-| Only 11-2 WellDraon. 7-1 taopi io-i otnp-. 


(8) ROBOMASC12(OLfifiltUortaeicKaB58-13 JFEgn 9i 

in 6«2 SPEEDY CUSSX: 18 (CaFi)MIHJte58-J3 WKwS 9E 


507 (2) 031! HALF TWS 12 (B£,G) RFlom 3-8-10__ DBfegs 9: 

^ ^ W^^JSjafCJI.G^JMooroS-S-^-AUcCkM 9 

3)9 (9) 1135 SOim&VJ D0MM0N12 (B.CD.GJ II Jrdmston 3-8-4 

510 (7) 6463 GJR SHADES 4 (VJXLF.G) K hoy 5-53_ GftoM I 

J ,^ r !»• 9-ZBrto taK 5i So Twer. Speedy CtoRte. 5 

i Msy Giwe&. 10-1 Soutoan ttomtaton 


2.30 ATR0P0S HANDICAP 

(On K. £2.426:1m 2!) (13) 

521 !!} 4 !55 UP PAtW 24J IDF) H Kamon 3-70-0 „ . R Hyoftss 9 
6© (TJ 1416 RIVAL BO 2J (CD^.G^ ta II Maatay 74-12 

603(101 541- EXPL0SWE POWER 402 I 

W4 (91 4505 aUWEPUSSKBi 60 H^Jnoc^S DWrtSS« a 

HB (1) 3030 WVEH9)RDE27JF)0M^d3-M-1.T JGjft 9 
,4J (p,G) DMrtnfc 6-9-1. AfocGreaRS 9 
GOT (4j 0055 X1GT FLAMENCO 21 (DF.S) U Rwn 44-12 O a-— a 
«8 1121 wa COLOSSE 27 J Eyre 3+1J .T " R |SS | 
«B (7) 0004 MARY UACBUW 23(F) J L HaraM-10. “esSEs 8 
c)? PALACtGATt BOLD4 fC/) R Kortoe 6-8-9 AMcGtou 

611 (13) 066 KETCMCAN 2DJ S Fiun 3 8-Sl^ ' W^mb' . 

612 (8) 0411 REAL UAOOD 29 (V^S) G EretoN'iis"" MA&re a 

613 |61 5000 LA BOSSETIE 18 R teJSi 3 t!u “ r Wfcns 9 

^ "** **■ *■* W *"■ *+ 

J (?) EBEN MAAS S WdbaiB 9-0 , 

0 S 3034 MTSsSSr^^F* 1 *^ 1068 ' 9 H1h4iS .95 
9 (91 WJTE OF CAUDote 2 

A (133 4103 flmf 1 fR tapes 9« 

t 

>« s s “ 

« sSS?,K,S-S- Sisito *‘'« sSS * 

\\ -S? 

13 •i D SS fc- ™‘ Su,WMl “*“• 8 " 1 **>■ tatea. 10-1 Sad Ste. Tifl*. 


__COURSE SPECIAUSTS .. 


&Qm 3 nain 379L GWtaW. • 
a J? p fj£ J St 75 24 (ft; j BtffY. 211*01 #4; 

&rtc.23bum 105, D1 75; 0licholb.5tan23, 2tJ%. --. 

S # «E 8 fWa 3TSfcT Asttiy, 3 ton-;' 


ic Oft D i _ i w "TV w, itu, k. rmmukk 

1“^ R L ^ m - 3 lan 20.150*. S WSrtwrBi. 19 bom 132. 

























































































; *'*us. S£ n ••'nift- 

=*:• 


): •_*, 
•‘rt. 


UeffSi 

. ,.58^ 
t-TCMi 

5i" ■,v; ul ^ 

:■ rhjfrK. 
■ T* i” ft 


£«? AUE 


•-..w 

*jab 


.-.■Hr 

-:rii 


<» 


THE TIMES MONDAY DECEMBER 18 1995 


RK 


EUROPEAN FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 27 


Rob Hughes, football correspondent, on the players who will illuminate the English stage next summer 


N ow that the draw is made, will 
the committee-men kindly 
leave the stage to the real 
entertainers, the players? Pat¬ 
rick Kluiven's handsome brace of goals in 
the 231st and final European champion¬ 
ship eliminator at AnfiekJ last week puts 
his name firmly among the elite of those 
from whom so much will be expected in 
June. He has spent 12 of his 10 years 
growing accustomed to his body, to a 
frame still growing at 6ft 2m. to using the 
tools that are a footballer's best Wend 
with a comfort and a grace that is beyond 
most Englishmen. 

He joins the obvious names: 
Alessandro Del Piero, of Italy; Davor 
Suker, of Croatia, who has scored 16 goals 
in 15 internationals: Hristo Stokftkov. of 
Bulgaria, and Gheorghe Hagi. of Roma¬ 
nia, who will be trying to repeat the form 
they showed in the 1994 World Cup: and 
the Laudrup brothers, who. fitness per¬ 
mitting. will be in harness for Denmark. 

However, it is too easy to ally with the 
recognised stars or starlets. Spain have 
not even yet blooded Raul Gonzales, the 
remarkable teenager who is attracting 


Liberos free to entertain 


bids of E7 million from Roma to his 
destitute owners. Real Madrid. 

There is another sphere, coming from 
the players themselves and from club and 
national team coaches abroad, that liber¬ 
ates great talent from defence. Fittingly. 
this trend is led by Germany, where. 30 
years ago. Franz Beckenbauer created the 
libera. 

The game comes full circle and more 
with Matthias Sammer, the new 
Germany libera. Red of hair, tall and 
lean, he exercises even more freedom than 
Beckenbauer did: he bridged the gap from 
East to West Germany, coming from 
Dresden, and in some recent internation¬ 
als has glided forward to pepper the 
opponents' goal with mure shots even 
than Jurgen Klinsmann. 

That is the trick: Klinsmann captains 
the side, captures the eye ana the 


or FA 


attention, and defenders like 
Sammer steal forward to 
capilalise nn the spaa-. The 
trend is extended in the former 
Eastern bloc. Russia have not 
one bur ixvo liberos. Viktor 
Onnpkn and Yuri Nikiforov. 

The pair bemused Blackburn 
Ravers in the European Dip 
Champions’ League while 
sharing the defence, and the freedom, in 
die Spartak Moscow leant. Onopka has 
since been iransferred to Oviedo, in 
Spain, for what looks like a snip at £].S 
million. 

But his game. Summer's game, is in 
every team rhat plays with imagination. 
Croatia use Slaven Bilie as the free 
defender and. whenever you look at 
Croatian youth teams, you see a ynung 
man replicating the idea, coming straight 
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from central defence on long, 
striding diagonal runs that at 
times take them beyond the 
forwards. Miordrag Belo- 
dedici is ;t master of such runs 
fur Romania. 

When you talk to coaches 
overseas, they speak not of set 
positions but of football play¬ 
ers. Marcclo Lippi, the prag¬ 
matic coach of Juvcntus. in Italy, rarely 
gives plaudits to individuals. He makes 
an exception of Paulo Sousa, of Portugal. 
"Sousa settled into Italian football as 
though he was bum to it.” Lippi enthused. 
“There is no doubt he has a key part in the 
success of Juvenilis. Technically, tactically 
and physicaUy.he is an outstanding 
midfield player.” 

Along with Rui Costa. Oceano and 
Figu, Sousa is one of four Portuguese who 


interchange with an ease that comes 
naturally tu them. It depends on instinct 
but also on habits ingrained in boyhood. 

and they would instantly be at the heart of 
England's or Scotland's European 
championship cjuest. They are a quartet in 
concert, gifted players who operated 
together in ftirtugalS 19S9and 1991 world 
youth championship-winning sides. 

Holland, of course, build the same 
understanding at the .Amsterdam kinder¬ 
garten of Ajax. Kluiven takes headlines 
for winning important European games, 
but Clarence Seedorf is a young master¬ 
mind. a player you could not pigeon-hole 
in one position, a teenager whose instant 
influence at Sampdaria obliged even the 
club captain. Roberto Maneini. to adapt 
his game to the Dutchman's style. And no 
one is sure that Seedorf is a better player 
than Edgar Davids, of Ajax. 


It natural talent abounds in Portugal 
and Holland, both Spain and France are 
opting for something built on intelligence 
and trusted physical maturity. The 
French, recently leaving out Ginoia and 
Cantona, have developed a dynamic and 
crunching midfield quality in Christian 
Karentbeu and Marcel Desailly. both 
employed in Italy, and leave the 
goalscoring id be inspired by Youri 

Djorkacff. the new sensation of Paris 
Saint-Germain. 

And Spain? Watch Just! Luis Caintnero. 
A reject of Real Madrid in his youth, ut 2S 
he is now driving Atletieo id the top. He 
has proved at World Cup level that he can 
cope with, indeed thrive on. the demands 
of seven games in three weeks. Including 
the final, that is what will be required in 
June. 

What one cannot say. because of the 
demands of dub matches and the vaga¬ 
ries of form, is that any individual will 
even be in the England team next 
summer. But one can hope. Perhaps an 
English youngster. Robbie Fowler, will 
emerge to claim a place among the 
entenainers. 




Quick on the draw 
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Spain will be seeking inspiration from the indefatigable Caminero 



T hese days, a week ne\cr 
goes by without there 
being a draw for some¬ 
thing or other. Yesterday, we 
had the draw for the European 
football championship, which 
is certainly an event to enjoy. 
At least, the football will be 
fun. 

But six months before the 
event, we apparently -need to 
have this colossal feast of 
anticipation. 1 am sure we will 
all be frightfully wrapped up 
in the event when it finally 
comes along, but right now. in 
sporting, as well as in news¬ 
paper terms, it is light years 
distant. 

Trouble is. once the event is 
finally upon us. w»e will all be 
told endlessly about the light it 
sheds on the World Cup of 
1998. We had the draw for that 
just the other day. Thus does 
sport wish its life away. 

Old athletes live in the past, 
in the days of their golden 
youth. But sport's selling force 
always live in the future, a 
dream world of glorious and 
impossible excitement. Al¬ 
ways, the best thing ever is just 
around the comer. Between 
the idealised past and the 
idealised future, there seems 
no room at all for the turbulent 
present, the only rime zone 
worth living in. The one in 
which football is actually 



Onopka a tormentor of Blackburn, wifi play a key role for Russia 


bus yesterday was yet 
another flight from real sport, 
another descent to the world of 
suits, pop groups and tele¬ 
vision personalities — and 
remember, this is a television 


broadcast after ail. a floor 
manager told the assembled 
audience, awed by the perfect 
gloriousness of his own 
medium. 

ft had been a day of hand¬ 
shakes between suits, men of 
influence trying to buttonhole 
men of still greater influence 
across the vast ness of the 
International Convention Cen¬ 
tre deep in the heart of the 
loveliness that is Birmingham. 

Sponsors, sporting power 
brokers, media men. Plastic 
bags with free hats for those 
that wanted free hats. Down 
the motorway a piece, there 
was actual football actually 
going on at Anfield. this very 
afternoon, but in Birmingham 
we were already in flaming 
June. 

So there was Tel — it was 
Sunday so he could not possi¬ 
bly have been in court — 
showing that he can still smile 
and twinkle. He had been 
talking with the managers and 
the coaches of all the other 
teams, and, apparently, all 16 


of them thought they had a 
rough draw. 

England begin against Swit¬ 
zerland. which sounds like the 
recipe for the dullest and most 
disappointing game at Wem¬ 
bley since England played 
Uruguay in |9bo. .Ah. but that 
was the year, children, in 
which England won the World 
Cup. which was then also a 
tournament of lt» team-. 

In many terms — money, 
television, marketing, spons¬ 
orship, security — Euro Vu is- a 
far bigger event. In other, 
somewhat more important 
sporting terms, it is not. But it 
is still plenty big enough, and 
should be one to savour. I plan 
to start savouring it round 
about the end of May. 

But alas, by that time, the 
hard sell will he on for 
Wimbledon, which follows 
hard upon. And by then they 
will be selling us the Olympic 
Games, which come a few 
weeks after that, and during 
the Olympics, no doubt they 
will be selling us the domestic 
football season. Or something. 

However, for three brief 
spurts of 90 minutes each. 
English football will be shoe¬ 
horned into the present as the 
team takes on Switzerland, 
then Scotland, then Holland. 
And if we are not completely 
fed up with the whole damn 
thing before it starts — well, 
we should get some seriously 
decent sport. But I'm in no 
hurry. 1 wonder how they got 
on at Anfield. 

Simon Barnes 
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Sammer, left, gives Germany an extra dimension, while Kluivert strikes fear into Holland’s opponents 
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THE 1996 European champ¬ 
ionship wifi be the largest and 
most significant sports event 
to be staged in Britain since 
the 1966 World Cup. By al¬ 
most every criterion, the 31- 
match tournament will dwarf 
any world championship or 
international competition held 
in these islands since Bobby 
Moore raised the Jules Rimet 
Trophy at Wembley 30 years 
before. 

Whh 16 countries participat¬ 
ing for the first time in the 36- 
year history of the event more 
than SjOOO media personnel 
will cover Euro %. The event 
will be televised by 130 coun¬ 
tries across the world. Football 
is not just Britain and Eu¬ 
rope’s most popular sport, it is 
the world’s. 

There is particular global 
interest in this competition, 
because the overall standard 
in Europe is" higher than in 
any .other continent At the 
1994 World Cup. seven of the 
eight quarter-finalists were 
European. 

Fi nancially - the competition 

is already more profitable 
than the previous record for 
any British sports event — the 
1994 and 1995 Wimbledon 
championships, both of which 
made £27.9 million. 


Eyes of the world 
on one continent 


The television rights for 
Euro ■96 have been sold to the 
European Broadcasting 
Union for £44 million, and the 
primary sponsorship and tele¬ 
vision rights for the rest of rhe 
world have gone for £24.4 
million. 

Ticket sales have already 
topped 400.000 in Britain 
alone, bringing in £13 million. 
Glen Kirton, the tournament 
director, said that the sale of 
seals for England's three 
group games at Wembley is 
now “approaching" the alloca¬ 
tion for the host country. 

Under a “loyally" system to 
buy a ticket for a quarter-final, 
an applicant must have pur¬ 
chased at least one seat for 
each of the three group games. 
Once individuals have applied 
for quarter-final tickets, they 
can apply for the semi-final. 
Only u they have a ticket for a 
semi-final can they apply for a 
seat for the final. 

Kirton believes that some 
tickets from England’s oppo- 
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nents may be returned to the 
Football Association in the 
next few months. However, 
foreign sales will only really 
begin today, now tftar the 
countries know where they 
will be playing. 

Each country is allocated a 
maximum of 7,000 ■ tickets, 
although at least five, 
Germany, Italy. Holland. 
Scotland and Denmark would 
like more. All tickets are being 
sold through the national gov¬ 
erning bodies or their official 
agents. 

THERE is likely to be some 
flexibility on the numbers 
allocated to individual coun¬ 
tries, although this will be 
guided by the requirements of 
safety at the grounds. 

Hie vast majority of the 
money earned from television 
rights, sponsorship and ticket 
sales goes straight to Uefa, the 
European governing body, 
which then distributes the 
money to its member nations. 


The FA which is running the 
tournament for Uria, will 
spend EI5 million on staging 
the competition and. provided 
the stadiums are. on average. 
B0 per cent full, then it will 
begm making a profit. If all 
the seats are sold, then it will 
make a surplus of £2 million. 

Kirton said: *Tf there is a 
conflict between the FA mak¬ 
ing a profit and staging a good 
tournament, then the priority 
is a good tournament. We now 
have a number of fine 
grounds, as a result of the 
Taylor Report, and also sound 
administration. We do not 
need to tell, say, Manchester 
United, how to to stage a 
football match. They know.” 
However, if the FA goes into 
the red, then Uefa will write 
off any deficit from its profits 
from the tournament 

The important thing for the 
FA. and England, is to hold an 
event that is a success, and Is 
seen as a success. For three 
weeks next June, the focus of 
the sparring world will be on 
England. It could give the 
stimulus and confidence for 
this country to host the World 
Cup and Olympic Games in 
the 21 st century- 

John Goodbody 
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Book your tickets for Euro 96 


The Times is offering readers in England the chance to apply 
for tickets for the 1996 European Football Championship, the 
largest sporting event in be held in the United Kingdom for 
over 30 years, by completing the form heJow. Unfortunately. 


due to Uefa rules, this offer is only open to readers who are 
resident in England and residents of Northern Ireland, the 
Republic of Ireland. Scotland and Wales should apply to their 
respective Football Associations for rickets. 


HOW TO APPLY 

See the details of the Euro 96 draw on 
page 21 and complete the coupon, 
below, indicating the number of tick¬ 
ets you require tor each game under 
the appropriate price column. All tick¬ 
ets are aHixated on a first-come, first- 
served basis on the (Plowing loyally 
basis: 

(a) You can apply I h up lo lour tickets 
lor any otlhe 24 indWkftiat group 
matches. 

(b) If you appfy for tickets for at least 
three group matches you can also 
apply tor up lo four tickets lor Dne ol 
die quarter final matches. How ever. 
you cannot apply for a greater number 
ot tickets lor the quarter finals than for 
group matches. Eg, If you request two 
tickets lor three group matches you 
can only apply for a maximum of two 

i--- 


tickets for the quarter finals, 
fc) It you apply for three group 
matches and a quarter final 
you can appfy tor up lo tour ■J , '_ 
tickets for one of the semi- 
final matches. Again, you 
can’t request more tickets -w ^ 
than you do for group 
matches. 

(d) Tickets lor the final can 
only be requested it you 
have followed (a), (b) and 
(c) above. You can apply 
lor a maximum ottwo 
tickets as (otows: if you 
apply for four fictets tor 
a semi-foal game you 
can apply for two 
tickets for the foal. If 
three or two semi¬ 
final tickets are -- J* 


applied for you can only request one 
final ticket. It you only apply for one 
. semi-fma) ticket you cannot apply 
lor a ticket to the final. 

HOW TO PAY 

There are three ways to pay: by 
cheque, credit or debit card or 
by three instalments using the 
direct debit method. 

• To appfy for your 
tickets by credit or 
debit card caB the 

holfine number 

099 099 1996. Lines 
are open to 8pm this 
week and during 
office hours from 
December 27. 

• Cheques should 
be made payable to 



Euro 96 Account, ft you indicate on 
the form that you are willing to accept 
tickets in a higher or lower price 
bracket, lo avoid tickets being sold 
out decide on the maximum amount 
you are willing to pay and write 'Not lo 
Exceed £...' just above the word PAY 
on your cheque. 

• If choosing the direct payment 
method ensure (hat that part of the 
form is fully completed. Again, you 
can tarot the amount you wish lo 
pay in the appropriate box. Your 
account wilt be debited in three 
monthly instalments. 

Then sign and date the form to 
agree to abide by the 
terms and conditions of • .7 
the championship, 
copies at which wB be •erj| 
sent lo all applicants. SSISuVC 
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It requested tickets are not available and you 
wid accept a higher category, please tick I I 


Maximum amount you weh 
lopayE-- 

Post to: EURO 96, PO Box 1996, Newcastt»mnder4-yme, Staffs ST5 1L£ 
or return to your local Midland Bank branch in a sealed envelope 
marked Euro 96. 

APPLICANTS DETAILS (please use block capitals) 

Title: (Mr/Ms/Ms)___ 

First name:________.....________ 

Surname:----____________ 

Address:_____________ 


Postcode:---Day Tel number.......— J 

Signature:-----D.oJ 3 . (if under 18):....— J 


THIS SECTION FOR DIRECT DEBIT TRANSACTIONS ONLY 

Q Name end fid poctal address at your Bank or Hunting SoeWny branch 

To lhe manager __ BEwJ^IBuiUhg SoCEfy 

Address- 


.Postcode... 


© Naimtis] of account holders) 


0 Brench sort cede 

itKOlnctO^ii'&arantea. 


@ Instruction to your Bank or Biiklng Society 
Please pay EURO 96. PO&a 199ft Ncvrcaate 
Under-Lyme, Starts STS 1LE 
Dneci detjas Iran me account deudett nn ihfc 
instruction sub)«a to the aakjgmpfc kubB by 


imt 


© Bark or BuBtfing Sodeiy account no sgramretsi. 


■ Oats. 


Signature^)...-- 


... Daie._— 


Orgawser'G identtration number 
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28 FOOTBALL 


Hat-trick fails to gloss over unacceptable behaviour on and off Villa Park pitch 

Milosevic 
focused in 
unedifying 
spectacle 

pF 5 ! Michael Henderson finds little 
to celebrate in Aston Villa's 
4-1 victory over Coventry City 
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>ark pitch Waddle s 

-licence 

to thrill 

too much 
for Leeds 



T he Ship of Fools lies in 
the harbour, rigged and 
ready for the high seas, 
but there is still room in the 
hold for stragglers. Aboard 
then. Glenn Hoddle. and en¬ 
joy the voyage. There will be 
time to consider your plaint, 
that Europeans are “scared 
stiff 1 " of English football {“woo! 
woo!") and time, should you 
reconsider, to repent. 

How can anybody sound of 
mind speak such guff? Hud¬ 
dle's phrase formed the basis 
of a risible newspaper story on 
Sarurday. that European foot¬ 
ballers quaked in their boots 
before engaging the English. 
We realK are a pitiful bunch, 
happy tn deceive ourselves 
with these assertions of cod 
patriotism, as though the 
whole bang-shoot was some 
kind of virility test 
If the FA Carling Premier¬ 
ship table tells the truth. Aston 
Villa are the fourth-best team 
in the land, to which one is 
tempted to ponder what sort 
of land do we inhabit? Here is 
a side of strictly limited ability 
and appeal, which helped 
itself to victory over hapless 
opponents in a game wretch¬ 
edly short of the expertise one 
is entitled to expect of profes¬ 
sionals. Coventry, who first 
played at Villa Park in 1936. 
have still to win there. 

In their defence, though it is 
really none, they were a man 
light. Kevin Richardson, once 
a Villa player, was sent off 
seven minutes before half-time 
after committing 3 second 


bookable offence. Commend- 
ably. Paul Alcock allowed play 
to continue in Villa's favour 
until the ball went dead before 
he produced the red card. Well 
played, ref! 

Richardson, booked for an 
early foul on Draper, had fol¬ 
lowed up with a hack at John¬ 
son. whose enterprising goal 
had given Villa a twelfth- 
minute lead. Predictably, he 
was astonished at the decision, 
and his team-mates added 
their two penn'orth before the 
game resumed. What babies 
they are. 

It is difficult to assess how 
the behaviour of players af¬ 
fects the mood of the crowd. In 
rugby (both codes), it does not, 
because the players are more 
mature and the spectators 
more sympathetic to the na¬ 
ture of the game. Football, on 
the whole, attracts less dis¬ 
cerning characters and sup¬ 
porters tend to get worked up 
a lot about things that matter 
only a I idle, when they are not 
behaving in an unseemly and 
often disgusting fashion. 

Instance: when Yorke. the 
Villa striker, was taken from 
the field on a stretcher after a 
clash of heads with Busst. a 
significant minority of Coven¬ 
try’ supporters jeered him on 
his way with obscene hand 
gestures and foul language. 
Instance: after Richardson's 
dismissal, the same support¬ 
ers stood as one to acclaim 
their player in a bizarre dis¬ 
play of what politicians call 
“unity". They were united, all 



Milosevic, who had not previously scored at home, celebrates his third goal against Coventry City on Saturday. Photograph: Hugh Routledgc 


right, in complete and utter 
ignorance. These things hap¬ 
pen so frequently at football 
grounds that nobody finds 
such antics peculiar, never 
mind repugnant. This is how 
people behave, and ifyou don't 
like it. you're a cissy. 

In these decorous days, 
when a player narrowly fails 
to keep a ball in play, he is 
treated to an unwarranted dis¬ 
play of hatred. If one wanted 


to fmd an example cf ail that is 
most coarse and mean-spirited 
about the modem English 
character, in vocabulary and 
conduct visit a football 
ground; any football ground. 

One-up at half-time. Villa 
added three goals through 
Milosevic, the Serbian centre 
forward who had not previ¬ 
ously scored at home. A better 
finisher would have had six. 
but who’s counting? Draper 


and Johnson supplied decent 
crosses for simple headers, 
and Busst* mistake enabled 
him to complete a comfy hat- 
trick. He has scored five of his 
eight goals this season against 
Coventry and. like every"other 
striker in England, he would 
love to play them every week. 

Ron Atkinson continues to 
spend, most recently on 
Whelan, the former Leeds 
United forward, who made his 


debut in midfield. The Coven¬ 
try manager would do better 
to keep the millions in the 
bank and protect his team* 
goal with oil drums and a big 
alsatian. They have now con¬ 
ceded 24 goals away from 
Highfield Road, jointly the 
worst away record in all four 
divisions. 

Dull though it was. the day 
was not without charm. The 
match programme carried a 


Newcastle take comfort at home in Beresford’s absence 
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Ferdinand: winning goal 


Newcastle United.1 

Everton.0 

By Peter Ball 

THE examinations of Newcastle 
United's championship credentials 
are starting to come thick and fast 
The trip next week to Old Trafford 
will be the acid lest but. at home at 
leasL they are overcoming every 
challenge triumphantly. 

Two weeks ago. against a physical 
Leeds team, they came from a goal 
behind to win. On Saturday, after 
Bereslord had been sent off with 
almost an hour remaining, the ten 
men found strength in adversity. By 
the close they had fully merited the 
victory that maintained their 100 per 
cent record at St James' Park. 

"People will see the result and 


think, ‘that was tight', but that 
doesn't tell the true" story.” Kevin 
Keegan, the Newcastle manager. 
saicL "It was a great result There was 
no room on the bus for any passen¬ 
gers today. 

“As a manager you look at our 
home record of played eight won 
eight, and you know it isn't going to 
be easy going through the season 
with that record, and when you see 
the sending-off so early, you think 
'this could be it’. 

“But we reorganised a bit. We 
decided with the players we've got to 
keep attacking, we had a slight 
adjustment, leaving Les j Ferdinand] 
up and letting David [Ginolaj roam, 
and the other eight just had to work 
their socks off. But you couldn't ask 
for more commitment or effort — or 
thought, because they were clever the 
way they sorted out their problems." 


Yet. until Beresford was sent off for 
pulling down Kanchelskis as he sped 
past him onto Amokachi's pass with 
a clear run to goal. Everton had been 
slightly unfortunate to be a goal 
behind, but Stuart and Amokachi 
spumed their chances. Newcastle 
managed one moment of champion¬ 
ship quality. Ferdinand taking 
Beardsley's pass to beat Southall 
from a tight angle for his 2IsL and his 
team's fiftieth, goal of the season. 

five minutes after Beresford's 
departure. Gillespie was removed to 
allow Albert to come on at left back, 
and Keegan’s fears were soon laid to 
rest Smicek made one outstanding 
save, and two good ones, but the 
better chances came at the other end. 
with Beardsley and Lee going close 
and only a post denying Ginola. 

“The more we pushed on. the more 
dangerous they were on the break," 


Joe Rpyle, the Everton manager, 
said. Fear of a second sending-off 
persuaded Royle to make one substi¬ 
tution at the interval taking off 
Parkinson, who had been booked, 
and sending on Home, who collected 
the second yellow card in his stead. 

It was Royle* second substitution, 
however, that dominated the final 
half-hour as Ferguson came on to 
polarise opinions. Although Fergu¬ 
son's height caused problems, the 
substitution may have been mis¬ 
judged. Jackson went off. Everton 
playing three at the back; but 
Kanchelskis, their most dangerous 
attacker, now found himself going 
bade to protect Watson from the 
danger of Ginola* pace. 

But nobody, it seems, knows what 
to do with Ferguson. On Saturday, 
the Newcastle crowd treated him to 
chants of “YouYe supposed to be in 


jail." which were good-humoured 
enough, but only after greeting his 
appearance with a storm of booing, 
which was as uncharitable as 
Everton* attempts to defend , the 
indefensible are obtuse. 

“He* a threat, he* a good player, 
but he* lacking match sharpness," 
Royle said. “But we — you, the press 
— must be careful it* not seen as a 
one-man club or a one-man team, the 
Duncan Ferguson sideshow. Just let 
him get on with being a player now." 

Indeed. But it might help if 
Everton. directors and players, 
stopped pretending that their errant 
Scot was whiter than white. 

NEWCASTLE UNTTHJ P Smicek _ W 

Barton. D Peacock. S tfaway. J Beresford — K 
GHeape (sub P AJbert. 40n*i). R Lee. L Oak. D 
Gi nota — P Beordsfey. L Ferdinand 
EVERTON (4-T-4-TJ. N Sexrthal — M Jackson isub 
0 Ferguson. 57). D Watson. C Short, D Unsworth — J 
Parkinson (sub: B Home. 45) — A Kanchetetas, G 
Stuart, J Ebbratf, A Lmpar — D Amokachi 
Referee: P Ckxta 


Hammam outfoxed 
In tale of the tape 


Le Saux proves casualty of 
another sour encounter 


Hateley highlights 
Bolton’s problems 


Wimbledon.0 

Tottenham Hotspur.1 

Bv NickSzczf.panik 

WIMBLEDON, understand¬ 
ably. were feeling hard-done- 
by after seeing Tottenham 
Hotspur plunder a late goal 
that condemned them to their 
first defeat in four games, 
when, with a little luck, they 
might have been celebrating 
their first win in 14. 

Even so. most of those at the 
post-march press conference 
were mildly taken aback to 
find Sam Hammam. the Wim¬ 
bledon owner, hauling in a 
video camera. Hammam in¬ 
sisted the videotape provided 
incontrovertible evident rhat 
his team had had a legitimate 
goal, a Mick Harford header, 
disallowed by David Elleray. 
the referee, and been denied a 
penalty for a handball by 
Gary Mabbutt. the Tottenham 
captain, well before Ruel Fox's 
S5th-minute winning goal. 

Joe Kinnear. the Wimble¬ 
don manager, who has been 
no stranger to controversy on 
the subject of refereeing, feels 
thar the time has come to 
make such material available 
to officials during the course oi 
matches in order to avoid 
arguments afterwards. 

“With modem technology, 
sooner or later we’ll have to 
have a third eye-, because 
referees aren’t good enough." 
he said. They could destroy 
my career. Managers get 
sacked — but what happens iu 
the referees? 

“We deserved something 
and I find it very hard to 
accept: when our pressure led ' 


to a genuine penalty, we didn't 
get i! In the second half. I felt 
we would win. We picked up 
every thing in midfield and we 
had enough opportunities to 
punish them." 

He had a point. After 
Heald* early point-blank save 
from Sheringham's header. 
Wimbledon looked more like¬ 
ly winners. Fox* right wing 
runs notwithstanding. In the 
second half especially. Walker 
seemed to be under continual 
pressure, although he was 
only beaten when a brave save 
at Ekoku* feet led to an 
almighty goalmouth scram¬ 
ble. HoldswortIt's deflected 
shot finally being cleared off 
the line by Calderwood. 

Fox* late score, however, 
was a goal that would have 
deserved to win any match, 
even if this was hardly a game 
that deserved such a goal. 
Sheringham, always a threat, 
volleyed Armstrong’s cross 
back across goal for" Fox, in a 
central position for once, to 
beat Heald with a flying 
header. 

Tottenham's win, their fifth 
successive game without con¬ 
ceding a goal, takes them in 
third place in the FA Carling 
Premiership. “It wasn't the 
greatest performance," Gerry 
Francis, their manager, said, 
“hut it wasn't that long ago we 
were worried about gening 
out nf the bonom four.” 
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Blackburn Rovers.1 

Middlesbrough.0 

By David Maddock 

WHEN two intelligent young 
footballers consider their fate 
this morning, they will no 
doubt ruefully conclude that 
the FA Carling Premiership is 
no place for the faint-hearted. 

Graeme Le Saux’s season is 
almost certainly over after his 
leg was snapped as he fell 
awkwardly m a challenge 
with the Brazilian, Juninho. 
The injury was accidental no 
doubt. But the play before the 
incident, in the fiftieth 
minute, was full of intent, 
most of it ugly. As Juninho 
reflects on this game, he may 
feel as depressed as Le Saux. 

The Middlesbrough for¬ 
ward was a target for much of 
the unsavoury nonsense that 
suggested the unhappy end¬ 
ing eventually witnessed. A 
symphony of elbows and 
lunges, underscored by a ma¬ 
levolent crowd. 

As Juninho tried to comfort 
the stricken Le Saux, his ankle 
at right angles to its usual 
position. Middlesbrough's 
supporters struck up a dread¬ 
ful tirade against the Black- 
bum Rovers player. Fjortoft, 
their own striker, displayed 
his disgust with an angry 
gesture. 

No wonder, then, that the 
Brazilian was moved after¬ 
wards to discuss the physical 
excesses of the English game 
with a heavy heart. It is not a 
problem, he said, despite his 
slight build, but it is weari¬ 
some. “1 am prepared for it. 


but every game 1 play in 
England three players against 
me have been booked. This 
game was tougher than that 
the toughest so far," he said. 

Biyan Robson, the Mid¬ 
dlesbrough manager, believes 
Juninho will adapt “He is 
slight but he is quick and 
intelligent and he will sur¬ 
vive," he said. “This game was 
difficult but give him another 
couple of months and .well 
see him at his very best" 

The sickening injuiy to Le 
Saux had a sobering effect on 
the match, which had offered 
little in terms of entertain¬ 
ment anyway. Only the pre¬ 
dictable contribution of 
Shearer warmed the spirit on 
a day that would have kept Sir 
Ranutph Fiennes indoors. 

His goal, a laser-guided 
shot from the edge of the box 
after 41 minutes, settled the 
game and two further efforts 
from him provided just about 
the only other goal-mouth 
action. His consistency for 
Blackburn, 23 goals so far this 






Le Saux: horrific injury 


season, also raised a familiar 
refrain from the visiting sup¬ 
porters who questioned his 
ability to repeat the trick for 
England. 

Even allowing for Shearer* 
lack of support on national 
duty, it is something of a 
puzzle. Robson, in his capaci¬ 
ty this time as an England 
coach, offered continuing sup¬ 
port if not a plausible 
explanation. 

“For England he's just in 
that sort of run where he's not 
scoring." he said. “Bui he 
remains a threat, a real dan¬ 
ger around the box. and when 
he does get one then I'm sure 
he mil probably score in the 
next ten games." 

At least he has an immedi¬ 
ate England future, which is 
more than the unfortunate Le 
Saux. Robson’s concern for 
him expressed the gravity of 
the injury. “1 only hope he 
won’t be out for too long, but 
it looks very serious." he said. 

A bulletin, issued from the 
hospital where the player was 
recovering yesterday, re¬ 
vealed that Le Saux has ! 
broken the fibula in his right 
leg. dislocated the ankle arid 
appears to have ruptured j 
tendons in the ankle. Early 
estimates suggest that he will 
not play again for four 
months, making him an un¬ 
likely starter for the European 
championship. 

BLACKBURN ROVERS (4-4-31 T Raw, 

— J Kjnia, C Hendry. H Beta. G Le Sew 
Kufe G Fonlon. &4mnt — S R>ptev I6ub: C 
Cotoman. 46). T SheiwoocL L Bofwwn. D 
Sany — A Shears. M NewtdJ 

MIDDLESBROUGH 15-2-2-1). G Wafch - 
N Ox S Vskers. N Pearson. D WryJo. C 
Flurnmj — P Slanp. C Lridfc — N Bjmbv. 
Juvtfn — JAFprtoMsub JHendne.601- 

Referee: P Danson 
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Queens Park Rangers .. 2 
j Botton Wanderers.1 

By David Powell 

MARK HATELEY may not be 
fit, but at least he is playing 
and making a nuisance of 
himself, setting up both of 
Queens Park Rangers’ goals 
on Sarurday and hitting the 
bar with a header. His contri¬ 
bution underlined how ur¬ 
gently Bolton Wanderers need 
to sign a forward. 

Bolton have lost all nine of 
their away games in the FA 
Carling Premiership and. 
with only one point out of the 
last 18, they are adrift at the 
bottom. Their only fit for¬ 
wards are de Freitas and 
McGinlay, who have scored 
one goal between them in their 
past six league games. 

Roy McFarland, the Bolton 
manager, has increased his 
bid of £750,000 for Nathan 
Blake, the Sheffield United 
striker, and is awaiting a 
response. McFarland said foe 
attack needed "fresh impetus", 
and he hopes that Blake will 
be a Bolton player this week. 

There is rime yet for Bolton 
to save themselves, and they 
arc not playing poorly. If this 
is the bottom of the Premier¬ 
ship. it should worry those 
clubs chasing promotion from 
the first division that a team 
can play to such a standard 
most weeks and yet be so for 
from safety. “We had enough 
possession and we felt we 
contributed enough but. at 
times, we just became a bit too 
cavalier." McFarland said. He 
was annoyed, not without 
good reasi m. thar when 


Bardsley pulled back Currie 
early on. the referee denial 
them a “blatant penalty". 

Bolton were on top, but 
lacked a finish until Rangers 
took the lead after 40 minutes, 
Hateley measuring a pass for 
Osborn to score his first goal 
for them. Four defenders 
watched as Sellars drove in an 
equaliser three minutes later, 
but no sooner had McDonald 
retrieved his own error to clear 
off the line from de Freitas in 
the 74th minute than Hateley 
headed into the path of Impey, 
who scored with a sweetly- 
struck shot Two minutes lat¬ 
er. Bergsson was sent off for 
clattering into Gallen. 

Thus Rangers won for the 
first time in"ten Premiership 
matches, since their 1-0 suc¬ 
cess away to Bolton. Ray 
Wilkins, the Rangers manag¬ 
er. had said he would settle for 
“a scrappy 1-0". He was per¬ 
haps unkind in toasting "a 
scrappy 2-1". The match may 
have been untidy at times but 
it was adventurous, too. and 
neither of these relegation- 
threatened teams showed any 
sign of wanting a white flag. 

Wilkins was pleased with 
, the “tremendous application" 
Hateley had shown since ar¬ 
riving in September, despite a 
succession of injuries. “We are 
seeing Mark in bits and bobs, 
but he has been good for 
everybody." Wilkins said. On 
Saturday, especially. 
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photograph of Doug Ellis, the 
Villa chairman, collecting a 
local award for his “services to 
sport". We can all drink to 
that 

ASTON VILLA 15-3-2) M Boo** (sub N 
Spink, 4»rwi) — G Charles, P McGrath 
(sd>: R Scmeca. 67). U EWoflu, G South- 
gate. A Wright — MDrapar. I Taylor, T John¬ 
son — D Yorke (six A Townsend, 34). S 
Mtaevc. 

COVOVTRY CITY (5-3-2)' J Ran — P TeL 
let. R Shaw. D BusoLF Wttams, M Hal — K 
Richardson. N Whatary J Saiato (sJ> D 
Rennie. 72) — P Ndtovu (sub: A Pttcnng, 
88). D Dudfei. 

Referee: PAicocX. 


Sheffield Wednesday.. r . 6 
Leeds United 

By Keith Puce ’. 

MUCH more of this and the 
FA Carling Premiership: is 
going tq have to start taking 
Sheffield Wednesday serious¬ 
ly. Not as prospective champi¬ 
ons — a team needs a defence 
as well as an attack to win foe' 
title, and they hardly bother 
with such niceties at ; .Hills¬ 
borough — but in terms of 
entertainment value. ' The 
scoreline says it all: We dnes-. 
day are seriously entertaknng. 

Of course, they are not the 
only dub to adopt a. positive 
approach. Newcastle .United;. 
Arsenal and Everton play .with 
two wingers, Aston Villa have 
fielded three forwards on their 
travels, and nobody would caH 
Manchester United " b oring. 
Wednesday have just taken, 
the theme to a crazily higher 
plane. 

David Pleat* cunning plan? 
Simplicity itself: a baric four, a 
“holding" player (the cannily 
recruited Steve Nicol) in from 
of them, and five forwards; 
scattered almost randomly in- 
foe other halft with licence to 
harmonise, extemporise mid 
eventually terrorise .the oppo¬ 
sition. Oh, and the full backs 
overlap as if their Christinas 
bonuses depend on it Fbr 
their rivals, when it gels as it 
did on. Saturday, this is indeed 
the formation from .helL : - 

Yet if Plan A, Pleat* permu¬ 
tation of attackers, is bold. it 
would not work without Han 
B. the perfintoel. He has 
produced positive, pfeasaht-to- 
the-eye rides wherever he has 
managed, but for years now . 
the “stop Waddle, stop Wed¬ 
nesday" brigade had snig¬ 
gered triumphantly. Stop 
Waddle now and there are two 
strikers' turned creators to 
contend with in Whittingham 
and the sumptnously talented 
Belgian, Degryse. never mind 
that Bright and Hirst hover in 
anticipation ahead of: them, 
each havmg*cored five goals 
in their past five games. 

Pbor old Leeds. Not only 
could they not hold Waddle, 
who had a foot in four of 
Wednesday* goals, but they 
could do little else right either. 
They tried, switching from 
44-2 to 3-5-2 and eventually '4- 
3-3, but each time they thought 
thar they had got it right — 
bang, another goal would go 
in; three in the first 25 min- 
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utes, two in five after the hour, 
and one for luck just before the 
end. They oould have had six 
themselves, so vulnerable 
were Wednesday to the 
counter-attack, but if Wednes¬ 
day had needed a couple 
more, they surely would have 
got them. 

pf the ones that were re¬ 
quired, foe first, third and fifth 
were memorable. The opener, 
inside four minutes, set die 
tone for the afternoon. Hirst 
muscled through two chal¬ 
lenges, Nicol* simple pass set 
Briscoe scampering down the 
left wing in support, and a 
measured cross was converted 
by Degryse: strength and sub¬ 
tlety combining to sweep 
Leeds aside. 

The third featured Waddle* 
inventiveness, a free kick 
chipped over the wall for 
Degryse to volley; the fifth's 
gasp-inducing turn by De- 
pryse past Speed, c ulminatin g 
in Hirst* thunderous finish. 
Brolin* first for Leeds, who 
scored at 30 and 5-1 down, 
reflected their comparatively 
cumbersome style, Nicol* 
goalline clearance rehounding 
back past him off the prostrate 
Swede* body. 

Wednesday* past five 
league games have now pro¬ 
duced 29 goals (16 for. 13 
against) and Degryse, for one. 
is finding foe Premiership 
"tremendously exciting . be¬ 
cause every team goes out 
thinking it can win every, 
game and hying to do. it" 
(Blackburn Rovers nexi 
month should disillusion 
him). Pleat, rightly, gets the 
credit. “He told me when he 
signed me he wants to play 
continental football,” Degryse 
said, "it was difficult in foe 
beginning, but now we all 
know what he wants.” - • 

Howard Wilkinson, foe t 
Leeds manager, blamed him- • 
self for selecting foe “exhaust-' 
ed" Kelly and Yetioah, Pleat, 
suitably thrilled, admitted that 
Wednesday had “got the 
breaks'. Such an adventurous 
approach desaves them- 

SHEFRELD WEDNESDAY K 
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Cole fails to glow in Anfield crucible 

Fowler fires both barrels 
to bring down United 


FOOTBALL 29 


Liveipool.2 

Manchester United_0 

By David Miller 

IT REQUIRED the substitu¬ 
tion of Andy Cole early in the 
second half to breathe life into 
Manchester United yesterday, 
yet they could not oven defeat 
by a newly strident Liverpool. 
Two rapier goals by Robbie 
Fowler sent a shudder 
through United’s champion¬ 
ship challenge and raised 
hopes, however distant, for 
Liverpool themselves, who are 
now II points behind 
Newcastle United. 

Alex Ferguson, United’s 
manager, for all his dexterity 
in winning earlier titles, is 
now faced with the reality of a 
mammoth blunder. Cole, 
bought for E7 million is a 
failure. In 53 minutes he had 
contributed nothing bar a 
header that almost hit the 
comer flag. So Ferguson sent 
out Scholes to play in midfield, 
switched Giggs to a central 
attacking role alongside 
Cantona, and shuffled the 
formation from 4-4-2 to 3-5-2. 
Belatedly, United became a 
force. 

From then until the finish, 
the match ran on a razor’s 
edge. United repeatedly 
threatening to draw level as 
Giggs and Cantona, prompted 
by McOair. stretched Liver¬ 
pool’s rearguard with their 
deft footwork. Yet all the while 
Liverpool one up from 
Fowler’s spectacular free kick 
40 second before half-time, 
were counter-attacking in a 
frenzy that might have 
brought at least three goals 
more. Fowlers second, three 
minutes from time, deepened 
United's wound. 

1 have been listening to the 


Anfield roar for many years, 
but seldom was it as thunder¬ 
ous as yesterday. On a dank 
December afternoon the 
ceaseless, echoing torrent of 
noise pounded the ears like a 
train entering a tunnel. Spite¬ 
ful verbal abuse was poured 
on Cantona. When the tension 
on the field mounted, with the 
successive booking of Fowler 
— no one understood why — 
McCIair. Sharpe and then 
McManaman around the 
hour, it briefly seemed as if 
Cantona's renowned short 
fuse might reach the gunpow¬ 
der cannister. The moment 
happily passed. 

The match, like so many, 
was won as much in midfield 
as by Fowler’s dagger blows, 
and indeed was almost res¬ 
cued in midfield following 
United's reorganisation. En¬ 
gland's prospects in the Euro¬ 
pean championship may be 
unpromising, yet here were 
two of our leading dubs 
reaching a level of sustained 
skill, al hurtling speed, that 
had a 40.000 crowd trans¬ 
fixed. 

Liverpool may have been 
through a lean spell, losing 
four of their last seven march¬ 
es. Yesterday, however. Mich¬ 
ael Thomas played with fine 
authority, controlling the first 
half hour. McManaman 
covered more ground than 
even Colin Bel! once did for 
Manchester City, and his 
cross-field linking with 
McAteer on the right flank 
repeatedly had United back¬ 
pedalling in alarm. 

The Kop was also severe in 
its critical abuse of 
Schmeichel. United'S goal¬ 
keeper. Returning after miss¬ 
ing two matches. Schmeichel 
made two superb saves from 
Collymore midway through 
the first half. Collymore. at 
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Weekly change Up 


Stayed the same Down 


Le Tissier fails to 
find magic touch 


West Ham United.2 

Sout hampton.1 

By alyson Rudd 

FOR 80 minutes of this game. 
West Ham United dillied and 
dallied in front of goal as if 
trying to decide whether they 
really wanted to score when it 
was so much more fun pass¬ 
ing the ball around in mid¬ 
field. It was fun to watch, too. 
West Ham provided examples 
of the swift triangular move¬ 
ment that is virtually extinct 
these days, but slices through 
the opponents midfield as 
cleanly as cheese wire. 

They could not make much 
impact in the Southampton 18 
yard area, however, and the 
visitors took the lead, Le 
Tlssier’s comer clipping Bish¬ 
op to beat Miklosko. 

Le Tissier had asked to be 
relieved of the captaincy be¬ 
fore the match and his manag¬ 
er. Dave Merrington, had 
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obliged, agreeing that less 
responsibility on the field 
might help release the skills Le 
Tissier has been bottling up 
for much of this season. 

ft was like watching a poor 
magician. Le Ussier tried 
every trick in his book: lob¬ 
bing the goalkeeper, the 
placed shot from 25 yards, ball 
juggling, deceiving defenders, 
but only his corner kick and 
the occasional precise through 
ball really worked. Genius, as 
a commodity, is invisible and 
difficult to find when 
misplaced. 

Still, it seemed Le Tissier 
had at least won the match 
but, nine minutes from the 
end. Slater ran at a by now 
sluggish Southampton mid¬ 
field. interchanged passes 
with Dicks, gave the ball to the 
excellent Hughes, who crossed 
for Cottee. who equalised It 
was an impressive goal and it 
unsettled Southampton suffi¬ 
ciently for them to allow West 
Ham to score again through 
Dowie, two minutes later. 

With seconds of injury time 
remaining, Le Tissier collected 
the ball with his back to goal, 
turned and looped the ball 25 
yards towards the top comer 
of the net. It arced too high. In 
a split second he could have 
saved his team a point won 
back lost adoration and re¬ 
newed the clamour for inter¬ 
national recognition- Instead 
his side was fully punished for 
{WO minutes of slackness. 

There were not too many 
cracks on Saturday but with 
Le Tissier unable to paper 
over them. Southampton need 
to work that much harder. 


J Mono* (Butt R Saw. 64). I BfafttP, M 
Hughes —a Ctttae, I Dome. 

Oakley (sub: N Maddban 70). J k fefltton 
Hughes. Tqj, BVenison. S Ctorton 
— MLeltesifif.N 
Referee: A Witte, 


last beginning to make an 
impact Tor his new dub. was 
excitingly dangerous through¬ 
out in partnership with 
Fowler. 

United's bold policy of play¬ 
ing both Giggs and another 
midfield player wide on the 
right has always courted dan¬ 
ger should their central mid¬ 
field players be overrun. 
McCIair and Sharpe were 
initially swamped and it was 
ihe removal of Cole, ironically, 
which enabled United to solve 
a pressing tactical problem. 

Thirty five of the first 45 
minutes must have been 
fought in United's half of the 
field. McAteer regularly got 
the better of Irwin on die right, 
his crosses generating wave 
upon wave of expectation on 
the steep bank behind 
Schmeichel. The goalkeeper, 
however, was equal to the 
occasion and the best 
Collymore could offer 

At last, the dradel was 
breached. Sharpe brought 
down Bames on the edge of 
the area and Fowlers free 
lack, from 23 yards, flew with 


such accuracy into the top left 
comer of the net that 
Schmeichel remained motion¬ 
less. deceived by the flight. 
The goalkeeper then tried to 
cover his error by berating his 
colleagues. 

In the second half, although 
Thomas's influence declined. 
McManaman remained elec¬ 
tric on both flanks. Following 
the flurry of bookings, he 
rounded Bruce, and chipped 
past Schmeichel. only to hit 
the side netting. United re¬ 
sponded with Cantona's rasp¬ 
ing drive which James 
parried, and near the end 
Giggs was within a foot or two 
of equalising. Wright scram¬ 
bling the ball outside a post. 

With three minutes left. 
McManaman accelerated 
down the left, found Fowler to 
his right, and the little man 
made scoring look so simple. 

LIVERPOOL Q S-2) D James — M Wright, 
J Scales, S Harkness — J McAieer. M 
Thomas. J Bamos, S McManaman. H Jones 
— S CoBynao, R Fomle* 

MANCHESTER UNITED [4-4-2} P 
Scftmeteftal — G Nowto. O May. S Bmce. D 
Inwn — D BocMiam. B McOw. L Sharpe, 
Gagas — E Galena, a Cole (sub P 
Senates, 53rwi) 

Referee: G Poe 



Collymore, who is beginning lo make an impact for Liverpool is closed down by May, left and Neville 
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(0] 1 CffiSEA 
Spates 2 S 


CWssa: D Non — D Prtweu, D Lee. A K 
Dubov,1 PMgnjafc S CM* 46) - 0 Wise, J 
(«ft P Fata* flip BrafiftE KmtM - M Hi 
Booted: Patescu, Hughes. 

RttoncGAsMy. 


ASTON VUA (1) 4 COVENTRY 

JoABMfllZ 0£jCn 64 

Mtemic48.G3.8Q 28.488 


BLACKBURN (]) 1 WDDLES8R0U6H (Tt) 0 
Shrara42 27.996 

BMdwni Raws: T Rows—J Kara, C RraWty. H Bag. 
6 LB Sam (aft 6 Fortin, 541 _ S Rtate> tatr CCoteran. 
«), T ShenraocL L Botaw. 0 Baity — A Sham. M 
NbMIL 

(footed: Smootf, Hauty. 

UMBttMtft*'Vtafc* — H Cw. SVittav N PaaramvD 
WMta, C Flaring — P Sump. C Uddta — N Bsrnty. 
JuurAo — J-A FfrrMl lair. J Hendrte. SO). 

Boatert Whyte. Banrtry. 

Serf off: Whyte (89) 

Rfltenc P Hanson. 


: Insurance Les^ue 




BARNSLEY 
Parian 54 
B.140 


1 CHARLTON (2) 2 
fiofcnan 23 
Heaton 39 


GRMSBY 
Forrester 49 
5.2W 


i some® ( 0 ) i 

Byrne SB 


HUDDERSFIELD (0) 
Tunas? 
jgpsan W.83 
Bra* S3 


4 WEST BROMWICH (D) 1 
Hurra Ban ?4 
12.6W 


psmcH 
Tuttte 59 (og» 
9.630 


t SHEFFIELD UTD (0) 1 
SBrtudrfiS 


MBJ.WALL 

7.894 


0 DERBY (1) 1 

Sfurridge43 


OLDHAM 
POote 26 logi 
Francis 56 fog) 
Bartow 58 Hate 68 


4 BtflVWGHAM (0) 0 
6802 


PORTSMOUTH (3) 
FUH3. 41 

WaKh 44 Cater 4? 


4 LUTON (0) 0 

7.0T2 


1 SUKHTLAID (1) 1 
SmlfiJZ 


1 CRYSTAL PALACE (1) 2 
Freedman 24 
Taylor 68 


WATFORD (1) 
Pteftps 33 (pen). 83 
Fasts 66 


3 TOUftOE (0) 0 
7.257 


mVBTHAMnON (0) 

23.329 


0 PORT VALE (1) I 
Prater 6 


Yesterday 


LEICESTER J1) 
Writow 36 Roberts 67 
Hester 79 


3 NORWICH (2) 2 
Eads 1 Fled 31 
14251 


BLACKPOOL 
Watson 15.70 
EflcMBanraTB 


(1) 4 BRADFORD 
Showier 77 
4257 


BOURNEMOUTH 
Ndah 22 Jones 70 
Hoi tell 75 


fl) 3 STOCKPORT 
Flynn 37,46 
3.638 


BnSTOL ROVERS (0) 2 OXFORD UTD 


fl) 1 WALSALL 
Wilson 53 


CHESTERFELO ffl 2 BRBVTF0R0 
Bam 50 (O 0 | Moris 70 Smith 2E Ansah 45 
4.016 

Sent off. L Rogers tChestBrtlgki) 73 


2 BRENTFORD 
Smttt2E Ansah 45 


NOTTS COUNTY (0) 0 CREWE 


Masaulcy4l 


PETERBOROUGH (0) 1 ROTHERHAM 


Spearing 59 


SHREWSBURY (1) 2 BRIGHTON 
HowboBram 42.59 (pen) Stem 12 
3.697 


SWANSEA 
Hradfil Tnpey 63 
2078 


(0) 2 BURNLEY 

tyres 32 Noam 54 
Code 75.87 


SWWDON 
OSufBvan 76 
8.418 


(0) 1 WREXHAM 

Cmwflj 86 (pen) 


WYCOMBE 
B1 £34012 
4.03) 


(1) 1 BRISTOL COY 
TtonUnTO 


(0) 0 HULL 

FewhgsS4 


ilitraimftflsibN 


GLLViGHAM 

3.045 


CHEST® 

RtdB>dson35 

SJJ04 


PRESTON 

WWnsonZ* 


C0LCFE5TB1 
Balt IB fOnstlla 4Q 
1138 


SCUNTHORPE (0) 1 

Young 63 


OARUNGTON 
&Bnm 17 
1.717 


DONCASTER (2) 4 

Ccfcomte? 

Jares 33.49.60 (pen) 

Sort off! Hentan 


EXETER 

ndB<tsan14 

GwmSU 


LEYTON 0RENT U> - 1 

Chapman 13 

1,633 

(loytan Onent) 59 
ROCHIAlf (0) 0 


ROCHDALE 

3.152 


NORTHAM PTON (2) 3 
Thomson 14 
White 2a 66 


HARTLEPOOL 
Alton 12 
1.612 

LINCOLN 

2201 


CAM BROS UTD (It 2 
Mktdtotan 22 Slad 59 


Mtedeton 23 Stock! 


MANSFELO 

PartmK 

2212 


SCARBOROUGH (0) 0 


HEREFORD 
Cross B 
1.9B2 




FIRST DIVISION: 14: Aldridge (Tmnmere) 
14.13: Goodman (Wotverhompton): Rd> 
erts (Leicester). 12 Blake (Sheffield Utd). 
11 : Riillps JWedord); Booth (Huddere- 
fietd) 10: Freedman (Crystal Palace): 
SturrUge (Derby); McCarthy (Oldham); 

Claridge (Brrmmgham): Hum (West 
Bromwich): Hunt (Btmwigham); Payton 
(Barnsley); Ward (Norwich); Bowyer 
(ChaiHonJ. 

SECOND DIVISION: 20: Nogan (Burnley). 
19: Barnes (York). 17: Goaler (Rotherham) 
IS: Finney (Swindon): White (Notts 


15: Finney (Swindon): White (Notts 
Courty). 13: ConnoilyJWretfiam); Showier 
(Bradford); Stewart (Bristol Rovers). 12 


(Bradford); Stewart (Bristol Rovers). 12 
Jones (Bournemouth); Wteon (Walsall); 
Edwards (Crewe): Lightboume (Walsall) 
11: De Souza (Wycombe): Reeves (Car¬ 
lisle); Moody (Oxford Utd). 

THIRD DIVISION: 21: Dale (Cardiff). 16: 
Saville (Preston): Whitehall (Rochdale). IS: 
Littlejohn (Plymouth). 12 Adcock (Col¬ 
chester}: McFariane (Scunthorpe). 12 
Start (Bury). 11: Butter [Gillingham); 
Fortune-West (Gfllingham). White (Her¬ 
eford). 10: Corazzln iCartbridge Utdl B: 
Jones (Doncasteri: Diaz (Wigan); tyre 
(Scunthorpe): Conroy (Fulham). 


m 1 EVBtTON 
36.557 


Arsen* D Sam — L Dton, 5 BoniA A Mans, N 
WWstan — U Keow, j Jnsoi (ofe S Udder, 48mii) 
D PttL P tea* — j Hartm I Writfd. 

Booted: Adam. Bodd. 

Sent oft Gould (78). 


NEWCASTLE p) 1 EVBTTON (0) 0 

Fwftwdir 3M57 

NMcaste iMe* P Site* - Wfean.0Pew**. S 
Hhw, J Bsradort - KSUejm fair Pttol4ftBD). R 
Lee, L Cfcrt, 0 Shota — P Beardsley. L FenftaKL 
Sort ott Betstord (33). 


(1) 2 BQLTOH 
Suites 44 
- 11.456 


Aston Via: M Bos** (sate H St**. 4taW - G Ctertcs. 
P MoGcati (su(L R Sdmeo. 67). U Blear, G Scutate, A 
Wrtgbl—UOopB. ITsytor, TJotmsor —DYoriBjajb'A 
TowMnd. 34), S Mtaawtii 


Ouam Park Rams: J Samoa—D Barite lay. S Yae^ A 
McDated, T Chds (air K Ruhr. 82ndn) - S Ostem 
(at: X GaUai 67). S Barter. I Hrtowy, A tnpey — T 


ancter. M Hateiey. 

Booted: McDmteLHatetey. 


GOKffl&y CttK J FBan — P Toler. R Star, D BUSSL P 
Wiliam, M H»a—K RcMsol N Wntei, J Sato (suit 
D ftetefl. 7Z)—P Ndtoiu (sub: A Patartig, 66 ). D DuMn. 
Booted: bad. fedenfetn. 

Sontotr.nctaitaoe(38). 

Roteree P AlcoA 


pnhnn Wndems: K Btaagan — C Ftechwgh. G 
Bemsson. G Taogai—S Sw. ATodd (sub: S MeAnaqiis, 
84)75 OreTTSeten. J Mips — F de Fredas, J 
MeGfoby. 

Booked; Frit dough, do Befea 
Sent oft Bergson (75V 
Referes S Lodge. 


SHBF&DWED (3) 6 Lffl)S 
Dean* 5.25 Bruin 23 

Wtubrqftsm 18 WiBaee84 

Bright & 24,573 

Hbst 72.86 


Sheffield Wednesday. K Pmsansr — I Motor. P Atherton. □ 
Vfafta. L Briscoe — S Mcoi — M Dqftse. M BrighL C 
Vtekle, 0 1 WL G WWahjtem (site: G Hffc.4fiinW. 


Leeds UrifeKt J Li*Jc — G Kelly (sub' R Htebo. 46). D 
WeOtoQfl, R Jobson. A Dcrtgu — A Couans. C Palmer. S 
McAllister. G Speed — A Ydxtei (sub: B Deane, 65). T 
BroHn. 


^Bell’s 


ABERDEEN 

Wbebssl 

12^00 


(1) 1 HEARTS 
Johnston &1 
CtfqubounM 


cane 

VanHoo^donk 16 


(1) 1 EALKHK 

%012 


HBSMAN 
Mc&ntar 16 
8.985 


(1) 1 RAITH 

Crawtud 57 
Graham 64 


KLMARNOCX 

<Nradi3Q.65 


(1) 2 PARTICK 
WWfittarel 


(0) 0 STJOmSTONE (6) 1 
Sate 89 


{XMBUMIE 
Moore 69 
Prtrto 75 


(0) 2 ARORE 
4.687 


B MORTON 
Ultev 76 
4.660 


( 0 ) i owes utd 

Johnson 1 
McSmgan T7 


HAMLTDN 
Harder 4 

McSby 38 Clark 44 


(3) 3 DUMBARTON 
762 


ST IfflREN 
YarOtoy 44 
Dick 66 


(1) 2 CLYDEBAMt 
Batwtson 5 
2.100 


BERWICK (1) 
Bute 36 (pn) 

Reid 85 

316 


2 MONTROSE 
KeonedrtS 
(tort 82 


0 EAST FH 
After 60 


0 STRANRAER 


OlEEN OF SOUTH (0) 


1 STTRLKG ( 

McCanad B. 37.47 
Bone 16 
Fhteraan3l 


STBIH0USBMU1R (1) 
Mfltoeaon24 
1,000 


I AYR 
Datae!S3 


BRECHIN (1) 2 UVMGST0N (0) 0 

Cakner 26(pen) 419 

McKeite 85 

Senroff. T Graham (Lningston) 82 


COWDBfflEATH (01 O CALEY THISTLE (01 O 
230 


QUStrSPARK (1) 2 ARBROATH 
Caitei 7 514 

Fny69 

Sent ott S Bder tAibroath) 77 


ROSS COUNTY (1) 2 ALLOA 
StmraDe 16 Cadden47 

EotarirM Rtan75 

1J63 

Seri oft R Wytb lABoaJ 89 


WmrtEtir&ojp] 


First round 


(01 O DEVERONVALE (1) 2 
Slmrl 25 
H^tpe85 


GLASGOW UNW (Oj 0 SPARTANS (1) 1 
250 Bums 6 


SPALDING CUP 


Second round 


SL0U6H 
WW6.86 
Hnades 54 


(1) 3 WONNG 
T74 


CONFHiENCE 


ALTRMCHAM 

H»dyZ3 


ill f THJWffl 
633 


BR0MSGR0VE 

Gxst30 

721 


(i) i wants 

Cop toy 88 


DOVER 
Restart 25 


(1) 1 BATH 
626 


HALIFAX 
Johnson 45 
834 


(T) 1 RUNCORN (ij 
Bigraadl 43 (gen). TO 
Eire 62 


HEDNESF0RD 
Foreman 2 
1.392 


(1) 1 KdXKRMNSTER (2) 
Mar 24 
Danes 43 
Deartoveffl 


NETTERMG 

1260 


(0) 0 FARNB0R0UGH (1) 
Boodle 7 
Btes 53 


MACCUSFELD (0) f GATESHEAD 

Hnotlh 87 1,161 


MtSIEGAKBE 

&Bldmr45 

Caaoto90 


(1) 2 STALYBRtDGE 

1.123 


N0RTHWKH 

Owni 73 (pen) 
673 


(0) 1 STEVENAGE 
BromeTO 
Hailes 48,65 


SOUTWORT 
Fain 79 
Whiter B4 


(OJ 2 DAG AND RE) (0) 1 

1ST 


23 9 1 
19 5 2 

19 B 1 

20 4 Z 

22 7 2 

21 5 2 

20 9 0 
72 5 S 
19 4 3 

23 7 2 

22 6 3 

23 6 2 

22 2 4 
^ 5 1 
IB 4 0 

21 4 4 

23 4 ! 
..— 22 3 3 
- - 22 4 2 

TO Dow ... 22 4 0 

21 TdhW_IB 3 4 

22 Dag oil Red 22 3 * 


L F A Pi 

3 18 18 46 

1 26 13 40 
5 19 19 40 
221 8 38 
5 20 21 37 

4 24 a 34 

5 10 20 33 
5 11 11 33 
3 1717 32 
5 9 15 32 

5 14 21 31 
620 32 S 

* i6 13 a 

6 n 13 27 

2 13 13 25 

5 9 IS a 
9 9 22 3 

6 14 19 22 
6 16 29 22 
6 12 22 19 
6 6 17 17 

8 4 17 j? 


WEST HAM 
Cofee 80 
DwteEfl 


P 2 SOUTHAMPTON (I) T 


EwrtonNSnulHB—MJadsan j^ir 0fa team 571.D 
Watsoo. C ShoU D Unsmfc^- J Stemita*: B Homt 
45) — A KandwteHs, G auert. 1 Ebbrtl. A bmw — O 
AmokachL 

Booted: fteknsoR.HMiM. 

RMgncPDutaa 


Wert Ham Untett L MMoite — s Ms, M Rtopa. A 
MaRto (adr T Brtv. 57 dWi). J DW 9 —D WB&mson, J 
Monad (Sut R Slate, 64). | ftfcp, M Hugh®-ACotea. 
I Dade. 


Booted: Honor. Ckreto. Bmcto. 

Sondrangten D Bmsw — J Dodd, R Hal. 1C Mortuu, F 
Banal - UOakfey jatr HMaO&m 70). J Ma^Sm (sub: 
O Hughes, 70). B ltedan. S Ctafton Mil Ttetor, N 
-Stepariey. 

Booted: Hail, Itotau, \teton 
Referee A WWe. 


: J Somoff—D Bants toy. S Yalm A 


WW8LED0N 

16,193 


(0) 0 TOTTENHAB 
F« 85 


Whtefatec P Heakf-K CurnnhaoL C Perry, ABeew. 
A Khd* - J Gotten* (ate V Jones. B5rotoJ. R Earie, 0 
Leateaifaen — D HoWarath, M Hated fsetr M Sfl'fc, 
72). E Bute. 

Routed - bMMttertbm Eaile, Harford 

Tottenham Hotspuc I White—S CnyWl Wr S State, 
86 ). C Ctetonoodl G IteUbutL C WDsen^— Rft*. J Drazefl 
(ah J BBo bugh, K), D Howfls. ft Rosartal - C 
nrostrong, E Stakghan. 
flrferee D Eteaj. 




GROUP two of tfie qua«ying tQJTMmant for tha 
World Cup ressmbtes a rrenefleld for England epaen Tory 
Vanabtes. OkJ enemies in Itaty and Potendwa ptae 
main orobterm: against Rely, bed the Ml and World CXp 


vanaaes. 11 ■ r r. ^v,„ 

main problems - , against Baly. brth tna Mi and WWdOp 
quaBlying rawds ae even, wiffi 

ah^ on gral dfflarence (+3): agamst Potoid, B^md 

have a dear supsrtorty with jus* one loss, that hi the W4 

«tt3EaKESa—e-e-»«55 

know to their cost in the Euro ‘98 quafiBere tt» P*«,w 
underestlmaftig both—Gaortfa beat tfie WBbhtwira,&^ 
at horns and 1-0 way, while MoWora defeated them >2 
st home but lost 0-1 away. 


HOME . 
P W D L F A 


AWAY 

WD L F A 


ITALY 
FuB record 
World Cup qua!* 
Hum 
Away 


Brggesi wta 4-6(1948). 
Bmq "96 tom: second fl 


: 0-20973,1978). 


two behind Croaiia- 


toumanwnl rBCord - P10. W7VD 2, LI. For 20. Agt 8. Pis 


Dublin: one against Aston Villa 


Yesterday 


POLAND 
Ad record 
World Cup qua 8 . 
Heme 
Array 


LIVERPOOL 
Fowler 45,87 


(1) 2 MANCHESTBT UTD ffl 0 

«L54G 


lirerpoet D James — S Hataess, M Wight J Scales. R 
Jones - J McMeer. J Banes. M Thomas—S McUnsaa 
— S CoUyiim. R Fowtor. 


A Shearer (Steckbum) 

L Ferdinand (Narcasde) 
R Fowler OJverpooO 


Lge Cup Euro Total 


Biggest wirr 3D (1986,19®. 19S3). 

Eua '96 form: tatirth n group ane behind Romans. France aid 
StoutMa. Ousitlwg toureamont record: P10. W 3. D 4. L 3, For 
14, Agt12L Pte 13. 


Bootart Md fanama n. faster. 


AYeboan (leects) 


ott enham) n 


OORtSA: Ho record. 


Dtanehesiar Unfed: P Sctaelchei — G Newfte. D Uy, S 
Bruce, D Mn — D Bedtam. B McQdr. L Shape. R 6^3 
— E Canton. A Cole (ate P Schofes. S2), 


I Wrigre (Arsenal) 
D t3ubin tCOsrartr 


D tXinin (Covr3rtiy) 
M Bright (Shefl Wee 
P Scholas (Man Utd 


Booted: Sharpe. McCtra. 
RdereaGPofl. 


D Yorke (Aston VTBa) 

D HoMsworlh (Wimbledon) 


1 3 13 

5 0 12 

O O 11 

3 O 10 

2 1 10 

3 0 10- 

4 O 10 


Euro *96 form: dud In group seven behind Germany and 
Bulgaria. QuaBfying tournament record: P 1ft W5. DO. L 5. For 


1 Newcastle 

2 Mari Utd 

3 Tottenham 

4 A V31a - 

5 Liverpool 

6 Arsenal 

7 MWcflsboro 
SNothriF 

9 Leeds 

IDCheteee 

11 Sadrbum 

12 Everton 

13 West Ham 

14 Shaft Wed 

15 Souttwnptn 

16 OPR 

17 Man City 

18 Wimbledon 

19 Coventry 

20 Boltorr 


18. S. 0 

17 S 3 
IS. 4 2 

18 5" 3 
18 5 2 
18 5 4 
18.6.2 
16.4 4 

17 5 1 

18 4 4 
18 7; 1 
18 4 2 
18 3 3 
18 3 2 
18 3 3 
18 2 3 

17 3 2 

18 2 3 
18 2 3 
18 2 3 


0 21 4 
0 20 8 
3 10 8 
114 6 
1 20 5 
0 15 7 
1 .14 _ 5 
0.10 8 
3 1.1 9. 
1 11 8 
1 25 7 
3 14 IT 

3 10 13 

4 14 14 

3 9 9 

4 10 16 

3 4 5 

4 12 15 
4 13 16. 
4 7 12 


2 16 11 
-2 15 9 
O 14 * 

3 TT 8 

4 11 10 
.3 .ft- -5 
3,5 7 
.1 10 15 

3 12 15 

4 6 11 
.7 3 17 

4 8 9 
4 911 
. 3 12 13. 

6 819 

7 410 
7 5 21 

.6 11 23 
6 10 24 
9 922 


42 +22 
35+18 
33 +7 
32+11 
31+18 
31 +11 
30 +7 
27-" +3 
25. -1 
25 - *2 
.24. +4 

23 +2 
23 . -ft 
21 -1 
17-1.1 
15 -12 
15 t17 

14:-13 
12 -17 
9 -IB 




14. Agt 13. Pts IS 

MCXDOVA; No record. 


and Georgia 


Fbrtl.Agr 


«a Qualifying 
l 27, Pts 9. 


lo unwnen t record: P 10 , W3.DQ.L7. 


r Insurance League 


v V; ... 





1^+Mi 


A 






BELGRA); Standard USna 1 Ghart 1; Srt- 
Tnildan 2 Ckis Bruges 4:Irene 1 AiWrmp 2 
Charleroi 1 Andorlert 3: Warogem O Serang 
3: Bveran 1 Mechelen D. ANst 5 Bwwen 1; 
Moianbeak 3 Hardbeka V, Cerda Bruges O 
Lflrmwl 1. 

FRANCE Cannes 2 Martguea 1; Gueugnon 
1 Ntoe O: Gumganp 0 U9e 1; la Havre O 
Hennas O; Lens 0 Aurero O; Monaco 0 
Basda 0; Names 2 Bordeaux ft St Ehanrie T 
Pans Samt-Germain 1; StradxuB 2 Lyon 2. 
Postponed: MontpeOer v Metz. 

HOLLAMX: MAC Breda 0 F1KC Wtahvdrl; 
Grontnoen O Go Aheed Eagles O’. PSV 
Bndhoven 3 Foiluna Sfflard 0: Heerenvean 3 
Hoda JC Keriowie ?. NEC Ngmegen 1 De 
GraalschapDddnrfMm 1; Sparta wderdsm 
1 Willem a Ttoura V. Vftesse Arnhem O 
Fayanocxd Rottertfem Z FC tWErta En- 
senada 2 FC Voiendarn 1; FC Utrecht O Ajax 
Ameterdam 3 

P W 0 L F A PIS 

Ajax.. 16 15 1 0 58 5 46 

PSV_ 17 13 2 2 56 IT 41 

WWonL__ 17 7 B 2 37 20 29 

HeBremccn_ 18 7 8 3 29 27 29 

SHrta_IB 8 5 5 28 77 29 

37 26 28 

26 28 26 

2D 20 25 

21 24 25 








Sped_IB 

Faieawfl_17 

FCTreento_IB 

flobJC_17 

RKC_18 

MAC_16 

FCGrecregm ...IB 

Vilasse_ 18 

Fortran Sib_IB 

FCVolendsm_18 

NEC..18 

DeGrahxh^i_17 

FC Utrecht_18 


1 Sunderland* 

2 Derby 
3Le*caster 
4 Chariton 
SHuddersfld 

6 Grimsby 

7 Norwich 
8Stoto 

9 Bfrnungham 
lOMBtwafl 

11 Souftiend 

12 Oldham 

13 Trartmere 

14 Ipswich 

15 Barnsley 

16 C Palace 
17Port3mth . 

18 Reading ■ 

19 WestBrom - 
2) Watford 

21 Port Vale 


22 Wofvrhmptn 
23SheffDW 


D L F A- 

3 119.7 

4 120 9 

3 4 IB 18 

5 2 15 13 

1 2 24 13 
5 1 13 8 

4 213 9 

4 3 13 8 

5 1 18 12 
3 6 11 13 

3 2 15 11 

4 2 21 12 
3 3 21 13 

3 3 21 17 

4 2 1414 

5 3 12 14 

4 320 15 
3 4 17 17 

‘.1 5 1313 

5 3 15 12 

3 6 12-18 

4 4 13 14 - 

2 6 14 18 

3 8 13 18 


. AWAY 
L F A Pt Gte 
2 .10 9 3B 29 

4 15 18 37 r 35 

2 19 14< 38 37 

3 14 TO 36 29 

5 8 14 35 32 

4 14 18 35 27 


4 21 17 34 34 
3 19 18 34 32 


5 14 17 34 32 
2 13 15, 34 - 24 


5 10 16 31 25 
4 13 14 30 34 


3.11 11 30 32 
4 18 IS 29 37 


6 14 24-28 2B 
41213 2S 24 


6 .14 21 25 34 
4 10 13 24-27 


7.12 22 24' 25 
B 12 18 23 27 


3 13-12 23 25 
6 14 19 22 27 


7.14 22 19 28 
6 4 16 IB 17 


6 6 25 30 74 


27 31 23 
14 34 17 

16 37 14 

17 43 14 

18 39 11 
14 37 11 


r-j.'-v-o*. y 


&--4* 






GAEldcs_17 1 G 10 20 34 9 

ITALY: Atatanu 1 GorenOna 3: Bari 1 Parma 
1: Laao 6 Sampdoria 3 AC Mian 1 Torino 1; 
Napo* 0 AS Roma 2: Racenza 2 Cremonese 
liOdlmse3PadovaT:\AoanziQCaglan I. 

P W 0 L F A Pts 

ACMter_14 B 5 1 21 10 29 

Horedna_14 9 1 4 34 14 28 

Pane-- 14 7 6 1 21 13 27 

laao_ 14 6 4 4 25 16 22 

Atotefli_ 14 6 4 4 18 IB 22 

JureflbK-13 6 

ASRoma-14 5 

Saredwia-14 5 

Cumi_14 6 


- r - .- ’ 


mm 


tool_14 4 

UofflBe.... 14 5 


Veena ^_14,-4 -5 5. 12 13 17 


Pwara._14'4 '3 7 


Turin-14 

Crenonese-14 

Bari-14 

Ptotow_14 


1 Swindon 

2 Crewe 

3 Notts Co 

4 Blackpool 

5 Burnley 
G Wrexham 

7 Chesterfld 

8 Shrewsbury 

9 Wycombe 

10 Bradford 

11 Oxford Utd 
12Boumemth 

14 B^ 3 ?* 

15 Peteeboro 
ie Walsall 

17 Carlisle 

18 Bristol City 

19 York 

20 Rotherham 
21. Swansea . 

22 Srentford 

23 Brighton 

24 Midi 


20 3 

20 3 

21 5 
2t =3- 
"20 5' 
20 3 
20 T 


HOME 
D L F A 
4 1 16 7 
1 1 24 10 

1 3 1810 

2 2 17 9 

4 1 22 12 

3 1 22 11 
2 .1 21 6 
0 4 17 11 
6 1 12 10 
2 2 17 13 

1 2 20 9 

2 2 15 11 
6 2 10 9 

2 5 11 17 

3 2 17 9 

5 2 14 11 

4 2 14 9 

4 3 9 8 
3 4 12 12 

3 2 17 12 

5 3 14 13. 

1 4 io a- 

2 5 10 14 

4 5 10 18 


AWAY 
L F A Pt 
1 20 6 42 
3 16 12 40 
1 14 7 38 

3 14 12 35 

4 13 15 34 

3 10 12 32 
510 15 32 

4 13 15 32 

3 16 12 30 
6 11 20 28 

4 7 13 28 
.6 7 15 28 

4 14 12 26 
3 10 12 26 

5 10 21 25 
5 9 7 25 
7 13 24 22 

5 11 21 22 

7 11 20 21 

6 6 23 21 
. 6.-8 22 20 . 
6“"8 17 20 ' 

8 7 20 15 
5 6 14 14 




ftdow-14 2 2 10 13 25 8 

SPAIN: Real Bets 1 Sewte 1; Barcelona 1 
Sparing Gion 0 




Diego Maradona waves to the crowd after the match between Boca Juniors and 
Deportivo EspanoL Maradona said the game would be his last for Boca 


PORTUGAL Spoiling Lisbon 4 Feloueiras 0: 
Farense 1 Bento 3: Chaves 0 Estreia 
Amadors 0: Leca 1 Guimaraes D: Porto 5 
Tirsense 0: Boavsta 1 SaJguefroa 1; 
CarnpomsioreRse 4 Ureao Laris 2 






PREMiai DIVISION: Accrtngior Stanley 1 
Wfflon 2r. Boston 0 Marne 1: Choriey 1 
Wlnalorri 1; Cohvyn Bay 1 Buxton 1. 
Droyfsdan 2 Leek 1: FricMsy 0 Borrow 0: 
Giiktey 4 B^rtoer Bridge 0; Hyde 3 Bshop 
Auckland 1; Knowsley 1 Emlay 3: MaBocL 3 
Btytfi Spartans 3: Spenrrymooi 1 Gans- 
Oorough 1 

P W D L F A Pts 
Bambn Bridge.... 74 15 6 3 54 24 51 

HideUld- 23 13 4 6 51 23 43 

Gusetar- 24 12 7 5 39 25 43 

Boston UU. 25 13 3 10 45 M 41 

Barrow-- 19 11 6 2 43 r8 39 

Gdnteraough— 22 10 7 5 33 22 37 

Emfey- 22 11 4 7 31 22 37 

Wilton Mb_23 II 4 8 38 35 37 


PREMIER DIVISION: Bishop s oiorriord 3 
Yeadlng 1. Chertsey 3 Moteeey 0. DuMch 3 
Hanrarv 2. Enfield 2 Yeovi 1: Haves 1 
Careriahor 2: Hendon 0 Kngslonron 3: 
Purtleet 1 Aytesbuy Z St Attsans 5 Bromley 
ft Suricn Unried 0 Grays ft Wailon and 
Hershem 4 HjcTwi I: Worthing 0 Boreham 
Wood 2. 


Eifcld__ 

Dutatri-- 

Bradum Wood.. 
CartaBsn _. . 

Si Altera __ 

Y eovil — . _ 
Ktogstaun. ... 


P W D L 
20 14 3 3 


F A Pis 
41 11 45 
38 19 37 
29 13 37 


17 II 2 4 30 2i 35 

17 10 4 3 36 I* 34 


18 10 3 5 41 


Sprawl**#-. - 22 7 9 B 33 30 30 
La* Tdmi 23 7 8 8 34 30 29 


Hamm Borough. 17 8 4 5 
Hayes— 17 6 7 4 


17 8 5 4 30 20 29 

17 8 4 5 30 25 3 


5 7 36 33 29 


17 6 7 4 19 14 25 

11 5 M 31 25 23 


Aanngkn Stanley 21 B 6 7 35 32 27 

Marine- 19 7 6 6 23 23 27 

Bebop Ancdaad. 23 7 6 10 28 34 27 

Choriey-2 7 5 10 37 40 26 

WrKtotdLW . . 19 6 6 7 19 26 24 

Cntaynfty— 20 4 10 6 19 27 22 

KimrJey- - 24 6 3 1 28 55 21 

Drwlsden- 23 5 4 14 29 65 19 

Mart.. 23 4 6 13 39 48 18 

Friday- 21 4 8 9 25 41 17 

Button- 24 3 6 15 22 54 15 


SuOonUtri.. _. 17 5 B 4 31 25 23 

Bctap s Slratfori 17 6 6 6 23 22 23 

dwtseyTruro .. 16 6 i 10 22 33 20 

HUrai - 16 4 5 7 15 25 17 

Yeattng .... 19 3 7 9 18 29 16 


ffldrai ... 
Yeatfeng .... 
Wbrtmg .... 
Walton and H 
Hendon _ 


. 16 3 5 8 20 31 14 

. 16 4 2 10 16 29 14 


ESSEX SEMOR LEAGUE: Premier rS- 
vision: Bowers 2 Burnham Ramblers 1; 
Elen Manor 0 Concord 2: Maklon 3 F=ord 
United 1. Romtord 1 Southend Manor 0; 
SawAndgeworth 3 Huffcridge Sports ft 
Sfansted i Great Wakerfrg 5 
FA CARLS8EBG VASE: Third round 
proper Thamesmead 3 Brentwood 1: 
Ttoury 2 Aretoy «: Slade Green 0 Dfcs 2. 
Thed round replay: Furness 1 Rounds 1. 
FEDERATION BREWEHY NORTHERN 
LEAGUE: First division: BiVnqham 
Synthonia 3 Peieriee ft ConseB 3 west 
Auckland 1; Durham 1 ShSdan 0; Eppteion 
CW 1 Bedbn$*on 3; Murton 0 Grasborough 
ft RTM Newcastle 2 Chester Je-Stre«r 1; 
Seaham Red Star 1 Ojnslon Federation 3. 
Tow Law 4 Fenyriffl ft Whidtfiam 0 Stoctoton 
7; VWvtby 3 Crock 3 

HEREWARD SPORTS UNITED COUN¬ 
TIES LEAGUE* Premier dwision: Boston 2 
Mrrtees Blacksiorw 1; Cogenhoe 3 
WcoOon 1; Eynoslxey 4 Noi thanjl on 
Spencor z. Long Buddy 2 Desborough O: 
Ncwoon Pag hell 1 Bourne 1: Stamtord O 
Wemngborough 1: Sand L Corby 5 Si Neats 
I: Stottotd > Spaktng 2. Postponed: 
Raunds v Hct beech. 


17 3 3 11 


Grays. 16 1 5 10 8 27 

Braider- 16 2 2 12 12 38 


FIRST DMSX3N: AKreton 2 VYtrtfey Bay 3: 
Ashton Unried 1 Worison 2: Atherton LR D 


Ashton Unried 1 Worisop 2: Atherton LR O 
Woringior O. Coogleton O FanJoy CeBic 1. 
Eastwood Town 1 Lancaster 2: Harrogate 
Town O Gretna 5 Leigh 1 Cucon Ashton 0. 
Lincoln United 2 Fleetwood 2; Netharfieid 0 
Warrington 1. 


FIRST DIVISION: Abrogdon Town 4 Barfi¬ 
ng O. Aldershot Town 2 Wokingham 2; 
Banon 5 Wemttev 1: Btocrfcay 10doid Oty 
ft Bognor Regis 0 Martow 1: Chesham 1 
Maidenhead LWwi 0; Leyton Pemar* 3 
Basmgstote 1; RursXp Manor 2 
BerirhSmsted 3. Stares 3 U*wJge 1: 
Thame 0 Tooting and Mflcham ft 


INTERLINK EXPRESS MIDLAND ALLI¬ 
ANCE: BarweH 4 RushaH Otympro 1. 
BlakenaU 2 SandweP 1. FBnckley Athtetic 5 
Boldmore St Mndiaob Z Kvrpasiey 4 
Botohal Swifts 1. Pershore 0 West MriSands 
PoSca ft Shgishad Dynamo 2 Stratford ft 
Stapenrirl 2 Hocosior 2 


BEAZER HOMES 


PflEMCR DtVIStON: Baldock 1 bast do 1. 
Burton 1 Merthyr 3: Chekn&tord 2 Sudbury 
1: Otahenham 1 Worcester 3: Gravesend 
and Northfleet 0 Stafford 3. Halesowen 1 
Dorbtoster O. Newport AFC 0 Grasley 1; 
Rushden and Diamonds 1 Hastings 1: 
Sensbury 1 VS Rugby 0. 

P W D L F A Pts 
RhMoi and D... 21 16 4 1 57 20 52 

DtftertBTO_ 21 13 3 5 45 30 42 

ancestor— . 21 12 4 5 43 25 40 

mreestor-19 11 4 4 32 18 37 

taleswrai-IB 10 & 3 34 24 35 

Mrtiyr- 21 11 2 8 41 36 35 

GrcteyRovBS._ 2D 9 4 7 29 27 31 

Cambridge Qy,. 20 9 2 9 30 31 79 

Burton- 19 8 4 7 32 29 S 

NewpwttfC— 19 8 4 7 27 24 28 

Hastafls. — IB 7 6 5 28 26 27 

CWmsJni_ 20 7 6 7 22 26 27 

BitortTn_ 20 7 5 8 33 28 26 

todeyTow._. 18 5 7 6 22 24 22 

Suftwry Tn_ 18 5 5 8 29 31 20 

Dorefssto_ 17 5 3 9 29 37 18 

Safidm_ 16 5 3 B 24 30 IB 

Srawsend and N. 16 5 2 9 25 31 17 

ABKhtona_IB 4 5 9 31 38 17 

Hester Tn_ 19 4 4 11 24 46 16 

VS Rooty_ 20 3 4 13 17 48 13 

S&fcnL_ 21 2 2 17 37 62 8 


MDLAND DMSXJN: Bedworth 3 HncMey 
Town 1; Bg^gntyrern Trarer ft Ruddich ft. 
C^arthant 0 Letwster Unfcd 3; Kriw - s Lyrm 
2 Dudley Town 1; Moor Groan 1 Corby ft 
Nuneaton 2 So»*i 1: Paget 5 Bury T«W) 1; 
RC Warwidt D Evesham 4; Rothwd 2 
Bfcfor 2 Sourtmdge 0 Sutton Coldfield I; 
Tamworth 4 Bridgnorth 0. Southern di¬ 
vision: Bcchtoy i Yale Z Ondertord 2 
Newport WW 2: Caevedon 1 Margate 4; Emh 
and Betoderr a Forest Green 3; Beet 3 
Ashford Z Poole 1 weston-supre-Mare B. 
Smmgbotane 0 Havarri 1 : Tonbndge Ameb 
1 Farehart) ft Trowbridge 1 Frfrer 93 1. 
WeyrTwih 5 ftrentree 1; Witnw 0 
WatertoowUe 1. 


Sstand 4 Ooriang 0. Edgware 3 BerJnrt 
Toon 1: Egham A CoAer Row A Hemal 
Hempstead 0 Sattron Walden 2: 
Hungerlord 0 Croydon 3; Leahertead 2 
Chevwrt 2; Ware 1 BrucKnefl 1 Wltham 3 
Chatfonr Si Peter 5. Third division: 
Camberiey 0 Cove 1. Ctooton 3 Hertford ft. 
Harlow 3 Weaidstone O; Homctuch 2 
Flackwetf Heath 2. Kinasbury 4 Wingate and 
Fincttey O. Lotghcon 3 Horsham 3: 
Norttiwood 4 Epsom and Ewan Z. Southall 0 
Eaa Thurrock 1; Windsor and Eton 7 
HaretieldO. 

HIGHLAND LEAGUE: Brora 1 Cow a 
Forres Mocftanics O Ctachiucuddn 2. 
Hrortly 6 Rothes ft Kerth 4 Fort Witoam ft. 
Losswnoutn 5 NatnCourty ft Peterhead 4 
Elgin 1: WkK Academy 2 Budoe Thr&tto 3 
BANKS'S BREWERY LEAGUE: Premier 
dtvtaton: Brtsrtey HC1 4 Etflnqshal HI 1; 
Darlasfon FC 2 Malvern 1; Goma! 2 Waisafl 
Wood FC ft Uehrtd 0 Lye «: Pelcdl VWa 3 
KB Top 0. Stafford 1 WednasWd FC ? 
Twidate FC 3 Ludlow 3. Wasfltekfc FC 5 
Cradtey 2; WoNerhsrti$son Casuals 3 

rto- jLi— ro 

DJGXWKTi O 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: First 
iMMon: Southampton 1 Arsenal 1 
COMBINED COUNTIES LEAGUE; Pr» 
mier dMstom Aah 1 Marslftem 2. Bedtonl 0 
O maa ad ft Cobham 2 OCA Basing yoke 
ft. CranJergh 3 Famham 2. El or Wick 1 
Westfield 3 , Hartley Wrlney 0 AsHort 2. 
Harley 2 Godajmrog and GtikDord 5: 
Nathan* 1 FeWiam 1. Vikmg Sports 0 
Walton Castrate 3. 

ENDSLBGH MIDLAND COMBINATION: 
Premier diviaian: Coveniry Spterra 0 
rtghmte 1: HJrtraftan Timbers D CoteshM 
Z Northttetd 2 Bksnrti B; Shirley 1 
Ahreehuicti VBa 2 Upton 3 M« KA 3. 
WMcsfeoume 1 Knowte 4 
GREAT MILLS LEAGUE - Premier division: 
Backwell 1 Parilon t Barnstaple 0 Bristol 
Manor Farm ft BrtAngion 3 Bndport 1. 
Caine 0 Twton 2. CrerMon 0 Cfurpenham 
1: Elmore 0 Taunton 6. Odd Down 3 
BriJclord 2- Totrinqton 3 Fromo 0. Westbury 
0 Uangotskeld 3. 


Stapenrirl 2 Rocosler 2 
JEWSON EASTERN COUNTIES 
LEAGUE: Premier dtvaton: Uwnswtt 1 
Hanrerhril J. Macn * Harwich and Parkesron 
1. Newmarket 4 Hafctced 2. Soham 1 
Hadfeigh ft Slonmarkel I Great Yarmouth 
O. Sudbury 1 Fefixstowe 6. Sudbury 1 
Fatonham 2 Watfon 0 Clacton 0. Wsbech 
1 Woodbndge 0. Wrorfam 0 Tptree ft 
£WSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Rrct <*- 
vtsforr Lymmgton A Downton ft BAT 2 
Bownwnouth ft. Bemerion Heath Hart 4 
Aerostrudures 0: Christchurch 2 Gosport 2: 
Cowes Sports 3 ftockenhursl 1 . East 
Cones 1 Portsmouth RN 1; Eastleigh A 
Swanage and Herelon ft. Paorslwd 4 
Totton 5; RyUe Sports 4 Wtmbome ft. 
Wtrichurch 0 Andover 4 
OLD BOYS LEAGUE: Premier rSvfeiorr 
Old Danes 0 Old Isteworthtans 3: Cardinal 
Mamng 06 1 Old Aioyalans 2: Cbpham 2 
Old ignitions 4 Senior first division: Old 
Satadorians 1 Old Kingsburiarra 2. Old 
Wleonianc 4 OU Tencontms I: Chensey 
Oto Seiesens T Old Mananerts 2 Senior 
second division; Old ToWnglo rta n s 6 Old 
htendonlans 1. Old MinchirKleruRS 3 OU 
Westhamlans 1: Enfield O Grammarians 6 
Old Souttufons 0. OU WoKinqCTS 1 Ml 
Hs County OBI Senior third dMsfomOU 
Selvaiortans 3 OU Hrarptontons ft, John 
Fisner OU Boys 3 Old Vaughanuns l. Old 
Igrotians O OU Dorkmlarts 7; OU 
latfogtonrens 2Old Buckwotens 3. 
MINERVA SOUTH MBLANDS LEAGUE - 
Premier efivteiort: Brache Sparta 6 
Letehworth 1: B u c M ruffa m AthteUc O 
Rcryslon ft Korpenden 0 Btagtaswado 1; 
London Coinev d Potters Bar 1. Langford 2 
Arlesey 1: ShlUngfon I Hocfdesoon 2: 
Tottriigton 1 H allied 2. 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE First 
division: Blackpool Rovert 2 KUsgrove 1; 
Bursceugh 2 Gtessop North End 3. 
Eastwood Hrtey O Chaddertor 1: Hofcer 
OU Boys 2 Boolte ft Mosley 3 Mr*w Road 
0; ftemweri 2 Daraen ft Hossendafe t 
Pre9C0t 2: St Helens 4 Penrith 3: Salford 2 
CWherw 2; Shetmeralak: 1 Raton 2. 
Traflord 2 Netrcastfe Town 1. 

LONDON SPARTAN LEAGUE: Pramfcr 
dMskxi: Bsridngslde 1 Cormhen-Casuals 
ft. Brook House 2 Woolwich Town 2. , 
H snivel Town 0 Waltham Abbey 1. St i 
Msrgartasbuy 2 HIBngdon Borouta 2; 
Tottenham Omada 1 Coddostors Z wj&s- 
den (Hawkeyel 1 frmsdown Romers I 
League cup: Second round, second leg: 
TLrineH Park 1 Croydon 0. 1 


HELLENIC LEAGUE: Premier division: 
Burnham 1 Fflghworth 2: Lamboum Sports 

2 Crencester Z North Leigh 1 Aknondstouy 
1: Shonwood 1 Farford 2. Premier dMalon 
cw Brackley 1 EndsUrtaO. 

NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE 
Premier cflvtsion: Denaby 1 Goole ft 
Gtesshoughton W 2 Arnold Z. Hatfield Main 
1 Betper town 1; Hucknafl 0 Brtgg Z Llver- 
sedge O Armthorpe Welfare ft North Ferrtry 
7 AEhfWJd Z Ossett Town 2 HaBam Z 
Pletering 3 Maltby MW Z SheffieU 2 Ossett 
A 2. ThacWey 1 Stocksbrtdge PS 1. 

SOUTH EAST COUNTIES LEAGUE: First 
division: Charlton Alh 1 Portsmouth 1; 
Chelsea 4 MShvafl 0. Futoam 1 Leywri 
Cteert ft. Gilngham 2 Norwich Z OPR 1 
Arsenal 3: Southend O Ipswich ft Totten¬ 
ham Hotsqia I Wes Ham 3; Watford A 
Cambndge 2 Second divsi&n: Boume- 
mouh 5 Rearing 2; Bametl Crystal Palace 
1; Brentford 2 Colchester 1; Bratton and 
Hove Albion 3 Swindon 1 . Bristol 2 Oxford 3; 
Lutorr 1 Bristol ft Soufhanpton 1 Totten¬ 
ham Hotspur 2; Wimbledon O Wycombe 1 
SOUTHERN AMATEUR LEAGUE: OU 
EsthameUB 1 SouJhBankPoty i.NafWest 
Bank 1 West Wickham 1: Crouch End 
Vampires 1 Kew Anocollon O: Cnril Service 
10ld Actonrana 0. Carshaiton 1 Winchmore 
WS1. Lksyds Bw*t 6 OU Brorricans Z Old 
Laiymenans 1 OU Parmtertans 4. Merton I 
Ola Satedans 7; OU Westmnstar Ca 2 tors 
3; Brentham 5 Southgalb OyrruK 4. 
SOUTHERN OLYMPIAN LEAGUE Senior 
one: Abantan 1 Noflstorvough ft. Oto 
GfBnvnarians 3 Wit an 2. Sautfmate County 
4 Parkfleld 0. Ulysses 1 Hale End 2 Senior 
krerCtiy of London 3 Hadley ft, Hono u rable 
ArtUery Co 2 EaSng Association 1; MJ htt 
VHtege 6 OU Woodhouseuns 3: Wanda- 
wonn 3 Corirtthron-Casuais 0 Senim three: 
Brrkbeck College 3 London Walsh 3: 
CXncombe Sports 6 Old Monovcans ft 
Fulham Compton 08 * Westerns 2 OW . 
Srrvnaroblans 2 FUmpsiaad Healhens 1 1 

Postponed: Polygons v Old Farfepans. 
Seoor kxm BoumnUe 2 Oki Cdtelbns 2, 
Wand Revenue 2 Pegasus ft NSY Comets 

3 EconomicaJs 1. Pcetponod: Cenlymca v 
London Airways. Mayfield v Cardinal Pole. 
UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE. First 
division: Arundel 2 Rngmer 0; Bvgess H* 

3 Pataam 1 . Eastbourne Town 0 Portflefcl O: 
HHfcharr 4 Oakwood 1: Horsham YMCA1 
Peacehjven and Tdscombe 2: Southwick 0 
Hassocks O: Stamco 3 Whitehswk 1: Three 
Bridges f Crcwborough ft. Wk* 0 Langney 
Sports V 

WINSTONLEAD KBYT LEAGUE: ftst 
(Avtsforv Chatham 9 Deal 1: Corinthian 1 
Heme Bay 1; Favrashem 1 BeckBnham ft. 
Fofcestone Invtcta 1 Canterbury Z Rams¬ 
gate 3 Hythe Z Tunbridge W 0 Dartford 5 
ARTHURIAN LEAGUE: Arthur Own Cup: 
Bradfiekflars 9 Haleytxrans 1; Carthu- 
stons 4 Eastbcumians O: Chofmaleans O 

Rephnvis 1 : HaberoesherG - 0 Brentwoods 

5: Landnq 8 WeCUgburians O Premier 
dhtelon: Etonians 3 Mdenhenrians 1. 

FA WOMENS LEAGUE Southern «- 
vWvk Brrgfson and Hpre Albion 3 Oxford 
United 0 

FA WOMEN’S LEAGUE CUP: Second 
round: torsion Tn Rangers 1 Croydon 2; 
MSwal Lunooses 2 Beridiemslad Town 1 . 


1 Chester 

2 Preston 

3 Gillingham 

4 Plymouth 

5 Rochdale 

6 Doncaster 
7Colchester 

8 Bury 

9 Darlington 

10 Cambs Utd 

11 Wigan 

12 Exeter 

13 Northmptn 

14 Cardiff 

15 Scunthrpe 
IBLOrient 

17 Mansfield 

18 Barnet 

19 Hereford 

20 Fufoarn 

21 Scattxxo 

22 Hartlepool 

23 Lincoln 

24 Torquay 


HOME 
D L F A 

3 T23 11 

4 1 26 11 

1 1 15 2 

2 2 19 9 
4 2 19 13 

3 1 16 9 
2 2 19 11 

4 3 7 11 
4 3 10 9 
4 2 18 12 

1 3.14 13 
4 2 11 10 
4 3 15 11 

2 5 9 8 
4 3 12 12 

2 3 14 11 
B 3 12 IB 
4 3 13 14 
4 4 15 16 
6 1 17 11 
6 2 11 12 
6 1 13 10 
4 5 8 16 

3 5 820 


AWAY 

L F A Pt Gte 


2 15 10 38 38 
O 17 9 37 43 


2 10 S 36 25 

3 15 13 33 34 


4 14 9 32 33 
B 9 18 32 25 


3 12 14 31 


2 17 14-31 24 
1 12 10 30 22 


5 15 21 29 33 
3 12 12 28 26 
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Football management’s happy Wanderer remains defiant in defeat 

McGhee relaxes in new Wolves lair 


Russell Keanpson on 
how Port Vale ’s 1-0 
victory put the seal 


on a day of mixed 


emotion at Moli neux 

A t three minutes to three 
on a numbing after¬ 
noon. Mark McGhee 
emerged from the players’ 
tunnel. He stopped momen¬ 
tarily, confronted by a posse of 
predatory photographers, and 
gazed around at ihe magnifi¬ 
cence that is Molineux. in an 
instant, all the self-induced 
suffering of the past weeks 
must have seemed worth¬ 
while. McGhee, a managerial 
nobody 4|a years ago. had 
arrived with Wolverhampton 
Wanderers. 

It mattered not that he had 
angered and alienated a club 
and its supporters for the 
second time in 12 months. A 
year ago. it was Reading on 
whom he walked out after 
champagne celebrations with 
the chairman, John Madqski, 
had appeared to signify a new 
deal; ii days ago. it was 
Leicester City he left in the 
lurch after abruptly handing 
in his resignation to the chair¬ 
man, Martin George—coinci¬ 
dentally. just as the Wolves 
were stalking their prey. 

In a sport riddled with 
backhanders and bungs, al¬ 
legedly, and players who 
switch allegiances at the drop 
of a lOp piece, apparently, it 
may seem churlish to moralise 
over a manager also exercis¬ 
ing his right to better himself, 
financially and professionally. 
It is more the insensitive 
manner and indecent haste of 
McGhee's departures that will 
long continue to provoke dis¬ 
taste whenever his name is 
mentioned around Filbert 
Street or Elm Park. 

It can be argued, too. that 
his moves have made sense. 
Having ted Reading from 
nowhere to the brink of die FA 
Carling Premiership, it was 
glaringly obvious that Leices¬ 
ter could offer much more 
than the quaint yet antiquated 
Berkshire dub. It was also 
equally dear that Wolver¬ 
hampton offered far greater 
riches than anything George 
could lay before him. 

The Molineux that Sir Jack 
Hayward buflt represents a 
£30 million investment, from 
bricks and mortar to players 
and pay-packets. The garish 
hue erf the stadium may offend 
those without black and gold 
in their veins, but its grand 
design redes of privilege and 
potential. A cat-napping colos¬ 
sus waiting to be reawoken, 
yet too big a job for Graham 
Taylor, die former England 
manager. Enter McGhee. 

Remorse, though, has little 
part in the McGhee make-up. 
At 38, and for such a relative 
newcomer to the jungle, the 
former Scotland striker exhib¬ 
its an airy composure that is 
more usually reserved for 
ageing guardians of perennial 
cup-winners or league cham¬ 
pions. Arrogance, aloofness? 
Not quite. "Regardless of the 
impression people might have 
of me walking out on Leices¬ 
ter, I feel relaxed and confident 



McGhee, second from right shouts instructions at his Wolverhampton charges on Saturday. Photograph: John Potter 


that I was within my rights to 
do what I did," he said. "What 
you plan for your career does 
not always happen the way 
you expected it to." 

Madejski and George will 
reluctantly concur, and even 
the Wolverhampton support¬ 
ers appeared a shade bewil¬ 
dered on Saturday. McGhee's 


theatrical entrance — after die 
playing of Simply The Best 
and The Wonder of You over 
the public-address system — 
was greeted by applause that 
hovered between appreciative 
and rapturous. 

Ninety minutes later, the 
punters were further flustered. 
A sixth-minute goal from Por¬ 


ter. presented to him by de 
Wolfs poor pass and Stowed S 
late dive, was easily enough to 
halt Molinetcrs New Age trav¬ 
ellers. Thereafter. Wolver¬ 
hampton were unable to 
muster anything to match Port 
Vale’s wdl-drilled defence and 
all-round speed of thought. 
McGhee is an impatient task¬ 


master and a football purist, 
but even he needs more than 
three days to transform a 
relegation-threatened sows 
ear into, possibly, a play-off 
contending silk purse. 

A partially sighted novice 
could see that his players 
wanted to perform with fanta¬ 
sy and fluency, but they had 


O’Neill’s resignation stuns Norwich 


By Russell Kempson 

JUST when normal service, appeared 
ready to resume, another bizarre bout of 
managerial musical chairs broke out in 
the Endsleigb Insurance League first 
division yesterday. Martin O'Neill, the 
manager of Norwich City for six months, 
tendered his resignation only a few horns 
before the match against Leicester City at 
Filbert Street which Norwich lost 3-2. It 
was also revealed that there will be an 
announcement from Luton Town today, 
prompting speculation that Terry 
Westley will be dismissed after five 
months in charge. 

Mike Walker, formerly in charge at 
Norwich and Everton, who was expected 
to be installed as the new Leicester 
manager after the game yesterday, was 
left wondering where his future lay. "We 
have no announcements planned." a dub 
spokesman said, leaving Leicester sup¬ 
porters even more bemused after the 
sudden departure of Mark McGhee and 
his assistants, Colin Lee and Mike 
Hickman. U days ago. 

CTNdlL however, was expected to meet 
Martin George, the Leicester chairman, 
for talks last night It appears that 
George's interviews on Friday, with 


Walker and Trevor Francis, the former 
Sheffield Wednesday manager, had 
proved fruitless. 

OTVeflTs hasty exit from Cairo w Road, 
after he joined them from Wycombe 
Wanderers during the summer, is the 
culmination of an increasingly frosty 
relationship with Robert Chase, the 
Norwich chairman. He has discovered, 
as did Walker until he left Norwich in 



O’Neill: Leicester bound? 


January last year, that Chase is not keen 
—and probably never will be—to release 
substantial dub funds for the buying of 
players. 

Chase, dearly unnerved by the devel¬ 
opments, said: "I had a ten-minute 
conversation with Martin at the team 
hotel and that was it I'm very sorry and 
I'm very disappointed. I was aware only 
yesterday that he was unhappy." Chase 
has refused to accept the resignation, 
with O’Neill still having 18 months of his 
two-year contract to ran. 

If he does leave, O’Neill will be the 
fourteenth manager to depart this sea¬ 
son. all of them from dubs outside the FA 
Carling Premiership. He turned down 
the job at Leicester last year, when 
McGhee succeeded Brian Little. Paul 
Franklin, O'Neill’s assistant took charge 
of the team yesterday, with David Nish, 
the youth team manager, still looking 
after Leicester. Nish will have been the 
most satisfied as Leicester overcame an 
early 2-0 defidt to move from tenth to 
third place in the division. 

Eadie opened the scoring after 65 
seconds, and Fleck added to the lead 
from a rebound. Goals from Whitlow, 
Roberts and Heskey alleviated some of 
the gloom for Leicester. 


neither the ability nor know¬ 
ledge to carry out (heir new 
master’s wishes. "There was a 
bit of confusion over passing 
the ball." McGhee conceded. 
"It was being done just for the 
sake of it. rather than with any 
purpose; but at least they 
showed a willingness to do ft." 

Loyalty was not a dirty word 
when John Rudge took over at 
Vale Park 12 years ago and, 
should he eventually depart 
the Potteries, it will be with a 
firm handshake and genuine 
thank-you. "I gather Mark has 
said that you've got to beat 
teams like us to succeed, but 
its not as easy as that." Rudge, 
who was bom in Wolver¬ 
hampton. said, a wry grin 
betraying his paternal 
amusement 

McGhee will get it right — 
his track record, albeit brief, is 
already impressive — and his 
grasp of diplomacy should 
improve, too. it is inconceiv¬ 
able that he will repeat his 
errors of judgment if and 
when he bids farewell to the 
Black Country, but a vivid and 
vociferous reminder is sure to 
be lurking, this Saturday, 
when he emerges from the 
players' tunnel. Wolverhamp¬ 
ton are playing Reading. At 
Elm Park. 

WOLVERHAMPTON WANDERERS C*-*- 
2) M Stowel — M Ratftlne. D Richards. J 
de\Vot(stf}'PB*cft, M Venus—M 

AOdm, (sub A Daley. 72). N Bnoien. D 
Ferguson, A Thompson — S Btd. D 
Gocttnan. 

PORT VALE (4-4-2). P Mussehctde — A 
FH. G Griffiths. D Glover. R Samuel — J 
McCarty, RWalM, A FWiat SGtopy—A 
Naylor (sub: L AMs. 89). M Foyle. 

Referee; J Krttoy 


Stylish Chelsea expose flaws in Rioch’s armoury 


Arsenal . 
Chelsea 


ByOuverHolt 


* IN BARELY the time ft took to 
O rescue a match that seemed to 
have slipped beyond his reach. 
Bruce Rfoch, the Arsenal man¬ 
ager, turned from Big Brother 
into humble apologist at 
Highbury. Before the London 
derby, he loomed large on the 
giant screen, warning the 
dub’s young followers to "lead 
a good life and stay off the 
alcohol; it's not good for you". 

Afterwards, be was filled 
with a tactical humility that 
was warming to see. “1 cocked 


it up," he said. “I was too 
cautious.” Forced to start the 
game without Bergkamp. who 
suffered a recurrence of a caff 
injury during Holland’s 2-0 
victory over Ireland on Wed¬ 
nesday, Rioch proved there 
are still traces of the negative 
tie that has bound Arsenal 
teams over recent years. Rath¬ 
er than playing to his own 
team’s strengths, he chose 
instead to try to stifle Chelsea, 
detailing Keown to man-mark 
Spencer and Jensen to throttle 
Wise. 

The result was a shambolic 
Arsenal midfield being passed 
to death by an assured Chel¬ 
sea team. For Arsenal sup¬ 
porters, ft was painfuL Platt 


was ineffective. Merson de¬ 
tached. Often it was left to 
Keown and Jensen to act as 
playmakers and it was not 
pretty. 

Chelsea stroked the ball 
around midfield with a series 
of one-touch moves that left 
Arsenal chasing shadows and 
took the lead midway through 
the first half. Burley's long, 
accurate cross was flicked 
back at tire far post by Phelan 
and into the path of Spencer. 
He shot the hall past Seaman 
from 15 yards. 

After that, though, Chelsea 
began to congratulate them¬ 
selves on the extent and ease of 
their domination. Time and 
again they had chances to 


pour forward on the break 
and always they seemed to 
prefer the safer option of 
checking and holding on to the 
ball, forfeiting the opportunity 
to put the game out of reach. 

In the second half, when 
Rioch saw the error of his 
ways and brought Helder on 
for Jensen, Arsenal improved 
a little. Kharine saved well 
with his legs from Wright 
after 63 minutes, and even 
after Bould was sent off in the 
79th minute for his second 
clumsy foul on Hughes, 
Merson hit the bar and Hel¬ 
der brought a fine save out of 
Kharine. Two minutes from 
the end. though, Dixon, who 
had had a particularly poor 


game, latched on to a half- 
cleared comer and hit an 
unstoppable, rising shot into 
the roof of the net. 

Hoddle was disappointed 
with the result, bur pleased 
that his system had worked so 
well. “We were very close to 
playing the sort of football that 
is dear to my heart," he said. 

Rioch gave the impression 
of being a manager beset by 
problems. Both Bould and 
Adams, his centre backs, will 
miss part of the holiday pro¬ 
gramme through suspension 
and his playing staff is begin¬ 
ning to look dangerously thin 
on the ground. He was admi¬ 
rably candid but hinted he 
was searching for new blood 


“The players have been mag¬ 
nificent for me this season but 
the previous manager said 
before the start of this season 
that it needed a rebuild." he 
said. “We lost five players in 
the summer and only signed 
two and the coaching staff said 
we were short before. 

"We have not yet got the best 
out of David Platt because we 
have not got anybody who can 
consistently provide him with 
the ammunition." 

ARSENAL (44-2-3)' 0 Seaman — L Dixon. 
S Ekxdd. A Adams. N Wnlcrtxm — M 
Keown, J Jansen (sub G NeMef. 46min)— 
DPfea P Merson —J Hanson. I Wr>gn 
CHELSEA (S4-I) D Khanne - D 
Petiascu. D Leo, A Myers. M Dtfierry. T 
Phelan (sub. S Clato. 46) — D Wise. J 
a»ncai (air P Furtong. 89). C Burtey. E 
Newton — U Hughes. 

Referee: G Ashty. 


Regis rolling back the years 




ChesterCity .—.1 

Prest on North End.1 

By Ian Rodgers 

HISTORY and the City of 
Chester have always comple¬ 
mented each other. Tourists 
are attracted by the pastiche of 
Roman and Tudor architec¬ 
ture and thrir amalgamation 
with nightclubs and fast-food 

chains. Beyond the walls of the 

dty. Kevin Rafdiffe. the man¬ 
ager of Chester City, has used 
this temple of past and present 

to guide his side to the apex of 
the Endsleigh Insurance 
League third division. 

As assistant manager last 
season, Ratdifie could only 
watch as the young team fell 
ungraciously from the second 
dmsion. When he was pro¬ 


moted in the summer, his first 
transaction brought a piece of 
Midlands football folklore to 
the Deva Stadium. 

The impact that Cyrilie 
Regis has made has been 
immense. He has become an 
icon for the club’s supporters. 
His face adorns T-shirts in the 
dub shop, and even the PA 
announcer claimed that there 
were “no words to describe 
this man" before the game. 

The bullish figure that tore 
at first division defences may 
be more rotund, but Regis 
remains the figurehead in 
attack. In the first half, 
though, Regis had to occupy 
the role of spectator as Preston 
dominated. The impressive 
Graeme Atkinson in midfield 
fuelled numerous attacks, and 
when his flicked cross was 
converted by Steve Wilkinson, 


the Lancashire dub appeared 
to be coasting. Instead, a swift 
turn and shot from Nick 
Richardson brought the equal¬ 
iser, and urged Gty to play 
with confidence more becom¬ 
ing of leaders. 

With the signing of Regis, 
Ratdifie has followed the ex¬ 
ample of his mentor, Howard 
KendalL who drafted Andy 
Gray into an inferior Everton 
side in 1583, with dramatic 
results. Ratdifie should use 
the precedent to instil his own 
players with a greater 
confidence. 

CHESTER CITY (4-v2): W Stewvl — N 
Refer, P Jackson, j Aford, J Buntam—J 
Kanwoitty (sub- A Mner. 87rr*i), G Stat¬ 
ion (sub: s Whefan. 87). N Rictaiison. K 
Notarial — S Rhmer. C fos^a. 

PRESTON NORTH END 14-4-Z): J 
Vaughan — A Fensome, R VWcm, D 
Mows. D Bank* — S Dway. i Bryiw G 
Atkhun. L CsnwngM — A SwSe, S 
Wllui&on (sub: G Larcastva. 83). 
Hstowv&Rufch. 


Diss revel in strange pressure 


Slade Green.0 

Diss Town.2 

By Walter Gamm rs 

THREE coachloads erf tanger¬ 
ine-dad supporters set the 
tinsel swinging as they piled 
into the bar at the Small Glen 
on Saturday, greeting friends, 
swapping travellers tales — 
“we went round, that round¬ 
about six times" — and filling 
the air with bold talk of 
revisiting Wembley. 

The FA Vase victory of 1994 
has given Diss Town's follow¬ 
ers the taste of the high life 
that brought them out in a 
30D«rong force for the lb- 
hour journey from Norfolk for 
a postponed third-round tie on 
Saturday. Winstonlead, their 
Kent League hosts, were left 


with a small explosion in their 
bar takings and a sharp 
footballing lesson by confident 
and well-drilled opponents. 

Diss were let off by the 
unmarked Lee Garrett inside 
the first five minutes, then 
made all the running to win 
with goals by Paul Warae 
after 15 minutes and Aaron 
Gardner in the 52nd minute. 

The goals bore the hallmark 
of Hiss's style. Carter, the 
central defender, opened up 
Slade Green with a splendid 
first-time pass to Wame that 
gave testimony to creative 
distribution from the back. 
Gardner was at the end of a 
far post cross by Pilbrough. 
their right wing, who with 
Smith, their captain, carved 
up Slade Green down the 
right flank while Wilcox raid¬ 
ed effectively down the left 


The supporters revelled in it 
all. “They put us under so 
much pressure at home," Bill 
Pun ton, the manager, said. 
“They expect us to beat sides 
five or six nil. It's easier for us 
when we’re away. The players 
relax more." 

Punton has his heart on the 
Jewson Eastern Counties 
League, in which Diss trail 
Stowmarkei by a point "Then 
I will have won everything 
with the dub,” he said. Fur¬ 
ther Vase success will be a 
testing distraction, stretching 
a tripwire of delayed fixtures. 

SLADE GREEN (4-4-21 0 Lae — MWhte, 
PMte, M PMps. G 
B 4 rrwi) — P Deadman. P Barren. T Lae, D 
Mam-L Gbitbh (Si>: L MounBort, 76). K 

BSSTOWN (3-»2)R Woodc oc k - S 
Wiliam, JCafler MKeetey—MPBsraugh, 
GSmm AGartner.RMusgM. RWk** 
-SCurfe (StoPBuOfl. W. PWorm (sub- 
RMaWi,7ffl. 

Rotates: R Bans. 


Renewal offers 
overdue test 
of progress on 
two fronts 


H istory made a come¬ 
back in Birmingham 
yesterday when the 
European championship 
draw reinstated the Wembley 
weekend. The scheduling of a 
match between England and 
Scoiland for London on a 
Saturday afternoon. June 15. 
will make police and citizens of 
the capital shudder as they 
recall the biennial bacchanal 
before the fixture was aban¬ 
doned in 1989. 

By then it truly had become 
unsavoury. The game was 
played in Glasgow that year 
and there were running bat¬ 
tles involving English hooli¬ 
gans in the streets near 
Hampden Park. In the past, of 
course. Scotland supporters 
had also taken a gift for 
mayhem with them on their 
travels, even if the self-styled 
Tartan Army would insist 
it was guilty only of high 
spirits. 

A truer measure of die 
occasional obnoxiousness was 
provided in the 1970s by the 
London Underground train 
drivers who preferred to go on 
strike rather than accept such 
passengers. Ail the same, the 
possibility of bedlam is. one 
might recklessly suggest 
much diminished these days. 

Good behaviour has be¬ 
come a welcome fad among 
people who follow Scotland. It 
is now customary for this 
band of revellers to go to the 
leading events and to avoid the 
digression of even a single 
arrest Faces painted like a 
saltire and an array of rather 
seedy kilts may be fashion 
offences, but true misde¬ 
meanours are less common. 

After the 1992 European 
championship, held in Swe¬ 
den, Oefa even gave a fair play 
award to the Scottish support¬ 
ers. Circumspection has been 
an unexpected development 
but it may have its roots in 
traditional rivalry. Since the 
1980s. violence and racism 
have distinguished elements 
of the England support and. in 
the audience for the Scotland 
team, the adoption of civilised 
manners has been a form of 
one-upmanship. 

There is a smug pleasure in 
being more orderly than the 
English. The whiff of sancti¬ 
mony is acceptable since ft has 
at least brought improvement 
in the reputation of Scotland 
aficionados. In other respects, 
however, a return to some old 
habits would be stimulating. 
After the draw yesterday. 
Craig Brown, the Scotland 
manager, said: “We’ve been 
looking to play England for a 
long time and it’s taken some¬ 
one else to arrange it for us. 
We’re very happy." 

Enemies need one another. 
Tire game with England once 
supplied a focus for the whole 
of Scottish football. Even the 


confirmed spendthrift was in¬ 
clined to save for the trip to 
Wembley and the costly ca¬ 
rousing that was part of the 
rituaL The expenditure of in¬ 
genuity was just as great in the 
pursuit of toe elusive tickets 
for a sell-out event. 

Investment of time and emo¬ 
tion in the national team, 
however, has since dropped 
dramatically with a shift in 
attention towards the glamour 
of dub football now that 
Rangers and. to a lesser extent. 
Celtic can afford to sign cele¬ 
brated foreign players. Scot¬ 
land have continued to be a 
rather more impressive force 
in European competition than 
the Old Firm, but there has 
been little praise. 

Achievement is not quite 
enough, even though the se¬ 
nior team has qualified for 
England while the under-21 
and youth sides are in the 
quarter-finals of their Euro¬ 
pean championships. There is 
still apathy to be countered 

KEVIN 

McCARRA 



Scottish 

commentary 

and the Scottish Football Asso¬ 
ciation (SFA) has been forced 
to give free or subsidised 
tickets to youngsters in order 
to prop up attendance figures 
for internarionals at 
Hampden. 

That necessity is galling 
since, in most other respects, 
the SFA feels that it has 
entered a vibrant era. On 
Friday, the Millennium Fund 
authorised a E23 million grant 
that will ensure Hampden’s 
transformation into a spectac¬ 
ular ground. Given this en¬ 
couragement. the SFA is now 
intent on bidding to host the 
European championship, 
possibly in 2004. 

It has, all the same, been 
easier to sweep away outmod¬ 
ed stadiums from the land¬ 
scape than to dispel the 
indifference that surrounds 
Scotland. The thought of a 
match against England with 
much more than mere honour 
at stake, though, must arouse 
the passions of even the most 
jaded Scot. 

Where the SFA has faltered, 
the chance events of a draw in 
Birmingham may have suc¬ 
ceeded and Craig Brown’s 
team could find itself reinstat¬ 
ed at the heart of the nation’s 
life. All they have ro do is win 
at Wembley. 
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When one 
London 
marathon 
is not 
enough 


T hey are the hardiest 
and most unyielding 
runners of aiL They 
number 42 and they 
have completed every London 
marathon since the first race 
in 1981. 

In recognition of their physi¬ 
cal and mental durability, 
these athletes have been given 
a permanent entry in the event 
Tor the rest of their lives, 
provided, of course, that they 
do not miss a year. People 
have run the race faster or 
under greater handicaps, but 
these are men with a mission. 

For them the annual event is 
a way of life, not just a worthy 
fund-raising exercise or a sin¬ 
gle challenge. 

It is. Bill O'Connor says, an 
"annual ritual". For him. run¬ 
ning itself is often a daily 
ritual, something that he 
began in his native New 
Zealand, scampering shoe-less 
after rabbits as a 
youngster and 
continued as an * Djj 
adult, pounding 
along the wet helps 

sand on the edge 
of the Tasman pgt 

Sea. ® 

Now aged 50 the W 

and a mathemat¬ 
ic teacher at feel as 

Queen s Park 
Community g. b 

School in north 
west London, he 
remains enthralled by the 
event and the activity of 
running. 

It was not always like this. 
At the age of 21, he was four 
stone overweight and had to 
be given ten yards in a 100- 
yard race. “I was ready for 
the grave." he said. When he 
first ran a mile race, he was 
so tired that he slept for 15 
hours. 

But he became caught up in 
the New Zealand running 
boom of the 1960s and 1970s, 
with Arthur Lydiard — and 
his preaching of training 100 



‘ Running 
helps me to 
get away from 
the world. I 
fed as free as 
a bird 9 


miles a week — and the cluster 
of Olympic medal-winners 
such as Murray Halberg and 
Peter Snell, Rod Dixon and 
John Walker. 

When he came to Britain in 
1971 he planned to stay two 
years. He has never left He 
began by driving minibuses 
around Europe. This erratic 
schedule forced 
him to give up 
running. How- 
* ever, when he set- 

mC tO tied in London he 

joined Queen’s 
V from Harriers. 

J where he is now 

irld. I captain of cross¬ 

country. 

free as He rekindled 

his interest in ath- 
rd’ letics but had yet 

to run a mara- 
then. ‘I feared it. I 
used to see runners suffer so 
and 1 began to be teased about 
iL” O'Connor made his debut 
in the Polytechnic marathon of 
1979. “I went through 20 miles 
at 2 hours 2 minutes and then 
hit the wall. I could not do 
anything. I finished in 2 hours 
56 minutes." 

His wife. Tricia. watching 
from the stand, says he looked 
so exhausted when he arrived 
in the stadium that she 
thought he would not com¬ 
plete the distance. ‘I wanted to 
ran it for him." 

He survived and did four 


tiggj SHEEHAN*on BRIDGE 


By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

This hand is from the round-robin phase of the Marlboro 
Bermuda Bowl. As West, would you respond to East's One Club? 


Dealer East 


*10753 

*75 

• 10 5 
*08842 


North-South game 

*AJ2 

* A J83 
•AKQJ2 

*7 

N *KQ6 

W E *KO 
♦ 63 

- _- 4 A K 10 9 53 

*984 

*109642 

• 9874 
+ J 


W 


Westra 


Double 
Double 
4 H 


Leufkens 

1C 

2H(D 
Pass 
All pass 


Contract: Four Hearts by Sooth. Lead: Seven of Spades 


It) This apparently showed three 
spades and at least five clubs, and 
;i good hand. 

There has been a fair 
amount of intellectual discus¬ 
sion on the merits or demerits 
of responding to a suit open¬ 
ing bid when you have a very 
weak hand. There is certainly 
a case for it when you are non- 
vulnerable against vulnerable 
opponents. 

Berry Westra and Enri 
Leufkens (part of the Holland 
team that won the 1993 Ber¬ 
muda Bowl) engineered a 
coup on this hand, as a result 
of a sub-minimum response. 
At some tables East-West sac¬ 
rificed in five Clubs and went 
two down; at others East-West 


defended Four Hearts un- 
availingly. the diamonds tak¬ 
ing care of declarer’s second 
spade loser. 

However, Westra had heard 
his partner at his second turn 
make a bid to show a good 
hand with three spades and at 
least five clubs; so he led the 
spade seven. Leufkens took the 
queen, and underled his ace— 
lung of clubs; Westra won the 
queen of clubs and played a 
second spade. Now declarer 
had no chance and had to go 
one down. 

□ Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 




By Philip Howard 

CAPERCAILZIE 

. CURASSOW 

a. A leather slipper 

a. An orange liqueur 

b. A large bird 

b. A big turkey 

e. Grammatical inversion 

c. A bustle 


CARPENT 

COPINTANK 

a. To be a carpenter 

a. A silly hat 

b. To enjoy 

b. A butt for gutters 

c Stuck in a traffic jam 

c. A Scandinavian think-tank 

Answers on page 36 



Ony 

get 

youi 

How do l 



Annual ritual: “I thought to myselt ‘Here is challenge'*. 1 wanted to get in on the start of it” Bill O’Connorsays 


minutes faster the next year. 
An obsession had begun. 

Then Chris Brasher invent¬ 
ed file London marathon. “I 
thought to myself, "Here is a 
challenge’. 1 wanted to get in 
on the start of it It was a huge 
gamble by Brasher and I 
thought that, if there were only 


one race. I wanted to have run 
in it" 

But the London marathon 
became one of the most illus¬ 
trious success stories of British 
sport and O’Connor has been 
a constant part of iL Had he 
ever felt that he would not 
finish? "In 1985. it was a 



By Raymond Keene 
CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Hastings 

The full line-up for the Has¬ 
tings Centenary Premier tour¬ 
nament running from 
December 28, 1995 to January 
6 , 1996 has now been an¬ 
nounced. It is a category 13 all- 
grandmasier tournament and 
the strongest, all-play-all to 
have been held in the UK for 
several years. 

The players include Alexan¬ 
der Khalifman (Russia), last 
year’s winner, Thomas Luther 
from Germany, the British 
champion Matthew Sadler 
and grandmasters Julian 
Hodgson, Tony Miles and Jon 
Spec lm an. 

If you wish to attend or enter 
one of the subsidiary tourna¬ 
ments, contact Pam Thomas 
on 01424 445348. 

Hastings is the longest run¬ 
ning traditional tournament 
in the world. Here is a 
brilliant win from one of the 

Hastings tournaments in the 
1930s. It is not often that a 
former world champion is 
defeated with such elan. 

White: Lilienthal 
Black: Capablanca 

Hastings 1934 

Nimzo-Indian Defence 


3 NC3 

4 33 

5 bXC3 

6 13 


7 Bg5 h6 

B BM Ba€ 

9 e4 Bxc4 

10 Bxc4 dxc4 

It Qa4+ Qd7 

12 Qxo4 Qc6 

13 Qd3 Nbcf7 

14 Ne2 Rd8 

15 0-0 a5 

16 Qc2 Qc4 

17 tt Rc8 

IS f5 e5 

19 dxe5 0x64 

20 exJ6 Qxc2 

21 fxg7 Rg8 

22 NcM Qe4 

23 Rael Nc5 

24 Rxe4+ Nxe4 

25 Rel Rxg7 

26 Rxe4+ Black resigns 

Diagram of final position 


beautiful day and I went out 
far too fast for the first mile 
and got worried. I thought I 
was going to do four hours. So 
I did seven minutes for the 
next mile and eventually did 2 
hours 34 minutes 29 seconds." 
It was his best time. 

That day he finished two 
minutes behind his sister. 
Mary, who was second in both 
1983 and 1986 and represented 
New Zealand at Olympic and 
Commonwealth Gaines and 
world championships. But one 
year, when on schedule for a 
fast time, she “blew up" and 
Bill passed her on the 
Embankment 


"She was conked out I just 
said Come on. Just keep it 
up.*" Bill believes that he has 
remained relatively injury-free 
because he ran barefoot when 
he was a boy. His sister also 
has feet that he describes as 
being like shoe-leather. Their 
upbringing helped to condi¬ 
tion their legs. 

Their brother, who is a 
priest once ran 2 hours 21 
minutes in finishing second in 
the Pakistan championships. 
"In fact I am the slow one in 
the family." Bill says. “I love 
running. It helps me to get 
away from the world. I feel 
free. I wfll run until I die." 


FDR first-time runners, the 
1996 Flora London mara¬ 
thon is a heroic journey. 

The question on their minds 
is always the same: can we 

finish the 26 miles and 385 

yafds? 

•For Stephen and Sue 
Smith, the problem is also 
one of juggling their jobs, 

three children and the prep¬ 
arations for one of the epic 
feats in sport. Both, al least 
have a solid background in 
. physical activity, although 
Sue says candidly: “It will 
probably be the most.pain¬ 
ful thing X havg ever done.” 

The couple are raising 
money -for the National 
Asthma Campaign. Sue, 34. 
has suffered from, asthma 
since she was 20. although 
running has helped her to 
breathe more easily. 

At school she enjoyed 
horse-riding. She then 
began squash and badmin¬ 
ton before starting jogging. 
She runs for the Epsom 
Allsorts, one of the flourish¬ 
ing all-women clubs that 
have sprung up during the 
running boom. Sue prefers 
training with companions: 
“This is partly for safely hut 
running is less boring if you 
have someone to chat to." 

HER WORK as sales man¬ 
ager for Weekender Ladies 
Wear usually takes place 
during die evening so she 
has some mornings free to 
prepare for the marathon. 
She has beaten 55 minutes 
for a 10 kms road race so 
her target of between 4 
hours 30 minuter and 5 
hours seems reasonable. 

Her great weakness is 
chocolate: “1 am one of 
those people, who. if there is 
a box of chocolates in the . 
house, is not happy unless I 
have eaten diem all. I am 
always worried that I might 
end up the size of a house.” 

Her husband, Stephen, 
35. was inspired by the first 
London marathon in 1981. 
“I applied then but was 
unsuccessful. A friend got in 
and I went to watch him. It 
was tremendous and 1 have 
been trying ever since to get 
a place. It is something that 
1 have always wanted to do. 

I just cannot waif for the 
actual day." 

During bis lunch-hours 
from his job as the finance 
director for Oddbins, he has 
been playing squash regu¬ 
larly but now plans to begin 
his build-up for die 
marathon. 

In his one serious race, a 
10 -niile event last summer. 





Sue and Stephen Smith 
axe raring to go 

he did a highly respectable 
78 minutes. ’ - 

He thinks that training 
for thfe race will be “an 
exercise in logistics”. He 
hopes that he can get in 
some running sessions with 
his wife, perhaps while his. 
son, Matthew, accompanies 
them on his bicycle and his. 
parents-in-law look after 
the two other chfldren- 
The pair will find that 
like so many other first-time 
runners, the more regular 
running they can do before 
April 21, the more pleasur¬ 
able and more satisfying the. 
day wfll be. " ■ 

John Goodbody 




ab cdefgh 

Times book 

Improve your game with Ray¬ 
mond Keene'S book. The 
Times Winning Chess, pub¬ 
lished by Batsford at £9,99 
(credit card orders 01376 
327901). 

□ Raymond Keene writes on 
chess Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


By Raymond Keene 


This position is from the game 
Ginzburg — Rodriguez, Cor¬ 
doba 1995. Although Black is a 
piece ahead, he is faring 
fearsome threats against his 
kingside. How did he cleverly 
simplify the position to his 
advantage? 

Solution on page 36 



A TOTAL of 38300 
runners has been 
accepted for the 1996 
Flora London marathon, 
to be held on Sunday, 
April 21, the Queen’s 
birthday. 

The organisers 

received 66,000 
applications. They 
accepted the number of 
runners that they 
know, from past 
experience, will 
produce 25,000 finishers. 
Alan Storey, the 
general manager, said: 
“This is as many 
runners that we can 
handle in safety and 
comfort" 

The organisers 
emphasise that anyone 
who is fll or injured 
on the day of die race 
should not run. Any 
competitor 'Mho does not 
start and informs the 
organisers wfll be given 
an automatic place in 
the 1997 race. Storey 
said: "We want no 
one on the road at the 
risk of their health." 

For first-time 
runners in the event Bill 
O’Connor said: “The 
most important thing for 
completing a 
marathon is regular, 
steady training, 
building up to five 
sessions a week. You 
should build up 
gradually to your 
longest run of between 
2*z and 3 hours. This 
should take place about 
a month before the 
event 

“I recommend 
everyone join a dub. Try 
to have a few road 
races before the actual 
marathon, perhaps 
some 10 Ks. so you get 
used to the 
experience of a race." 



Six Sony PlayStations 
worth £300 to be won 


Today The Times, 
continuing our Twelve 
Days of Christmas 
competition, brings you 
the chance to win one of 
six Sony PlayStations 
worth £300 each. In the 
traditional carol your true 
love would have sent you 
six geese a-laying on the 
sixth day of Christmas, 
but your favourite newspaper has chosen 
something much more useful, especially for 
keeping your children amused. 

The PlayStations are a CD-based video 
games system which can generate 
interactive environments at immense speeds 
and with good sound quality. They also 
create an arcade quality experience at home 
bur without the expense of drip-feeding 
coins into a 

machine. OwiN JL« 



HOWTOENTEk 
Simply identify;the 
following lines'from a 
well known carol: 

Bearing gifts, we travel 
afar 

Field and fountain, moor 
and mountain. 

Followingyonder star 


Call our competition hotline below, with 
your answer. The line fa open until •" 
midnight tonight The first correct entries , _ 
chosen at random will win. . Every effort will 
be made to deliver your prize by Christmas, 
but we cannot guarantee it Normal Times 
Newspapers competition rules, apply!.: 


hotu^eon 0891 66 55 34 
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FOR THE RECORD 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 



NATIONAL LEAGUE ftJFl) Pinsburrt «i 

SJST* 27 - 


American Fbottiea Conference 
Eastdhnstan 


Irian 



Bultato 

Mam 


NY JeE 


Cramai 

Houson 

Cleveland 

Jacksonvtae 


Oakland 

Denws- 


w 

L 

PF 

PA 

9 

5 

310 

287 

8 

6 

337 

287 

8 

6 

237 

282 

1 £ 

0 

287 

367 

3 

11 

237 

349 

Central dMoJsrt 



11 

4 

368 

3CC 

6 

0 

312 

334 

5 

9 

297 

301 

4 

10 

242 

322 

3 

11 

251 

339 

West dMston 



1 11 

3 

312 

221 

8 

6 

310 

257 

7 

7 

340 

297 

7 

7 

316 

330 

7 

7 

267 

28? 


San Diego 

National Footbati Conference 
East division 

1 Dales 


NY Gams 

Arizona 

Washington 


Detroit 
Mwiesata 
Chicago 
Tampa Bay 

Western dviskxi 
San Fran 
Altana 
5/ Laws 
Cerotea 
New Orte 

* Division tote J Playoff benh 

LAS VEGAS BOWL. Toledo 4Q Nevada 37 
lOT) 

ATHLETICS _ 

BRUSSELS: IAAF World Crass Country 
challenge: Men: 10.5km: 1 . p Tergal (Kern 
30mm 31rac. Z S Korona (Ken) ar isec 3. 
J Kanuki (Kenj ?3.4. P Mosana (Ken) 30. 5. 
A Mazgebu (0h) 31 Standings: 1. S 


W 

L 

PF 

PA 

10 

4 

377 

258 

9 

5 

283 

298 

5 

9 

253 

292 

4 

10 

242 

364 

4 10 

Central dnnsian 

271 

319 

10 

5 

380 

£95 

8 

6 

355 

326 

8 

6 

358 

321 

7 

7 

341 

336 

7 7 

West dMston 

sian 

218 

267 

x 10 

4 

393 

200 

8 

6 

317 

301 

7 

7 

264 

342 

6 

B 

251 

283 

1 6 

9 

307 

346 



A-M SandeS (Fm) 19-18. 3. R Cheruvcx 
l K«n) ai 3sce. 3. F ROho (Feta: 4. E 
FajaKw (Ftomj 16. 5. F Fatos (Fij 24 
SlancBnas: 1, R Cteruyof iKon) 47pts. 2, G 
Warn (Em) 37.3. S SiaUoMene fUtm 31.4. 
J Ngatho (Ken] 30.5. A-M Sandefl (Fm) 25 
CRYSTAL PALACE: Puma Moor Grand 
Prtx series: Men: 60m: J Thomas (Wood 
for] Green) 68 60m hunfles: A Davti 
(Camtmdqe Hamers) 86. High lump: P 
Gating (Brighton & Hove) i.95m. Long 
Jump: D Hanoi (Medway) 633m Triple 


lump: N Thornes 


h) 13 38m. 


Pole vault: M DiOc«a (tit a j -.vc-bp 
WawsM" ShotLNt7rfnAn‘B*.^3v-l 
1/ 80m Women- 60m. £ Re-naida iAu-„i 
79 60m hurtfes: J Bennett (Epsom l 
EJWW93. High lump, D Mrimuvaafc 
macMiffli) Ui3m Long jump. Benmrtl 
Tnpta jump: K S**gn*; inshtodi 
1lS5m. Pofe vault j y.hiiioi 
jopentoroughi 3? On Shot I. J Oa-ifi; 
[Croydoni 1793m ?. M Lm*s iElso. 
Latfies) 160lm 

CROSS COUNTRY. MBton Keynes: Chfl- 
•em League: Men: 9km v B Graham iO« 
Gjjyionuns) 3CMWI l?*,.-? 2. J Hyor 
LWnxxi. Sfrugh & Eioni 3022 3. t nw*.- 
W«to.S*W3haEloni305e Teams- 1 . 
CW taaytotuns I353p!s. 2 . Wirfax 
aiugri 6 Elen ijrc 3. CMho Cay 1.250 
Women: 6 km: i A h,u iWndrcr. aowh & 
EPpI 20 41.2. L Ddstiuiii (tAtton V eyivoi 
£058. 3. F Gariand (YAnOior Soul* & 
Ban) 2140 Teems 1 . IAMmsoi. SWati 6 
Eton 48.2. VauxhaD 25 3. Minor Keynes?) 
Wormvmod Scrubs: KnigJn Sports Metro- 
pouan League: Men- 5 mties: i j San, 
l Heme Hffi/gueai 2712 2 . P- Manm 
IHukngdon) 27 48 S. « 
(BeignNetgues:i 27.54 Teams: i London 
Irish 2054pis 2. Thame; vaiey Hamers 
ICOS. 3. Hdlinqdon 1612 Women: 25 
reties: l.JWaorrt (North Undent 1635.2. 
M Carvfle (Hafngdon) tC Six 3. H CaTto 
iLonaoo tush) 17 15 Teams: V Hdirodon 
99pis 2. Wtaodtard Giocn 95. 3. Norm 
Lonoon 92 Scottish Inter-dfeuica match 
lUanhemauM) 10 knv 1 . P Mowomy 
(Seciirah Unwarailies) 3225 2 C Robison 
(Weal 3232. 3. S Wyfie fWesil 3237 
Toams; 1 West 34 p (5 2 . CJS 1 76. 3 
Scon eh unvMSAcs 134 4 . Wonhem 
Ireland 146. 5. Nonh 156. Ron Hifl 
Southern Women's League: 5km: 1 , S 
McGeraqe (Br-grton 5 Havel 16 55 2 . L 
EBcm (Shairescury Barren i?n. 3 . a 
W haoombo (Parkstte Harrcml 17 23 
Teams: 1 . Farkute Hj/ 10 * 4 ftis 2 
Midway 55 3. Highgjrc- 77 

BASKETBALL 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 1 MBA) At lama 
95 Denver 66. Utah S3 Miami 74. N.;v» York 
95 Detroit 82. Cheogo t(» L» Lakers 88 
Phoenp ill DaSas 108 iCD San Arsons 
122 Sacramento 106 Golden Sale 116 
Vancouver 85 CturMte 109 LA appe*s 
99 

Eastern Conference 
Adamic division 


Orlande 

W 

16 

L 

5 

Pel 

782 

GB 

New York 

17 

6 

739 

1 

Miami 

ir 

9 

571 

5 

Boston 

11 

10 

5M 

6 

Washington 

10 

10 

500 

e-. 

Mm# Jersey 

9 

11 

450 

?'• 

PhtaddpTna 

3 

17 

1» 

13V 

Chicago 

Central division 

19 2 

905 


Indona 

M 

9 

650 

7’: 

Atlanta 

11 

12 

478 

a 

Cleveland 

10 

11 

476 

9 

Chariotie 

11 

13 

458 

9* 

Deer* 

9 

13 

409 

10‘ 

Mtwariiee 

6 

13 

316 

12 

Tor Orta 

7 

17 

292 

13't 


Western Conference 
Midwest dMdcn 

W l Pd GB 

Houaor 17 6 739 — 

Uutfi 15 7 G82 tk 

Sun Anxxic 13 7 £30 2'.- 

Demis 10 11 476 6 

Dallas 7 14 333 9 

Mmncrau 6 13 316 9 

Vaieouw! 3 20 130 14 

Pacific dhrtuon 

Smfflto 15 7 £*C - 

Soaumonlo 14 7 607 k 

Poniard 1 1 10 524 a\- 

LA L.-iknc t2 12 300 4 

Rmiw 9 11 450 5 

Gotten iiaia 8 14 364 7 

LA Cimrj 8 IS 318 7V.- 

BUOWBSER LEAGUE. London 83 
Mnnrtx.ts« 77. Derby 96 Chester fit. 
Lemtsor 59 London 79 Hemei Hnmpsinad 
7i Leopaids 84 Thames Vatkry 98 
Brrnvngham 83 

AJP TROPHY: Serm-knal, first tog: wor- 
thug 86 Shctfnid 87 

BOXING _ 

PMLADELPHA: Non tale henvyvrekrfn 
bout (I2idsj MAe Tyson (US) U Bush* 
Matvs Ji 1 LS| ko 3rd World Boxing 
Courted and International Booting Foctora- 
»on SgN-nVddlewetgni champtonship 
PSiCbl Trrry Non* JUS, WBC hdWa) W 
Paul Vaden (US. iBF tiuUur) jiu World 
Boring Associ at ion lighl-middiewirfghl 
champlonstilp I12idsi Jubo Cosar 
Vasquar (Ami hi C^l Donk.*b (US. hrtdeo 
>y inn Heavyweight nordci Homy 
Atamvandc) iDuhvict'i) 01 Tony Tuckci (US) 
Pfc 

CARDIFF- totemaowwl Boxing Fedora- 
non interim world ftywaigm championship 
IVlnJsl Rcttw Regan iBlacJ-wooll hi 
Food B«i Joddou (Tun) L> 2nd Common¬ 
wealth LWn-muJdieweinhi championship 
(13dsi Chra Pyan (Lercnsinr} U Kovm 
Kdfiy (Aur. holder 1 pis HeavywenW (BiChi) 
Michael Murray lUarUvr-ieil £H kum 
Flttchor iRtSKWtgl rtisq 3rd Ughl-heavy- 
wetgM |8rd5) Dean Francis iBasirvMk*<‘) 
H Kid M<to (Brrmngham) isl 3rd. Joitfi 
Macula (Ausi tx Tony Boom iShoilraUI rsl 
2nd 

CRICKET _ 

World Series 
Australia v West Indies 

ADELAIDE iHfesf Irubec «ort h>.:sl 4uflrj*a 
hiiid VW.-SI Indar by 121 nmtz 
AUSTRALIA 

■MATaytor bHarpar 47 

MJStotfiftiBrmap .. 32 

M E Waugh c Hocpcf b Hapur 53 
R T Ponung it Bicmne h Harpei 11 
S G Low c Hooper b Hatpcr . 13 

M G Bcvan nn on . . . 32 

S Lee u Biowne b H-xper ... 39 

tl A Haiy not out ... 0 

Extras (t* 1. to 7. w 7) 15 

Toad (6 wkts, 47 overs) _242 


RUGBY UNION 



Save and Prosper 
international match 

England 27 Western Samoa 9 

England: Trios: Dalagho, Underwood 
Core Grayson. Pens: Grayson 5. Western 
Samoa: Pens: KetteO 3. 

(at Twickenham) 

CIS county championship 

North 

Northumberland 32 Cumbria .. 10 

Northumberland: Trias: Carr 2 . H obeli. 
Ponton, TumbuH Cons: Betoan 3. Pen: 
B-jigan. Cumbria: Try: Kilns. Can: 
Southend PemSouthwd. 

(a) Newcastle) 

Yorkshire 27 Durham 22 

Yorkshire: Tries: Anderson 2, Ajknson. 
0 -r Howanh. Overend Con: Horarih. Dur- 
■ J ham: Trias: Ridtey Z Oflphart. Wrigley 
Con: Muniy 

talK&ghleyi 

CIS under-21 
county championship 
North 

Northumberland 23 Cumbria 13 

Sun Alliance colts 
county final 

E Mrdhmrfe 13 Hertfordshke 8 
East MkHandK Try: Ofiver Pons: Blower: 
2. Hertfordshire- Try: Storey Peru Twynstg. 
(a! Twickenham) 

Midlands semi-final 
Warwickshire 57 Staffordshire 7 

Warwickshire: Trias: Carter, Fourtane. 
Gardner, Miner. Palmer, Parion, Riey, Warr 
2 Cons: M Gattoaha C StattonfehirB: Try: 
Hrgpnsen. CorcMaughan. 

(3J Rugby) 

CIS under-21 county 
championship 

North 

Lancashire 57 Cheshire 18 

tatfyUe) 

Yorkshire 73 Durham 0 

(al Wharfedate) 

Southwest 

Oxfordshire 10 Buckinghamshire 


17 


(a ftanbuy) 


19 


Irish inter-provindal 
championship 

Munster IS Leinster 

Munster Trios: Waflace 2. Con: Munay. 
Pen-. Buriia Letostor Try: Hogan. Con: 
McGowan Pens: McGowan 4. 

far Musgrave Park) 

Ulster 29 ExHes 3 

LAater Tries: Ounrongh a m. Hartxnson. 
Tweed Core McCal Pens: McCal 4. 
ExdeK Pan: Ccchren 



Swalec Cup 

Fourth round 

Abarawn 0 CaetphBy 27 

CatsphBty: Tnes: D PhSps, Lew®. Surr. W 
Evans. Cons: Conway 2 Dropped goat D 
Philips 

Abercrava 11 Bteckwood 16 

Abererewe: Try: WaBdns. Pens: WBfcams 2 
Blackwood: Try: Gnmsiead. Con: Hodges. 
Pena: Hodges 3. 

AbertHery 46 Hendy 0 

ApertOery: Tries: itehards 4. G_0ladw yn. 
PfxSps, Wnsrt Cons: M WBams 4 
Dropped goat Connors. 

Bkdna 6 Abereynon 23 

BMna. Pans: Thomas 2 Abecynon. 
Tries: D Jonas, Haines 2. Corn Savage. 
Pens: Savage 2. 

BiJth Write 16 Fteur-de-Lys 9 

Bukth Write: Try: penaBy try Core P Parry 


Pens: P Parry 2 Dropped gosh N Jones 
Ftaur-de-Lys: Pens: Murrel 2 Dropped 
gosCDcey. 

Cordffl 26 Oakdale 7 

Carcfllt Trios: do Mad. Font Hal. Wake* 
Cons: C John 3. Oakdale: Try: Young 
Con: Thomas. 

Cardiff Inst 22 MaBsteg Cette 16 
Canffi mat Trias: Dodd. EaEtmerS. SUtf. 
Vote. Core Vobe. Maestag Celtic Try: 
Porter. Core Harris. Pen: Hans. Dropped 
goals: Hams 2 

Candgan 3 Neath 48 

Cardktare Pan: Bowen. Neath: Trias: 
Higgs 5, G Davies. J Daves. P WWams 
Cons: Bridges 4. 

Carmardten Q 25 Bridgend 28 

Carmarthen Quine Tries: Dragona, Jack- 
son. Jonas, Thomas. Con: Dragone Pan: 
Oagcre. Bridgend; Trios: Greensiade. M 
Lews. N Thomas. Spender. Con: M Lews. 
Pens: M Lewis ?. 

Cefn Cribbwr 6 Whifland 24 

Cefti Cribbwn Pens Dowras 2 Whttand: 
THas: D Setaro. FrtzgerakL M Davies. 
Cons: J Hovrefe 3. Par. J HoweBs 

GamdSrith 0 Newbridge 41 

Newbridge: Tries; Hawker. Jonas, Lucas. 
Phttps. Silva. WaMns. Withers. Cons 
Withers ?. Marshal 

Gktach Goch 7 Cross Keys 31 

CSBach Goch: Try: PumeS Con: Howells. 
Cross Keys: Trias Bebb. Harris. Ony, 
PMIps, Wm Davies Cons Bebb 3 

HooEy-Cyw 10 Cowbridge 3 

HeoLy-Cyw: Try: Jenkins. Con: James 
Pen: Jams Cowtoridge; Pen: Dawes. 

Uanogennech IB Abergavenny 52 
UanagamBch: Trias Georgs 2. Thomas. 
Cons Jonas Z Abergavenny. Tnas Jonee 
2, Morris 2. Ansi ey, Dewy. Mtton.Wtems 
Cons: WatoyoK 6. 

Uanharan 5 Pontypridd 102 

Uanharare Try: Donovan. Pontypridd; 
Tries G Laws 3, Connack 2 Jenkre Z N 






RACING 

Commentary 

Can 0691 500123 

Results' 

Call 0891100123 


football 

RoxiTts and scores from 
the FA Carling Premkrsbip 

Call 0839 555 562 



CRICKET 

Reports and scores 
from the third 
Test at Durban 

Ca|^891881461 


Calk cna~g -; per min cheap rate. 
49 p per mm at afl other bmes 


S Lewis. S McWosh Cons Jankns 12. 
Ren: Jenkins. 

26 Bonymaen 24 

_ : Trias L Jones, Morgans. Cons 

Peace 2 Pens Peatce ?. Dropped goals 
Pemca 2 Bonymaen: Tries Dscay, Lewe. 
P John. Rodens. Cons Roberts ^ 

Mountain Ash 14 Ysbadgynitts 29 
M ounom Ash: Tries Muieck. Rove 
Cons Hopkins Z Ysfradgynlais Trias 
Grtttho, Howete, J HofKre, Roberts 
Cons Lore 3 Pen: Low. 

Newcastle Emfyn ID Merthyr 17 

Newcastle Emtyrr Trias Dams. Horscroll 
Merthyr Trias Owen. Roberts Wfcm. 
Con: TUey 

Newport 62 Tumble 0 

Newport Trias R Roes 3. Workman 2. D 
Hughes, G Rees. Hewfcc, Tbomaa Cons 
G Rees 7. Pan: G Reas. 

Newport Saracens 0 Tonmawr 5 

Torenawc Tiy: Thomas. 

Penarih 30 EbbwVale 11 

Penarth: Trias ABen. S Crwhers. Siwsine. 
UWbams. Cons M9er 2. Pen: MBet. 
Dropped goat MBet Bxbw Vais Try: 
Bfrasey. Pen; Hayward Dropped goal: 
Hayward 

Penygraig 22 Gtymeelh 14 

Pemmaig: Tries Newman. Simrnons. 
WHams. Cons: Dume 2. Pare ft«w 
G^rnetth: Try: Nedza Pens Harrell 3 
fesoben 0 Ltane# 27 

Uaneffi: Trias C OUnne(l, MWWJe. Pearce, 
Wyatt. Cons Pearce 2. Pare Paaroe 
Rumnay 22 Ftartypool t2 

Item: Tries: Lae 3. Cons Mason 2 

Pan: Mason. Pontypoofc Tries P Taytar. 
Weams CoreWUams 
SW PoSco 44 Old intydara 12 

South Wales Potes Tries D Thorrm. 
Hembuntw, KrxgH. Phfflps. Pnw. penaBy 
tjy. Cons Pnoa 4 Pans Price 2. On 
mydans Tries Fourier. Maunders Core 
Chapman. 

Swansea 46 Tenby Utd 9 

Swansea: Tries Evans, HopWns. Jertw^- 
R Jones. Reynolds. Sanon Daves, Thomas 


Shepherds Friendly 
Society League 

Premier diufeton 
Cheadle 17 Poynton 

Boerdman 8 Motor 

CheatSe HUbna 6 Stockport 


First division 

Heaton 4 Ashton 1 ? 

Uoorthorpe 19 StoptonSana 1 

NoKhtfiamUniY 9 Ro*W8 ” 

Safe 7 CheatSe A 13 

Hflmpn A 10 Sheffield Uriv 14 

Second tflvteton 

amsOte B 3 Cheadta HuJma A18 

aasa* * 
k* 1 jgs , 

Ashton A 3BoartmanA 11 

DAILY TB-ESIAPH S6MOR flA^ 
Second round: Sheffield Steatas 14 OM 
Wfecoreans 12. 



D94NY CUP: F*to round: Ade 77 Fakxjt 
no- Rfeckpool Borough 105 Qartham 61: 
British Ctacphanera Bodmin 50. Cam¬ 
bridge Chesterton 84 Kapsthorpe 
Cambridge Raik 67 Cyphers 7& Guy d By 
68 Ami Vafcy 7». Qxhbna 6B Thomaby 
60. Daeborough 91 Cotewold 69, Dor¬ 
chester 84 Tennbndge 3Z ManstokJ W 
Crvsial RaaoB 91: North Wateham 60 Tye 
Groan 85. Old *M Lefeure 70 Boston 85. 
Preston 58 East Dorsal B3; SawnoeteM 
DoMtai 96: Sundertand 1D4 C and SW 
Dufem 68: West Bert® 76 WaStecon 60 


Cons Hopkins 4 Pare HopMns Tenby 
Utd; Pens Bowen 2 Dropped goat 
Sevan 

Treorchy 37 Kkfwety 17 

Troorchy. Tries P Jonas 2. Hammans. 
Morgan. Payne. Cons D Evans 3. Pens D 
Evans 2 KidwoOy. Tries: King 3. Thomas 
Core P Davies. 

Ventre 3 Glamorgan W 13 

Varrfce: Pen: Gtoson Glamorpan Wander- 
ere: Trios: Fahrya. Patlwson Pen: Befemy 
Ynysddu 10 Old Penanhians 7 

Ynysddu: Try: Dowdan. Core Finn 
Dropped goat hitman Old Penanhians: 
Try: Goooefcw. Core Dunslan 
fast) 

Ystrad Rhondda 3 Llandovery 17 
Ystrod Rhondda: Pen: John Llandovery: 
Trias: A Davies. J Griffiths. 5 Dawes. Core 
NGnMHhs. 

POSTPONED: Rhymney v Nebun. 
Telywam v DunranL 

FIFTH-ROUND DRAW: CeerpMly v 
Rhynwey or Neteort: BuVth Welts v Rurmey. 
Penanh v Cardtt. Neath v HecJ-y-Cyw. 
Ynysddu v Maesieg: Swansea v Tonmawr. 
South Wales Pofice v Abereynon. Ponty¬ 
pridd v Treorchy; Whiriand v Blackwood. 
Abergavervy v Cardtt toelilula. Newport v 
Ystradgynfcus: PeiMwg v Uandovoy: 
Merthyr v Uaneft, Taiywaxi or Dunvam v 
Glamorgan Wanrferero. Newbndge- v Crass 
Keys; AbenBery v Bndgand 
Tte to be played on January 30 
HHNEKEN LEAGUE^ Third division: 
Narbenh 23 Tondu 9 

Tennents Premiership 

Rrst division 

HerioTs FP 14 Strtng Courey 34 

Harlot's FP: Try: MSne. Pane: Ailken 2. 
Smtfh. awing Counfy: Tries: FtocMiart. K 
McKenzie. MMcKerde. Sangder. Cons M 
McKanz«4 Pens:MMcKenzie2 

P W D L F A Pts 
Metro* 14 9 1 4' 326 139 19 

Staling Coumy 14 9 1 4 320 ?15 19 

Watsorrtans 14 8 ( 5 383 270 T7 

BoroudvTur 14 7 3 5 327 301 16 

Haiwck 14 7 Q 7 243 2B8 14 

Hands FP 13 5 1 7 278 360 II 

Ednburgh A 14 4 1 9 243 282 9 

Gala 13 2 1 10 179 394 5 

Tennents inter-district 
championship 

Ednburgh 31SD1 Scotland 30 

EdWburti District Tries: G Bums, Hss- 
fings, Henderson. Cons; Donekteon 2. 
Pone Donaldson 3 Dropped goal: 
Donaldson South Ol Soodancfa Tries: 
GtoL Isaac Con: Welsh. Pens: Welsh 6 
im MeggUiendi 

North & Midlands 8 Scottish Exflss 21 
North and Mdtands: Try. Easson. Pare 
Eassoa Scottish ExBoe: Tries: Peters. 
Thomson 2. Pens: Lang t 

ta Rubista*. AbardoEnl 

dub matches 

Bedford 4t Rotherham 22 

Chettenham 55 Gordon League 5 

Hariecpiins 53 Royal Navy 30 

Harrogate 22 Utaxaar 58 

Havart 30 Blackhaath 59 

Leeds 34 rtjl torWare 17 

Uchfiekf 38 Sydon B 

Liverpool St H 28 Fykte 24 

Lonctan Irish 12 Cembertey 29 

tOortharrmton 19 West Hamepool 12 

BartesSSs IB Nuneaton 19 

Ftefen G *7 Huddoffifititd 10 

Reading 68 Basingstoke 0 

Richmond 32 Mosefey 25 

sar"* !i 

Saracens 71 London Scottish 0 

Wakefield 50 Sale 15 

WaiZB* 81 High Wycomba 14 

Wbspa 13 Newcastle 6 

Waterloo 33 Mortey T9 

Whartadale 31 WaaPtukB 28 

W hx a ng m n Park 46 Ruthin 17 

CANCELLED: Plymouth v Berry Hfi. 
Wbrceeter v Newbury. 

FRIDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Coventry 0 
Q guCT *d»* 8. Bath 34 Ejeffir 31; Rugby 23 
Nottingham 14. BrtsKH 83 Ciflon 0 


S K Wamc. C J McDermott and G D 
McGraih did not twl. 

FALL OF WICKETS I-60. MOB. 3-142. 

4- 106.5-169.6-232 

BOWING Amc*(Hu 9-0-43-0. VWafafi (0-1- 
46-0 B^tup 6-0-33-1. 3mm«K, 2-0-17-0 
Hoojvi H-0-19-1 HorpW UVO-4/j-J 

WEST INDIES 

P v Simmy no c Waugh b McGraih . . 

S L Compbcfl iun out . 

‘R B Fbchadson c Hcaty b McOt-rmatl 
C L Haupfti Km b McDi-mutl 

S ChondeipaiV c Ta-.-toi b Wuuoh 

J C Adams c Law b Lee 
R AHorpw noi out . . 

tC O Brownu nut out 
Eajrao |lb 2, w 3| 

Total (6 wto. 47 oven)__ 121 

* R BidKp. CEL A 11 bow jnd C A Watch 
didnoi bat 

FALL OF WICKETS I-8, 2-16. 3 ifc. 4-17. 
fr54. 6-97. 

Bonding McCVxttuu 7-2-8-2 MyGialh 5-1- 
13-1. Ltw 7-I-2J-0. Lee 7 0-20-1. Wjuqh 
10-026 I. Wane 7 I 22 0 Boval J 07-0. 
Slater l-l-O-O 

Man-oi-ttkMnafen M E iVaugh 

Second one-day international 
New Zealand v Pakistan 

CHRISTCHURCH iFtoHsLan »on toss) New 
Zealand boas Pahoin by urw wknh 
PAKISTAN 

RamL; Raw 0 Morncan 
Ajmr 

Ijoz Ahmed Km b Caarr. 
liuaniani-cX-Kxa bLn-jon 
Saferei M.iiik c cub b TwbCf* 

'Wasaii Akiam b Morrison 
Bass All b Morrison 
1 Rashid Lata c Actio b Mon con 
Waqar I’oune- b Mornsor. . . 

MmjstKj Aimed nor our 
EjJiaj ib 5. a> 5 . w 2) 

Total (9 wkts, 50 overs) ..._232 

Aqib Jawtt Ott nor tail 

FALL OF WICKETS 1-25.2 27.3-01.4-175. 

5- 105. 6-202. 7-230. 8-211 9-232 
BCM/LING Palal TOhO-JM. Momson 10-0 

40- 5. Cains 10-1-42-1 Ltasun 10-0-49-1 
Aerie 8-0 32-0. Twosu J-0-12 I 

NEW ZEALAND 
C M Spearman c Rashid b Aqd 
N J Asik> c Rashid b Aqtj 
B A VoLirv) c Waam b Sotad 
S P FfefTkng b Serial 
A C Paiore c Bush b Woun 
C L Cams c Ramiz b Wosui 
R G Twose c MusNaq b Woqar 
ML K Gormon c Basil b Waqai 
D N Paid c l)a= b waqa 
G H Lai son noi oul 
D k Mom sen noi oul 
Euros (to 5. w 5. nb 31 

Total (9 wins, 49-5 overs) .. 

FALL of WICKETS: 1 - 13 . 2 - 21 .3-98.4-107. 
5-204. 6-214. 7-220. 8-221, 9-221 
BOWLING Acfb 10-0-53-2: Waam 9 5-0- 

41- 2. Wagar 100-55-3. Mustnag 60300. 
SoriaJ 10039-2. Satim 40130 


i Ra^eki 

r Sohad c Spearman b Pjtd 


8 

5 

34 

48 

45 

54 

10 

5 

0 

14 

0 

13 

236 


SHEFFIELD SHIELD: Melbourne: Vienna 
430-b dec £*d 174 7 dec. Tasmania 292 
and 3134 

CASTLE CUP: Cape Town: Free State 2<7 
-red 605; fr'jvmcD 257. Paarfr 

Boland 209 ana 89-4, Berber 177 

Johannesburg. Nwinorn Transvaal I3> 
and 191: Transvaal lyiand 83 


CYCLING 


TIME TRIALS ManchecKr and District 
TTA: S5 mHea: 1. G Thom* iLoek CCl 
56mn I6:ec Z J Kn) (Pro Ocmi MTBi 
56 24.3. G NmUnd (Team RapOcl 57:3b 
Team: Rapde 2.55J4 (even! record) 
Chesterfield SptreRC: lOirdas: 1 . G Plans 
iCaUvae Wheefeni 20 Sir 2 . 1 Cocke 
iFeainerstone RCjC'l -15.3 K Murwv tAmy 
CUj 21 50 Futtarton Wheelers ikwKi 8 
mfles: l.G Bream (VC Astoi'i *918 2. P 
Remo IWatocettU CC) 20.15 3 C Band 
(East KJbnde Wh) 20-17 Veto Sportnr 
lEdmburgh) 10 rntass: 1 . D Marshal 
iBonm-roq CC) 22 J7.2. D MiHor ri/C As an 
23 52. 3.PBtocMEdrt3UTyiRCl24 26 
CYCLOCROSS: Now Forest CC 

(Rmgwoodi 9 mJos. 1. A MacDcnaW iGS 
Eumpal 5C> 49. 2. N Parkinson UK3 

at 232. 3, A Nkot iReaanyj Unr^.-rsr,) x 

258 DtSssnaDctriciCCftedgra^! 135 
mfles.-». B Pjton 1 Octagon VCi 1 U£r5T. 2. 
M Farrow (Rennrad Quo, Norwchi ar 1 32 
3. I Burch (Cofchcwr Revere) ai 219 
Erewash VaDey CRT (Utararon) 12 mles- 1 . 
N Craig iDomond Bact) 45 47 2. D 
Atejyanaw (Broc* CC) ar I7s« 3. J Goutt 
I Ace RT) ai 2 30 

EQUESTRIANISM 

OLYMPIA: International c ham pion sh ips 
Volvo World Cup quafiftar 1 . Gaytan (L 
Boerbaum. Gen ci-u# 33 «9suc 2. Evaca 
Dolku Giri jN SfioOon GB) dear 33 SO 3. 
San Patnrjridrio Wcrhaw.-ei IF SlooiriaaK 
Gen deal 33 65. 4. AiVKoi D |H Srnon. 
Auci ■Jt.-ar 34 53 European League stand¬ 
ings: 1 . StoottidJfc 58pls. 2. H Sprmgai 
(Sjwci 55 3. Srvabaum yj Bnt«n. 11 . m 
W tmaker 34.12. D Lampard 32.16. Sutton 
28 Brandy Butter Slakes: 1. Sprefu It's Me 
(Beerbriumi 32 09 2. Arhus Du Masou iR-> 
Boa. Fri 3Z77. 3. Renwle |J Fcrier, GSi 
33 20 Chnstmas Cake Stakes: 1 Everest 
My Meocur (M WMakn. GB] 398-:see, 2. 
Taoe (P Charles. Irei 4t S2. 3 . Loro Piano 
Taw* I.R Pcssoa. Bo 4297 Chriatmas 
Cracker Stakes: 1 Rarebciw dc Traon iH 
Bounty. Fri clear 34 1400 c 2 Rymge 
Eiearo |P Enksson. S«i) clear 3J d9. 3 
Cash |H Simon. Ausi -dear 15 32 


GOLF 


MONTEGO BAY. Jamaica. Johnnie 
Walker world champtonsriax 1 Thud-round 
scores. 208: F Coupus (iJSl 70. 67. 71. 
209b VSingh [Fgij 69.68.72.21ft L Roberts 
(US] 70. 70. 70 212: M Ctfcavecrfva (US) 
75.70.70 213: A Cetka (Get) 73. 75.65. W 
Rtoy (Aus) 66. 71. 76 216: B MayUr (US) 
75. 73. 60. P Mckrtson (US) 72. 72. 72. 
217: P Adnqer (US) 75, 74, 68 B Langer 
iGer) 71, 73. 73 218: E Els ISA) 79. 73. ffi 


P Savor (Ausi 77. 7(1 71 Jig. $ TcraXtfVM 
lG6) 77 75,67 0 O/.tH (IJ 2 | 72 77 70 C 
ttangomeiio (GB| 75 72.72 221 ■ N Fida 
iGB.. 74.75 72 222: l Janjen (US'. 75. 72. 

74 223. T Um- 3 [Japan/ eg 7t 72 244- J 
Day IUS) 80 80 64 Wfcndmvir A 
rbrearartt (S.-^i-i 

MANILA Prflflopme Classic. Final scores. 
283: J M Snoh (iftdo]«. 73.72 73 284. P 
Senapom rThai) Ti 70. 71. 71 288; A 
Atwai (ireto'i 68. 72. 72. w. Pan, Nam sun 
>Kor» 71 74.73 70 289: C Ecprosa ,7Jc.l 

75 74. 71.69 290: A EttnhonvTM [Auoi 71. 
75. 72. 72 J Ftempoji:. iPtwj 74. 75 70 71 

HOCKEY 


NASTRO AZZURRO LEAGUE Premer 
League: Cmcneoer 2 Winchester 1 
HampsMre.'SmTey: London Urr.iTOJi 4 
Sotenr HC 1 O Mid LUri.ia.tare 4 O 
Cianteirjriarc J Kent/SessK 0 
Bcccctaxmons 2 Horcham Z Tunbnd^e 
VW:Lj 11 Cranfev 0 

ADNAM5 EAST: Rreireer etiveron A: 
Icemen OBedord To**) 1 Premier division 
B. Luion Town 1 ipsmach 5 Eau SuW" 1 
WestaJl 0 Brenr/rox: 3 Lucre Tij.m 1 
ipswcn&EacrSutlofc l.EwSury 1 Ciaasn 
1 

EAST SUPER INDOOR LEAGUE Spa¬ 
ding 3 Bu?hart£ 5 Redbrttgc & UtarC 6 S; 
Ainans B Spoufng 4 Renanape 8 O 
LOunKoresre: 3 BtoaharR 0 il Albans 11 
Sfjidovg 3 . O Lougmomans 10 Redbfdgc 
E O Lougniavjnc i3Spattng4 Etterians 
4 £t Albans 10 Biuenanc 8 Rcdbnctge 5 S: 
Albans 6 O Loughroruns 7 Final stand¬ 
ings: 1 Old Lough!owns I 2 pis, 2 S: 
ASians 9. 3 Biuchans 6 
WOMENS WEST LEAGUE North efi- 
vsion. Bean 0 Swnoan 1 BAC 2 G 
Br.-poL.ms 2 Cn’encpsrw 1 Redtand 0 
Postponed 'West Yubz ■ Freaaras South 
Druiston. Green Dragons 3 Penzance 2 
Enelei 0 Bnagwawi 1 Cr.jJer-|h 0 
vVj-tsctvnbe 2 FOmousn 1 Eoncuth 5 

ICE HOCKEY _ 

NATIONAL LEAGUE (NHLi Basicre & 
Ca 17 .tr. 3 Hartiord 3 NY Isiarvtere 3 1 OT-. 
Phiiaoeipru 4 Morereal 2 . Bulfett 3 New 
Jotsa-y 2. Rondo 7 Tampa Bay 2 
Via shreqlon 3 NY Rangere 3. Si Lc-jc 3 Son 
Jose 2. Toronto 6 Los Angetes 3 
Eastern Conference 
Atarax: dwis«n 



W L 

T 

Pts 

F 

A 

Florida 

23 8 

2 

48 

117 

79 

NY Rangers 

S3 10 

5 

<5 

134 

M 

Philadelphia 

20 8 

4 

44 

117 

75 

tYjs/uncHon 

fJ 13 

J 

31 

S3 

SO 

Tampa Bay 

13 14 

5 

31 

90 

107 

New Jetoey 

13 16 

3 

29 

80 

80 

NY Winders 

7 20 

4 

18 

67 

123 

Northeast division 



Pms&jrgh 

20 6 

3 

43 

146 

£9 

Montreal 

15 13 

n 

32 

96 

97 

Buffalo 

14 14 

3 

31 

95 

99 

Boston 

12 14 

4 

28 

106 

113 

Hamad 

11 16 

3 

25 

75 

95 

Ottawa 

7 22 

1 

15 

re 

130 


Western Conference 
Central rfivtSaon 



W L 

T 

Pts 

F 

A 

Derra: 

21 7 

2 

44 

J ifl 

60 

Taenia 

16 10 

5 

37 

102 

as 

a lead. 

14 13 

5 

33 

85 

89 

Yrj^.peg 

14 14 

3 

31 

116 

114 

Cxcayi 

12 12 

7 

31 

101 

99 

Dafcu 

9 (3 6 24 

Pacific division 

70 

93 

Colorado 

18 10 

4 

40 

139 

96 

Lee Anoeies 13 13 

6 

32 

105 

IDS 

Anaheim 

13 17 

3 

29 

ICC? 

103 

Eiiwrepn 

10 16 

6 

26 

67 

124 

Vancouver 

9 12 

8 

26 

104 

112 

Co*3er, 

7 18 

7 

21 

B6 

114 

SiijMe 

622 

4 

16 

9£ 

145 

BRITISH 

LEAGUE: 

Planner 

division: 

Cardiff TO Miron Keynes 5 Durham 6 
Sheffield l>. Sxjuan 6 Fite 10 First cBvtaton: 


2. Muroyfiekl 6 Pereiboroi^h 8. Pasty 18 
Crieroslo«d 3. Teflrad 5 BtacLnea 5 

POWERBOATING 

A8U DHABI: World Wand ckoat champ- 
Kjnshto: 1. J Jonee (Wales). 2. D Bereets 
iBefl 3 M nonzero mi. t. M Werrwr (Gefl. 
Final overad 1. G CappeOn 01) 107pls: 2 . 
Werner 94 3, Becefe 72. 4 . Jones 64 5. 
floggsro 58 6. IV Cabrn itj 56. 

RACKETS _ 

QUEBNTS CLUB: Pubtic Schools Champ- 
ionship: Jim Dear Cup: Second round J 
Parker (Tonbndgei w B Hughes iChenerv 
rijmi T5-4. 15-3. T Bomlord iMaivem) bt J 
Marenaa (Weliaigtoni 15-5 15-7. R Grredy 
iCharremausei bt E Straw (Ctefienhomi 15- 
5. 12-15, 1512 ft WKta (Hanceil bl J 
Brooker iCtattartham) 15-1. 1 W. M Gn(- 
:.uas-Jone> {WriJlregtcni 01 G Thompson 
.ftadeyl 15-2.15-0 P Craven rHanowl bl J 
Artunsoh (Tonfcridgel 15-7, 15-2 M 

Cnewond (Uaribonaugh) tw J WhnZt*uine 
iCfonemoiee) 14-17. 15 - 12 . 15 - 1 . T 
Harrison (Cheltenham! pi C Fortune 
iCtaanerriwjsei 15-1.150, J Aytwre (Cvfionl 
ta T Yitaters (Winchesten 15-5 15-6. T 
Dunber (Harrow] tx G Toichard (MaTvemi 
!5-0. 15-7 E Cazalet lEton) bi N 
Tl-nfvaawsan [Citton) 15-B. 15-2 

SCHOOLS SPORT 

RUGBY UNION 

Chsfehurei and Sttcup GS 11 Judd 19 
Djhmcn 20 Ampieloitr. 12 
Esriam 7 Waewley (Sydney) 26 
Jrfre Fsher 67 Langley Pad. 0 
King's. Macdedicto 66 
Kreg Edward's. Asiori 0 
Si CSave's 39 Dart lord 8 
Waticrd GS 25 RGS. High Wycombe 7 
FOOTBALL 

ENGLISH SCHOOLS FUJI FILM TROPHY: 
Fourth round: Bodtord 2 Darby 2. South 
East Sussex 4 Isfcngun 2. Wcvtrxng 5 
Woking 0. FA Premier league under-19 
Trophy: Cheshoe 3 Gieaier I 



Knaus. of Austria, winning the World Cup giant slalom race at Alta Badia yesterday in a time of 2min 3534sec. Von 
Grunigen, of Switzerland, was second and Tomba, of Italy, third. Report, page 22. Photograph; Vincenzo Pinto 




BIATHLON 


HOiABWOLUBK. Norway: World Cup: 
Men (10km). 1. S Fischer (Got) 25mre 


„ 25380 (0): 
RaMuxien |Rn.l 2&04 7 (0), 6, V Dratahev 
(Russ) 29:115 ff). World Cup standngs: 
1. Fischer 10/pre. 2 Mbqirk 70. 3. 
Dratshev 69, 4. F Luck [Get) 06. 5. S 
Roschkw (Fbjs3) 63. 6. 5 larasov (Russ.) 
57. Women (75km) 1. U Did (Ger) 2909.6 
«J): Z P Bahia (Gen 203ae (0). 3. S 
Paamygwa (Beio) 20.42.4 |0j. 4. A Bnend 
(Fr) 2037 3 (1): 5. M Doutova (Kazi 21:16.4 
(0): 6, E Claei (Frt 21.109 (2) World Oto 
standtoflK 1. Disl 102:2, Paramygira 90; 3. 
Claret 77.4. Behlo 74.5. M Wafire (Swe) 73: 
6. A Brand (Fr) 67. Relay (4x75fiml; 1. 
Germany (U Did. M Zadner. K ApeL P 
Behie) inr 43.l42sec (3 paraby mresl. Z 
Norway 1 43.362 (3): 3. Franca V4421 3 
(2). 4, Rus&o 1:45002 (3): 5. Sweden 
1:45.469.6. Finland 1:46-28 8 10). 

BOBSLEIGH _ 

LA PLAGNE: WPrid Cup: Four-man: 1. 
Germarw 2 (Langea Rutaw. Zrnmemrari, 
Hampel) (5809. 58.19) 1mm 5628sec Z 
Germany 1 (58.16.5827) 156 43: equal 3. 
France 1 (5ai8. 582B) and Canmda 1 
(5827. 58.19) 158 46. 8 Bnlafn 1 {Tom. 
Lewis. Rumbo*. Paul) (58 46. 58.32) 
T567B. 


CURUNG 


GRINDB-WALD, Swi&ariand: European 
championships: Final: Marc Scotland 4 
SwOznri&nd 2 ThW-plaea playott Norway 
9 Italy 1 Women: RnaL Germany 8 
Scotland 3 Third-pfatsB pteyrolt Sweden 7 
Norway 5. 

FREESTYLE SKIING 

LA PLAGNE. Franca; World Cup: Mogiic 
Merc i T Benson (US) 25.06pts: 2 J Moran 
(US) 25.04:3 F Ougief (Fr) 2496:4.0 Cotta 


(Fri 24.77. 5 A teanev (Ruol 24 62 World 
Cup EtantSngs 1. Cone lB4pts, Z Ougtar 
1B4. 3. J Ronnback (Swum 152:4. J Smart 
(US) 148:6. Benson 120. Women: 1 C Gita 
(Fr) 23.49pts; 2 T MWermayer iGet) 2391:3 
A Caiefin (Ft) 22 59. 4. A BatKtte (US) 
22.49: 5. M TcharKasOva (Russ) 22 17 
World Cup standings: 1 . Gig 196: 2, 
Mnarmayer 196.3, Battafie 164.4. M Karhu 
(Fr) 160: 5. L Dymchenho (Russ) 15Z 

LUGE _ 

W1NTHWER& Germany: World Cup: 
Merc Pa«s: 1. S Krausse and J Behrendi 
(Gel (40.729. 405731 1mm 21302eec. 2, 
Yves Mankd and Thomas Rudolph (Gel 
140 882, 40 7461 151628. 3. G 

PlarAsnstaner and 0 Hasehedsr JU) 
(40959,40.746)121 705.4.TSchiegland 
M Sctacol (Austria) (40 906. 40 800) 
121.706. 5. C Thorpo and G Sheer (US) 

8 0950,40.775) f^l .725.6, K Bruggerand 
Huber (b) (40930. 40916) 121.746. 
World Cup sondlngs: i Krausse and 
Behrendi f02pts. Z Mankel and Rudolph 
97. 3. Thome and Sheer 86. 4, 

Sdved and ScWegl and Plankenstemer 
and Hase&ledef 83. 6. Nruggar and Huber 
75. Wbmerc f, S Otto (Ger) (40946. 
40342) 1mm 21 788aec: 2, J Bode (Ger) 
(40968. 40336) 121 804: 3. S Erdmann 
(Ger) (41023. 40932} 121955. 4. G 
Kohfiscn (Got) (41 004.40955) 121 959. S. 
G wetssansremer (fi) (41 055. 41OOO) 
122.055 World Cup standings 1. Bode 
99. equal Z Kohhsch. Erdmann and One 
68: 5, A Neuner (Austria) 82 6. 
Wai&senstemer 77 

NORDIC SKIING 

SANTA CATHW4A. haty. W»1d Cup: 

f Men i15km combmed) 1 1. 
r) ihr imn 252sec. 2, J 
i) 1-02109. 3. V Smirnov 
59. 4, S Fauner (B) 1.02*19. 
T*>0 1G2598, 6. M Myflyia 
World Cup atanrttigB: 1. 
Daehie 580pts; 2. Smtrnov 406. a Fauner 
316,4, Alsgaard 228; 5, feomeisae 221.6. A 
Prokurorov (Russ.) 207 Nations Cup; 1. 
Norway 1346. 2. Frtand 859. 3. Sweden 



695. 4. Russia 648. 5. Italy, 575. Women: 
Relay (4 *5km) i. Rusaa A (Gavrfefic, 
Lazutina. Egorova. YaeBxt) 54min 4lsec: Z 
Italy A 5627.1:3. Ftossia B 56:145: 4. hate 
B 57913: 5. Swltzartand 5733 6. 6. 
Estonia-Firtand. 5736.6 Woman (10km 
Classic): 1. L Laauhia (Russ) 30mm 
183sec; 2, L Eqorova (Russ) 30239. 3. N 
Gavrflwit (Russ) 30388. 4. M Di Cento (B) 
30391; 5. S Belmondo (Ifl 3046.1. 6. E 
VaeS» (Hus) 31.03.4 Worid Cup stand- 
tags; 1. Egorova 490p(s. 2. Vartw 460:3. 
Lazutina 317.4. GavrlpA 305:5. Beknondo 
26i: 6. K Neumavxava iCz) 260. Nations 
Cup: 1, Russia 2201. 2 toty 704. 3. 
Noway 589: 4. Czech Reprtofc 324. 5. 
Switzerland 302:6. Fretand. 264 
SAINT-MORITZ: Combined: World Cup: 
l, K Apeland (Nor) 4linn442sec (ski (ump 
309.3m, aws-courtry 403921 2. K 
Dgwara (jiani 42:14.4 (2163. 41:51.4). 

(Non 42-22 6(2153.4153 b). 4.G 
Fflbnce (Ff) 42329 (200 0, 402^3). 5. 7 
Ogwana (Japan) 42 303 (2159. 415931 
6 H Shard pioo 4235 0 (2115. 4V43.D) 
World Cup standings: 1. K O^wara 
f75p4S. 2. Vik 170. 3 Apeland 166. 4. T 
Lodumck (US) 165. 5. B Etten (Not) 151 

SKIING _ 

VAL GARDENA, Italy Men: World Cup: 
Downhil: l.POrtfieb(Austnaj 20036.2.X 
Grgardet (Switz) 28080: 3. L Alphand iFrt 
23084. 4. M Foser (Ltecri) £0095: «fjai 
5. M Henmann (Swttz) and L khus (Not) botii 
Bt2.D126. Brilteh: 34. & BeB fffi.63: 64. D 
Water 20788 Worid Cup standtags: 
Downhffl: 1. Alphand 26001. equal 2. 
Ortfeb and Grgtaida 175; 4. Kjle 125: £ ft 
Assmger lAustna) 120 
ALTA BADIA, Italy: Men: World Cup: Giant 
statom: t. H Knauss (Austria) n 1605 
11929) 2mm 3534MC, 2. M Von 
Groentaen (S»wtZl (1 1659, 1.19 44) 

23firaT3. A Tomba (IT) 11.15.37. 12034) 
238.71. 4. L Kjua (Nor) (1 16 85, 1:1999) 
2:3684, 5, S Lochs (SwCZ) (1 17 32. 
1-19.77) £-37 09. 6. U haefin (Svitcj 
(1.1724. ?3ai9) 23743 World Cup 
standings: Gtanstaforrr. 1. Von Gmeragen 
380pt5 2 4 Kr^ 22& 4, Ka«n 


196. 5. F 


(Swe) 148: 6. Lochei 


1 Streei 


(SwSz) 126 Overa*: f, KJus 640: Z Von 
Gruertgan 380. 3. Knaus M9. 4. Alphand 
296.5. Nyberg 281.6. Ortheb 203. 

ST ANTON: women; World Cup: Down- 
hlt 1. M Dotfrrasfer (Ausma) Iran 
3634S8C: a A Uessntar (Austria) 1.36.47. 

E 3. R Goedschl (Ausmal and P 
13652. 5. H Zurbfi _ 

B: R W Zefcndva)8 (rtis) 13721. 
Combined: 1, AWacrter lAuswa) (i 3822. 
1:45.11) 3ntre 23 33sec. 2,1H Marian (Nor) 
(1 3758. l 4658) 32416. 3, H Getg (Ger) 
11:3858,1-4595) 32433.4, M VOgf (Ger) 
(1 3868.1.46.15) 324 83. 5. P Sheet (US) 
(1 3658, 1:48.53) 335.05. 6. F Masneda 
(Fr) 325.12(1 38 06.14796) Statanc 1. E 
Eder (flusWa) (4895. 5230) Imin 

4O05eec. 2. U Hrovrt (Slovenia) (4996. 
52.74) 1:41 80, 3. K Koran (aovenra 
150.02. 5237) 1:4239. 4. M Accota (Smtz) 
(49 58. 5321) 1.42 79. 5. K KoeOerer 
(Austita) (50 12. 5356) 1-43 68 6. I 
Sahranmeser lAusmaj (5059, 53.46) 

1.44 06. WOrtd Cup standings: Downhft 
1. Street 200p1s. 8. K Seotrxger (C5e0180:3. 
Messratzer 166; 4. Dortmetster 158. 5. 
Zuibngoen 147. Slalom: l. Eder MOpis. Z 
Hrowa 119 3, K Karen 100.4. Accoia 100: 
5. M Kjoarcrad (Noil 80 Overall standings: 
I. Setanger JBOpta: 2 Mefesntear 348.3. M 
Em (Gar) 269. 4 Dortm&sier 253.5. Suea 
24 Nations Cup standings; i Austria 
1,761 pts: 2 Germany 1.052; 3 Swrcertand 
1.052.4.527 

SKI JUMPING 

CHAMONIX. Franco: Worid Cup (90m): 

Satuiday: 1. A-P fifthola (Frel (IX 5m 

300m) 2295&S 2. J Ahonen (fin) (880. 
1015) 2275. 3, R Gebaed (Get) (925. 

965) 227 0. 4. M Laibnen (Fn) (905. 93.5) 

2150. 5. M Harada (Japan) (825. 102 0} 
2145. 6. J Starala (Czi (1055. 7951 214 0. 

Yratontoy: i. H Seitah (Japan) (95. 96) 

233. Z rudtftia (915. 94) 2245. 3, Harada 

(885.99) 223. 4. A Kuejtel rSwttzl (89 5, 

94.5) 219. 5. M Stereaua (SwiC) (88. 96) 

218. 6. M Hoetearth (Austria) [86. 06) 

2175 World Cup stemfings: 1. MMUta 

480ms. 2. M Ladmen 47®, 3. J Ahonen 390. 

t. M Honda 339; 5. A Gotovger (Austea) 
231. 








TODAY 

FOOTBALL 

Kidi-cW 7 30 unless staled 
* cfefwws afWicfcet macti 

FA Caflng Premtersttip 
Manchester City v Ncsmi Fotest (BO).... 
Tennanta Scottish Cup 
First round replay 

Arbroath v StenhixMmuir. 

ICS LEAGUE Bret t&rfston: Bognw Regs 
vChesham. 

UMBOfiffi l£AGU6 ftBskteit's Cup: Ftal 

rowKt Ashton United v Btwton 

AVON WSURANCE COMBINATION: FW 
(ftriaion: BrtSloJ CXy v Cijeens Pam Rang- 
ere: Chelsea v Soutfw?«n W Wngsfiantan 
FC. 7.0), OOotS United v Bristol Revert, 
Wimbledon v Crystal Pttoca (20) League 
Cup: Car dll v Cheflenhari. 

PtWTINS CENTRAL LEAGUE: FW d- 


dMsftn Barnsley v Port vae (70), Btack- 
pooi V Preston (70): Mtodesnough v 
kterafidd (at Hartlepool FC. 73). 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: First d- 
tasion: Ponemouih v Boumamotah. 

FA YOUTH CUP: Sboond round replay: 
Wafcal * IpsaicK 

SCHOOLS MATCH: PA Premer League 
undw-19 Trophy Inner London vMrfdfesei 
(ai AAeyre. 130). 

OTHER SPORT 

BOriNG British leattienrelgW champ* 
lonsKp: Jonta kwi (Doncaster, holder) v 
Bte raretey (WMsal) (Grosvencr House. 
Londonj 

EQUESTRIANISM: Show umpvrj criarnpr- 

onships (Olympia). 


RACING: Etmbugn (I2i5): Ungfteld Pak 
(AW. 1230). 

TOMORROW 

FOOTBALL 

ENDSLSGH INSURANCE LEAGUE: Seo- 
ond dMston: Peterborough v Stockport 
(7.45). Third dvlstoa- FiAham v Catddl 
(7.4^: Meraioid v ScuthopL 
VAUXHALL C0W : ER6NC& Northmen v 
T«0fd (7 4E) 

BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE: Premier 
dMston: Mothenvdl v Rangers (B.0). Third 
dteision: East Strtng v AJbcn. 

RUGBY UNION 

CLUB MATCH: Tredegar v Souh Wales 
Pofice (7.0). 

RUGBYLEAGUE 

STOICS CHAMPIONSHIP: Lea* v 
London Broncos (730) 

OTHER SPORT 

PACING: Linqfeld Park (AW. 1230); 
SorJhwel (12.45). 

WEDNESDAY 

FOOTBALL 

COCJVCOLA CUP: Fourth round repfay 
Brnwigtarn v Mtodtesbtouflh (7.45); Bofion 
v Nowcli (7.45) 

PNDSLEIGH INSURANCE LEAGUE: First 
dvwotr. Southend v Port Veto (7 45). 

RUGBY UNION 

SHU UNDER-21 IhnBWlSTWCT CHAM- 
pjQNSHlP: Edfitiurnh Dlstncf v South c< 
ScoUarxl (al fiAjrraywtd. 6.0). North and 
Mid Scotland v Sconrah Extes (at 
MureyfiekL 7.30) 


RUGBY LEAGUE 
Mck-orr 730 

STONES CHAMHONSHB*: Coslletord v St 
Helens. Sheffield v Hartax: Warrington v 
Bradford. Second dMston: Carafe v 
Doncaster (at Cwfi^a RFC). HunsietvYoik. 

OTHER SPORT 

BASKETBALL: 7Lff Trophy: Semi-final, 
second leg: Brmnahem (62) v London (64) 
(730). Sheffield v Wotiwp (7.30). 
RACING: Hwham (1230). Ludlow (12.45). 

THURSDAY 

RACING: Kelso (1250). UngfieW Pak 
(1230): unmeter (12.40). 

FRIDAY 

FOOTBALL 

ENDSLSGH INSURANCE LEAGUE: Rrel 
dnotore tpsMich v Barnsley (7 45). Second 
dhrieton: Brighton v Chesterfield (745), 
Caridta v York (7.45): Wrraham v Brerttord 
Third dwtaion; Leyton Orient v Rochdale 
(7.4S). 

RUGBY UNION 

7ENNBfTS W7EH4JISTWCT CHAMP¬ 
IONSHIP: Ednburgh District v North end 
hWtamfetMMeggetfand. 70) 

OTHER SPORT 

BASKETBALL: Budwelser League: 
NencaBtle v Sheffield (8 CO- 

SATURDAY 

FOOTBALL 
Kick-off 3.0 imlese staled 
FA CARUNG PREMIfflSHP: Cowtry v 
Evenon. Uverpooi v Arsenal. Manchester 
CS^ v Chelsea Mhiteabtouah v West 


Ham; Newcastle v Nordngham Forest. 
Queens Pak Rangers v Aston Vita. 
Sheffield Wednesday v Southampton. 
Tottenham v 0o«on; wrouedon v 
Biachbum. 

B4D6LEIGH INSURANCE LEAGUE: Fhst 
cflvbloa- Bremngham v Tranmere, * Derby 
vSurtteriand, Grrrtsijy v Laoestar Luton v 
Huddetsfeid. Otoham v Wadcvd. Pons 
mouh v Norwich Reading v Woteer- 
riamptort. Stoke v Sh^fietd United, Wea 
Bromwich v Crysial Pataca. Second O- 
vtekxr: Botanemouth v Hid. Bradford v 
Oxford UrtlPd. pistol Rovers v Crewe. 
Burrtiey v Bristol Oly Notts County v 
Btackpool wasaB v Swindon; Wyoontoe v 
Shrewsbury. Third tfivtskto. Buiy v Cd- 
chesfix; Chesia v Barnet. Mansfield v 
Hartlepool; Plymouth v Cambridge United: 
•Preaon v GMngnem. Sraborough v 
No rth amp to n. Torquay v Daffinglon: Wigan 
v Ltacoto 

BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE: Ftat * 
vision: CWebar* v Airdne Second d- 
v^on! Srtng v Mornose. Thkd tfirision: 
AWonvCateyThetie.* 

RUGBY UNION 
Kick-off 230 unices Slated 
IRISH INTEBPflOWNCIAL WW- 
lONSflP: Cmnachl v kAxister [M Galway); 

Letaeter v Ufeier (alDublta)- 
PILNNGTON CUP: Fourth rou nd: Bffih v 
' is). Bedtod ^Worcester 

v T - 

__ v Wakefield . 

Leicester (30); GkxX^r 
Leeds v WMerioo (2 IS). L 0 ™ 00 .."*! v 
Londo n Weteh (3 01 Ne*^^**^ 
(33). Nottingham v Londcre K«nsh 
Sia(vFfefteMnsn 
Sale v Wasps (30). 

(1.45). Wasion-super-Maie»*» , Ha f lte ~ 
pool (315?; Wtarwiflior Pa* * Lydnay 
(315) 


HEMEKEN LEAGUE- First dMston: 
Abetavon v tontypridd, Abertitery v htm- 
port. Carttal v Noatti. Bibw Vale v Swansea 
1201 : Newbndge v Bridgend. Treorchy v 
Uariett Second tfivfetoir CaerptWy v 
Portypool. Uanharan v Gross Keys 
Maesieg v Bcrvraen. Cnah Wales Police 
v Dumanl. Tenby Untied v Llandovery. 
Ysuadgynlals v Abereynon 
CLUB MATCHES: Ban; HH v Heretord. 
Bummghain Sdtaul v Brorrcraove p 15): 
Fykte v Vrite rt Lune 12)5). Havant v 
Bournemouth; Henley v Matoenhead. Ken¬ 
dal v M k Mashrou^i p.15). Motley v 
Bradtofd and Btagley pjq; North Wafenam 
v Norwich c 19): Nuneaton v Chehenham. 
Ftednrth v Penzance: Richmond v Ugh 
Wycombe (30): Sandal v Old Crossk^ai6 
G.15): Sheffield v Hanogae: Si Mbs v 
Exeter, Stoke v StaKord; Stourbridge v 
VWrtcfxjrch. Whartedate v Northern. 

OTHm SPORT 

BASKETBALL Budweiser League: Oerby 
vNewcastle (BO). Manchester v Lecreards 
(730). Btarwigham v Worthing (73C), 
Hcmd v Doncader (730). Thames Valcvv 
Chester (8.0). 

SUNDAY 

FOOTBALL 
Kick-off 3.0 taitess Staled 

FA CARUNG PREMIERSHIP: Leeds v 
Manchester Untied (130). 

RUGBY UNION 

TENfiffiNTS 1NTW-DBTRICT CHAMP¬ 
IONSHIP: South ol Scotland v Glasgow 
Oetrer (or Phflphaogh, Saftirit 20 ). 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

STONES CHAMPIONSHIP: Rrat tSvteton: 
Hottott5fie«vHuti(2Q) 


Durtiam 3 South Yortahm* 1- Merseyside 2 
Lanusturo 1 FA Premier league under-16 
Trophy. Durham 0 South Yotasfwe 0. Inner 
Lrecton I Hcfiforddxrij 0. SufloD. 0 NmtiA 
0 Enqfeh Knowtes Cup isider-t^Sufli*. 
4 ftoncJK z English Gin Shield: Be«tev 3 
Wcf-inq 1 Oxford Uneed Cup: Gosport 1 
Swindon ?, Vote eti Wtvie Home 8 Buntury 
0 London Hawke Trophy under-l&Luun 
4 Bactidon 2 English Eagles Trophy: 
Brighton 8 Gravesnam o Kant Havey 
Trophy North Ronr 5 Madsione 1 Surrey 
League: Merton 1 Croyaon 2 Southern 
Counties Cup: Bevtey 1 Qravasftam 1* 
Haciuiey I Redbridge 1 Kern Fletcher 
Trophy: Bromley 5 Ncnh Ken 2 Herewerd 
Trophy under-14: Noiungham 5 Souin 
Lecesier 0 Mercury Trophy under-13: 
Nonnctiurii 3 South Letccser 0 Northern 
Mere Leeds 5 Blackburn 2. Tratiotd 0 
Sefion i Guggenheim Ccfi under-14: 
Gosport 0 Swindon 0 Tayfer Trophy. 
Cennabuiy 0 Biomtay & florth Kerf 8 
Madid one 0 Vernon League: Liverpool 6 
Si Helens 2. wxrai 5 Boone 1 Southern 
league under-15' Soulhamprcn 3 BrarcH 2. 
Gospon 2 Swindon 1 Hughes Cup: 
Baangsi'Ae I Souihampron 5. fcJc of Wight 
2 Havant 0 London GB Cup: Luion 2 South 
London 1 Inter-association matehea- 
Danlofd S Brtmondsey 2. Chesser 2 Notin 
Shropshtic 3. Huti 1 Rotherham 0. Liverpool 
4 Bolton i. Essex Sevens Championship: 
Semi-finals: Barking 2 Basidon 1. Newham 
2 South Eas Essex I. Rnafc Newham 4 
Barkmg i. NontaghatnsHre Hawkins 
under-16 Cup: Final W«J Bndglord 2 
Gaabaktil Essex childs under-16 Trophy: 
SemMtaab Si Bonavemue 6 Barking 
Abbey 0 inter town chatenge under->5: 
Leeds 5 Blackburn Z Chcsier 2 North 
Shropshao 3. Barnsley 6 Gimjby 1 Huti i 
RotrieriumO 

SWIMMING _ 

SHEFFIELD: Unde Ben's Winter ChaB- 
enge: Finals: Men: 50m treestvte: 1. M 
Foster (Cardiin 21 71s&:. 2. A FLapfey 
(Sheiffetd) 2251. 3. S Handfey {Shcffietai 
2230 SOOm breaststroke- 1. M Gflnqham 
(Bvmngfiami 20921. 2. A Ayers (Swan¬ 
sea) 21385 3. A Turner (Man Urd Sati-Tdi 
215 64 100m backstroke. 1. N Wi&ev 
iBamet Cdplhaffl 53 70 Z A Ruck wood 
(Birmingham) 54 67. J, 5 Metier 
iBnnxnghami 5581 200m butrerfly. 1. J 
Hckman [Swcfcpon Mono) 1 56 57 2. D 
Grassbv (Bummahaml 2.02 47 3. D Can 
(Sheffield) 202 77 ->00m individual med¬ 
ley: 1. J Ha>man (StocLport Meeai 
4 16 73 2. O Warren iLeedsi 4 1758. 3 B 
Latieny iLeedsi 4 i& 50 
Women: 50m freestyle: 1. v Bnenesse 
IHoll 26 00.2 S Roipn iNewcayiei 26 W 
3. C Witimoo (Bame) Cowuij 26 *S. 50m 
bieaststroKe: I. J rung (Watiriam F-mesti 
32.10.2. S Hrmvnsdcn (Cfevemry) 3238 3 
N Giqueie (Cam 33 42. 100m backstroke: 
1. L Friday (Wycombe Dt 101 81 2 E 
Tanam porHinculh Ni 1 m 42. 3. h Oshcr 
(Eatingi 102 77 100m butterfly: l. '? 
Gwiep (Ipswich) 1 0122.2.C Fooi ftort-i 
1 . 01 25. 3. S Puivts iDenwnisuiei I Cr? 41 
4 x 200m ireestylB relay: i. Ponanoum 
Ntxthsea 8.1688 IBrtish dub lecoidt 2. 
Leeds 8 18.04. 3, Bradford 825 49 


RUGBY 

LEAGUE 


Stones Championship 

Bradtofd 12 Leeds 16 

ftadtont Tries: Ntehte. Paul Goals: Cock 
2 Leeds: Tries: Harmon 2. HcJroyd Goals: 
Currerrs, Hrfroyd. Alt: 5.524 

HalbK 26 Workington 12 

Hafifax: Tries: Amone. Anderson 2. Bal¬ 
dwin, Dean, Rcwtiey Goat heflenefoe 
WaririnQUrc Tries: Jchnson. McGmty 
Goals: Atrnstrong 2 Att 3,442 . 

London Broncos 14 Sheffield 21 

London Broncos: Tries. Hand 2. Si evens 

Goat Man arson Sheffield: Tries: Can 2. i 
Hughes Z Goals: fc^coe2 Dropped gate: 


Lawlonl AK 1.000 


1 at Charticn Aih 


Oldham 28 Wigan 

OkStam: Tries: Buns. Crompton, 
McKimev Goals:Malonev4 Wi 
Offiah Z Cwmneil S. Smon 
Goats: Paul 3 Alt 3.540. 


26 

LeirtaZ 

Tnes: 


Wigan 

P W 
15 13 

D 

0 

L F A 
2 609 238 

Pts 

26 

St Helens 

14 ID 

0 

4 570 340 

2 D 

Leeds 

15 10 

0 

5 426 303 

20 

Halifax 

14 9 

0 

5 336 331 

16 

Wfamngrtxr 

14 7 

0 

7 334 301 

14 

London B 

16 7 

0 

9 382 425 

14 

Sheffield 

15 7 

D 

B 343 430 

14 

Bradford 

14 6 

0 

8 288 333 

12 

CasUeJord 

14 6 

0 

6 286 382 

12 

Oldham 

15 4 

0 11 268 456 

6 

Workington 

16 2 

0 14 245 550 

4 


Rrst division 

Feaihersione 44 Bailey 14 

FPettwratone: Tries: Gibson. Naafofe 3, 
Pearson, Rodger, Roebuck, Romto. Goals: 
Pearson 6 . Battey. Tries: Cans. Green. 
Parionson. Goat Parkinson Att 1,720 
Saltord 42 Rochdale 4 

Sationt Tries: Eeries, Martin, McAvoy. 
Naylor 2. Randal. Young Goals; Blakeley 
7 Rochdale: Tty: J Green. Alt 1933 

WakefeW 34 HuS 4 

Wakefield: Tries: Banquet Clarkson. Da¬ 
vis, Flynn, Grige, Leeds, McDonald Goals. 
Leeds 3. HititTiy Marnng Alt 2.023. 

Whitehaven B Keighley B 

WNehaveri: Try. Edwards. Goals; Ma- 

K e Z Keighley; Try: Doorey Goals: 
0 2 Alt 1,427. 

Widnes 14 HuddorefMd IB 

Wtones; Tries: Cassidy. Hansen. John 
Oevereux. Goal; Tyrer Huddersfield: Trie®: 
Austin 2. Thomas. Oates: Pearce 3 Alt 
2900 

P W D L F A Pts 
SaKord 15 13 1 1 521 209 27 

KaOWey 15 11 2 2 415 177 24 

wanes 15 10 1 4 375 246 21 

Ffealherelone 15 9 0 6 350 316 10 

Hull 15 8 0 7 487 332 16 

Wakefield 16 B 0 B 296 358 16 

Rochdate 16 7 1 8 308 406 15 

Whitehaven 16 6 2 8 272 395 14 

Bat fey 16 4 J n 256 424 9 

Huddersfield 16 4 0 12 321 418 B 
Dewsfcwy 15 1 0 14 193 493 2 

Second division 

Bromley 30 Hlghfiekf 7 

Bromley. Tries: Creasser. D HaS, Jewtil 2 . 
Pickles. Goals: Crrasser 3 
h Try Fanring Goal: Famun. 

- Att 250 

Doncaster 12 Chorley 21 

Doncaster Tries: Hewn, Memck. Goals 
Chappel 2 Chorley. Tries: Manta. Ruane. 
Sean Meting Goals: Holden. Ruane 3 
Dropped goat Ruane Aft 885 

Huti K R 42 Swtaton 10 

HrtKR; Tries: Alkns 4 . C Hanson. G 
Brown. Ptange Goals: M Fletcher 7 
Swinkm: Tries: Evans. Speech. Goat 
Gunrxng. Aft 1.671. 

Hunsiet 21 Carfisie 14 

Lkjnstet Tries: Baker. Rtchadson, \flfcr 
Goals: Simon Wilson 4. Dropped goal: 
Close. Carfiste: Trias: Marring, Rhodes. 
Russeti Goat Richardson. Aft 798 
York 42 Barrow 6 

Yoric Tries: Daman BaD. Hopotil 2. 
Lawrence. SmrV Z Walsh Z Goals: 
Precxxis 5 Barron: Try Morrow. Goat 
Aikrtson. Ait 525. 

P W D L F A Pts 
Hul K R 16 14 02600205 28 
Swnon 17 72 0 5 499 365 24 

16 12 0 4 467 275 24 
15 10 0 5 452 222 20 

Hjnslcl 14 9 0 5 278 239 IS 

York 16 8 1 7 354 311 17 

Bramfey 16 8 1 7 346 32-1 17 

Chorley 15 4 1 10 £35 441 9 

Barrow 16 4 0 12 288 375 8 

Doncaster 16 4 0 12 275 523 8 

hk^ifietd 17 0 1 16 207 801 1 

Silk Cut Challenge Cup 

Second round 

Eastmoor 17 Leigh fiftnreW 16 

Lock Lane 22 Beverley 14 

Oktforn St A 12 Theflo Heath 15 

Sadttiewocih 8 Hewonh 17 

19 Mayfield 8 

44 Henri H 26 
West Hul 35 BtacfcpooJ is 

Wigan Si Patricks 6 WestBowkng 13 

Woofeton 38 Egremonl 21 

National Conference 

League 

Rrst division 


Askam 

30 Backbrook 

2 

Dewsbury Cat 

13 Easi Leeds 

33 

Leigh East 

12 MoMgrcen 

14 

Second division 


Ecctos 

26 RedhU 

10 

Mffiord 

60 NewEaswtdk 

18 

Normamon 

A Hull Dockets 

17 

Ovonden 

28 Shaw Cross 

14 

Wigan St Judes 

20 Yorit Acorn 

16 


FRffJArS LATE RESULTS; a 
championship: Warrington 31 Cm 
20 Studerf international: Scotia 
France 23. Youth htemaiianat 
Yarn Uarrs 2 Ausi rate 62 
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Court of Appeal 


Law Report December 181995 


THE TIM ES MONDAY DECEMBER 181995 

Queen’s Bench Division 


Only minor changes allowed to rail services Withdrawing notice to 



Regina v Director of Passen¬ 
ger Rail Franchising, Ex 
parte Save Our Railways and 
Others 

Regina v Same and Others 

Before Sir Thomas Bingham, Mas¬ 
ter of the Rolls, Lord Justice Waite 
and Lord Justice Onon 
[Judgment December I5J 
The instructions issued by the 
Secretary of State for Transport to 
the Director of Passenger Rail 
Franchising, that for the initial 
letting of franchises the specifica¬ 
tion of minimum service levels for 
railway passenger services was to 
be based on that provided by 
British Rail immediately prior to 
franchising, enabled him to make 
relatively minor changes to the 
pre-franchising specification, but 
did not permit him to depart 
significantly or substantially from 

it 

Where therefore the reductions 
of service specified in the director's 
statement of the minimum levels of 
passenger service requirements for 
certain lines were not relatively 
minor he had not complied with 
the instructions given him and had 
acted in breach of his statutory 
duty. 

The Court of Appeal so held; (i) 
granting leave to appeal and 
allowing an appeal by Save Our 
Railways, Mark Stanley Walker. 
Graham Richard Larkbey, Peter 
Fax and Keith Patrick Bill, who in 
proceedings for judicial review 
had challenged decisions of the 
Franchising Director made on 
September 14. 1995 issuing pas¬ 
senger service requirements in 
relation to rail services provided by 
Inter City East Coast Ltd, Gatwick 
Express Ltd. Midland Main Line 
Ltd and Network South Central 
Ltd; (ii) granting leave to appeal 
and dismissing an appeal by Save 
Our Railways, Richard Delahoy, 
Southend-on-Sea Rail Travellers 
Association. Frederick Donald Al¬ 
len. Gordon James. Alex Wilks. 
Philip Foggitt and John Antell. 
who had challenged by way of 
judicial review the Franchising 
Director's decision issuing on May 
16.1995 passenger service require¬ 


ments in relation to rail services 
operated by Great Western Trains 
Co Ltd. South West Trains Ltd and 
LTS RaD Ltd- 

On December S Mr Justice 
Macpherson of Cluny had dis¬ 
missed both applications (The 
Times December 12). 

Mr Owen Davies for die ap¬ 
plicants: Mr Jeremy Sullivan. QC. 
for the franchising director. 

THE MASTER OF THE 
ROLLS, giving the judgment of the 
court, said that die issue arose 
under the Railways Act 1993. 
which established a statutory 
scheme for transferring the opera¬ 
tion of rail passenger services into 
private ownership. 

Section 5. the legal effect of 
which seemed refreshingly clear, 
lay at the heart of the appeoL 
Under that section the franchising 
director's statutory duty was to 
fulfil the objectives given him by 
the secretary of state in accordance 
with such instructions and guid¬ 
ance as might be given to him by 
the secretary of state from time to 
time. 

The procedure in subsection (3) 
for laying before Rirliament. and 
publishing, any statement of objec¬ 
tives made it plain that particular 
significance was attached to them. 
In seeking to achieve those objec¬ 
tives. the franchising director had 
to act in accordance with such 
instructions and guidance as he 
might be given by the secretary of 
state. 

There was no reason to doubt 
that "instructions'' and "guidance" 
bore their ordinary meaning; an 
instruction was a direction with 
which the recipient had to comply; 
guidance was advice which the 
recipient should heed and respect, 
it should ordinarily be followed 
but need not if there were special 
reasons for not doing so. 

Tha response to tre secretary of 
state’s instructions and guidance 
formed part of the franchising 
director's statutory duty. 

The court referred ta 
I Objectives. Instructions and 
Guidance for the Franchising 
Director, issued by the secretary of 
state on March 22. 1994. and in 


particular to the instruction in 
paragraph IS that for the initial 
letting of franchises the franchis¬ 
ing director's specification of mini¬ 
mum service levels was to be based 
on that being provided by British 
Rail immediately prior to 
franchising; 

2 To the guidance in paragraph 23 
that although Service specifications 
set for the initial franchises "must 

be based" on the timetable bring 
operated by BR immediately prior 
to franchising, aver time fran¬ 
chised services could be tailored 
more closely to demand. 

The court accepted the ap¬ 
plicants' argument that in reading 
the Objectives, Instructions and 
Guidance it was not construing a 
statute, nor even subordinate leg¬ 
islation. The document had to be 
read in a practical, down to earth 
way. as a communication by a 
secretary of stale to a responsible 
public official 

The language used was not to be 
invested with more precision than 
it would naturally bear. Paragraph 
18 had to be read in the context of 
the whole document and of the Acl 

The franchising director's statu¬ 
tory duty was » exerase his 
functions in the maimer which he 
considered best calculated to fulfil 
die objectives given him in ac¬ 
cordance with the secretary of 
state's instructions and guidance. 

Thus the objectives, instructions 
and guidance defined and circum¬ 
scribed his statutory duty. The 
court could not abdicate its respon¬ 
sibility to give the document its 
proper meaning; ir meant what it 
meant, not what anyone would like 
it to mean. 

"Based on" was not a term of art 
nor was it exact: it permitted some 
latitude. It was obvious that every 
train timetabled by BR did not 
need to continue to run. There 
might be changes, and within 
limits it was for the franchising 
director to rule on the extern. His 
was the primary judgment. 

But there was a limit to the 
changes which might be made 
without ceasing to comply with the 
instruction in paragraph 18 and 
the guidance in paragraph 23. The 


changes had to be marginal, not 
significant or substantial. The 
document could not be read as a 
warrant for more than relatively 
minor change. 

Give or take relatively minor 
change the minimum service level 
specified was, as the court under¬ 
stood the instruction, to corre¬ 
spond reasonably dosety witfi the 
pre-franchising BR specification. 

The court referred to evidence 
given on behalf of the franchising 
director from which his approach 
seemed dear, he had been cautious 
in including loss-making services 
in his minimum service level 
specification because a subsidy 
would be payable to the operator 
required to run h. 

That was an intelligible and in 
no way an irrational approach, but 
it was not an approach which gave 
effect to the instruction in para¬ 
graph 18 or the guidance in 
paragraph 23. No one reading the 
Objectives. Instructions and Guid¬ 
ance could have appreciated that 
that approach would have been 
adopted or that die subsidy pay¬ 
ment factor would be given so 
much weight. 

The court referred to the limited 
factual argument presented to ir 
from' which it was dear that 
reductions to services had been 
specified. The court did not con¬ 
sider that the figures in relation to 
Great Western Trains Ltd and the 
South West Trains Ltd compelled 
the conclusion that the franchising 
director was in breach of his 
statutory duty whether as a result 
of misdirection or mere non- 
compliance. 

It was, however, otherwise in the 
cases of the other lines. There, 
making ail possible allowances in 
the franchising director's favour, 
the court felt bound to conclude 
that he had not correctly under¬ 
stood, or if he had. he had not 
complied with, the secretary of 
state’s instruction. 

The court then considered the 
question of delay in making the 
applications for judicial review, 
with reference to section 31(6) of the 
Supreme Gourt Act 1981. Order S3, 
rule 4(1) of the Rules of the 


Supreme Court and de Smith, 
Woolf and Jamil: Judicial Review 
of Administrative Action (5th edi¬ 
tion (1995) paragraphs 15019 et 
seq, pp665-667 and 20008 et seq, 
pp809-81Cf). 

With regard to the first applica¬ 
tion the relevant passenger service 
requirement was issued on May 
16.1995 and application was made 
on August 16.1995. The court did 
not think that the applicants could 
be criticised for foiling to apply 
prior to May 16 while die con¬ 
sultation period was still in 
progress. Had they done so they 
would have run a real risk of 
foiling on the ground of 
prematurity. 

However, there was an imper¬ 
ative need for the applicants to take 
action with the utmost promptness 
after issue of the service require¬ 
ments. The delay of three months 
was in all the circumstances un¬ 
due. While the reasons for the 
delay explained it, they did not 
excuse iL 

It was dear that the grant of 
certiorari or mandamus now 
following that undue delay would 
be detrimental to . good 
administration. 

The application for that relief 
would be refused on that ground. 
It followed that the appeal against 
the judge's derision would be 
dismissed although in the case of 
LTS Rail, if asked, the court would 
consider making a declaration. 

In the second the relevant 
service requirement was issued on 
September 14 and application was 
lodged on October 30. The court 
did not regard that delay as undue. 

Nor was it apparent that the 
gram of relief would serve no 
useful purpose because the sec¬ 
retary of stare mighr simply amend 
his instructions. If he did, the 
applicants’ complaint might be 
defeated. Whether he did so was a 
matter for him. 

Although differing from a judge 
greatly experienced in the field, the 
court agreed with his view that 
judicial review should be reserved 
for dear cases of unlawfulness. 

Solicitors; Leigh Day & Ca 
Treasury Solicitor. 


treat after possession 

jespeOive parties as the different- -• 


Power to see magistrate in chambers during trial 


Regina v Nottingham Magis¬ 
trates’ Court Ex parte 
FumeU and Another 

Before Lord Justice Schiemann 
and Mr Justice Holland 
Pudgmenr December 8| 

The inherent discretion of a mag¬ 
istrate to permit representations in 
diambers during the course of a 
trial should be exercised sparingly 
and with caution m view of his role 
as fact finder. 

Careful consideration had ro be 
given to the procedure with all 
parties made aware of die hearing 
and represented in chambers and 
a contemporaneous note should be 
taken, normally by the mag¬ 
istrate's clerk. 

The Queen's Bench Divisional 
Court so stated when dismissing 
an application for judicial review 


by Geoffrey FumeU and Diana 
Marshall of their conviction by the 
Nottingham Stipendiary Mag¬ 
istrate. Mr NurtaU, on April 25, 
1995 of affray. 

Mr Nicholas Paul for the ap¬ 
plicants; Miss Caroline Bradley 
for the prosecution; the magistrate 
did not appear and was not 
represented. 

MR JUSTICE HOLLAND said 
that the applicants were charged 
with two co-aocused with affray" In 
the course of the trial the prosecu¬ 
tion indicated a guilty plea by Mr 
FumeU to a lesser charge would be 
acceptable. 

Theco-aocused's solicitor wished 
to consult the magistrate as to 
whether such a plea could be 
accepted without a fresh charge 
being laid. All the advocates and 


the clerk went into the magistrate's 
room. 

There was no satisfactory contem¬ 
porary record of what was dis¬ 
cussed. No shorthand writer was 
present and no tape recording 
made. 

The trial continued and the ap¬ 
plicants were subsequently con¬ 
victed. The essential issue was 
whether there was such an irregu¬ 
larity in the course of the trial to 
found certiorari. 

Mr Paul submitted that the foci of 
any of the trial taking place in 
chambers in die absence of the 
applicants was an irregularity; a 
fortiori, when the proceedings in 
chambers included a reference by 
the stipendiary, as fact finder, to 
the impression made on him of the 
evidence; a fortiori, when no 


contemporary note was taken. 
Whether or not justice was done, it 
had to be seen to be done. 

There was no case directly on the 
point 

In his Lordship's judgment die 
position was: 

inherent discretion of a bench, 
whether lay or stipendiary, must 
permit the reception, during the 
course of a trial, of representatives 
in private without adjournment; to 
do otherwise could inhibit the fair 
and expeditious disposal of the 
trial 

Freedom of access was identified in 
R v Turner (p97D| 2 QB 321. 324). 
All that case said was that the 
discretion had to be exercised 
sparingly and with caution, 
particularly for a lay bench safely 
to permit such a course. The step 


Where is the best 


place to go for instant 
Shore Dealing? 



Sell your shares at any of NatWests 280 Instant 
Share Dealing branches and you'd find the money in 
the account of your choice 5 working days later. 
There's no need ta send paperwork through the post 
or wait for a cheque to be sent to you. 

Whether you're selling or buying, simply walk in. 
check the latest shore price, buy or sell your shares 
and walk out minutes later with confirmation of the 
deal in your hand. 

It's as quick and easy a$ that. 

You don't even hove to bank with NotWest either.* 


just bring in some identification such os o UK driving 
licence (and your share certificates, if selling) and you 
too can enjoy the convenience of instant Shore Dealing 
in over 900 leading shares. 


Call 0800 200 400 

MONDAYTO FRIDAY 8.00am TO 8J»pni 
WEEXB4DS WXtanTO 400pm 


For details of your nearest Instant Share Dealing 
branch, and our competitive dealing charges, please call 
the number above. Our fines ore open Monday to Ftidoy 
8 am to 8pm and weekends 9om to 4pm. 


& NatWest 


More than just a bank 


* QiStomm who rforft boric MaWtotw2hove to pay ^ cheque when buying shores. Ffcasebeor in mind that the value of stock roaiket InwsUnents, and the income 

^th^ m ^ 9 octownwM«fto 3 up, B nd yoyi^mrtreaJrerthraiTOuntoft^rwtynd jn^gtm^Natk)^ 

Investment Arfhonty and »MRO. Share deafciq se rvices ore provided Unfed, a Member of the London Stock Etchant)* ond teqdWed bg the 

Secwitfes and fiitwes Authority. National VMstmmster Bank Pit Regstered Offtceil Lothfcimt London EC2P2BP, Registered Nunber 929027. England Ref No. «Q74 


was unusual and there was the 
potential for injustice. 

Further, whether lay or stipen¬ 
diary. a magistrate must reflect on 
his role as fact finder. Would that 
be compromised by receiving mid- 
trial representations? 

2 There must be careful consid¬ 
eration as to the procedure. Afl 
parties must know the hearing was 
taking place, and unless the case 
involved public interest immunity, 
all parties must be represented in 
chambers. 

In particular, steps must be 
taken to take a note contempora¬ 
neously and as carefully as pos¬ 
sible. The note would normally be 
taken by the derfc see R v Cullen 
((1984)81 CrAppRI7). 

In the present case there was no 
apparent reason why any technical 
problem regarding the plea should 
not have been heard in open court 
Further, the hearing was not 
recorded by contemporaneous 
note. 

However. Iiis Lordship could 
find no material Irregularity to 
justify certiorari and no evidence 
there was impropriety. Nothing 
irregular had happened in the 
magistrate's room and if the 
proceedings were faithfoUy and 
accurately reported to the ap¬ 
plicants. there was no appearance 
of injustice. 

Lord Justice Schiemann agreed. 

Solicitors: Warren & Allen. Not¬ 
tingham: CPS. Nottingham. 


Regina v Northumbrian 
Water Ltd, Ex parte Able UK 
Ltd 

Before Mr Justice Camwath 
pudgment December 1] 

An authority acquiring land tinder 
a compulsory purchase order was 
entitled to withdraw its notice to 
treat under section 31 of the Land 
Compensation Act 1961. even after 
it had entered into possession of 
foeland- 

Mr Justice Camwaih so stated 
in a reserved judgment in the 

queen's Bench Division when 
dismissing an application for ju¬ 
dicial review by Able UK Ltd of a 

decision by Northumbrian Water 
Ltd of November 9, 1994 to 
withdraw a notice to treat in 
respect of the applicant's land at 
Stephenson Industrial Estate. 
Hartlepool dated August 14. 1992 
and to request the return of an 
advance payment of compensation 
in the sum of £491,490 made in 
February 1993. 

Section 31 of the 1961 Act 
provides: “(1) Where a claimant 
has delivered such notice as is 
mentioned in paragraph (b) of 
subsection I of section 4 of die Act. 
the acquiring authority may. at 
any time within six weeks after foe 
delivery thereof, withdraw any 
notice to treat which has been 
served on him or on any other 
person interested in the land 
authorised to be acquired." 

Section 52 of the Land 
Compensation Act 1973 provides: 
“(l) Where an acquiring authority 
have taken possession of any land 
the authority shall, if a request in 
that behalf is made in accordance 
with subsection (Z) below, make an 
advance payment on account of 
any compensation fry them for the 
compulsory acquisition of any 
Interest m that land. 

“(5) Where the amount -of any 
payment under (his section made 
on the basis of the acquiring 
authority's estimate of the 
compensation exceeds the 
compensation as finally deter¬ 
mined or agreed, the excess shall 
be repaid; and if after any payment 
under this section has beat made 
to any person it is discovered that 
he was not entitled to it foe 
amount of the payment shall be 
recoverable by foe acquiring 
authority.” 

Mr Anthony Anderson. QC and 
Mr Nicholas Burton for Able UK; 
Mr Robert McCracken for 
Northumbrian Water. 


MR JUSTICE CARNWATH 
said that the case raised two novel 
questions.The first was whether 
foe acquiring authority was en- 
tided to withdraw res notice to 
treat, under section 31 of the 1961 
Act, even after it had entered into 
possession of the land. 

If so. where the authority had 
made an advance payment of 
compensation under section 52 of 
foe 1973 Ad, what were foe 
respective rights of the parties 
following withdrawal of foe notice 
to treat"? Section 52 contained no 
express provision for what was to 
happen if a notice to treat was 
withdrawn following the malting 
of an advance payment. 

Right to withdraw notice to treat 

In die water company’s sub¬ 
mission. the position under section 
31 was dear. It was not disputed 
that the notice of withdrawal was 
served within six weeks of foe 
notice of dajm. as provided for by 
section 4| t>(b|. 

In those circumstances section 
31(1) gave an unqualified right to 
withdraw the notice to treat, h was 
to be contrasted with section 31® 
which specifically provided that 


Child has no appeal 
against 

tribunal decision 


S v Special Educational 
Needs Tribunal and Another 


Before Lord Justice Leggart, Lord 
Justice Millett and Sir Ralph 
Gibson 


IJudgmem December L3| 

Only the parent of a child was 
entitled to bring an appeal ro the 
Special Educational Needs Tri¬ 
bunal and not the child himself. 
Consequently the High Court did 
not have jurisdiction to entertain 
an appeal ni3de fey a child from the 
tribunals decision. 

The Court of Appeal so held 
dismissing the appeal of the child 
against the dismissal by Mr Jus¬ 
tice Latham (The Times October 5) 
of an appeal against foe dismissal 
of an appeal by the tribunal on 
February 2 when it refused to 
amend the name of the school 
specified in foe statement of special 
educational needs. 


Mr Philip Engelman for the 
child; Mr Richard McManus for 
the tribunal: Miss Tanya Callman 
for the local authority. 

LORD JUSTICE LEGC.ATT 
said that the judge held that the 
only right of appeal to the tribunal 
was as provided for in sections 169. 
170 and 172 of the Education Act 
1993. 

The effect of those provisions 
was that die child* parent could 
appeal to the tribunal in respect of 
any decision not to make a 
statement. 

To the like effect were the 
regulations made under section 
ISO of the 1993 Act. the Special 
Educational Needs Tribunal 
Regulations (SI 1994 No 1910). and 
most idling in the present context 
was the definition in regulation 2 
of “child" as meaning “foe child in 
respect of whom the appeal is 
brought". 

Mr Engelman, properly 
acknowledging that the parent was 
consistently identified in the statu¬ 
tory provisions as the person 
bringing an appeal, submitted that 
dial did not preclude a child as 
falling within the term “patty to 
proceedings" in section 11(1) of the 
Tribunals and Enquiries Act 1992 
when an appeal was made from a 


tribunal in the High Court, 

He contended, inter alia, that foe 
child plainly was a party to the 
proceedings in question. 

In his Lordship's view that 
appeared to beg the question to 
which foe submission related; a 
party, as normally understood, 
was a party to litigation playing a 
prescribed part. The child here 
was not such a party. 

He contended further that there 
was no policy reason to exdude foe 
child as a party before (he tribunal; 
but in his Lordship's view that 
could not be valid as there was no 
provision for a child to be parry to 
proceedings. 

Mr Engelman also contended 
that the true analysis was the 
parent acted as the child's agent so 
that there was no reason why he 
could not bring an appeal to the 
High Court. 

In his Lordship's judgment, the 
term “party” in section 11 ( 1 ] of the 
1992 Act was to be treated as a 
litigant and not a beneficiary to 
litigation. It was not helpful to 
show that a parent was acting as 
agent. The court therefore had no 
jurisdiction to entertain the present 
appeal. 

In the court below foe opportu¬ 
nity given for foe mother to be 
substituted as a party was delib¬ 
erately declined 
Moreover, the judge heard the 
appeal on its merits, and. as far as 
his Lordship aouId tell reached the 
right conclusions on all the issues 
before him. 

However, he had been wrong to 
entertain the appeal. Although no 
reason was given why the mother 
refused to be joined as a party, his 
Lordship inferred that she was not 
entitled to legal aid. 

The legal aid fund had thus 
incurred costs it would not other¬ 
wise have borne. 

The court would refuse to give 
any judgment on foe merits. Any 
such judgment would be obiter, 
hypothetical and at the expense of 
the fund. 

Lord Justice Millett and Sir 
Ralph Gibson agreed. 

Solicitors. Teacher Stent Selby: 
Treasury Solicitor; Mr Colin T. 
Wilson. Westminster. 


the right to withdraw a nohee to 
treat following determination by 
foe Lands Tribunal applied *hm- 
hss die authority had entered into 

possession of the land fry virtue of 
the notice”. ., 

There was no such quanficalwn 
under subsection (1). No hardsh ip 
would result from thal approach, 
since by subsection (3)* Able was 
entitled to claim compensation far 
any loss or expenses caused by 
giving and withdrawing the nonce. 

The water' company accepted 
that, where possession had been 
token following notice to treat, any 
|ny resulting from that abortive 
period of possession would pn 
erty fall wthln foe loss caused 


would beoompensatabte. 

Able contested that view by 
inviting the court to consider the 
historical devetopmaiiof foe rele¬ 
vant compulsory purchase law. 
The 1961 Act should be read in the 
light of foe earlier statutes, hawing 
regard to the principle that any 
changes would have been limited 
to these permitted under the 
Consolidation of Enactments 
(Procedure) Act 1949. 

In his Lordship's judgment, foe 
answer was to be found in the 
words of section 31. Even though it 
was a consolidation statute, the 
ordinary approach to construction 
applied. It was only permissible to 
look outside foe statute if there was 
some substantial difficulty or 
ambiguity: see Farrell v Alexander 
QI977] AC 59). His Lordship agreed 
with the water company's sub¬ 
mission that section 31 was per¬ 
fectly dear. 

The right to withdraw under 
subsection (1), unlike foal under 
subsection (2). was not limited in a 
case where possession bad been 
taken. Of course, mere withdrawal 
of foe notice to treat did not result 
in possession being recovered fry 
the owner. But it removed his. 
entitlement to compensation in 
respect of acquisition. 

That step having been taken by 
the authority, it dearly could have 
no right to retain the land. 
Whether in different circum¬ 
stances the owner could refuse to 
take it bade was not a question 
which arose in the present case. 
The result produced no anomaly or 
absurdity in foe present case. It left 
the owners of the land, unaffected 
by any works of the authority, and 
with a claim to compensation for 
any loss. 

It accorded with the principle of 
equivalence which underlay foe 
statutory code see Director of 
Buildings and Lands v Shun Fung 
Ironworks Ltd 01995) 2 WLR 4(H). 

It also gave effect to foe par- 
liamentary intention, implicit in 
section 31. foal authorities should 
be able to make an informed 
decision as to. die likely cost, of-foe _ 
acquisition before tffe yvwiie Bhrify ' 
committed. 

His Lordship accepted that 
potential anomalies could arise in 
hypothetical sets of circumstances. 
However, it was not helpful to try ■ 
to envisage how foe schanewould 
work in such cases. 

ft did not appear tint problems 
had arisen in practice as die 
present case was foe first in which 
foe point had needed to be consid¬ 
ered. The authority was under its 
ordinary duty to exercise its pow¬ 
ers reasonably, particularly where 
compulsory acquisition of land 
was available, and was subject to 
judicial review. 

His Lordship also accepted that 
it was not wholly clear why a 
distinction was drawn between 
subsection (1) and subsection (2). 

An explanation might be found in 
the nature of the rights of foe 


notice of entity and p as- 
session under it d id not affect toe, 
title. 'FfljDowing.detennm ^M^ti f 
compensation however, the parties 
were in foe position of parties to a 
l utF P ” * of the sale of land and 

- entitled ta specific perfo rman ce. 
The authority became owners m 
equity. 

It mi^it have been 
i nappropriate to provide far 
right of withdrawal when not uuiy 
possession had been taken hot title 
had passed. In any event, even if 
one took account of the history of 
tlw legislation, it did not provide a 
conduswe answer. _ . 
Repayment of compensation 
under seetinn-52 " 

Asadaim under section 31 had not 
yet been made, if was inappro¬ 
priate to make any formal declara¬ 
tion. However, since the matter 

- had been argued, his Itardsfaip 
would make certain observations. 

Mr McCracken submitted that 
he was entitled u recover foe 
pi the'advance payment, if 
apy, over the compensation as 
finally determined, either under 
foe specific provisions., of sub-' 
section (5L or failing that, under 
the general law of restitution. . - 
The first submissfon depended 
on wirin g a broad view of sub¬ 
section (5), so that “compensation’ 
there referred to could include 
compensation under section 31(3) 
of the 1961 Act 

Mr Anderson submitted that 
"compensation" in subsection (^; 
must mean the.- same 'as 
“compensation" in subsection (1). 
that is "compensation ... for foe 
compulsory acquisition of any 
interest in that land”. Compensa¬ 
tion under section 31 was not 
compensation for the acquisition of 
land, but for the non-aoquisitian of 
land. 

Furthermore, foe authority's 
right to repayment under the 
second part of subsection (5)onfy 
arose where it was found that the 
applicant “was" not entitled to 
compensation, that is, at the time 
of the advance payment 
Since in foe present case the 
advance payment was property 
made at a time when the authority 
had taken. ■ and still retained, 
possession, tile conditions of sub¬ 
section (5) were not satisfied. 

His Lordship agreed that 
compensation in both subsection 
(1) fold subsection (5) of section 52 
was directed to - ordinary 
compensation for the acquisition of 
the land. He doubted whether the 
draftsman had ' in mind the 
possibility of compensation for an 
abortive notice to treat under 
section 31. 

However. Mr Anderson's read¬ 
ing of the second part of subsection 
,(5) was too narrow. Looking at the 
subsection as a whole, the obvious 
.purpose was. to contrast die pos¬ 
ition at the time of die advance 
payment with the position when 
compensation was finally deter¬ 
mined or agreed. 

If at that time it was found that 
there was either an excess or no 
entitlement, then foe right to 
payment arose. If that were wrong, 
then foe principles of restitution 
were broad enough to provide an 
appropriate remedy. 

Given foe owners rights to 
specific compensation under sec¬ 
tion 31. there was no reason why 
the law should allow him to retain 
a sura which was paid on an 
assumption which had been fal¬ 
sified by emits, and which did not 
represent his true loss. 

Solicitors: Ward Hadaway, 
Newcastle upon Tyne Wheldon 
Hcusby & Scott. South Shields. 
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COLLECT 30 TOKENS FOR 
A CHANCE TO WIN £20,000 
FOR AN 80-DAY HOLIDAY 
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Win a holiday 
to Australia 


The Times and The Sunday Times, are offering readers the 
chance to win one of SO holidays for two, plus 10 per cent 
discounts, to a range of destinations throughout foe world. 

Today's prize is a nine-day coach tour of Australia, 
including return flights, worth E3.760. where you will spend 
force nights in Sydney and visit the famous opera house Then 
visit New South Wales’ famous Blue Mountains region and 
the Australian Wildlife Park with its koalas and kangaroos 
Next you will head for Canberra stopping off for a barbecue 
lunch at Burbong Sheep Station on the way. Your holiday 
c P! ,r Vl ues *(1* a 10 Thredbo, Australian premier alpine 
ski village, before heading off towards Melbourne via Brown - 

Brothers Winery. A visit to Phillip Island to see the largest 
colony of airy penguins is an ideal way to end your trip. 

DEPARTURES: April 6,13, and 27, May 4 and 11,1996 The 
price for foe land tour with our 10% discount is E792 per 
person, down from £880. and does not include return flights. 
TODAY'S PRIZE: To win today’s holiday answer the ques¬ 
tion below and phone our competition hotline 089140 SO 34 
which is open until midnight tonight The winner wfll be cho¬ 
sen at random from all correct entries received. Normal Times 
Newspapers competition rules apply, 

I. What is the name of Australia's premier alpine ski village? 

CoBs are -'-— - - • 


--, 

THEdttoTIMES! 

Around I 


the World , j 
in 80 Days j 
£ 20,000 
TOKEN 71 


AustraHan Pacific Tours offers reactors 
10% tfecoum on today's hofiday and afl 
fo* coach tours featured Oita weak. The 
price eeveratwfaiBhsflaccamniodatlon 
wRh tnaMBstand afgMsMfng. 

For a brochure caB; 
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TRADING PERIOD: Settlemem takes place five business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous day's close, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 
price/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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36 BUSINESS NEWS 


THE TIMES MONDAY DECEMBER 181995 



TODAY 


Intorfcn*: Bfwway, British Thornton, 
Crest Packaging, Edmbunh'Japan 
Trust, Foreign & CcJonW Smarter 
Companies. Ingham, l&S Optimum in¬ 
come, [ray & Stme, Jonas & Ship- 
man, lawrenea.MOgrtaa TT. MgSojc 
I nvestment#, RoffaS Nolan, Schrbdor 
Soft Fund, Victoria Gvpet, Wintnist. 
Finals: Aberdeen Trust, FaJrbaim ■ 
European Strata-, Kunicfc. Ecanondc 
■ f ttstice: Pubfc sector borrowing 
wq u temen t (November). 


TOMORROW 



i Mondays, Windsor. Economic 
s ta t istic *: nan* scheduled. 


WEDNESDAY 


Interims; Abtrust Preferred, Artesian 
FebrtBS. Electric & Genera! IT, MSG 
Second Dual Trust. Murray SpB Cap¬ 
ital. HnafaE Lagal£ General Recovery, ■ 
Loedos, RodvM. Economic staSs- 
Bck Balance of trade with countries 
outside the EC (November); prt?- 
visional eetina te s otfcM and counter¬ 
parts (November). ■ ■ 


THURSDAY 


Interims: Winchester'Multimedia., 
Hnatr. Abtrust Emerging Economtae 
IT, Bumdene Investments. St Davkfa 
IT. Eco n o m ic e t e t leflcs: UK national 
accounts JOS); UK b ato ric o - of pay¬ 
ments (Q3); motor vaNde production 
(November). 1 


FRIDAY 


Interinn.- none announced. Hnahr 
Ksfeoy Industrial. Econ om ic statis¬ 
tics: capital expenditure (03 revised). 



Life is no holiday for First Choice 


FIRST CHOICE: Full-year fig¬ 
ures from First Choice, Britain’s 
third-iargest tour operator, will 
tomorrow highlight the severe 
problems confronting the holiday 
market Last month the group 
Mowed dose on the beds of 
Airtours, foe industry leader, by 
issuing a profits warning. A 
disastrous summer for the holi¬ 
day companies means that pre¬ 
tax profits have been forecast to 
.fell from £163 million tn £1 
milHon. 

Things have certainly been 
tough'for die operators with the 
hot summer resulting in fewer 
families taking holidays abroad, 
while intense competition among 
the big players has pared mar¬ 
gins down to the bone. 

• Early indications suggest that 
next year will also be tough, with 
early bookings depressed. As a 
result the group, whose chief 
executive is Francis Baron, has 
already announced plans to shed 
300 jobs and reduce capacity tty 
about 7 per cent 


with earnings per share up from 
19.4p to 2S2p. At the halfway 
stage, the group hoisted profits 31 
per cent to £153 mfllion. 

Mr Hultman has transformed 
Eurotherm into an efficient outfit, 
having stripped out much of the 
cost, and demand for industrial 
controls, mainly for use in pro¬ 
duction lines, is booming. North 
America remains die group's 
biggest market with sales boosted 
by the acquisition in March of 
Systems Automation and Ser¬ 
vices. In geographical terms, the 
rest of the business is fairly 
evenly spread. Shareholders will 
be rewarded with an increase in 
dividend from 53p to 7p. 




The SundqyTimes: BuyWest- 
bury. Bard on. MFL Sell 
Superscape. 77te Sunday Tele¬ 
graph: Buy View Inn, Conrad 
Ritblat; Sdt Vega.-.The Ob¬ 
server: Buy Asda; Sell HP 
Buhner. Independent on Sun¬ 
day: Buy Cobham; Sell Euro¬ 
tunnel. The Mail on Sunday: 
Boy Clydeport; Sell MAI. 


EUROTHERM: Full-year fig¬ 
ures tomorrow are expected to 
show die group continuing to 
reap the benefits of the efforts of 
Claes Hultman, chief executive, 
in the early Nineties. He prem¬ 
ised to get the group bade on its 
.feet -and generating organic 
growth. He has been true to his 
word. Eurotherm is now one of 
Britain’s most successful elec¬ 
tronic companies enjoying strong 
earnings growth. Andrew Bry¬ 
ant, who follows electronics com¬ 
panies for NatWest Securities, 
forecasts a . rise in pre-tax profits 
from £26.1 million to £34 million. 


MOSAIC INVESTMENTS: 
First appearances could prove 
deceptive when the struggling 
group unveils half-year figures 
today. David Williams has pulled 
out all the stops since rejoining 
the company and taking over as 
chairman in February 1994. But 
the final outcome is likely to 
result in further hefty losses, 
reflecting goodwill write-offs dur¬ 
ing the final part of restructuring. 
These are expected to amount to 
about £3 million after the dispos¬ 
al of seven businesses since Mr 
Williams moved into the hot sent 
Brokers say that the worst of 
the restructuring is now over and 
that the company is in sound 
shape. There may be some good 
news for shareholders, with a 
possible resumption in dividend 
payments. The main parts of the 
buriness still intact are the optical 
distribution division and a 30 per 
cent stake in Copyright, which 
was floated off last year. 
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Frauds Baron, of First Choice, the tour operator, which could be facing another tough year 


US may hold 
fire on rates 


THE prime focus of this, week wiU be 

.■ -v * #ha LoriPitn 


across 


the Atlantic, where the Federal. 


cat iri US interest rates. Most ecanomjsiy 
believe that there is a dearease for another 
- monetary easing on economic grounds. - • 

P refimm ary third-quarter US gross do;, 
mestic product figures arc-published'foe* 
same day- Altficfo^fteipc*n , e^eras weafc 
there is a considerable variance of interpre¬ 
tation of recent &gures\and the Fed may 
want to wait until the situatioais dearer.--"-': 
Hie other main stidemg points are fee 

id Jrt^Qihton^^^^^Republican kader- 
.ship of amgress. ^ Fed has virti^ 
made the resolution of foisstand-off 6 
precondition far lower rates." ■' ; ■ 

In Britain, after an eventful posfrBiidget 
period packed with statistics and the first ~ 
interest rate reduction for neariy twfryears, 
the calendar is beginning to wind down for 
Christmas. Today, Navanber figures for 
public borrowing are announced. "The 
consensus of market forecasts compiled by ~ 
MMS International is for a public sector, 
borrowing requirement of £23- bflfion. 
compared with last month’s repayihentof 
£13 billion. PSBR figures start to ksetben-. 
headline value at this stage of the year,' 
with the markets focusing an the-otmurn 
for die next tax year. ;L - ! : . 

On Wednesday, bank and building 
society lending figures and M4_-money, 
supply for Novemberare published, . 
as November figures for ncp-Edropean. 
Union trade. The deficft fe expected to’fie 
£950 million, compared with a £L I9 bzQkm - 
shortfeU in October- On Thursday, there is ' 
another revision of third-quarter gross 
domestic product figures, which are aspect- 1 ' 
ed to show an imchmgpd estimate of 0.4 per. 
cent growth. Again, the markets are now., 
more interested tosee preliminary figures 
for the final quarter. - 


Janet Bush ; 
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Sequel for Ken and Eddie Show 


A s we near the end of the 
second year of the 
Bank of England's new . 
role in setting monetary poll- 1 
<ty, it is a good time to take 
stock. The new regime scored 
at least one major success, 
producing a rise in interest 
rates last September at an 
appropriately early stage of 
economic upswing; in stark 
contrast with . normal UK 
practice. It successfully fought 
off at least one major chall¬ 
enge a few weeks ago. when 
Tory MPs were demanding a 
traditional, instant post- 1 
Budget rate cut that would 
have made nonsense of Eddie 
George's monthly meetings 
with the Chancellor. On the 
debit side; the Bank tendency 
to overpredict inflation 
undermined its central bank • 
technical credentials. Mean¬ 
while, Kenneth Clarke's over¬ 
ruling of calls by Mr George 
for tightening during this year • 
seemed to font-that.the pew 
regime was more a change of 
form than of substance. 

The approach of the'two-year 
anniversary offers foe Treasury 
and the Bank a chance to' 
confirm that foe changes are . 
substantive, by making further, 
evolutionary changes to 
strengthen the cnsdibitHy- of the 
Bank’s internal dedsibn-inak- 
ing. A looming general election. 


with the possibility of uncer¬ 
tainty over monetary policy 
before and after it increases 
impetus for action. 

Two aspects of the Bank's 
derision-making are well ex¬ 
posed in public They are infla¬ 
tion forecasts by foe chief econ¬ 
omist’s department and the 
Governor's view, as put in min¬ 
utes of the- monthly meetings 
with foe Chancellor, often 
backed by interviews or leaks. 
However, the internal decision¬ 
making process in between is 
opaque. Aside from foe Gover¬ 
nor and the chief economist. 


often having held senior polit¬ 
ical office. In the US, leading 
figures on the FOMC general¬ 
ly also have SUCh affiliaHnns, 

although they are little em¬ 
phasised and are diluted by a 
substantial number of more 
neutral members. 

These political affiliations 
affect policy-making subtly. 
There is no crude voting on 
party lines. Indeed, members 
of the Bundesbank council 
and of foe FOMC rapidly 
acquire a “corporate culture” 
that ensures a display of total 
or virtual unanimity much of 


senior officials contributing to 
it do not seek public exposure. 

If the aim is to improve this 
process, it makes sense to look 
at what happens in the great 
Independent central banks of 
the world, even though there 
is no question of the Bank be¬ 
coming independent in the 
short -term. In foe Bundes¬ 
bank and the Fed. monetary 
policy is set by a group of 
people integrated into foe 
political structure of society. 
In Germany, the affiliations 
are explicit, with most council 
members having dear mem¬ 
bership of political parties. 


the time. Yet, there is a form of 
political representation here, 
sometimes expressed pubtidy 
in speeches, sometimes in de¬ 
bate at policy meetings, and 
sometimes in the votes them¬ 
selves. As a result the central 
bank acquires a certain polit¬ 
ical legitimacy. 

This gives foe Bundesbank 
and foe Fed their strength. It 
is not without periodic chall¬ 
enge. of course, for example 
via foe rogue bills to curtail 
Fed power sometimes tabled 
in Congress or (more deadly) 
arrangements (flee foe ERM 
and pan-German monetary 


union. Surviving such attacks 
more or less unscathed adds 
to a central bank's status. 

The Bank of England now 
needs to move gently down 
this route. The exact method 
does not matter, a subset of the 
Court of Directors might be 
made responsible for monet¬ 
ary policy, or there might be a 
new monetary committee. The 
crucial thing is to have a group 
of people seen to represent the 
various political strands of 
British satiety. like FOMC or 
Bundesbank council mem¬ 
bers, they would come to com¬ 
bine allegiance to the central 
bank and its monetary aims 
with being, in a broad sense, 
political rep re s e ntatives. The 
appointment of a new Deputy 
Governor earlier this year may 
come to be seen as die start of 
this process, but only If fol¬ 
lowed by other appointments 
giving a dear sense of balance. 

Such evolution would, in 
time, give the Bank a political 
right to a credible alternative 
voice in monetary policy. Ulti¬ 
mately, this would be rejected 
in a lower risk premium on 
UK interest rates. Merely 
continuing monthly meetings 
between Governor and Chan¬ 
cellor will never achieve this. 


Giles Keating 

CS First Boston 


Merger of 
Lloyds and 
TSB nears 


THE High Court will be asked 
today to approve a scheme of 
arrangement enabling Lloyds 
Bank to complete its £13.6 
billion merger with TSB (Pat¬ 
ricia Tehan writes). 

Shareholders of the two 
banks gave their approval at 
extraordinary meetings last 
month. Lloyds needs the 
court's approval for the cancel¬ 
lation of existing Lloyds Bank 
shares and their replacement 
by shares in Lloyds TSB. 

Each Lloyds shareholder 
will receive 2.704 shares for 
every share they hold, while 
TSB shareholders will receive 
one share. 

Subject to approval the deal 
will become effective on De¬ 
cember 28, when dealings in 
the new Lloyds TSB shares 
will begin: A special cash 
dividend of 68.3p per share 
will be paid on January 18 to 
TSB shareholders and new 
Lloyds TSB share certificates 
will be sent out TSB share 
certificates will remain valid. 


Japan likely to overshoot 
deadline on loans crisis 


From a Correspondent 

IN TOKYO 


INFIGHTING among Japa¬ 
nese financial institutions 
seems certain to scupper the 
Government's promise to de¬ 
vise a solution to the problem 
of bad loans by Wednesday. 

Anxiety over foe Govern¬ 
ment’s ability to tackle the 
crippling loans held by belea¬ 
guered mortgage firms has 
raised fears for Tokyo’s stock 
market already nervous 
about the stability of Japan’s 
financial system. 

“If the Government fails to 
come up with a scheme to 
solve the housing loan prob¬ 
lem. it is easy to imagine that 
stock prices will fall.*’ said 
Katsuhito Sasajima, an ana¬ 
lyst at Nikko Research Centre. 

“The stock market has 
long expected the scheme to 
be announced by December 
20. and this expectation 
has supported the recovery 
in stock prices," he said. 



Takemura: different date 


On Friday, Masayoshi 
Takemura, the Finance Minis¬ 
ter, said; “We still don't have 
clear provisions yet. but we 
will make efforts to seek a 
solution by our initial target 
date of December 20 or our 
final due date of the end of this 
year." Analysts said that he 
appeared to be toning down 
remarks he has made previ¬ 


ously foal Japan would decide 
by December 20. 

Tomiichi Murayama. the 
Prime Minister, has also said 
a derision would be made by 
that date. 

“It is an international 
pledge that Japan will make a 
derision on the housing loan 
companies by December 20, 
and if it fails foe major ; 
problem is how foreign inves¬ 
tors will judge foe failure and 
how they wfl] reactsaid 
Masaaki Higashida, a strate¬ 
gist at Nomura Securities. 

The seven ailing mortgage 
firms that are at foe heart of 
the nation's multibillion- 
pound bad debt problem are 
to be wound up by their 
founding shareholders, princi¬ 
pally banks. 

The Finance Ministry esti¬ 
mates that 627 trillion yen 
(£4026 billion) of unrecover¬ 
able loans at foe mortgage 
firms will be written off initial¬ 
ly, and this could eventually 
reach Y731 trillion. 
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CHANGE ON WEEK 


LEGAL & PUBLIC NOTICES 


0171-782 7344 



US dollar 

1.5393 (+0.0116) 

German mark 
2.2209 (+0.0083) 
Exchange index 
83.0 (+0.5) 

Bank of England official dose (4pm) 


FT 30 share 
2633.3 (+3.2) 

FT-SE 100 
3642.6 (+12.6) 

New York Dow Jones 

5176.73 (+19.87) 

Tokyo Nikkei Avge 
19346.55 (+59.58) 
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Australia $ _ 

Austria Sch .... 

Belgium Fr_ 

Canada $. 

Cyprus Cyp£ . 
Danmark Kr ... 
Finland Mkk... 

Franca Fr.. 

Germany Dm . 

Greece Dr_ 

Hong Kong $ 

Ireland Pt. 

Israel Shk ...... 

Italy Ura_ 

Japan Yen_ 

Malta.. 

NetheridsGtd 
New Zealand $ 

Norway Kr_ 

Portugal Esc.. 
S Africa Rd .... 

Spain Pta_ 

Sweden Kr..... 
SwOmriandFr 
Turkey Lira .... 
USAS- 


Bank 
Buys 
2.18 
16.64 
48.88 
2.225 
0.748 
9.22 
7 27 
8.06 
2^7 
388.00 
12.57 
1.02 
5.1900 
2572.00 
17050 
0.592 
2.640 
251 
10.40 
244.00 
ret. 
196.00 
10.90 
1.93 
refer 
1.639 


Bank 

Salts 

2.02 

16.14 

44.36 

2.066 

0.693 

8.42 

6.62 

7.41 

£16 

363.00 

1157 

0.94 

4.5400 

2417.00 

154.90 

0537 

2*410 

990 

9.60 

225.50 

5.40 

183.00 

10.10 

1.7S 

83444.0 

1.509 
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Answers from page 32 
CAPERCAILZIE 

(b) The Wood-grouse. Tetrao urogallus, the largest of Europeaqn 
gallinaceous birds: the male is also called Mountain Cock or Cock of the 
Woods. Formerly indigenous in the Scottish Highlands, where, after 
having become extinct, it has again been introduced from Scandinavia. 
Corruption of the Gaelic capull eoilie great cock [lit. horse) of the wood. 
Queen Victoria, More Leaves, 1884: "Saw a capercailzie, of which there are 
many here." 

COPfNTANK 

(al A high-crowned hat in the form of a sugar lost worn in (he 16th 
century. Apparently found in Shakespeare as copacain. Perhaps 
connected with the Latin capitdneus chief in size, or enpinum a head 
covering or cap, hence Dutch cap top top or head. “Sometime men were 
coppid cappis like a sugar loaf." 

CURASSOW 

(b) One of a family of gallinaceous birds found in Centra! and Soldi 
America; they have a general resemblance to the turkey, and several 
species are domesticated. A phonetic spelling of the name of the island 
Curasao. The Curassow: The Cock has a Crown of Nack feathers on his 
Head, aqnd appears very stately. - 
CARPENT 

(a) To make as a carpenter, to put together, to construct mechanically,. 
From foe French charpenter. medieval Latin carpentare to cut Or make as 
a carpenter. “With carpenred Columbiads. unfortunately he [Poej 
condemned poetry not founded at all on foe tour de force plan of little 
ambitious prosaic spirits." 


SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
I... NxdS 2 Rxft Nxf6 and foe white queen is unexpectedly trapped. Black 
wins easily on material. 


Renewing 
your home 
contents 
insurance? 


KK1.1. \Y1 nr voi'K or on. 


If you’re looking for quality home contents cover 
from a company you know and trust, call Legal & GeneraL 
■^fe offer up to £35,000 new-for-old cover with 
added discounts for the over 40s or for improved home 
security. And if you arrange both your borne contents, 
and buildings insurance 
with us, we’ll give you 
20% off your buildings 
policy. So find out 
about better home 
contents cover at a 
better price. 

Call now for your free no-obligation quotation, 
we’U even give you a free coinholder keyring Just to 
thank you for calling. 
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Call the name you can trust. 

0800 282 404 
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ho^ ' Increases in factory 
ates pay outpacing 
ii inflation, says CBI 
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PAY rises In the manufactur¬ 
ing sector are outpacing infla¬ 
tion and trending higher. Bui 
more workers are being forced 
to accept pay freezes for the 
next year. 

The latest CBI Pay 
Databank, released today, 
shows ihar manufacturing 
pay awards averaged 3.6 per 
cent in the three months to the 
end of October. This compares 
with 3.5 per cent for the three 
months to the end of Septem¬ 
ber and 3 2 per cent for the 
three months to October 1904. 

Awards in the service sector 
average 3.4 per cent, com¬ 
pared with 4.3 per cent one 
year ago. Inflation figures for 
October, published Iasi week. 


By Martin Barrow 

showed increases in the cost of 
living casing lu 3.1 per cent in 
November, from 3.2 per cent 
m October. 

In spite of the improving 
outlook for pay settlements', 
the survey also shows that one 
in six manufacturers and une 
in seven service firms are still 
freezing pay for periods of up 
to 12 months. This compares, 
wirh one in eight manufactur¬ 
ers and one in six service firms 
a year ago. 

Manufacturers continue to 
report that their inability to 
raise prices is the most influ¬ 
enzal downward pressure on 
their pay awards. Companies 
also blame luvv profits and low 
cost of living increase*,. How- 



Vauxhail car workers want their weekly hours cut plus a rise 

Canberra urged 
by RTZ to clarify 
stand on merger 


ever, the rale uf increase has 
accelerated markedly since the 
end of January, when pay 
awards averaged 3.1 per cent 
for the three previous months. 

Tile pay survey is published 
as unions and management at 
Vauxhall. the car manufactur¬ 
er, prepare to resume talks un 
Wednesday to try to settle a 
dispute that is hitting produc¬ 
tion. The unions have been 
pressing for a two-hour cut in 
the working week, and pro¬ 
duction workers at the Luton 
and Ellesmere Port plants are 
finishing ilieir shifts two 
hours early as part of industri¬ 
al action to back up the claim. 

On Friday, unions and 
management refused to com¬ 
ment on speculation that 
Vauxhall has- agreed to reduce 
the 39-hour week, which has 
been a major stumbling bluck 
in the negotiations. 

Vauxhall is sticking by its 
offer of a 3.5 per cent pay rise 
now plus the rate of inflation 
in a year's time as well as an 
extra day's holiday. However. 
Vauxhall said it had improved 
its offer by extending a or 
leasing scheme lo workers not 
previously covered. The 
scheme had been due to be 
phased out. but the company 
is offering lo extend it by two 
years. 

Tony Woodley, chief negoti¬ 
ator for the Transport and 
General Workers' Union, 
said: "Both sides are actively 
working towards a recom¬ 
mend able settlement." 
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Canary Wharf, due to return to Paul Reichmann, its developer, and others this week 


IPC set 
to claim 
Canaiy 
Wharf 

By Patricia Tehan 

BAYKJVC CftRRESPOVDEVr 

THE 12 banks that own Canary 
Wharf will complete the sale of 
the Docklands development to a 
syndicate lhai includes Paul 
Reichmann. its original devel¬ 
oper. on Wednesday. 

The banks revealed that they 
had reached an agreement to 
sell the development to the 
International Property Corpo¬ 
ration flPC) for £M)0 million in 
OciobcT. Since then. IPC has 
been conducting due diligence. 

The banks, which took con¬ 
trol of the development after it 
went into administration in 
1992. will recover about 95p in 
the pound of their debts. The 
sale price values the develop¬ 
ment at ESOO million, bui the 
European Investment Bank, 
which is owed £165 million, is 
staying in and replacing its 
facilities with new ones of £180 
million. 

Mr Reichmann's consortium 
is believed lo be paying £150 
million more than the nearest 
bidder for Canary Wharf- 

Other investors in the consor¬ 
tium include Prince al-Waleed 
bin Talat of Saudi Arabia and 
Michael Price, the US fund 
manager. It is thought there are 
no current plans to start build¬ 
ing further phases of the dev¬ 
elopment but this is part of Mr 
Reichmann's long-term plan. 

In addition lo repaying the 
banks, the new owners are also 
providing working capital for 
the development and will meet 
obligations to pay £300 million 
towards (he cost of the London 
Underground Jubilee Line ex¬ 
tension. which is due to open in 
March 1998. 


Pensions 

battle 

decision 

The future of rhe £17 billion 
British Coal pension funds 
will be decided ihis week, 
ending an acrimonious battle 
between factions of trustees 
and the corporation. 

British Coal is off-loading 
Cl N Man. rhe company that 
looks after the two pension 
schemes for miners and sup¬ 
port staff. British Coal is 
believed to want the business 
to go to Friends Provident, 
thought to have bid twice as 
much for the right to manage 
the funds as Sal Oppenheim. 
the Gentian company that has 
emerged as the other contender. 

Japanese truce 

A 30-year feud was brought to 
an end after Daiei Inc. Japan's 
largest retail chain, said it 
would resume selling the prod¬ 
ucts of the electronics giant 
Matsushita Electric Industrial 
Co. Matsushita stopped ship¬ 
ments of rts products ro Daiei in 
October I9f>4. in retaliation for 
Daiei selling products at lower 
than suggested prices. 

New rules 

Proposals have been put for¬ 
ward to scrap the requirement 
for smaller companies to com¬ 
ply with the same financial re¬ 
porting standards as large 
companies. One single broad 
accounting standard would be 
created as the sole source of 
their accounting rules, accord¬ 
ing to a working part}’ chaired 
by Ken Wild, of Touche Ross. 

Kmart gloom 

Shares in Kmart Corp, the 
struggling American retailer, 
are expected to come under re¬ 
newed pressure in New York to¬ 
day antid growing investor 
concern about the company's 
long-term viability. 


By Sarah Cunningham 


International 
dimension 
added to AI M 

By Christine Buckley 


THE UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM 


RTZ is seeking clarification 
from the Australian Govern¬ 
ment of conditions imposed on 
the merger-with its 49-per- 
cent-owned Australian asso¬ 
ciate, CRA. The move was 
announced in October and 
will create the world’s largest 
mining group. 

Both RTZ and CRA will go 
ahead with extraordinary 
meetings in London and Mel¬ 
bourne on Wednesday at 
which shareholders will vote 
on the proposed merger of 
opera rions and management 

"The boards are currently 
considering the implications 
of the requirements and seek¬ 
ing clarification as soon as 
possible from the Australian 
Government." said RTZ. 

The deal is based on a dual 
listed-companies merger, 
which wifi create a single 
corporate entity with total 
assets of £9 billion and a 
combined market capital¬ 
isation of about £14 billion. 
Shareholders will retain their 
holdings in CRA and RTZ. but 




will vote together on major 
issues. 

JRalph Willis. Australia’s 
■Federal Treasurer, whose 
approval of the deal is re¬ 
quired, said last Thursday 
that he would give it only if 
CRA were allocated responsi¬ 
bility for the two companies’ 
Latin American assets, and if 
there were a provision for 
Australians to make up at 
least one-third of the dual 
listed companies' boards, 
which will be identical. 

Analysts put the problem 
down to Australian domestic 
political considerations and to 
sensitivity about a British 
company appearing to control 
a big Australian firm. 

The key Latin American 
asset is RTZ's 30 per cent 
share in the Escondida copper 
mine in Chile, which is major¬ 
ity-owned and managed by 
Australia's BHP. "It is extraor¬ 
dinary to suggest to RTZ that 
it cede control of this asset to 
CRA. which is a direct compet¬ 
itor of BHP,” an analyst said. 


TWO overseas companies 
have brought an international 
dimension to the Alternative 
Investment Market. 

Dmatek. an Israeli com¬ 
pany specialising in computer 
software applications, created 
strong buying interest on its 
debut. The shares improved 
lOp on their placing price of 
75p, which had capitalised the 
company at just over £14 
million. 

Its placing of 5.4 million 
shares was to raise cash to 
boost marketing activities and 
distribution as well as to 
provide funding for extra 
research. 

Also joining tlie AIM was 
Compagnie de Participations 
Financieres, a Luxembourg- 
based property and project 
development company with 
interests in northern Europe 
and eastern Germany. Deal¬ 
ing in CPF, which is worth 
about £12 million, was more 
subdued. 

David Abrahams, a dealer 
in AIM stocks with Winter- 


flood Securities, said that 
Electrophoretics. which 
specialises in BSE detection, 
was a lively stock. The 
company benefited from in¬ 
creased interest that was trig¬ 
gered by BSE health scares. 

Mr Abrahams said that 
there was good two-way trade 
in Electrophoretics against a 
fairly quiet week in the rest of 
the market ahead of 
Christmas. 

The companies joining trad¬ 
ing on the AIM rook the total 
to 116. which together have a 
market capitalisation of £2.22 
billion. 

Since the AIM started in 
June, the total raised by 
companies has reached £20.4 
million. 

Toad, a car-security spe¬ 
cialist that recently floated on 
the AIM, went back to the 
market last week with a fresh 
issue to raise £3.8 million. 

The company wanted the 
money to fund an acquisition 
of another group in the car- 
security business. 




Every year, in December, 
the University publishes its 
Annual Report. It allows us 
to examine the extent to 
which we have succeeded 
in achieving; our aim, to 
explain our policies and to 
demonstrate the lessons we 
have learnt from 
experience. 

It also provides an 
opportunity to examine the 
impact Nottingham has 
had nationally, 
internationally and, just 
around the corner, in our 
own local community. 


r 


NATIONALLY, 
research awards rose 


"V by a remarkable 22% 
"N- to a new high of £40 

million. Independent statistics 
showed Nottingham ro be the 
most sought-after UK university 
in terms of student applications 
- 17 - for each available place. In 
the teaching quality assessment 
exercise Nottingham returned 
one of the highest proportions 
of departments earning top 
grades. 


INTERNATIONALLY, 
| Nottingham made 

great progress towards 
"V bringing to fruition 
exciting development schemes 
in Thailand and Malaysia, in 
co-operation with home 
governments and the private 
sector. 

In the fields of research and 
teaching, in economic, social 
and cultural life, we believe our 
staff and students made great 
progress in 1994-95. 

If you would like to read about 
our activities in more detail, ask 
for a copy of the Annual Report. 
It is available from the Public 
Affairs and Information Office 
Telephone: 0115 951 5765 
Fax: 0115 951 5733 
Electronic mail: 

Sigtty. Johnson ^‘nottinghani .ac.uk 
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REGIONALLY, the 
| University’s impact 
is diverse; it injected 
"V some £200 million 
into the local economy in 
1994-95, is one of the largest 
employers in Nottingham, and 
the staff of its Medical Faculty 
provide much of the 
consultant medical care in 
the City. 

Its new £5 million Arts Centre 
attracted greatly increased 
audiences for visual aud 
performing arts and more 
than 12,000 people 
participated in its Adult 
Education courses. 
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W as Ebenezer Scrooge un¬ 
ethical in business or just 
personally stingy? For Bob 
Cratchit and Tiny Tim, this question 
was somewhat academic at Christ¬ 
mas time. But tiie seasonal enlight¬ 
enment visited an the Victorian 
financial services provider had more 
long-term effects. He resolved to do 
his bit for the community and to 
treat his employees, and even his 
customers, better in future. 

Charles Dickens laid down his 
pen at this point, so readers did not 
come to learn the earnings per share 
record of Scrooge & Mariey under 
tiiis benevolent new regime. Did the 
boss's new attitude pay off in 
customer loyalty and staff morale, 
as consultants in business ethics 
claim, or was the new sentimentalist 
rolled over in the marketby compet¬ 
itors who traded more ruthlessly, 
however they might ^spread the 
proceeds? 

These issues therefore continue to 
puzzle London intellectuals as they 
pick their way through blanketed 
rough sleepers on their way from 
erne seasonal champagne reception 
to another. At one extreme, there is 
still emotional prejudice against 
Adam Smith's hidden hand, the idea 
that pursuing individual self-inter¬ 
est can deliver the best economic 
results for everyone. This is evident 
in attitudes to privatised utilities — 
or even the National Lottery. Popu¬ 
lists often put the means before the 
results achieved. To some, it matters 
more how much BT is earning per 
minute than whether the phones 


Putting Ebenezer Scrooge 
back together again 


work and prices are falling. 
At the other extreme lies a simpler 
view of managers’ responsibilities. 
Derek Scott, finance director of 
Stagecoach Holdings, has bravely 
defended his own company in 
Finance & Ethics Quarterly . pub¬ 
lished by tiie Scottish Churches 
Industrial Mission. Responding to 
tiie Monopolies and Mergers Com¬ 
mission, which called Stagecoach 
trading practices “predatory, deplor¬ 
able and against the public interest”. 
Mr Scott argues: "The only rational 
objective for business is maximising 
long-term owner value, defined ex¬ 
clusively in financial terms." 

The MMCs damning words re¬ 
ferred to Stagecoach’s treatment of 
competitors, which aimed, as Adam 
Smith would have predicted, to 
achieve dominance in various bus 
markets. Mr Scott has a different 
concept of ethics, defining the com¬ 
pany's objectives as providing quali¬ 
ty services at affordable fares, plus 
“charitable giving, ethical advertis¬ 
ing, and opposition to bribery and 
corruption in dealings with govern¬ 
ments and other businesses". 

Aside from charitable giving, 
these are practices necessary for 
markets to work efficiently. But 




charitable works, much as they 
make sense to pragmatic managers, 
are not approved by purists. Mr 
Scrooge was owner and proprietor 
as well as boss. Is it ethical for 
managers to distribute sharehold¬ 
ers’ funds? Not according to Elaine 
Sternberg, an influential specialist 
whose theories — and their Ameri¬ 
can equivalents —• comfort many 
City folk. According to Dr Stern¬ 
berg: “However worthy the causes 
may be. when business managers 
fund them by taking shareholders’ 
funds their actions are more proper¬ 
ty condemned as theft than praised 
as social responsibility." 

Such rules make life much easier 


for managers. Like most of us, they 
want to measure their performance 
against simple goals, rather than 
grapple with complex notions of 
what they should be doing when 
they are quite busy enough trying to 
do iL But it is too simple. 

Ebeneaer Scrooge could not make 
such distinctions because he was, at 
least fictionally, a human being. If. 
in their working fives, people be¬ 
come merely economic agents, such 
as employees, managers or the fund 
managers who own the shares on 
behalf of other nameless people, 
there is an insoluble problem. How 
do you put these bits bade together 
to get the answers that will be ethical 
to human beings? Individuals can 
be charitable and help their neigh¬ 
bours. But neither consumers, nor 
individual private shareholders nor 
those who have pension rights are 
routinely in a p os i t i on to decide how 
financial service companies treat 
their clerks or how munificently 
British Gas treats top management, 
let alone what Shell does in the 
North Sea or Ogoniland. 

Enter the Government, the law 
and the fast-growing industry of 
business regulation. Yet that is not a 
satisfactory answer either. If busi¬ 


ness has no responsibility to safe¬ 
guard jobs, invest in expansion or 
pay wages people can decently lm? 
on. then government is guaranteed 
to be big. Those who say the only 
responsibility of business managers 
is to maximis e returns on invest¬ 
ment have a problem if voters do not 

like tiie results. 

Business ends up with perma¬ 
nently high taxes and ever more 
op pr essive regulation. That can 
become much more onerous and 
distort markets much more than 
obliging economic agents to act as 
rounded human beings- American 
theorists then argue that public 
choices, expressed through the bal¬ 
lot box. tend to be misguided and 
corrupt and should therefore be cut 

bade to the mi nimum. But you 

cannot have if both ways. 

Heiping business to deliver the 
right moral results would be easier 
if people agreed what those might 
be. or delegated such matters to 
spiritual leaders. But they do not. 
The messier option is for each of the 
economic agents to be subjected to 

competing pressures. That can be by 
institutional means: non-executive 
directors, two-tier boards or repre¬ 
sentative bodies. It can be attempted 
through market forces, such as 
ethical funds and the marketing of 
Body Shop or the Cooperative 
Bank. It can be the hunting ground 
of pressure groups, lobbying fond 
managers as weQ as companies. 

Running business will never be as 
simple as in academic theories, or in 
Victorian morality tales. 


Pictures 


With Great Pleasure. Radio4FM, 10.00am. . ■ 
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Sedlv Hkes on the feareome nuree in charge. Listening again to 
the BBC World Service’s production of Ken Resets stage yg^un of 


FedEx action proves organised labour in America has lost its way, says Ian Brodie 


Bad case of the Memphis blues 


Y ou could look on the 
troubles at Federal 
Express as rather like 
Santa having prob¬ 
lems with some of his reindeer 
until tiie rest of them, along 
with the elves, come to his 
rescue to make sure that all the 
presents arrive on time. It is 
almost a parable for the sorry 
state of the American trade 
union movement 
As the world’s largest over¬ 
night delivery service. Federal 
Express is gearing up for its 
biggest week of the year, 
despite an overtime ban by the 
pilots' union designed to dis¬ 
rupt the peak flow of more 
than three million packages a 
day before Christmas. 

After three weeks, the action 
has failed to hurt the company 
significantly. Fewer than half 
of the 3.000 pilots have joined 
the slowdown, while many 
others have volunteered to fly 
extra shifts on their days off 
and are now talking about 
forming an in-house union. 

The remaining 110,000 em¬ 
ployees of FedEx, the elves 
who load tiie packages and 
drive the vans, have loyally 
sided with Santa. He is Fred 
Smith who founded FedEx 22 
years ago in Memphis where, 
as a local hero, he ranks 
second only to Elvis Presley. A 
few days ago, several thou¬ 
sand FedEx workers held a 
rally in Memphis in support of 
the company, the biggest em¬ 
ployer in town, and to protest 
against the pilots trying to 


sabotage its operations. Once 
again a big American union, 
in this case the Air line Pilots 
Association (Alpa), has mis¬ 
read the signals and dug itself 
into a hole. The episode is yet 
another chapter in the decline 
of US organised labour, which 
has been steadily losing polit¬ 
ical clout and economic influ¬ 
ence since the 1970s. In their 
heyday, unions represented 
one in three American work¬ 
ers. Now their membership 
has dwindled to 11 per cent of 
the private workforce. 

Sympathy for unions has 
largely disappeared. Many 
Americans are frankly baffled 
by French polls showing that a 
majority of dozens feel soli¬ 
darity with the strikers. In the 
US. even the stigma of being a 
“scab” has eroded, as three 
current examples show. 

Two weeks ago, the United 
Auto Workers suffered the 
humiliation of calling off an 
18-month strike at the Cater¬ 
pillar factory in Pfeoria, Illi¬ 
nois. with none of their goals 
achieved. The only point 
proved was that Caterpillar 
could continue producing 100- 
toruie bulldozers using a med¬ 
ley of office workers, 
managers and replacements. 
A returning striker remarked 
bitterly: “I realised just how 
valuable I'm not" 

In Detroit once a union 
bastion, workers have beat on 
strike over wages and working 
conditions since mid-July at 
the city's two main newspa- 




$81^j to $76 3 In. Some addition¬ 
al costs have been incurred in 
emergency planning for pos¬ 
sible delays caused by AJpa. 
FedEx wifi lease seven Boeing 
727s with crews from other 
airlines, if needed. The com¬ 
pany has beefed up normal 
contingency procedures at its 
global control centre where 
routes for planes and trucks 
can be altered at short notice. 

Aircraft known as “hot 
spares" are held on standby at 
key points across the network 
in case of unforeseen hold-ups. 
The coincidental challenge of 
strike-bound airports in 
France was met by switching 
FedEx transatlantic flights to 
Stansted and trans-shipping 
cargo to the Continent by road 
and rail. 
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T he union battles 

against FedEx. 
Boeing, Caterpillar 
and the Detroit news¬ 
papers have all been affected 
by the employers’ abilities to 
continue operating. The lesson 
ought to be that negotiations 
are better than confrontation. 
Yet, that is not the message 
conveyed by the new president 
of the American Federation of 
Labour and Congress of In¬ 
dustrial Organisations (AFL- 
CIO), an umbrella group of 78 
unions that roughly corre¬ 
sponds to the TUC. 

In fact, John Sweeney is 
serious about adopting a more 
militant and aggressive 
stance. He says workers must 
be ready to engage in civil 
disobedience to command re¬ 
spect. To make the point his 
supporters blocked traffic on 
bridges into Washington. The 
tactic drew attention to his 
campaign to unionise janitors, 
fait it also left thousands of 
rush-hour commuters fuming. 

Mr Sweeney, 61. son of a 
cleaning woman and a bus 
driver, worked briefly as a lift 
operator before choosing a 
lifelong career as a union 
official. In trying to re-energise 
the AFL-CIO, where member¬ 
ship has shrunk to 13 million, 
he has suggested that “the 
entire country" should rise up 
in protest over lost jobs. He 
seems to be missing the point 
that if the jobs are there 
Americans will seize them, 
even if it means replacing 
someone on strike. 


A FedEx aircraft out of Memphis, unaffected by an overtime ban, lands in Hong Kong 



Dear Diary, 

Painted my front door block in 
honour of tbe Rolling Stones 
featured on VH4 at 6.00pm. 
Reminded me of the time 
I drove a car into a swimming 
pool, and chucked a teUy out 
of a hotel window, hod social 
intercourse with o million 
epoupies, drank a case of wild 
turkey and appeared an 
Jackcmory wearing a tu-tu. 

But nowadays I get much more 
fun out of life. 


pers. the Detroit News and 
Detroit Free Press. At first the 
papers printed a joint edition, 
but since September they have 
been publishing separately as 
usual, thanks to replacements 
and union defectors. When 
1300 strikers blockaded die 
printing plant to prevent lor¬ 
ries from leaving with news¬ 
papers. management sent in 
helicopters to pick up the 
bundles. 

Last Wednesday, a 69-day 
strike affecting 32300 workers 
at Boeing ended with the 
union having won extra job 
security, medical coverage and 
pay. Some three dozen new 
planes had been delayed by 
the strike but, more to the 
point Boeing did manage to 
continue production at a re¬ 
duced rate. Twenty-five air¬ 
craft were completed with the 
help of 4,000 strike-breakers 
plus 4,000 supervisors and 
non-union workers. Nor, in 
reaching a settlement did 
Boeing yield on plans to cut 
costs by a quarter within three 
years while increasing its use 
of outside sub-contractors. 

Several reasons can be ad¬ 
vanced for the fading power of 
American unions, not all of 


their own making. Corporate 
down-sizing, high-tech ad¬ 
vances, the global economy 
and a migration from Rust 
Belt to Sun Belt have all 
loosened old ties. 
s An ominous sign of union 
'weakness occurred in 1981 
when 13,000 striking air traffic 
controllers were sacked by 
Ronald Reagan, who refused 
to rehire them. Other unions 
failed to rally to their support 
and air traffic control was 
taken over by supervisors and 
the air force. 

S uch old-time labour 
bosses/as the late Jim¬ 
my Hpffa, who looted 
pension funds and 
concocted deals with the Mob. 
left the union movement with 
an ineradicable stain of 
dishonour. To this day, highly 
paid union leaders are fre¬ 
quently out of touch with 
members' needs. 

When not flying overtime. 
Captain Bill Finnegan, a 
FedEx pilot, has been parad¬ 
ing outside the airport in 
Anchorage. Alaska, with a 
sign over his shoulder de¬ 
nouncing Alpa. A former 
member, he accuses the union 


of trying to prepare for a fight 
against United, Delta and 
other large passenger airlines 
by first extracting a punitive 
settlement from FtedEx. Mark 
Fox, another FedEx captain, 
agrees. “The union has noth¬ 
ing to offer other than to divide 
the pilots," he said. “Their way 
of trying to gain support is 
through fear and dogma." 

AJpa officials, unwilling to 
debate the issue publicly, por¬ 
tray FbdEx as simply deter¬ 
mined to stop any unions 
gaining a foothold. With nego¬ 
tiations at an impasse, FedEx 
has allocated a 4 per cent pay 
increase for the pilots who 
were already averaging 
$128,000 with overtime. The 
company has also proposed a 
greatly enhanced pension plan 
but remains at odds with Alpa 
on key points, including 
productivity. 

Last Wednesday, FedEx an¬ 
nounced net income of almost 
$90 million for the quarter 
ending November 30, a 4 per 
cent increase over last year. 
Wall Street reacted with disap¬ 
pointment, not to Aipa*S an¬ 
tics, but to the soft growth in 
international air freight 
FedEx shares dipped from 


6 JXtam On Ate. Beethoven 
(Overture, The Ruins of 
Athens); Berlioz (Symphonie 
fantasttque); WilBarn Lewes 
(Fantasia-Suite No 3 in A 
minor); Kabalevsky (Four 
Prafudes): Haycii (Baryton 
Trio In D); &05 Carfesrni (l 
FBosofi); Bridge (An Irish 
Melody, Londonderry Air); 
&32 Mozart (Symphony No. 
34 in C) 

9X0 Morning Collection wfih 
Paul Gambacdnl. Mlhaud 
(Scararwuche); Berlioz 
(Royal Hunt and Storm; Tout 
n'est ctjb patx et charme; 
NuSs d'lvressti, The Trojans, 
Act 4); Beethoven (Cefio 
Sonata In F, Op 5 No 1) 

10-00 Musical Encounters. ToreM 
(Trumpet Concerto in D); 
10.08 a selection of carols; 
Szymanowski (Four Studies, 
Op 4); Haydn (Symphony No 
102 In B flat); 11.00 Amy 
Beach (Piano Quintet in F 
Sharp); Prokofiev (Cinderella, 
excerpts) 

12.00 Composer of the Week: 

Zefenka (Fanfare in C; Mass 
in D; Second Lamentation of 
Jeremiah for Holy Saturday; 
Velum tempium scissum est - 
Responsaria pro Hebdomads 
Sancta) 

1-OOpm BBC Lunchtime 

Concert live from St John's. 
Smith Square, London. Philip 
Fowke, piano, plays Pinto 
(Grand Sonata In C minor); 
Ireland (Piano Sonata); 

Rubbra (Eight Preludes) 

2JJ0 The BBC Orchestras. BBC 
SO under Libor Fesek. Novak 
(Eternal Longing); Szyman¬ 
owski (Vtofin Concerto No 1: 
Raphael Oteo): Strauss (Also 
sprach Zarafnustra) 


3.40 Fairest Me: An Outside -. ■; 

Wow. Bernard Haitink 
considers British muse 
3.45 Fairest Us Oxbridge , 
Organs. John Scott plays the 
new organ at St John's 
College, Cambridge, butt by 
the tern of N.P. Minder . 

430 You Taka Some Skins.. . (r) 
5.00 The Musk: Machine. David r 
MeUor, Nicola Lefanu and' '• 
Cormac Rigby are among the 
guests who are invited to 
select their favourite and least. 

. favourite music ' - 

5.151/1 Tune, with Andrew Green. 
Wolf (Italian Serenade); 6.03 
Franz Sttauss (Nocfumo for 
ham and piano, Op 7); Bach 
(Orchestra) Suite No 4 In Q) * 
7.30 Amsterdam Mahler 

Festival Humphrey Bistort .. 
presents a series of 15 : 
concerts from foe 
Concertgabouw in 
Amsterdam, in the first, the '. 
Royal Concertgebouw . 
Orchestra under Rlccardo 
Chailly performs Mahler 
(Seven song3 from "Des 
Knaben Wunderhom"; Das 
ktagende Lied) 

9-05 Cinema 100: The Dream 
Project The director Michael 
Radford talks about his- 
uttimate fantasy film (1/4) 

9-25 Ravel and Messiaen. 

London Chamber Ensemble. 
Ravel (Piano Trio in A minor)-, 
Messiaen (Quatuor pour la fin 
du temps) (r) 

10-45 Mixing tt. Listeners' favourite . 
tracks 

f1-30-1Z30am Ensemble. Angela 
Brownridge, piano, plays 
Beethoven (Piano Sonata in F 
minor. Appassfonaia); Liszt 
(Consolatxjn in D fiat; Three 
Concert Studies) 
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some t hing. 


Bill pays bill 
pending Bill 

ONLY personal intervention 
by President Clinton prevent¬ 
ed the US Budget impasse, 
which had been expected to be 
sorted out in early November, 
from striking at die very heart 
of seasonal festivities, the 
national Christmas tree in 
Washington. The White 
House and the Republican- 
led Congress were still dead¬ 
locked at midnight on Friday 
in their efforts to reach agree¬ 
ment on an emergency spend¬ 
ing Bill. The resulting 
Government shutdown would 
have meant that the lights on 
the national Christmas tree, 
on federal park land in Wash¬ 
ington. would have had to be 
pul ouL But Michael 
McCurry, a White House 
spokesman, said that Mr 
Clinton had ordered the tree 
be kept glittering and the bill 


sent to him personally. The 
official White House line 
"We hope it won’t cost too 
much." 

Bleak picture 

AMONG the latest batch of 
Christmas cards to tumble on 
to the desk is an item featur¬ 
ing a painting or a snowy 
wasteland, with bare trees 
and bleak stone wail. The 
sender? Binder Hamlyn, cur¬ 
rently facing a £105 million 
damages claim. The artist? 
Claude MoneL 

Princely purchase 

PRINCE al-Waleed bin TalaL 
the 38-yearold billionaire 
nephew of Saudi Arabia’s 
King Fahd, has strode again. 
The prince, who sprang to 
prominence by taking a sup- 
portive stake in Euro Disney 
and joining the consortium 
that is buying Canary Wharf. 


popped up over the weekend 
as the buyer of a 50 per cent 
stake in the property that 
houses the Four Seasons ho¬ 
tel inn on the Park, in 
London for $50 million. The 
prince’s hotel interests pale 
into insignificance next to his 
other adventures, but he did 
buy SO per cent of Fairmont 
Hotels in San Francisco in 
July 1994, 

Top of the shelf 

ALLAN LEIGHTON, deputy 
chief executive at Asda. has 
just spent 12 weeks on an 
intensive senior management 
course In America. Lesser mor¬ 
tals were also rewarded, but 
the seat of learning for many 
of the food retailer's senior 
managers was a newly opened 
store, checking out the group’s 
latest innovations. As Mr 
Leighton said: "Others got to 
go to Hartlepool to be devel¬ 
oped. i got to go to Harvard." 


The reel thing 

SEEN toe film — now enjoy 
the experience. In Scotland, 
where they know a thing or 
two about Hogmanay, the 
Gleneagles hotel is hosting a 
Rob Roy New Year's Eve 
party. Hie staff will be wear¬ 
ing costumes from die film 
and the hotel will have a Rob 
Roy suite with Jacobean fur¬ 
niture. and a Rob Roy adven¬ 
ture package. 

Guiding hand 

THOUGHT for today, from 
the editorial comment of Fi¬ 
nance 8 Ethics Quarterly. "In 
a new book on business 
ethics, it is said that neither 
God nor Kant has had to run 
a modern business. While this 
may be true of Kant, there are 
theological grounds for sug¬ 
gesting rhat God. in us. is 
actually running thousands of 
businesses on a daily basis". 


0.03 weamer b.io f-armtng 
Today Prayer for the Day 
&30 Today, ina &30, 7.00, 

7JO, too, 8J0 News &55, 
7.55 Weather 7.25, &25 
Sports News 7.45 Thought for 
the Day fL40 The Doomsday 
Letters, with Sir Crispin TickeU 
(1/3) (L58 Weather 

aOO-IO.OO, 10-30-4.00 Tttrt 
Match Special (LW only). 

South Africa v England 

9.00 News (FM only) 9.05 Start 
tin Week (FM only), with 
MeNyn Bragg and Rosie 
Boycott WHh Harold Pinter, 
Fiona Shaw. Patrick Wall and 
Annette KarmDoH-Smilh 
10.00-1030 News; With Great 
Pleasure (FM only). See 
Choice 

10.00 Dally Service (LW only), 
trom the Chapel of 
Bishoptharpe Palace 
10.15 Those Glorious Songs of 
Old (LW only). Andrw 
Parrott presorts foe first of 
five programmes this week on 


eorigrtsof i_ 

NB: The fbllowfng are on FM only 

until 4pm. 

10.30 Woman's Hour 

11-30 Money Box Uv* 0171-580 

1JL0Q New s ; You and Yours 
12£5pm Who Goee There? 

Chairman Martei Young, Fred 
Housego. Gfflkan Reynolds 
and Roy Hattarsley explore 
the lives of the rich and 
famous 12J55 Weather 
1 AO The World atOne (FM. LW) 
1.40 The Archers (r) 1.55 
Sipping Forecast 
2JM News; For a Son. Carey 
Harnson's comedy is set in 
12ttvcer*uiy Spain, where the 


3.00 The Afternoon Shift 
4.00 NaWB 4JJ5 Kaleidoscope 

reviews the National Theatre's 
revival of Tom Stoppard's 
Rosenaantz and Gu&fensfem 
Are Dead and launches a 
week-long poll to discover 

listeners' favourite poem by a 
fivtngjxwt 

445 The Story of Doctor 
DoOtlle. by Hugh Lofting. 

_Read by Alan Bennett (1/5) 

5-00 &50 Shipping Forecast 

5.55 Weather 

6.00 News 630 I’m Sony I 
Haven't a Clue (r) 

7.00 item 7.05 The Archers 

Raw Over the, Cuckoo's 
Neet (r). See Choice 
9.15 Whose Freedom ls .lt 

Anyway? Poland's mewe to a 
-market economy after 1889 
enabled Nina Kowalewska to 
become her own boss 
&30 Kaleidoscope (ri gjsg 
Weather 

1000 The World Tonight with 
Owen Bermatt Jones 
1QA5 Book at Bedtime: The Go- 
Between, by L.P. Hartley. 

Read by John Rowe (end) 

11.00 Echoes Last in the aeries m 
11.30-1240 Great Escapes (FM 
only) (r) 

11-30 Today In Parfiam e n t (LW 
only) 

1200 News, ind 1227am Weather 
12^0 The Late Boole Miss 

SmOta’s FeeQng for Snow. 


I Slipping Forecast 1. 

World Service 


FREQUENCY GUIDE. RADIO 1. FM 97.6-99.8. RADIO 2, FM 88.0- 
902. RADIO 3. FM 90.2-32.4. RADIO A. FM 82.A-94.Br LW 198; MW 
720. RADIO 5 LIVE. MW 683, 909. WORLD SERVICE. MW 648: LW 
CLASSlC P* 1 - ™ 100-102. VIRGIN RADIO. FM 
105.8; MW 1197, 1215. TALK RADIO UK. MW 1063, 1089.Televtsion 
and radio listings complied fay Peter Dear, GBUan Hmy, 
Rosemary Smith and Susan Thomson 














































































































-•Vlgp, 


THE TIMES MONDAY DECEMBER 18 1995 


TELEVISION 39 


;,: v rw£.:< 

S"v^ 

, . • j^ri. , jfc 
1 ht • '- "rft 

u if:.Ji ril , -t 

tar get 

r -r| Rl 

* 

i. • 


Predators on the young and innocent 


T here is a Maupassant story 
about a wet-nurse on a train 
to Marseilles on a swelter¬ 
ing day. The wet-nurse suffers 
because she has not given milk, a 
man sitting opposite, mentally 
lieking his bps. watches her loosen 
her clothes. "May I help you?" he 
asks at last, trying to make this 
selfless offer sound nonchalant. 
She looks ai him, and thinks about 
iL ‘AJJ right then."shesays. If the 
story sounds familiar, writer Guy 
Hibbert used it at the outset of his 
brilliant three-part drama /vice 
Town a couple of years ago. Paul 
McGann read aloud the Maupas¬ 
sant story, and pronounced it 
lovely. The woman needed to 
empty: the man needed to fifl 
“Isn’t that beautiful?" he asked his 
wife, dreamily. She pursed her 
lips, "irs certainly convenient." she 
said. He rested the book on his 
chest and smiled in a faraway 
fashion. "I think it’s beautiful.” 
Nice Town was about the perils 


of puuing this beautiful principle 
into practice. McCann’s sister-in- 
law had a need for sperm: and 
conveniently. McCann had the 
need to give her some. Saturdav 
night’s Saigon Baby (BBC2) was 
Guy Hibbcrl's latest excursion into 
such stark and dangerous human 
fiscal arrangements, and turned 
out tp be one of the best, most 
intelligent dramas on that well- 
worn subject, babies for money. 
Kerry Fox and Douglas Hodge 
were the Western white couple 
sweatily pressing thin currency 
into the hands of corrupt, blank¬ 
faced officials in Bangkok — a not- 
so-nice town where flesh is cheap, 
except when you want to buy it 
outright and take it home. So 
steeped were they in their agony of 
need that the simplicity of their 
proposed bargain was driving 
them mad. Ail these spare unwant¬ 
ed children: why was it wrong to 
take one and love it? 

Saigon Baby was billed as a 


thriller, but it was an emotional 
journey, largely carried by a 
terrific performance From Kerry 
Fox. who had evidently been 
shadowing Mia Farrtw and the 
Princess of Wales for rips on 
maternal fierceness, menial insta¬ 
bility and thinly veiled despair. 
The blare and lush colours of the 
Far East were alienating, but not 
terrifying; the temperature was 
that of blood. John Hurl as the 
spiwy. pony-tailed baby-broker 
floated comfortably on the dense- 
human tide, smiling with his arms 
outstretched. He was not an evil 
man. just a wickedly pragmatic 
one. Asian habes of all sizes were a 
rich commodity. You just picked 
out the one rhat suited you best, it 
was as simple as tickling fish. 

B ut choice turned out to be 
the problem. When Fox was 
finally let loose in a white 
dormitory of wailing babies in 
Saigon, she broke down brilliant- 
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fy. in a way to break your heart. “I 
can’t do this. 1 cant even look at 
them." Without any prompting 
from the director David Aitwood, 
it was perfectly dear what the 
wretched Fox was thinking: this is 
just as bad as ihe Western men 
selecting women in a massage 
parlour fl’JJ have Number 51"). 
"You crossed the line." explained 
Hun at the end. “You’re in the 
. business of child-trafficking." But 


this explanation was superfluous, 
and had perhaps been tacked on 
for the convenience of the congeni¬ 
tally dim. 

Saigon Baby was such a suc¬ 
cessful piece of drama that it 
affected how. one saw other things. 
For example, in the last of the 
repeated Trials of Life last night 
(BBC2). David Attenborough 
introduced us to a male red 
butterfly which hangs around 
female pupae, waiting for the 
adults to emerge. Thus, before the 
virgin female has had a chance to 
unfurl her wings, breathe some 
fresh air and think “Great! What 
happens now? Mm. toast would be 
nicer, the predatory male has 
come up behind. Same fate as 
those pubescent Asian babes, you 
sec. 

This last programme in 
Attenborough's monumental se¬ 
ries concerned the variety of sexual 
acts in the natural world, and was 
not to be watched with the heatine 


up too hieh. Even the coy Royal 
Mail analogies — “At this point, 
the male tarantula delivers its 
packer — could not disguise what 
was going on. Attenborough en¬ 
joys the drama but pretends that 
we are watching these animal 
couplings for information. Regard 
the female chinchilla with its 
quaint way of saying no thanks. “A 
quick squirt of urine in the face 
makes her feelings clear." explains 

Attenborough, maner-of-factly. 

R ecently, a very stupid 
JAccuse programme on 
Channel 4is Wirfiour Walls 
banged on about the unacceptable 
sex'violence and sheer eventful¬ 
ness in nature programmes. I 
found myself hoping last night 
that the perpetrators of this silly 
argument had tuned in by mistake 
to this last repeat of The Trials of 
Life and were hugging their ears: 
but I have to admit I also winced 
every rime Attenborough descri¬ 


bed a male’s sexual acquaintance 
as his "harem". 

Perhaps Saigon Baby was still 
working on my imagination, but 
it’s unarguably mie that such 
terminology is inappropriate, es¬ 
pecially when applied, say. to a 
slug. Setting aside all the sexist 
connotations, it simply raises such 
difficult menial images of female 
slugs in jewelled hipster pants, 
gyrating with veils, and then 
fAiiee!"] dissolving on contact 
with salt. The Greater Spear- 
Nosed Bat also has a harem, but 
you can forget the marble floors 
and sherbet in golden chalices. The 
socalted harem of the sea lion of 
Patagonia is likewise a laughable 
affair involving no dancing, since 
the sea lion is so fat it has never 
seen its feet. 

No. the harem is not the right 
way to describe these arrange¬ 
ments. And besides, in all these 
species the females’ proficiency in 
seductive eye-painting is rubbish. 
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6 . 00 am Business Breakfast 198760) 

7.00 BBC Breakfast News (47736079) 

9.10 Kltroy (s) (3041019) 

10.00 News (Ceefax) and weather (616605?) 

10.05 Cant Cook, Wont Cook (s| (3684166) 

1030 Good Morning with Anne and Nick (s) (63760) 
12.00 News (Ceefax) regional news and weather 
(8456857) 12.05pm Pebble Mil] (&l (5602789) 
12.50 Regional News ana weather (64541234) 
1.00 One CCtock News (Ceefaxi and weather (93166) 

1.30 Neighbours (Ceefax) (s) (36144741) 

1.55 Knots Landing (s) (4367960) 2.40 The Clothes 
Sfiow(r) (Ceefax) fs) (2181505j 3.05 Timekeepers 
(S) (6671012) 

3.30 Postman Pat (r) (3643760) 3.45 Dear Mr Barker 
(s) (3648215) 4.00 Alvin and the Chipmunks (r) 
(8785215) 4.15 Phantom 2040 (Ceefax; (s) 
(1727437) 4J35 Grange HUI (r) (Ceefax) (S) 
(1080147) 5.00 Newsround (Ceefax) (3414854) 

5.10 Blue Peter (Ceefax) (s) (8872383) 

5^5 Neighbours (r) (Ceefax) (s) (737296) 

6.00 Six O’clock News with Martyn Lewis and Moira 
Stuart. (Ceefax) Weather (505) 

6JJG Regional News magazines (857) WALES: 6.55 
Parly Political Broadcast by Pfard Cymru (714708) 
7.00 TeRy Addicts Noel Edmonds hosts a celebrity 
edition of the tnvia quiz. Diane-Louise Jordan, from 
Blue Peter, the impressionist George Marshall and 
Bob Miles, host of Win or Lose, challenge the 1995 
Telly Addicts champions (Ceefax) (s) (1692) 

7.30 Watchdog. Anne Robinson presents the 
consumers' magazine with Alice Beer and reporters 
Chris Choi and Jonathan Maitland (Ceefax) (s) (741) 

8.00 EastEnders. Gita finds out Sanjay won't be around 
at Christmas, Pat relents and lets Kathy make a call; 
Pauline goes to court confident that Arthur will be 
home in time for Christmas (Ceefax) (s) (701 2 ) 
jJ&-30 The Thin Blue Line. Kids Today. Comedy, 
r starring Rowan Atkinson, about life in a police 
station. Fowler plans a camping trip for young 
offenders: Dl Grim favours giving them a short, 
sharp shock. (Ceefax) (s) (6147) 

9.00 Nine O’clock News (Ceefax) regional news and 
weather (7857) 


7.00am Breakfast News (Ceefax; (99606921 

7.15 Lassie (rj (9956499) 7.35 Albert the 5th 
Musketeer (Ceefat) (t> (7594437) 

8.00 Blue Peter (rj iCeelax) (s) (29727801 8.25 Songs 
of Praise (0 (Ceefax) (s) < 9666857) 

9.00 China: The Silent Minority (V?) (31620)2) 950 A 
Week to Remember (b/w) (3943944) 10.00 
Raydays Is) 14034627) 

10- 25 FILM: Lady for a Day (1933, b/wj Warren William 

and Mary Robson m a Damon Runyon fable, 
directed by Frank Capra (1001031) 

11- 55 Holiday Outings Costa Blanca (6620234) 

12.00 PGH — a Modem Odyssey A profile of the 

composer Peggy Glanvitle-Hicks (31789) 

1.00pm William’s Wish Wellingtons (26998499) 1.05 
Fireman San (48725437) 

1.15 International Showjumping (s) (167437/ 

2.15 FILM: Yes Virginia, There is a Santa Claus 
(1991). Sentimental drama starring Charles 
Bronson and Katharine Isobel. (Ceefax) (s) (772128) 

3JS5 News (Ceefax) and weather (9451215) 

4JX) Today’s the Day (r) (470) 4.30 Ready, Steady, 
Cook (s) (654) 5J)0 Esther. Workaholics (s) (9470) 
5.30 Going Going Gone (r) (s) (234) 

6.00 Space Precinct The Witness. Futuristic police 
drama series (Ceefax) (s) (657418) 

6.45 IfioriKk:] No Sleep till Sheffield — Pulp Go 
Public (s) (165944) 

7.15 The O-Zone (s) (241437) 

7.30 The Wilderness Yeats: The Pursuit of Power 
The last in the series of programmes charting the 
history of the Labour Party since 1979 (Ceefax) (s) 
(33050) 


CHOICE 


The Page Three Story 

BBC2.9.45pm 

Twenty-five years after 77ie Sun invented the Page 
Three girl, the women who took their tops off share 
their concerns. "1 now feel what we aid was the 
beginning of the downward spiral that means sex is 
used to sell everything" says Nina Carter, an early- 
mode!. Others admit they were too young to handle the 
publicity and say their careers and love lives have 
suffered since. The programme also considers how 
Page Three has changed . from catwalk model to busty 
glamour girl. In the l l WOs. regulars such as Samantha 
Fox became famous, but in the IPPOs the pool of girls is 
enormous. But some of them are wondering whether 
the concept has had its day. "Mavbe we could wear 
clothes now and again", says one heretically. 





Beatie Edney, Christopher Lambert (9-30pm) 

9.30 FILM: Highlander (f986) with Sean Connery. 
Christopher Lambert. Bealie Edney Fantasy 
adventure about time'travelling warriors culminating 
in a special effects extravaganza. Directed by 
Russell Mulcahy (Ceefax) (s) (403302) 

1155 FILM: Cany On at Your Convenience (1971) with 
Sid James, Kenneth Williams, Charles Hawtrey. 
Joan Sims, Hatoe Jacques . Bernard Bresslaw and 
Kenneth Cope. Trouble is brewing at a lavatory 
factory as shop steward Vic Spanner finds fwnseff at 
loggerheads with the management. First of a BBC1 
Carry On Christmas season. Directed by Gerald 
Thomas (Ceefax) (100692) 

1230am This Is Michael Bottom The chart-topping 
singer, recorded five In concert (r) (s) (7254074) 
1.40 Weather (2933513) 


VARIATIONS 


Ruth Mott concocts seasonal recipes (&30pm) 

8-30 SSrtSS Ruth Mott’s Country Christmas 

(Ceefax) (s) (4789) 

9.00 The X Hies: End Game. Science-fiction drama 
series starring David Duchovny and Gillian 
Anderson as FBI agents investigating cases of the 
paranormal (Ceefax) (s) (216334) 

9L45^^^g The Page Three Story. (Ceefax) 

1030 Newsntght (Ceefax) (839708) 

11.15 Weather (531944). WALES: 11.15 A Party Political 
Broadcast by the Plaid Cymru 
11.20 FILM: Goin’ South (1978) starring Jack Nicholson. 
Mary Steenbmgen. John Belushi and Christopher 
Lloyd As horse thief Henry Moon awaits his late on 
the scaffold, he suddenly discovers he can escape 
the drop if he marries a local woman Directed by 
Jack Nicholson. (Ceefax) (918925). Ends at 1.1 Oam 
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Pulp’s lead singer Jarvis Cocker (BBC2, 6.45pm) 

No Sleep tin Sheffield — Pulp Go Public 

BBC2. 6.45pm 

This has been an amazing year for the indie band 
Pulp. Having been around since the early 1980s. the 
group suddenly hit the big time, headlining at 
Glastonbury arid producing a bestselling album and 
two excellent number one singles. This backstage film 
concentrates on Pulp's recent British tour and the 
musings of the articulate lead singer Jarvis Cocker. 
Not an obvious hunk, he is surprised to have become 
an idol “I wasn’t bom attractive so 1 consider myself 
something .of a self-made man in that respect" His 
teenage fans insist he sings about them, but Coicker.-in 
his early thirties, says he does not really know what 
they are up to. 

Ruth Mott’s Country Christmas 
BBC2.830pm 

The gardener became a celebrity so why not the cook? 
Ruih Mott star of The Viaonan Kitchen, takes us 
through her Christmas recipes in this cosy' 
programme filmed in the Berkshire village of 
Yattendon where she lives. Remarks such as “I usually 
Stan mince pies in November” are guaranteed to 
depress, ana the spiced beef recipe, involving 
marinating a joint over eight days, sounds more 
trouble than it is worth. But while some of her 
concoctions are for drooling over rather than making, 
others are delightfully easy such as the chocolate and 
chesmur pudding, surprisingly made with tinned 
chestnuts. We also see Mon as an exemplary villager. 
Despite the demands of the teef. she finds time to 
decorate the church and visit the nativity play. 

Beasdy Christmas: The Turkey Business 
Channel 4.9XXJpm 

A turkey used to be an expensive treat. Now it is 
available suspiciously cheaply. This grim special 
investigates the intensive rearing methods that lie 
behinothe low prices, along the way investigating “Mr 
Bootiful" himself, Bernard Matthews. Some 35 million 
turkeys are reared in Britain each year with 65 per cent 
consumed over the Christmas season. Not only are the 
birds apparently crammed into dim/y-iit barns where 
they can die of disease, starvation and suffocation, but 
genetic engineering has meant that turkeys have been 
turned into creatures so heavy they can hardly stand. 
With slaughtering techniques also criticised, we are 
left with the feeling that turkey could become as 
controversial as veal. Stephanie BEllen 
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6-OOam GMTV (19741) 9.25 The New Adventures of 
He-Man (r) (8501876) 950 Batman — The 
Animated Series is) (1162654} 10.20 ITN News 
headlines (Teletext) (1770449) 

1050 F1LM:A Hobo’s Christmas (1987) v.ch Bama'd 
Hughes and Gerald McRaney With Christmas only 
a week away, a vagram decides 10 -visit ms only son. 
Charlie, whom he has not seen for 20 years. 
Directed by Will Mackenzie (96075;25 j 
12 -20pm London Today delete*!j 184457411 
12.30 ITN Lunchtime News deleted) and weather 
(2210079) 1255 Home and Away (Telete/.li 
(2263470) 1.25 Coronation Street (ri delete*) 
144384505) 155 Shortiand Street ,96012166) 
2-20 Blue Heelers (4342333) 320 ITN News 
headlines (8926769) 3.25 London Today (Teletext) 
(8918760) 

350 FILM: A Message from Holly (1992) with Lindsay 
Wagner and Shelley Long When a sculptor with a 
young daughter discovers she has only su months 
to live she asks her workaholic friend to raise the 
child. Directed by Rod Holcomb (366741) 

5.10 After 5 with Mary Nightingale de/efexh (2390760) 
5 AO ITN Early Evening News (Teletext) (934578) 

555 Your Shout Viewers' opinions (571760) 

650pm Home and Away (r) (Teletext) (673) 

650 London Tonight (Teletext) (925) 

7.00 Wish You Were Here.. ? Judith Chalmers takes a 
motonng break in Kent: John Carter visits the 
outback in Queensland. Australia: Martin Roberts 
goes white water-rafting on (he Coruh River in 
Turkey (Teletext) (6760) 

750 Coronation Street The secret is out and the 
gossips have a field day as two residents return 
from MldayfTeletext) (437) 


CHANNEL 4 


655am Ulysses 31 (ri (1921925) 

750 The Big Breakfast (83789) 

9.00 Saved by the Belt The New Class (r) deletext) 
(8580383) 955 Pugwall (Teletext) (r) (B5B3470) 
955 King Arthur and the Knights of Justice (r) 
14238536) 1050 KeDy (r) (2139091) 

1050 Ramona (r) (5941760) 1150 The Pink 
Panther (n (s) (9424875) 11.45 Dennis (4573302) 
12,00 Crawshaw’s Sketching and Drawing Course, 
deleter > (si (98586) 

1250pm Sesame Street with Robin Williams (1402418) 
155 Gumdrop (89255499) 

1.50 FILM: Sammy Goes South (1963> With Edward G. 
Robinson. Fergus McClelland as a ten-year-old who 
travels from Egypt to South Africa after his parents 
are tolled during the Suez crisis Directed by 
Alexander Mackendrick (24852963) 

4.00 Think Tank. Team quiz with Mickey Hutton 
(Tetetext) (s) (166) 

450 Fifteen to One (Teletext) (s) (550) 

5.00 Love in the Afternoon. Romantic magazine with 
Antoine de Caunes. Carolyn Marshall and Maria 
McErlane (Teletext) (s) (3673) 

650 The Cosby Show: Mrs Westlake. American 
' comedy. Theo's maths teacher has Just set the most 
difficult test ever, so Orff invites her to dinner (rj 
(Teletext) (s) (215) 

650 Hollyoaks (Teletext) (s) (895) 

750 Channel 4 News including headlines and weather 
at 750 (Teletext) (587505) 

755 Beastly Christmas: The X Mas Files A forensic 
scientist examines Robert Rauschenberg's goat 
sculpture Monogram (Teletext) (650321) 



Linda Kozlowski and Paul Kogan (850pm) 

8.00 FILM: Crocodile Dundee II (1988. PG) with Paul 
Hogan and Linda Kozlowski. Mick "Crocodile" 
Dundee wages war against a drugs runner m New 
York whan his reporter girlfriend is kidnapped 
because she has incriminating film of a dnigs- 
related murder. Directed by John Cornell (Teletext) 
(s) (5383) 

10.00 News at Ten (Teletext) and weather (91673) 

1050 London Tonight (Teletext) (587963) 
lOAOTha Good Sex Guide Abroad (Teletext) (s) 
(370654) 

11.10 Hunter. Requiem for Sgt McCall (174418) 
12.10am Short Story Cinema A lady of leisure’s 
attachment lo her Mend's children becomes an 
obsession (3834987) 

12A0 EndsJeigh League Extra (7745890) 

150 Sport AM (34971) 

250 FILM: Sayonara (1957) with Marlon Brando. A love 
story sef on an American air base in the Far East 
during the Korean War Major Lloyd Gruver is driven 
to desert in order to pursue a beautiful dancer. 
Directed by Joshua Logan (41406074) 

455 On the Live Stda (r) (s) £6147180) 

550 The Chrystaf Rose Show (r) (s) (45703) 

550 fTN Morning News (53567) Ends at 6.00 


Barbara LJsIcfcj finds humour In JJfe (8.00pm) 


850 Inside Out Laugh? I Could’ve Cried. Disabled 
comedians Barbara Lisickl, Mandy Colleran, Mandy 
Red vers Higgins. Aft Briggs and Jag Pfah explore 
the prejudices surrounding disability (Teletext) 
(3050) 

850 Porkpie: The Lovely Legs Escort Agency Ram 

John Holder as a once-impoverished pensioner 
who wins the Nabanai Lottery (Teletext) (si (9857) 

950 gjufjjgp] Beastly Christmas: The Turkey 
Business (Teletext) (3895) 

9.30 Beastly Christmas: 289 Dalmatians (Teletext) (s) 
(27586) 

10.00 The Secret Policeman’s Biggest Ball. Peter Cook 
and Dudley Moore teamed up for their first stage 
performance in 16 years in this vintage comedy 
(Tetetext) (2460673) 

11.05 Glam-O-Rama. Jack Dee turns game show host In 
the ultimate 1970s trivia quiz. With special guest Jo 
Brand trj (s) (799876) 

1150 The American Football Big Match (533988) 

1255am Trans World Sport (r) (3044700) 

155 FILM: Go into Your Dance (1935. b/w). Backstage 
musical with A) Jolson and Ruby Keeler. Directed by 
Archie Mayo (113884) 

350 Rawhide (b/w) (9545600) 455 Let The Blood Run 
Free (s) (90219345) Ends at 450 


SATELLITE 


ANGLIA 

As London aoKOffc l<L30am-12£0 Bm. 
Dragongtaysr (96075128) 1155 CoronaKn 
are**! (Z2B8470) 1.26 Hone and Away 
(44384505) 1-SSJL20 A Country Practice 
(96012166) 5.104L40 awitand Srreei 
(3390760) 6-30-7.00 Angie Nft«S P2S) 
1040 Covet Sidy (370654) 11.10*11^40 
The Good Sex Guide Attoad ( 9*04 18) 
1.25am Pam Season at Pass on (883971) 


Mrtotsport (13109) 450 (TV Sport Classics 
(94513) 5.00 Dead Men's Tales (45703) 

CENTRAL 

As London ucopt 1.56-2.20 A Country 
Practice (96012106) 5-1 Ml« Start land 
SUM (2200760) 625-7.00 Cartfra) Ne*S 
and Weather (909654) 11.10 Cnme SKiry 
(17*ii0) 12.10am Sledge Hammer 
[3834987) 4 JSS JoMnder (547B5890) SOO 
Arsan Eya (T749066) 

GRANADA 

As London oxc a rt: 125S-1.2S Shortiand 


The P# (204120) 1155 The Lfflngs 
1131128) 11^0 TTw Good Sen Guxfc Ab roa d 
(548234) 12.10am Good Adwce (383490?) 
1JS FKm; Season erfftwstort (BB397\) 10S 
Sport AM (7443345) 400 Best o* Brtlsh 
Motosport (13109) 4J0 (TV Sport Classics 
(94513) SOD Ffeescrwn (45703) 

WESTCOUNTRY 
As London oxoapt 1000-1200 FKm. 
Oecoraawi Ooy (9W75128) 12JS5 Corona- 
bon SUM (2288470) 1.26 Home and Away 
(44384505) 1-55 H01 Fk»d (36154128) 
Z2S Gardeners' Chary (16978166) 23041.20 
A Country FVacwe (5431302) S.IO'SAO 
Home and Aawy (2390780) «no-7Jlo 
Weslctxnrrv Live (24499) 11.10 F*n Frarv 
kanSBui Unbound 1123234) 

YORKSHIRE 

Aa London except: 1030-12^0 Film 
Oraoonsiayer (96075128) 1ZSS Coronaton 
Street (2288470) 1-25 Home and Away 
(44384505) 155 A Country PrecKe 
(96012166) 2^0 An (nvB3D0n TO Hemarrito 
118960147) 230 Hdp Yoursef (3716708) 


Basil 




Evidence (414673) 12 . 1 Sam -1 i40 Coach 
(6829426) 

HTV WEST 

As London axcept 12JS5-128 Shortiand 
Street ( 5512741 ) 1.20 Coronetoi Sired 
(44385234) 22 D-& 2 D Mun», She Wrote 
(4342383) 5.10^40 21 Yfiflre ot Partridge 
Fftrs (239078Q) S30-7JX WHaK&S) 
10.40 the West Story (572876) 

Cawas 1548234 ) 12 . 10 am Spottflht 
(3834967) 

HTV WALES 

As HTV .WEST except 10J0.12.15pm 
film: A Wbos Ctwamas (Zt&am MO- 
540 The Electric Chair (2390760) MO 
Wales Tonlch! ( 7 ^ 857 )-BJS-7 JO P arty 

RctecalBaadcast by PSaxJ Cymru praBTB) 

10.45 Magnwn - The Mrwe (83351586) 

MERIDIAN 

As London except KUO-1^20 Flm 


Side (90218616) 4w20 JcWatter f5697068) 

S4C 

Starts: 7.00 The Big Sreskiasl (8378919.00 
Sa«d By The Bal (8580383) ft2S Pugiwfl 
(8583470) 86S Wng Arthu - Arid The KngHs 
Of Justice (4238586) 1020 KeJy (2139081) 
10 l 50 Ramona (9809844) 11.10 The Phk 
Parther (2333605) 11-« ftgh To Reply 
(9392383) 1220pm Kate AndOrtss 
(5247944) 12J0 SW Matiwi (226774)} 
1.20 Crewshaw s Skacrimg And Drawnfl 
QxBse (4438387Q1 -50 Film. Sammy Going 
Scut) (24B52963) 4J» Ihric Tank (166) 
4J0 Srfrrrfy Tin Best. Game In Sax land 
( 550 ) 5JM 3 Pump- Ronnd A Rwmo 1 
I343O502) SLID 5 Pump: Ftai (3436876) 
&20 5 Pump- TpcriabanJ (8521079) &30 
Fifteen To Ore (3tE) 6J» Newyddxxi 
(308303 6-15 Hero (613383) 7JW PWxrfT 
Cwm (956857) 7^5 Y Byd Ar Batov 
(288857) 8.00 Fo A Pe A»ForedyddNado *9 
[ 3050 J &30 Dartt«*ad O*itedyddol 


• For more comprehensive 
listings of sateDite and cable 
channels, see the Vision sup¬ 
plement published Saturday 
SKY ONE _ 

7.00am DJ Kat (33352) 000 Po«r» Ranflers 
(405051 &SO Press Your Lu<* (4787SI 3-00 
Court TV (3B128) 9J0 Oprah WWrey 
< 47166 ] 1030 Concentration (27012111.00 
Sa»y Jessy Raphael (35166) 12.00 Jeopardy 
(41693) 1230pm Murphy B«wn (5S470) 

I. 00 The Waltons (53925) 2J» Gerakto 
(79012) 3JK) Court TV te499j ISO Oprn/i 
(8402673) 400 Power Hangers (3565416) 
4.45 Kipper Trcper (5641437) SJ» S»ar 
Trek. The New Generation (3079) 6JJ0 The 
&mpcone (1963) 600 Jeopctfdy (2215) 7-00 
LAPD (4708) 7^0 M*A*S"H (8499) 8XM 
Sauday. Sunday (5966) SL30 Reveiawns 
(29631 *00 Pt*ce Rescue (96654) lOtoO 
SI .if Trek The Ned Generation (997411 

II. 00 law and Oder (16031) 12-00 Dawd 
Lecerman (8931971 )12v45am The Urtouch- 
aWes (6459722) 1 Rachel Gum (85361) 
ZJX>-6toO HW Mtk (7881513) 

SKY NEWS _ 

News on the hour. 

6JX}ata Sumse (H9QS147) 10.10 CSS 60 
MraAte (811045861 UOpm CBS News 
(32019) Z30 Partamert (192741) 6 lOQ Uve 
Et Fiee (10031) 030 Tonsil (B7292708) 
8 .10CSS 60 Mlrxflcs (77075437)11JO CBS 
News (81168) 12J0em ABC News (74831) 
1^0 Torichi wrth Adam Boikon (4378105) 
2.10 C8§ 60 Unites (5196884) 330 


Jacket (1987) (6141B) 12J0 Vteen (1968) 
(4045703) l.lSJJSam The Leopard 
(1063) (B29S2967) 

THE MOVIE CHANNEL 

6.00am Operation Mad 8aU (1957) 
(26215) 8.00 Tales ot Washington tnrfng 
(1992) (36079) 9-00 Swiss Fan*, Robto- 
eon (1973) 188695) ia00 Spkter-lton 
{1977) 167128) 12JXJ GrocndJog Day 
(1983) (B18571 230pm Quebec (1951) 
(11963) 440 The Jetsmw Meet the 
FM&lonea (1M7) (69251 6X0 Ground¬ 
hog Day (1993) (94429) BXO Assault at 
West Point The Court-Martial ot John¬ 
son WhWafear (1994) (44924) 10.00 
Snapdragon {1993) (8676921 1145 Pok 
urgeist 19 (1988) (435437) IJSSam Bbw- 
beny KM (1987) (951451) 3JNK5JM Vfcdm 
Of Rage (1994) (43412581 

THE DISNEY CHANNEL 

Sky Movies GoW Irani 10pm to 4sm- 
6J»am Under me UmhieflB Tree (453578S7) 
600 MupfW Babes (33369296) 7J» New 
Wlme ihe Peoh (38123654) 7J0 DucJdaies 
pSI 41789) a too Ch/p rT Dale (29504586) 
BtoO AdvenuES m Wondertand 129503857) 
9to0 Prague Rock (29527437) gJO We*- 
come 10 Pooh Comer (63335741) 10.00 
Dumbo’s Ctaa (33383876) 1030 Oua* 
Attach (29516321) lltoO Wsn Disney 
Presents (3*150437) 1100 FILM The One 
sid Only. Gerune Ongxial Fsnrfy Bond 
(33363012) 2to0p« Adventures In WtoKter- 
land (70170147) 230 Umbrefla Tree 
(82168505) 3too Fragile Rock (701S8654) 
3to0 Wane Die Pooh (62163050) 4to0 
Quack Ailack (62150657) <L30 (Xdflales 




m mm m 


&3b«toQ ABC News 

SKY MOVIES 

fitoOHffl Showcase (28673) &00 Kbs Me 
Kale (1953) (93692) 1000 Season of 
Change (1994) (68686) 12to0 Sky RMera 
{1978) (S3 ?15) 2toflpm BkwmSeW (I960) 
(13321) 4too Mosquto Squadron (I960) 
(8383) 6.00 Season ot Change fl«4) 
(72234) 7^0 Cloae Up; Naked Gun 331/3 
(6895) &00 Choices of the Heart: The 
Margaret Sanger Story {1994) (4494?) 
1000 Serial Mom (1994) (109215) 11.35 
Denny Inva si o n: The Ktter Bee MgM- 
raare (1994) (355031) itoSam In the Line 
of Duty: Kidnapped (19B«) (9IB8548) 235 
The Vernon Johns Story (1994) (4063987) 
4JO&&00 Fteai Man 0*987) (SS3432J 

SKY MOVIES GOLD _ 

4J0pm Pride and Prejudice fi94^(7M 5) 
6.00 Btue Sides (1948) (99789) BtoO 
Rocky (1976) (94234) 10to0 Fun Metal 


530 Danger Bay (621623211 SJO Tartar 
(S2169234) 630 Droara (62150586)730 
Boy Meos Wcrtd (70174963) 730 ThiXte 
Aley (62149470) 6 to 0 -l 0.00 FILM FbgNtar 
Fraeocrn (68212857) 

EUROSPQRT _ 

730m God (33586) 830 Alpine Skiing 
(34147) 1030 SW JiXnptoB 1S1128) lltoO 
Boring (64682) 11 X 10 Tratilor (79673) 
130pm Bocstogh (31031) 230 Srockar 
(73321) 430 Speedwodd (14383) 630 
News (6429) 7to0 Equesotin^m (56873) 
9,00 Bcwng (5778S) 11.00 EuoqoII (52657) 
12.00-1230am Ntws (38242) 

SKY SPORTS _ 

7to0am Racing Newc (417411730 Cn«tf- 
Sooih Ahtea </England r47917S9) 330 The 
Bte League (49147) 530 Snowtxrad Tour 
(716616.00 Sport? Genre 14079) 830Tartan 
Ex!ia (8031)730 Football MancrieslerCiiyw 
Nonrigham Forest (97788505) 10.15 Sports 


Sylvester Stallone boxes clever 
in Rocky (Movies Gold, B.00pm) 

Gertie (135296) 1030 Octet Uwd Tear 
153944) 1230am Foorbaa Manchester Ctiy 
v Norangrian Forest 154513 ) 230-atoo 
Spona Centre (61345) 

SKY SPORTS GOLD _ 

1030pm Cricket Ha« ol Fame (2916031) 


(46S6895) 12 to 0 - 1 to 0 am Brsfiti Open Golf 
F*n (7)83154) 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

4to0pm DOay (1223895) StoO Knigtts and 
Armour (4221166) 630-730 
Paflon (2203708) 

THE SCI-FI CHANNEL 

730pm Mysienes, Mag>c and Mractes 
(4222895) 730 Rav Satoury Thsstin 
(29752151 830 FB_M Invaders from Mars 
(63226541 930-1030 The MataQ of 
eras 130pm Mystenes. Maoc and Miadea 
(1832277) 130 Ray Bradbury (8654074) 
230 FILM: Invaders from Mars (3865635] 
530-430 fttCflOOCfc PTBWrttS (7065345) 

TIC _ 

930em Martha Stewart (9052895) 930 
Cra/twise (197867611030 Skryty Mono 
(6239876) 1030 Craltwoe (9050(779) lltoO 


W*J a Heart (1948147) 1130 ToycraH 
(1949676) 1230 Martha Sewart (S4XJHD31) 
1230pm Cralrwise (19726S2) ItoO h+gfi 
Days (1578963) 130 Cratiwtse (19719(31 
2-00 Toyaafi (79*64701 230 CraJtwne 
(8592050) 3too OettXkjG 17965505) 330- 
4.00 Cratoree (6504895) 

UK GOLD _ 

7to0am Angels (1577050) 730 Neighbours 
HS67857) aoo Sorts and Daughrers 
(9031302) 830 EaUEndas 19030673! StoO 
The B>Q (90319251 930 The Stfbwtns 
(1970234) 1030 Secra Army (1556741) 
lltoO Date) (1576505) 12to0 Sons and 
Daughters (9041789) 1230pm Neighbours 
11974050) ItoO EaslEndera (1570321) 130 
The Bf (1973321) 2to0 The SiAwans 
(39440463) 235 Are >ou Beng Serve# 
(3061505) 330 Angels (7967963) 330 
Eldorado (8573925) 4.00 Mes Marpie 
(95B08654) 535 Leny GraysonsGencranon 
G ame (4 1125944) 6.15 Kenny's Come Curs 
(63577601 635 EastEnders 12917708} 730 
□dorado (79599*4) 730 Tan (B582673) 
830 George and Mildred (7968692) 830 
Alas Smo and Jews ( 7954499 ) 9 . 0 c 
Porridge (5316706) 1030 The Bi (615732H 
1035 The Besi Ot Top Ol the Pops 
(95401418) 1150 Letirv Henry [83254991 
123SWD Dr Who (2102838) 1255 FILM The 
Seventh Vkam (95489797) 235 Snopprg 


630am Arwnated Showcase (2297401) 
645 Trfiy (I707031J 730 Barney (92050) 
730 Haopfy Ever After 188657) 8 to 0 
Earthworm Jrn (198321 SJO Eck fte G2 
(1B963) 030 Garfrrtd (&1465I 930 Where'S 
Yt&f* (34499) 1030 Skeleton Wwnora 


Trie Trovrilcra (63876) 1130 The 
Babysitters' CJut> (645051 1230 An Anack 
(2874609) 12.15pm Dari Of the Day 
(4242416) 1230 No Naked Flames (38215) 
130 Heartbreak ( 26470 ) 2M The Trk 
(91865 230 Fteaiy or N« (7708) 330 Sweel 
VaJtey (9673) 330 Hang Tme f 99 S) *30 
Crftornre (1760) 4305,00 Mfldson (7944) 

NICKELODEON _ 

630am Blue, Chftdolltte Earth 113505)630 
Count DudoJB (2903H 700 Baifnk 
(1564302) 735 Here Turlies (3595741) 735 
Rugrats (913418) 8.15 Doug ^ 

Rodeo (5300321) 930 AMn (610311 930 
Pee-Woe (96215) 1030 BaTOTO &«*«* 
(57302) 1130 CMderia BBC (77 m 1230 
RodrfJ (810951 1230pm AaaWr ". 1 Rea! 
Uonstos (900at)130Shp leStoP(4B654) 

130 Ma* [99303 OtoO Sprodfiaccr 

(7050) 230 Galaxy High School (4692) 3to0 
Coat Dutiojla (3B57) 330 U*st Pd Sep 
(8437)430 Hsro Turlies l59Ai) 430 Rugras 


<1128) 530 Clarissa (6302) 530 Wishbone 
(5708i StoO Doug (5321) 630 Are You AfraU 
01 «w Dak 9 16873) ?toO Ferns Buefec (8166) 
7304LOO s>wer Swer (2857) 

DISCOVERY _ 

4to0po Driving P&saons (8563302) 430 
Voyager (BSB95B6) StoO Lonely Plane! 
(79568571 StoO Inversion (8500079) 630 
Bwnd 2000 (1428857) 730 Fromine 
1 8580215) 8.00 Vfcnors from Space 
(5394586) BtoO Anhui C darte (1328383) 
930 Mystenous Forces (196B128J lOtoO ET 
Piease Phone Hune 15317437) lltoO 
Mvaenes and Maades (1930128) 1130- 
12to0 Ft mae Ouesi (6228780) 

BRAVO _ 

1230 FILM: Top Secret (6246166) 230pm 
The Sart (6227031) 330 Scotland Yard 
(795303 (/ X30 Man horn Interpol (85&13?ri 
4-00 FILM Bngteon Rw* With Fuchaid 
Anenborcugh and Hermone Baddefey 
[79631471630Dean Valley Days (B5B7505) 
630 the Dsc (65888571 730 The Cntc 
(7944012) 730 The Riotedws (8577741) 
am The Sam I5381012) 930 Jason King 
(5301S76) 1030-1230 FILM A Wymphwd 
BarDanan <n Onoeaur He4 (1946789) 

UK LIVING _ 

6.00am Agony Hour (7310963) 730 Living 
Magasne 16KM505) 930 Go For It 
(2093760) 930 Kale and Afte (51960121 
1030 Hearts ot GoW 11700050) 1030 
Ertenammem Nori (59213215) 1130 The 
Yorog and Ov Baatess PB7H2S) 11SS 
The Food and Drmk Christmas One 
(60177801 1230pm Brootede (5549060) 


(4070321) 330 Living Magazine (4727325) 
430 firfafoabn UK (8466854) 430 
CrtMswKs (7510418) 039 The Joker's W9d 
(S98S4586) 530 Bewrtcfwd (8486418) 6.00 
Eslha (8476031) 630 Brookside (6861963) 
735 Naualicn UK (2869227) 735 The 
Young and the Restless (6634128) 830 
FILM- Women erf Brewster Race (90759147) 
11-45-1230 Gfcdr&gs (6067470) 

FAMILY CHANNEL _ 

530pm The Wonder Years (1418) 530 
Tmtin (8296) 630 Bafrnan (8437) 630 
Caichphiasa (9789) 7.00 Through Ihe 
Keyhole (i654i 730 The Fall Guy (33012) 
630 Home lo Roosi (9437) 930 The Mhsr 
183123) 1030 AH Clued Up (20706) 1030 
Neon Rider (80168) 1130 Baron (63234) 
1230 The Fal Guy (61703) 130m Zero 
120987) 130 Rhode (56890) 230 Neon 
fitter (97819) 330 Ftnda (33451) 330 
Zono (23155) 430 The Wonder Yean 
(17548) 430530 The Blac* Sralon |34i80j 


630am The Qmd I581E8) 730 3 from 1 
(8376605) 7.15 Awete (4916166) BtoO Muac 
Videos 1648505) 1030 fioduxnertary 

181447 ) lltoO Soul (999631 12 JJ 0 Greaiest 
Hus (59708) itoOpm Muse Non-Slop 
(13266645) 2.45 3 from 1 (36880791 StoO 
Cneraauc (87CC079) X15 htengaig Oui 
(71356CS) 4too News (240673) 4.15 
Hanging Out (2492296) 430 Dial MTV 
(9302) StoO Hrt Lxa UK (31942) 7to0 REM 
The Has (B9302) BtoO Foo Fromere m 
Concert (96O50) 9to0 Ftesi World London 
(4547(9 930 Beans and Buhhead (SOW 7) 
1030 News (672X0 10.15 Onernevc 
1 6 77857) 1030 Peggae (31906) lltoO The 
End* (70147) 1230am Videos 19749432) 

VH-1 _ 

7toOam Power Breafctea (31953391 9.00 
Cafe (1167321) 12.00 Heart and Sort 
G276654) 130pm The Vnyl Years 
(2285302) 2to0 Ten o) ihe Best Jusun 
Hayward (9157296) 3to0 lino the Music 
(1619942) S.00 VH-1-2-3-. fioOng Slones 
12205166) 7toO VH-1 lor You (6496741) 8.00 
Album Chart 18418505) 1030 Baddrack: 
1388 (2S2571#i) 1030 Ptanel fkx* Profiles 
(5934437) 113 0 Tommy Vance 6 the 
Nightfly 186762961 ItoOam Jrnmy Jam and 
Teny Lewis (1462087) 200 Dawn Patrol 

ZEE TV _ 

7.00am Ason MonMg (11891895) 830 
Puefc Demand (74785627) 930 Campus 
(62204302) 10.00 Urdu Serial (64891215) 
11.00’ Khana Khazana (44340050) 1130 
Rfrrn ChaHrer (4435807911200 Dehh Bhrt 
DeMi (25098942) 1230pm GMsm 

ffimiuim 1 rvt UM CD U Dia. raauana 


Note Hal (2S294234) 430 Kfriisooral 
(21424012) 430 AMlDar Bfrbrf (21420296) 
600 Zee Zm S30 Gujarati SenaL Nareayo 
(21444876) 630 Pakistan Business 

(214417801530 Zee and U (21425741)730 
Pararrpara (B9155854) 830 News 

(59428296) 630 YJ* Lora Stories 
(58430031) 030 Hfrtrf RIM: Four Quatt 
(31091789) 1130-1230 Tu Bh Kya Chroz 
Ha (40734654) 

CARTOON NETWORK/TWT 

Cartoon from Sun lo 6pm; TNT flnu. 
730pm Son ol ttosate (1945) (36133700) 
930 The Graat Cvuso {1M1) (68202470) 
1130 The Haurtteg (1963) (96116706) 
ItoOern Herd, Feet and BaamHrt (1951) 
(94900513) 230-530 Beta (1975) 
(85892190) 

CNN/QVC _ 

CHtt pravidM amour new and OWE h 
the home shoppmg chMneL 
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Railtrack pledges £10bn overhaul for network over ten years 


By Jonathan Prynn 

TRANSPORT CORRESPONDENT 


RAILTRACK has unveiled a ten- 
year programme of renewal for 
Britain's ageing railway infrastruc¬ 
ture. aimed at reversing half a 
century of under-investment and 
neglect of the railways by their 
government owner. 

The ambitious plan involves 
investment of more than £1 billion 
a year until 2004. around double 
the previous rate of spending when 


the British Rail purse strings were 
controlled directly by the Treasury. 

The proposals represent die big¬ 
gest change in railway planning 
since die nationalisation of BR in 
1948. Constantly at the mercy of the 
annual public spending round. BR 
had rarely been able to plan more 
than two or three years ahead, 
RaQtrack said yesterday. 

The £10 billion plan to overhaul 
Victorian railway infrastructure 
and prepare it for the next century 
was outlined in Rail track's network 


management statement It follows 
an IS-mooth stocktake of the infra¬ 
structure, which includes 10.000 
miles of trade. 90.000 bridges. 
1,000 tunnels and 2^500 stations. 

The announcement came as an¬ 
ger grew on die Tory backbenches 
at die lack of progress in the sell-off. 
Seven senior MPs are to demand 
action in a meeting with Sir George 
Young, Transport Secretary, to¬ 
morrow amid calls for the complex 
privatisation to be shelved. 

Railtrack, which was formed in 


April last year when it was cleaved 
from British Rail, is due to be sold 
through a stock market flotation in 
the spring, raising up to E2 billion. 

The investment programme con¬ 
centrates on upgrading track and 
signals but will touch every aspect 
of infrastructure. By 2004, 
Railtrack has pledged to replace 
almost 3,000 miles of rail sleepers, 
nearly 3,500 miles of track ballast 
and 1,400 of rails, and to renew 
more than 900 bridges. The pro¬ 
gramme also provides for the long- 


awaited upgrading of the West 
Coast mainline, Britain's most 
important but notoriously unreli¬ 
able line, at a cost of about £1 
billion. 

Improvements will be mainly 
funded by the 30 passenger freight 

charges to°^^^ack^v4^di have 

been set for the next five years. In 
return, the train companies are 
entitled to huge compensation pay¬ 
ments if track or signal failures 
force delays in services. Railtrack is 


so alarmed by tiie scale of die 

penalties it will have to pay that it is 

negotiating with John Swift, the 
rail regulator, the right to levy 
supplementary access charges. 

The Railtrack document was 
published as the Government pre¬ 
pared to reveal tomorrow the fust 

three winners of passenger train 
franchises. They are expected to be 
management and employee buy¬ 
outs for LTS Rail and Great 
Western, while Stagecoach, the bus 
company, is thought to have picked 


up South West trains. However, 
the announcement wiff be ovet-_ 
shadowed by Friday’s, defeat for 
Roger Salmon, the . diretSor of 
franchising, in die Court of Appeal 
after a challenge from the Save Our 
Railways group: Mr Salman, is \ 
expected to launch an appeal in the 
Lords today against the ruling 
which said that the nexLtranche of 
four franchises were being..sold 
illegally because they gave opera- ., 
tors the freedom to make deep cuts 
in services. 



BP dose to $3.5bn 


Algerian gas deal 


By Carl Mortished 


BP is on the verge of agree¬ 
ing a multibillion dollar 
investment to produce gas in 
Algeria for export to Europe. 
It will shortly sign a contract 
with Sonatrach. the Algerian 
state oil company, to develop 
a huge gasfield in the remote 
uthwest of the troubled 


SOI 


North African state. 

The production and market¬ 
ing joint venture will cost $3.5 
billion, including the drilling 
of 100 wells in the licence area, 
known as In Sal ah. within a 
region deep in the Sahara 
designated district 3. 

A pipeline will be built from 
In Salah to Hassi 
R'Mel.where another pipeline 
will transport Algerian gas 
through Morocco, across the 
Strait of Gibraltar and into 


Spain. Under the terms of the 
deal, BP will fund 65 per cent 
of the investment It expects to 
earn 30 per cent of the net 
profit from the export of 10 
billion cubic metres per year of 
gas into the energy-hungry 
economies of Southern 
Europe. That compares with 
BP'S current annual produc¬ 
tion of 13 billion cubic metres. 

An initial exploration phase 
costing $100 million will last 
Two-and-a-half years. There 
are seven known gasfields in 
the 25,000 square kilometre 
licence area and BP will drill 
five appraisal wells and con¬ 
duct three-dimensional seis¬ 
mic surveys. 

The second phase involves 
tiie $1 billion construction of a 
520-kilometre pipeline. First 


gas exports are expected by 
2002 via the existing 
Transmed pipeline to Italy 
and tiie Maghreb pipeline to 
Spain. 

Algeria is reckoned to pos¬ 
sess die eighth largest reserves 
of gas in the world, totalling 
128 trillion cubic feet, and the 
total reserves at In Salah could 
be ten trillion cubic feet 

However, BP’S involvement 
in the country is not without 
risk. Armed Islamic opposi¬ 
tion groups have been fighting 
the Government since abor¬ 
tive elections in 1992. 

The Government scrapped 
the poll when it became dear 
that the Islamic Salvation 
Front was likely to win. Since 
then, 40.000 people have died 
in tiie conflict and rebel 



../ft... Gas pipeline under 
construction 

-<!> 


Proposed gas pipeline 


groups have targeted foreign¬ 
ers, with two European pipe¬ 
line workers being murdered 
in October last year. 

About 50 people will staff 
the In Salah project, which 
has its own airstrip, allowing 
oil workers to fly from London 
to the desert oilfields avoiding 
the troubled areas in the north 
of the country. The Islamist 
opposition has largely ignored 
the oil installations in the 
south of the country, recognis¬ 
ing the importance of hydro¬ 
carbon exports that account 
for 95 per cent of Algeria's 
foreign earnings. 

Foreign oil companies in¬ 
dude Agip, the Italian group, 
which is involved in the huge 
Hassi Messaoud oilfield, and 
Lasmo, the British company, 
which recently announced a 
major discovery. In April, the 
Government sealed off four 
vast areas of the desert and 
brought in more troops to 
protect the installations. 

Algerian gas will give a big 
boost to BFs ambitions in the 
European gas market The 
company is mainly an oil 
producer at present, with gas 
accounting for only 15 per cent 
of its hydrocarbon production. 

Gas demand in the South¬ 
ern European economies is 
expected to soar from 80 to 100 
billion cubic metres per year 
over the next five to ten years, 
with demand in Spain forecast 
to triple in ten years. Other 
projects aimed at satisfying 
the growth are the Inter- 
connector linking Britain to 
the Continent and Shell’s liq¬ 
uefied natural gas project in 
Nigeria. 



Amec fate 
rests with 
PDFM 
stake 


it 




a 


By Amsdair Murray. 


Sir Alan Cockshaw, chairman of Amec, relaxes at his London home at the weekend 


THE fate of Amec, the UK 
construction company, will be . 
decided by noon today as; the 
£360 milli on offer, for.the 
company from Kvaemer. the 
Norwegian engineering-com¬ 
pany, reaches a tense dose. 

The result Is unusjally hard 
to predict because rtf the large, 
number of s mall beddings, m • 
the . company, with about 20 
per cent of shares owned by 
small private investors'. 
Among institutional investors 
PDFM. with a 14 per cent 
interest could hold the key. . 

Kvaemer already owns a 
26.1 per cent stake in the 
company, but needs to-win 54 
per cent of the ordinary shares 
because of the voting structure 
of the preference shares. 

Amec under the chairman¬ 
ship of Sir Alan Cockshaw, 
pins its hopes on persuading 
shareholders that it is on the 
brink of recovery and 
Kvaemer’s offer therefore 
severely undervalues the com¬ 
pany. Amec believes thai L 
shareholders cannot lose by** 
resisting Kvaemer’s lOOp-a- 
share offer because Kvaer- 
ner’s long-term, commitment 
to the sector makes it likely 
that it will return for smother 
bid in a year, by which stage 
ah improved performance 
from Amec would need to be 
included in tiie price. 

Kvaemer believes that 
shareholders will be persuad¬ 
ed by the offer of guaranteed 
cash rather than trusting a 
board with a poor record of 
meeting forecasts. Kvaemer 
has threatened it might sell its 
Amec shares should the bid 
fad, an action that would 
undermine the share price. 
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Irish to meet Eesar over 

IoD attacks 
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No 655 


ACROSS 


I One killed for faith (6) 

5 Harsh, cruel (4) 

9 Any part or face; main film 

(7) 

10 Nullify (6) 

11 Ardent, emphatic (8) 

12 Widespread protest (6] 

15 ShapeHchanging protozoon 

(6) 

18 Dramatically posed scenes 

( 8 ) 

20 Greatest amount, extent 16) 

22 Serious; a pledge (7) 

23 Ceremony (4) 

24 African jou mey (6) 


DOWN 

2 Cake-burning king (6) 

3 Cross (eg mountain face) (8) 

4 Stir up (5) 

6 Circus arena (4) 

7 Cannon; cement mixture (6) 

8 Trusted adviser (6) 

13 Unable to distinguish mus. 
pitches (4-4) 

14 Be important; substance (6) 

16 Speak indistinctly (6) 

17 Assemble (people) for duty 
(6) 

19 Scot, streams, poet (5) 

21 Displace from post (4) 


SOLUTION TO No 654 

ACROSS; I Reliable 5 Abel 9 Run rings round 10 Pert 
11 Obtrude 13 Legacy 15 Swathe 18 George I 20 Lick 
23 Happy Families 24 Poem 25 Sob story 
DOWN: 1 Rare 2 Lunge 3 Asiatic 4 Lagoon 6 Bouquet 
7 Laddered 8 Trot 12 Flagship 14 Groupie 16 Wellies 
17 Figaro 19 Goya 2! Cairo 221 say 


AKOM LTD IS NOW OFFERING READERS OF THE TIMES FREE DELIVERY 
OF THE ITEMS LISTED BELOW AT STANDARD RETAIL PRICE - OFFER 
APPLIES UK ONLY. 

TIMES CROSSWORDS:—Books hand 10 to 13 E3.99cadi. Books 14m 19 £330each. 
NEW! Omnibus (Christmas) edition - 120 Tutus crosswords £4.99. The Times 
Concise —Book 2 (ZW puzzles) 4.99. Bonks 3 to It E3J0 each. Times Two NEW Book t 
LL99.Hk limes Jumbo-Books 1 & 2 L4.99 each. 

SUNDAY TIMES CROSSWORDS. - Books 10 io 13 E350 each. The Sunday Thnes 
Concise - Books 1 lo 3 tiSC cadi. SPECIAL OFFER: Any five trassword b«jks 
(above) CIS. 


Said cheques with order payable to Alum Ltd 51 Manor Lane. London SE13 SOW 
Delivery to S days. Tel 01SJ4B2 4575 C4hrs) No credit cards. * 


From Eileen McCabe in Dublin 


A CROSS-PARTY delegation 
of Irish politicians is to hold 
talks with Tim Eggar. the 
Industry Minister, in London 
today in a effort to break the 
deadlock over a rescue pack¬ 
age for Irish Steel. 

The move follows the failure 
of Irish and British officials to 
reach agreement over the 
future of Ireland's only steel 
plant after negotiations in 
Dublin over the weekend. 

At issue is the UK Govern¬ 
ment's decision to veto an 
Irish plan to save almost 350 
jobs at the Hauibowline, 
County Cork, steel plant in the 
southwest of the country. 
Because the deal with ISPAT 
Internationa], an Indian cor¬ 
poration, involves govern¬ 
ment aid, it requires 
unanimous EU approval. 

After months of wrangling, 
the Irish and British Prime 
Ministers discussed the issue 
at the Madrid summit last 


week and ordered their offici¬ 
als to renew efforts to resolve 
the dispute. 

Under the rescue package, 
signed in September, the Irish 
Government agreed to write 
off loans of Ir£]7 million to the 
Cork plant and to inject a 
further lrEIO.5 million into the 
company. ISPAT Internation¬ 
al promised to invest Ir£30 
million over the next five years 
and to take on Ir£22 million of 
Irish Steel debt. 

When the deal was present¬ 
ed in Brussels. Britain, along 
with Luxembourg and Den¬ 
mark, objected. According to 
Irish officials, the objections of 
the latter two arose from 
minor, technical details that 
were quickly ironed out 

The British objections 
proved much more difficult to 
resolve, and after several 
stormy negotiating sessions in 
Brussels and London, it be¬ 
came dear that an easy resolu¬ 


tion was not in the offing. Irish 
officials angrily rejected 
claims by the British negotia¬ 
tors that the package posed a 
threat to the British Steel plant 
at Shelton, which produces a 
similar product to the Cork 
plant. 

Dublin maintains that even 
increased production in Cork 
of 35.000 tonnes annually 
would not affect Shelton'S 
output of 400,000 tonnes. 

If the issue is not resolved, it 
will top the agenda of an EU 
Industry Council meeting in 
Brussels on Wednesday. Irish 
officials concede that Britain 
may continue to use its veto, 
but they are hoping the com¬ 
bined pressure of the rest of 
the EU will will change that 

As one Dublin source put it; 
“There are already mutterings 
in dark corridors in Brussels 
about what will happen when 
Britain wants approval for 
some of its packages." 


Jersey plan 


The Institute of Directors 
(IoD) has expressed concern at 
plans by Britain's major ac¬ 
countancy firms to relocate to 
Jersey to register as partner¬ 
ships with limited liability. 

Tim Melville-Ross, head of 
the IOD. said; “I think it 
would give an unfortunate 
impression... The perception 
eould well be that this is a 
desire to escape liability." 


Biyan buyout 


Managers of Bryan Contract 
Hire of Bristol, which has 
9.500 vehicles, have acquired 
the business from its parent 
company, Bryan Brothers 
Group, for £140 million. 


Geest takeover 


Noboa, the Ecuador group 
that sells bananas under the 
Bonita brand name, is dose to 
securing agreement for the ac¬ 
quisition of Geest’s banana 
business for around £85 mil¬ 
lion, it was confirmed 
yesterday. 


No Christmas peace for one ‘fat cat’ 


By Carl Mortished 


CEDRIC BROWN’S hopes 
for a peaceful and relaxing 


Christinas after a year of 
controversy over his huge 
salary increase were shat¬ 
tered yesterday when his en¬ 
hanced pension arrange¬ 
ments, said to be worth up to 
£3.4 million, became the 
target of a renewed attack on 
excessive executive 
remuneration. 

Earlier this year, the chief 
executive of British Gas. 
who now earns £475,000 a 
year after a 75 per cent salary 
rise, sanctioned the cancella¬ 
tion of the annual Christmas 
party for the company’s re¬ 
tired staff, some of whom are 
said to be surviving on £100 



Brown: under attack 


a week. Now, British Gas 
pensioners have been given 
the opportunity to consider 
the merits of Mr Brown's 
own pension arrangements. 


Mr Brown was named 
among leading directors of 
privatised companies whose 
pensions have been en¬ 
hanced by almost £16 mil¬ 
lion because of recent salary 
increases. 

The “fat cals" named yes¬ 
terday included Ed Wallis, 
of Powergen and John Bak¬ 
er, of National Power, but 
the hapless Mr Brown, was 
accused of gaining the most 
costly pension increase. Brit¬ 
ish Gas will have to pay an 
extra £1.95 million to top up 
his pension, it is claimed, 
making a total pension of 
£3.4 million. 

British Gas pays a pension 
contribution of 4 per cent of 
salary to its staff, including 
Mr Brown, and the employ¬ 


ee contributes a further 4 per 
cent To bring his pension 
fond up to a level sufficient 
to pay out benefits worth 
two-thirds of his increased 
salary requires additional 
payments. These have been 
estimated to be £1.9 million 
by Lane Clark and Peacock, 
the pensions consultant 

TBritish Gas questioned 
the accuracy of the estimates. 
It admitted that Mr Brown's 
pay rise would entail a 
significant increase in the 
contribution to his pension. 

However, a spokesman 
said that the company did 
not agree with the assump¬ 
tions underlying the fore¬ 
cast “There is no agreed way 
of valuing pension benefits," 
he said. 


■ ■ 



DO YOU OWN A MODEM? 


Free Internet Access 


The World's Favourite Online service will 
be launching soon in the UK. 


AQL is currently recruiting testers prior to the launch 
of the UK online service Testers will receive at least 
two months' unlimited free online access (includes 
Internet), if you have a Windows® PC and a modern^ 
and would like to participate please call for your free, 
software on: 


0800 279 7444 


Please call between 8am and 8pm. 
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